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ARRTER ATR GRUUP ONE HUNDRED OME Ser. 030

27 Aggust 1951
From:  Commander Carrier Afr Group ONE HUNDRFD ONE
Tor Commanding Officer, U.S5.3. BUXER {CV-2i)

&abj:  Acticn Report of Carrier Adr Group ONE HUNDRED ONE
(5 July 1971 = 23 August 1951)

Ref:  {a) CNO Restricted ity (P-3.5 Ser, 1197P34 of 3 August 1950

% In ccmpliance with reference (a) the following information is submitted
Tor inclusion in the ectlon report of the U.S.S. BOXEd (C7-21).

PART T MISSION AND COMPOSITION CF OWN FORCES:

8. Missiom: The primery mission of Carrisr Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONB
during this reporting period was inSerdisition of the enemy’s supply
lines on the eastsrn half of the Korean perminsula, Szrticular atien~
tion was pald Lo the hunting down and destruction of vehizles and roijing
stoek, The neutraliziation of bridges and higiways by bombing and seed-
ing wes eentimued, The secondary mission was close eir support of
United Nations troops. On <me occaslon larze bombs were nsed for bisgh-
ing enemy troops who were dug in in bunkers along the Froad,

b, Composition of own forees:

UNIT TIPS 4/C CPERATIDRAL A/ PILOTS
Ty 8o, 7-25  8~24,

CVG~101. 0 0 LA
CDR W, W, BREHM

Vr-721 F97=23 18 37 31 %
ICDR W. E. WOODMAN

VP=791 S AIOA 16 15 25 25
ICDR J.B, KISIER

TP-884 F4Iw4 16 16 2 25
ICDR G.E, HARTLEY

VA-T02 D=2 1% by 28 28
ICDR 2.0, SEAGRAVES  AD-42 1 )

v3+3 (Det) F4U=5NL 3 2 5 5
I J,b, BEI¥

vC-11 (Det) AD~ 431 3 3 5 5
LCDR R,I. HALEY

VG35 AD-ZN 3 2 5 5

LT ¥. C. RAPOSS
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T
UNIT TYRE AY/C - OPERATIONAL A/C PILOTS
726 825 TR B2

VC-61 (Det) ' '
LT H.A, TOMPKINS FOF.-2P 2 3 A 4

* Mr Group Cormander, Operations Officer, and Serndor Landing Signal
Officer flew regularly with squadrons,

PART II CHRONOLOGY

Carrier Air Group ONVE HUNDRED ONE, aboard the USS BOXER, departed
Yokosuka on 26 July to rejoin TF77 off the east coaat of Korea.

On 27 July thc USS BOXER conducted refresher flight operations and
an FAU-4 flown by Ensign H.R. EERRIN, USNR, of VI-88 wns ditched after
2 complete loss of oil pressure during a strafing run on a target sled,
Ensign HERRIN was picked up unburt immedistely afterward by the heli-
copter,

On 28 July the USS BOXER rejoined TF77 ond commenced combat oper-—
ations, Operations ageinst the enemy were handicapped by adversc
weathor econditions, but armed recomnnissance, bridge breskers, naval
ganfire spotters, night hecklors, CAP's, and weather reconnaissance
fllghts were flown, One FAU-BHL was stricken after night heckler
pilot LTJG H.L, OTHARA, USMR, crashed on deck during a night vocovery,
The pilot was uninjured,

On 29 July adverse wezther conditions limited oporations 4o four
night heckler sorties and two ASP soriics,

On 30 July weather conditions improved, md 95 sortles were lounche-
ed, Seoventy-one sortlies were offensive, while 24 were defensive,

On 31 July the Task Force repienished, bt once MGuppy" plane and
one lnvestigator were lavmched for a dusk ASP,

On 1 and 2 August the only flight operations werc CAPis and ASP's,

On 3 August adverse weather conditions still prevailed, buh a close
alr support mission was flown, The flight of three AD-21!3 and four
Fill-4 s attacked enemy troops facing the Second Infantry Division, One
AD-2 and one FAU~4 wore doneged by small moms fire and Janded at X-o8,

Or 4 August weathor conditions improved and 92 sortics were leunch-
ede These ineluded all types of nissions with close oir support going
to the 8th ROK Division and the 24th Infan’ry Division, and inflicting
apprexinately 70 casualties on the enemy, One FAU-, miloted by LG
H.B. RATHEONE, USH, VF-884. erashed immedictoly after take-off, and
the pilot wes not wecovered, This wns (VG-10i's flrst operationcl lese,

Or 5 fugust {1ight operations were hampered by sdverse weathcr,
but o total of 39 offensive sortics werc lcunched, They inciuded
armed reccos, close air support to the 24th Infantry Disicion, bridge
breakers, photo reconnalssence, and noval gunfire spotiing in vicinity
of Wensen Rav,

On & August 92 sorties were louneched, Seventy of *hsse wore offenge
ive, They were the same type nissions thot hed been flown the day bo-
fore, Weather conditions in the bonmbline arer hermpersd operaticns there;
but closc air support was given the lst ROK Corps,

On 7 August 97 sorties were flown, Adverse wenther corditicns eaused
many of these to be diverted to secondary targebs and targets of opror-
tunity, One AD-2 flown by LT R,T. WALKER, USHNR, VA-702, was ditched i»
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Wonson Bay after being hit by ground fire, LT WALEER wos rescued o few
minutes later by the some helicopter from the smme ship, USS TOLEDD,
that hed rescued hin from o point opproxinetely 15 mlles northwest of
Wonson Boy less than a ronth earlier,

On & Aupugt bed wenther and replenishment reduced flight operations,
but in rdde-afberncon two FAU~5NL s and two AD-4N's of VO-3 and VC-35
respectively, were launched on an "all weather" armed reconnaissmce.

On 9 August weather conditions inproved end 97 sorties were launched.
Approximately three~fourths of these were offensive, All of the usval
twpes of missions were flown exceph close cir support, zll of which were
diverted to .ormed reccos ns a result of bad weather on the bombline and
the musuelly heavy flow of troffic found on the enst coast motor supply
rouvtes,

On 10 August 72 offensive sorties and 24 defensive sortles were Lounet-
ed, These included all of the ususl type rissions, and o specinl strike
cgainst 100 londed boxeards in the Horbung morshelling yard, Close oir
support wes given lgt ROK Corps,

On 11 August 99 sorties including only 16 defensive sorties, were
launched, £11 of the usual types of missions were flown, including
close air support for the 1st ROK Corps. Spobtdy weather coused nmony
diversions,

On 12 August flight operations were suspended while the task force
replenished,

On 13 August 95 sorties were leunched with 78 sorties being coffensive.
The nigsions were of the usual types with wenther causing neny diver-
sions to armed reccos, The enemy continued, as In the three dnys rre-
vious, to use meny vehdcles during deyligh® hours, These Included tracks,
cxeorts, trains, and small boats, ond node targete plentifill for armed
roeeos. Closc air support was given the 2nd Infentry Division ol She
lat HOK Corps,

On 14 Aupust cdverse weather conditicnms prevented flight operations,

On 15 August 90 sorties were flown on the usual typc miesions with
close air support golng to the lst ROK Corps, 2nd RCK amd 7oh ROX
Divisions,

On 16 August flight operations were again cancelled due to weobthers

On 17 fugust ports of eneny held Kerea were still obscoured by low
ceilings and rain, but 63 sorties were lounched, Twelve of those wers
defensive. The offensive sorties included 15 AD-27s an’ 16 FAU-4!s
which delivered 38,3 tons of bombs to o heavily fortified hill thot
wag being aottacked by the lst ROK Corps, ,

On 18 August 42 offensive gorties were launched bringlng the days
total to A6 sorties of all kinds, All of the usuel types of missicons
were flown,

On 19 August the Task Foree replenished, :

(n 20 and 21 Adgust no flyingz wes done ns the task force sought
refupge in the eastern portion of the Sea of Japan fron the typhoon
"Morpel ,

On 22 August three MD-4N'gs and one FAU-ANL were lornched as early
norning heclklers but they found encuy-held territory almost completely
wenthered in and all other offensive milsalcons were cvontually cancelled,
Total nwiber of scrtics for the day was 14. USS DOXER wes relieved on
stetion during the aftorncon, end the 23rd sxd 24th of hugust were spont
enroute toc Yokeaukn,
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PART III ORDNANCE

8. Machine Guns - In the FAU-4's 50 callber machine guns explosions
of the blast tubes continue to be o major problen. In one FAU-4
squadron five {5) of these explosions were experienced, three (3) of
vhich necessitated wing changes, In the other F4AU-4 squadron two (2)
blast tube oxplosions oceuyred one of which required a wing chenge,

As yet, it has not been possible to teat extensively the theory that
the incendiary rounds are causing the explosions; however, approxi-
nately 90 thousand rounds of ball amrmnition were belted ond fired
without an explosion, In some instances the borrels have gauged out
satisfactorily, and in others constrictions have been noted after
explosions have occurred., The use of stellite barrels is being dis-
continued as rapidly as replacenents are availsble, The high percont-
age of defective stellite liners in these barrels has cast a doubt
upon their nerit, Extra care hes been taken in the naintenance of guns
ond blast tubes,

b, Jot Ordnance - Very few "hung rockets" were reported during this
period, The motors of those melfunctioning rockets all bore very old
nanufocturerfs dates,

A rinimun amount of pun Aifficulty was encountered and these cases
could probebly have been alleviated if the proper equipment had been
nede aveilable, After leaving port where the guns had been ccrpletely
taken down, clecned, and worn perts replaced, one reamer was recelved
for installing the new 820392 firing pins, Rather than take the guns
down agein, the new firing ping were replaced ostinme permitted, Yo
troken firing pins werc oncountered on any guns in which the now firing
pins were installed, However, several firing pins were broken on guns
in which the new firing ping 4id not get installed.

It was necessary to replace several T-2 gun heaters, Because jet
eircraft usually fly a gocd percentoge of flights at altitudes were
gun heaters are required, these heaters are in constant use and re-
quire contimual changing. The new and betiter heaters are not avail-
sble as yet and until they are, the constant chenging of these hoators
involves a lerge number of nan hours,

It has been necessary to change Mk 9 Mod 3 rocket launchers quite
frequently, It is considered as stated in previous reports that these
lounchers are too wesk for the speed and additional siress placed upon
then in jet oircraft operations,

It is wise to chock prossure switches occasionally, During this
nonth the jot squadron experienced two eases of "light struck primers®
resulting from defcotive pressure switches which were irmediately
replaced, reredylng the situation.

The jet squadron enjoyed a high percentage of fire of both 20rm
guns and rockets which it is felt ia the result of contimual prevent-
ative maintenance, It has been found that costing the external parts
of 20rm guns conbtinues to be advantegeous for preventing rust and
corrosion from sea spray.

¢ 20 Millineter puns: The VC-35 detachment reported erratic operation
of guns until Bendix chargers were replaced by Interstate chargers,
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d. Bombs and Racks - The Aero 14A instollation on the FAU-4's has
continued to be effective exnept for an oceasional electrical failure,
The following modificaticns are submitted for the improvement of the
installation:

1. Substitute an autonetic feature for simulteneously locking the
twe lugs on each rack,

2, Substitute one plece, leover-operated sway braces for the two
piece crank-opernted sway braced,

¢, Ordnance Expendituros:

FoF FAU-4 s FLU-5NL%s AD's Total
. - Expend.

20rm 42190 - 10300 6L375 116855
100# GP 1720 6 88 1814
250" GP A 989 1053
5004 GP : 234, 10 217 461
1000# GP 38 337 375
2000# GP 62 £2
2604 F - 96 1125 1221
M-28 Cluster : 8 8
M-29 Clustor 31 10 Al
350# ADB 2 2 3 7
Napaln | 102 189 251
ATAR 6,5" . 329 12 3.;?3.

HVAR 5,0 : 188 276 12 47
Mk~6 Floreg 26 39 65
3.25" Rocket 10 8 13
50 caliber 493465 493465

FOR 5 MONTHS OFERATIONS

3363,47 Tons of bombs expended
2454760 gallons napaln edpended
11,32/ rockets expended.
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PART IV DAMAGE

Qe

Damage to enory:
TARGETS

RR Bridges

RR Tummels

RR Tracks

RR Morshelling Vards
RR Locomotives

RR Cars

RR Handears

RR Hepair Bldgs
Highway Bridges
Highways

Trucks

Bulldozers

Other Motor Vehicles
Truck Repair Skops
Corta

Beeasts of Bwden
Villages
Factories

Saw Mills
Warehouges

Other Type Bldgs
Supply Dumps

el Dunps

Armoe Dumps

Lunber Piles
Troop Concentrations
Casualties

Tanks

Gun Enploacenents
Surface Boats

Air Strips

Hangars

Barracks

Other Militoary
Installabions

PROBABLY, DAMACED s

2

166

83

16
58

FFL2/CVGLOL/ 89
Sorre US0

DAMAGED DESTROTI

19 37*
2
A
15
<
115 101
1 1
2 1
21 30%
75#
52 79
2
3 1
1 2
13 66
30
137
L 1
1
49 50
236 458
21 L5
1 2
8 7
54
R35
6
il 57
i2 32
1
i
35 2
3 b

% Rail and highwey btridges with at least one conplete hreak are counted
as destroyed,

# This is nunber of locations at which tracks were brolsn or highways
cratered, These figures do not inelude damaged or destroyed highway
or rail bridges, but do inelude bridge aprroaches. HNot included
are {three rail bridges, two rail tunnels, one railroad track location
and 14 highway lozations a1l of which were seeded with delayed action
bombs or antidisturbance bombs,
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TART IV

be Demage to cown forces.

A. FIF Demsge (VF~721)

30 Jul 1951
3 Aug 1951
4 hug 1951
4 Aug 1951
6 Lug 1951

10 Aug 1951

i4 Aug 1951

15 Aug 1951

15 fug 1951

Flak hit fuel cell, Bulo 123651

Elevator tip dameged. PBullo 1256€0

Flalk in nose sestion, Bulio 123666

Flak in nose section, Bulo 123451

Flap change. Rocket burn, Bullo 123660

No hook landing; overhaul damege. Bulio 123651
Flak holes, BulNo 123660

Ditched after catapulding, DBuNo 123660

Flak holes, BuNo 123553

Flak holes, BuNo 123642

Bo TF4U Damage {VF-791)

28 Jul 1951
31 Jul 1951
31 Jul 1951

3 Aug 1951
6 fug 1951

7 hug 1951

9 Aug 1951
9 Aug 1951

9 Aug 1951

L Aug 1951

14 Aug 1951

Damage to main fuel line by enemy. BuNo 97317

Damage to starboard olevator by enemy. Bulio 82084

Damage to starboerd wheel door and wheel, 4A flak,.

Bullo 81289

Damage to fabric on sierhosrd aileron, AA flak, Bulo 67317
Damege to storboerd wing by eneny flak. I'le in fabiis,
c¢amaged inspection plate on top of wing, and minor dan=zgs
to wing ribs. Starboard aileron had 1o be changed,

Bulo 81772

Damage to lever, part no, VR-10483-2; bhearing, parit no.
AN~206~D8-5; end fork end, part no, CV-55449 by enemy flak.
BulNo 97305

Damage requiring fabric patch on wing and trim tab, by
enemy flak. BuNo 82084

Damage to gpar and ribs in wing fabric vy enemy flak, s
82084

Demage to ribs and after spar. vertical fin and ruddev,
starboard horizontal fin and sterhoard eilerca by enewy
flak. Bullo 8119

Damage to both port and sterboard wings by cnemy flak.

BulNo 81715

Damege to hydraulic lire on wing fold cylinder by enemy
flek, Bulo 81715
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G. F4LU Damage {(VF-884)

D,

Fa

6 Aug 1951 Holes from small arms fire in left wing patched., EuNo 97045
7 sug 1951 Explosion in right wing center blast tube, Wing change,

Bulo 81936
7 Aug 1951 Explosion in right wing oubtboard blast tube, Wing change,
BuNo 81764

10 Avg 1951 Holes fronm small arms fire in left wing patched. BuNo 2125/

10 Aug 1951 Explosion in right wing center biesst fube, Wing change,
BulNo 97210

10 Aug 1951 Shrapnel damage to port wing rocket launchers repalred.
(Believed to be own bomb blast). Bullo 97210 :

10 Aug 1951 S‘gm demage from smell aerms fire in belly repaired, Bulo
26940

10 Aug 1951 GShropnel damage to port wing outboard flap., Flap chenged.
Bulo 97210

10 Aug 1951 Skin and minor structural damege from shrapnel in belly re-
patred, (Believed to be cwn bomb blast), BuNo 97208

11 Aug 195) Shrapnel damege to por’s imboard link chute repaired. (3e~-
Jieved 4o be own bomb blast). Bulo 82086

11 fug 1951 Explosion in right wing outboard blast tube, Wing change,
Bullo 81969

14 fug 1951 Explosion in right wing center blast tube, Wing charge.
Bullo 81969

14 Aug 1951 Prop pitted by shrapnel fraogment; smoll arms fire in belly,
loeft wing tip, batteries, radio equipmeni, wight Tlap. and
flap gep door, All domage repoired on boerd. Bulle 96940

AD Damage {VAa-702)

2 Aug 1951 Damoge to port wing, tail hook broken, ruddsr skin punciurad:
hit by flak, BuNo 122315

4 Mug 1951 Damaged skin of vertical fin - hit by 50 cal, Eulo 122248

6 fug 1951 Damage to prop; port wing sidn punctured -~ hit by fisk,
Bullo 122326

11 Aug 1951 Fuselege skin damaged by .30 cal. BuNc 122326

13 fug 1951 Cowl flap punctured by fisk. Bulie 1221

i3 Aug 1951 Port wing skin broken in two places, Fuselags punctured.
Speed ring in engine nose housing broken. 0il cocler scoor
punctured. Hit by flak, BuNo 122315

i3 Aug 1951 Fuselege skin punctured - hit by smell erms fire. BulNo L2700,

1/ Aug 1951 8kin on sterboard side fuselsge punctured - hitv by 50 cal .
Balo 122326

15 Afug 1951 Ekin broken on rudder and sterboard landing flsp. Hit by
+30 ecal, Bulo 122314

F40~-54L Damage (V0~3)

6 fag 1951 Hole pert side engine cowl, Bomb fragment. Pulo 124510
13 Aug 1951 Hole in uhderside fuselage. Bomb fragment. BulNo 124515
37 Lug 1951 Hele in pord flap. 030 cal. bullst, Ballo 124513

AD-4N Damege {VC=35)

29 Jul 1951 Wing spar hit by .30 cal. bullet., Bulo 124142
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PART V PERSCNNEL

8. Ordnancemen - The impcrtance of keeping the ordnance depariment of
carrier squadrons at a high level particulariy in the F4U and AD squadrons
cannot be over emphesized. Since deployment this alr group has expended
3363.47 tons of bombs, 245,760 gallons of napalm and 11,324 rockets. This
Zoes not include the several million rounds of machine gun ammunition ex-
pended,

be Morale ~ The merele of enlisted personnel is considered e be excellent

2. Pilots - Since the arrivel of the replacement pilots for VF-884 and
VA-702 the pilot complements have been adequate.

G. OCmsualties - LTJG Henry B, RATHBONE, 485508/1310, USN was lost on 4
August 1951, when his plane crashed into the sea on a normel carrler teke off.

PART VI OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

8, Operations -

(1) VF=-721 ~ It hae been noted thet no jet aireraft have been damaged by
rocket blasts or ricochets,

The following conditions are recommended for catapulting the FOF-2's
fully losded with fuel and 20mm ameunition:

CRDNANCE - ABSOLUTE MINIMUM ¥WIND
Ho recckets 31 kts,
Two rockets 32 kts,
Four rockets 33 kts,
Six rockets 34 kta,

These figures were determined through actusl cperating condibicns during
which three aircraft have Leon lost on lmunches, It is to he noted that a
margin of safety is pormitted to allow for a slight decresse of full power
oubput of aircraft or e weak cetapult shot which would ret be of sufficlent
fault to be clessified as a melfunction. In all threc instances of aireral™
going in the water there have been simultaneous lsunches in whiczh one alr-
craft remained airborne while the other did not. In each cags full pewer
cutput waz indicated, '

The procedure for ditching the F9F-2B which tils squadron recommends is
with gear up, flaps down, and in a nose high sttitade, However, if the
sitnation prevents getting the goar in the up position, it is recommended
that extreme caution should be exercised to held the alrerafl in & nose
high attitude while striking the water.

Because of the tendency of the arresting hock to drop dowm while taxilng
out of the gear, it i3 the policy of this squadren o hold ‘bhe hook retrasi-
ing button in until the Davis barriers are crossed,
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One jet was taken aboard without a hook, A1l three (3) Davis type
barriers were engaged but were ineffective as the mein lending gear was
sheared from the aireraft, and it wes finally stopped by a row of flight
deck trectors spotted forward. The policy is %o heve the FOF type alrcraft
extend their hooks before leeving the beach or twenty minutes prior to

landing if on CAP, This permits plones with hook malfunctions to lend
ashore,

{2) VF-791 - Adequate briefing should be strangly emphasized. For conven-
icnee, briefing can be broken into two separate categories.

Target and genersl situation briefing: This is accomplilshed by the AJO
end contains target informetion, alternate target, current situsntion, S4R
:nformation, westher, end known anti-sircraft positioms,

Pactical briefing: This phase of the briefing is performed by the
flight leader. Complete planning from lsunch to landing is considered
necessary. While squadron doctrine tckes care of the greater part of
situations arising on each £light, such metters as direction of attack,
type of attack, co-ordinstion of runs and recoverics must be thoroughly
understood and adhered to by all pilots. There have been many instences
in the past of planes making too many runs on the same target. This
squadron hes found edequate pre-flight and post-flight bricfing to be the
answal's .

More VHF channels are nceded to sccommodate the communication load of the
present type operations.

Liajson with air Foree and LArmy units ashore has been generally good, ud
on oceasions there heve been misunderstandings and time lost in finding ths
proper ground controllers.

(3) v¥-884 - During this reporting cycle VF-88/4 has concentrated on effective
use of ordnance, AA evosion, and coordination of attacks.

{4) VA-70R - The squsdron hag contimed to change its dally tactics as re~
quired, and the pilots ere using everything brought out in cperations since
entering the combat zone, The pilot!s instrument training has contributed
in a lerge measure to completion of missions conducted in marginal weather,
The now cushioned seat pans for the parachute bags has helped some, but
further study 1s required to relieve pilot fatigue in the AD type aircraft,

(5) VFN Team = The VFN team continued to operate as night hecklers with
moderate results, One F4J-5NL was stricken after shearing off the landing
gear ard broaking the fuselege on a night lerding,

(6) AEW Team - ABA flights mey be launched dwring verying weather conditicns
when conducting ASP. Strikes have been cancelled leaving the ASP inves-
tigator buried in the pack of planes on deck. A8 a result the plane actual.
launched as investigator has carried G.P., bombs instead of depbh charges.

It is urgently recommended thet more instructions be promilgated relative
to the use of the investigetor aireraft in attacking submarine contacts made,
Speed of action is ssmential for ASH and cennot be delayed for radio trans-
mission,

ool
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CLASSIFIED T
BART VI (7} OPERATIONS
PHOTD
£/c CAS TRANS EECON JNOF EHOTO [ESCORT (AR ASR AERQ (FL DEF IOTL
ViJ 96 : 43 158 139 158 207
TP A LA K%
v o8 248 10 48 g 12 404 20 L
YEN 21 2 9 2 23 11 g
V4 100 175 2 1 277 L 21
VAN 1 32 g 1 33 9
va 43 1 IA AT
398 424 161 50 44 73 166 8 4 920 6 L
Refresher and test *;Q;
. Y5
NOTES &
1., VAW and VAN pilots flew additionel missions in VA aircraft, and VFN
pilots flew additional missions in VF aireraft,
2, MRANS" includes bridge breokers, railroad breskers, higlwey breskers,
and seecders, '
3, The VAN sortie Msted in the WTRANS" column was a Radar Countermeasures
sortie thet accompanied o bridge bresking strike.
4e TRECON" includes armed reconnaissance of transportation routes and
arces, and night heckler operations,
5, WNGFY missions spot gunfire for UN surface units asleug the eastern coast
of Koreso,
6. TAERO® sorties were westher reconncissance,
SQUADRCN OR UNIT TOTAL HOURS HOURS_FER PILOT  TLIGHIS PER PTLOT
VF-721 566,7 7.7 9.7
VF-791 658.7 28,3 9.0
VF"SSA 598.1 34#9 8 a:‘-
VA=702 984.1 32.9 10,0
"\rc-s Det 11202 22&& '?QO
VG~11 Det i6l.1 32,2 9.2
VC-35 Det 143.1 28.6 i1.0
VG"61 DEt 8003 2091 1100
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VI B. Maintenanses DECLASSIHED

(1) JET MAINTENANCE:

A, There has been a contimiation of failures of the TJC~1 fuel con-
tral unlt anerold assembly, The fact that these failures heve continued to
cceur after s considerable peried of operating with oil in the fuel indicates
et the faillures arc not necessarily comnected with the lack of oil in the
fuel o8 wes previously suppnsed.

B. 1Two more failures heve been experienced of the flapper valve
relaining spring with a resultant total loss of dampening sction of the
arresting hock recoil strut.

C. VF-721 hns hnd numerous cases of the landing gosr retracting very
slawly. It is recommended thet a landing gear selector valve incorperating
strenger poppet valve return springs be incorporated. Ingtalling new valves
has not helped the situation for any apprecisble length of time,

{2) F4U Meintenance:

4. Wing explosions, small erms fire, and minor aircraft handling
accidents were the greatest contributors to the maintensnce preoblem, Desplte
followlng the prescribed maintenance proceduzes and gun inspection, the wing
trouble persists,

B, The supply situntion has been grestly improved by increased
stoek and/or decresse in opersting hours. Abnormal numbers of gun explosions
caused one plane to be AOG for eight days for z wing,

C. Overhauled RB-19-2 spark plugs arec in use and give an accephaeble
sexrvice life of about 85 hours.

(3) AD Maintenance:

A, It has been necessary to change two harnesses arnd repack and
replace leads in two additional ones,

B, Two englnes have been changed since the last artion repert; one
{reference VA-702 RUDM 12-51) because of excessive bronze mstal in the sump,
and the other because of flak damsge in the noge housing.

C. One aireraft was held ACG two weeks because the aviation supply
department on board ship does not carry the AD type main Jending gear fairing
on thelir allowance list., It is strongly recommended the’ this be edded %o
the shipfs allowance list since a majority of barrier craeshes will result in
damage to the maln landing gear fairing,

D, Weak radis recepiion in several coses was traced to corresion
ccewmring in the pilot utility receptacle. I% is recommended that the oxygen
trunk be secured in an accessible place in the cockpit and not ke left
plugged inte the recepivacle. The receptasle door can then Se left clesed 4e
prevent molsture firom corroding the electrical points,
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E. K25 cameras installed on four aircraft worked efficlenily during
this period and have bosen of great value in ascsessing strike demege. They
were attached to the ¥k 55 bomb rack on station #7 and reinforced by running
a heavy wire pmlled taut over to the next reck. By proper use of these cam-

eras, photo plane strlke assessment can virtvally be eliminated on AD ard
FAU strikes,

) F. Working conditions on an aircraft carrier, while not inhergrtly
asngerous, are more hazardous than similar operstions performed on large arens
of lapd baeses, With these fasts in mind, VA-702 has undertaken a progrem 1o
minimize all possible dangers to personnel without decreasing the efficiency

¢r quallty of work. In six months not one man hour has been loat due to
injuries,

s /y’ip/,, .
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