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GENERAL NARRATIVE

On 8 April 1951, Task Element 95,11, of truly United Nations
aspect, comprised of USS BATAAN, 'i%h VNF 312 embarked, HMS
THESEUS, and sereening destroyerss USS ENGLISH (DD 696}, USS
SPERRY (DD 704), HMS CONSORT, HMAS BATAAN, HMCS ATHABASEAN and -
HMCS HURON sortied Sasebo at 0700, 8 April 1951 in compliance .
with CTF 95 Operation Order 1-51, to conduct operations on

East Coast of Korea in accordance Anmnex Baker, CTF 95 secret
Operation Order 2-51 and CTE 95.11 confidential Operation

Order 2-5) Revised. OTC and CTE 95.11 Captain B, T. NRALE,

USK in USS BATAAN (CVL 29).

The Task Element arrived in the operating area night of 8

April and reported to CTG 95.2 for cperational control at 2309
Item. Alr operations were initiated early morning 9 April and
continued through 15 April consisting of interdietion strikes,
armed reconnaissance, air spot for naval gun-fire and combat

&ir patrol. The primary physical objective was stoppage of -
eneny traffic, especially trucks, on the enemy's mainm supply route
along the sasl coast of Korea in the vicinity of Wonsan, ung,
apd Songjin. Surface operations conducted were those required
for air operations, replenishment, and night steaming. Forma-
tion 4 Roger was usgsed throughout except during replenishment.

During this peried five aircraft and one pilot wers lost to
enemy action. On 9 April lst Lt. J. 5. Sumner of VNF 312
ditched his plane in Wonsan Bay after it sustained damage from
enemy AA during an ajrspot mission in support of naval gun-
fire againat Wonsan by TE 95.21. Rescue units were immediately
alerted and a timely rescue was made by & helicopter dispatched
from USS MANCHESTER at Wonsan. lst Lt. Sumner was uwninjured
and was returned to USS BATAAN the following day. Analysis of
the pilot's report of this incident indicated that his immer-
sion suit performed gsatisfactorily for a brief period but that
thereafter a econsliderable guantity of water seeped through at
the wrists and neck. In addition to increasing the discomfort
of the pilot, the welght of the water within the suit made re-
covery by thke helicopter diffiecult.

On 10 April a Sea Fury, operating from HM3S THESEUS, pileted by
Pilot III R. H. Johnson, was shot domn by AA about 35 miles
southwest of Wonsan in enemy territory. Anr extensive and thor-
ough search falled to reveal any sign of the pilet and rescue
efforts were abandoned. He was reported lest in action and
presumed killed.
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An uynfortunate incident involving THESEUS alrcraft teok place
the same morning when one land-based U.S. Marine Cersalr, in &
case of mistaken identity, attacked two Sea Furles south of
Wonsan. Both Sea Furles were hitgﬂgna was extensively dameged.
Fortunately, the pilots were net t and were able to complete
a successful landing aboard the THESEUS, This incident was re-
ported to Commanding General, First Marinme Air Wing for appro-
priate action.

Two days later, on 12 April, a Firefly operating from HMS

THESEUS was forced to ditch at sea 10 miles southeast of Hungnanm
after being hit by 4AA. Pilot and crewman were recovered wnin-
jured by hellcopters from BATAAN and THESEUS. The following

day, 13 Aprlil, a Sea Fury piloted by Lt. J. 8. Humphreys was
damaged by AA and forced down on land é miles southwest of
Hambung., Rescue was effected by a helicopter from USS MANCHESTER.
The pilot suffered a fractured right ankle, concussion, shock,
exposure, and lacerations.

On 14 April, Capt. H. G. Hemnenburger of VMF 312 was forced to
land at Pohang when 2 gun blast tube in the port wing blew up
during & strafing attack on enemy positicna. The pllot was
uninjured. The same day, & Sea Fury, plleted by Lt. I. L.
Bowman, was hit by AA fire and forced to erash land 6 miles
southwest of Hungnsm. RESCAP was formed by other members of
his flight and nearby BATAAN alreraft until rescue was effect-
od by helicopter frem USS MANCHESTER. In performing the rescue,
the helicopter was subjeet to considerable small arms fire.

The pileot was uninjured, and was returned to THESEUS. The down-
ed Sea Fury was destroyed by wingman's gun-fire.

During this operating perioed USS8 BATAAN launched 224 sortles
of which 218 were offensive amd 26 were Combat Air Patrol. ¢
the 218 offensive missions 20 were for airspot in support of
naval gun-fire conducted against Wensan and S8onjin by TE 95.21
and TE 95.22 respectively. The other 198 miassions comprised .
armed reconnalssance and air strikes ageinst enemy installations
and equipment found in the area.

US3 BORIE (DD 702) jeined the screen st 1515 Item, 10 April,
and was detached at 1517 Item, 11 April with orders teo proceed
to Wonsan and report to CIG 9%.2 for operaticnal centrol.

Replenishment of the Task Element was conducied in three phases:
Commonwealth destreyers were refueled in Wonsan area by PLATTE
(A0 24) on 11 April; HMS THESEUS was replenished by WAVE CHIEF
on 13 April, on completion of which she resumed flight epera-
tions; USS BATAAN (CVL 29), plus destroyers ENGLISH and SPERRY
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were replenished by RAVASOTA (AC 106) and LEO (AKA 60) on 14
April, on completion ef which at 1330 Item, normal flight op-
erations ware resumed. Alr operations were curtalled en 1
April due to fog.
Upon completion of air cperatiens 15 April, 1630 Item, HMS
THESEUS was designated CTE 95,11 at which time USS BATAAN, USS
SPERRY and HMAS BATAAN (DD) were detached and departed cper-~
ating area for Sasebo, reporting for operational eomirol to
CTG 95.1 at 1900 Item. HMS THESEUS and sereen as CTE 95.11
proceeded West Coast of Korea, replenishing enroute as neces-
sary.

USS BATAAN and screen arrived Sasebo at 1116 Item, 16 April
for period of replenishment and upkeep.

At 0930 Item, 17 April, Captain W. Miller relieved Captain
Edgar T, Rbaie as Commanding Offiecer, USS BATAAN (CVL 29) during
cerenmonies held aboard USS BATAAN at Sasebo, Japan,

USS AGERHOLM (DD 826), USS RICHARD B. ANDERSON (DD 786) apd
USS ROGERS (DDR 876) reported to USE BATAAN (CVL 29) for duty
at 1633 Item, 17 April, .

At 0700 Item, 19 April, USS BATAAN, with VMF 312 embarked, anmd
sereen composed of above destroyers sortied Sasebo in accord-
ance CTE 95.10 eonfidential dispatch 170251Z to relieve HMS
THESEUS and screen on west coast of Korea., USS BATAAN, wupon
arrival in the operating area, at 2000 Item, 19 April, assumed
duties as CTE 95.11, OTC and GTE 95,11 Captain W. Miller, USK
in USS BATAAN,

Operations were based on ComNavFE OpOrd 20-50, CTG 95 OpOrd 1-51
and CTG 95,1 OpOrd 1-51. Mission of CTE 95,11 derived from a-
bove orders and set forth in USS BATAAN OpOrd 3-51 consisted

of enforcing the United Nations' blockede of the west coast of
Korea, protecting sea communications in the Yellow fea, and
rendering air suppert to ground forces. An alr plan providing
for fifty sorties per day was promulgated. Surface operatlons
conslisted of those required for air operations, replenishment,
and night steaming. Formation 4 Roger was useé throughout except
during replenishment.

During the seven days of air operations from early morning 2¢*
April to evening 26 April, plenes of VMF 312 operating from
UBS BATAAN flew 318 scrties of which 136 were for close air
support of front line troops, 96 were reconnailsssnce missions,
18 strike, and 68 combat air patrol. Armed reconnalssance
covered the Haeju-Chinnampe region and the aresa near Hanchon.
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On 20 April Major Frank Presley, Commanding Officer of VMF3l2,
was hit in the right leg while on an armed reconnaissance mis-
sion over enemy territory. Despite the injury, Major Presley
managed to return safely aboard, Of exceptional note in this
period was the destruction of three Yak plsnes, and the prob-
able destruction of a fourth by Capt, Phillip G. DeLong and lst
Lt. Harold D, Daigh of VMF 312, about 0715 in the Chinnampo
%iga 21 4pril., This action is described in detail in Appendix

On the same morning 1lst Lt. Godbey was forced to bail out on
the malnland opposite Sokito-ri Island southwest of Chinnampo
when his engine failed. He was covered by aircraft of his
flight until rescued by ROK Marines' boat; later picked up by
helicopter and returned to the ship. Lt, Godbey suffered ine
Jury to his left ankle. The following day, 22 April, Capt.
John Rainalter was killed durlng a strike against Sariwon air-
strip. EH1t by A4, his plane burst into flames, dived into the
ground, and_oxplo&ed on impact. There was no possible chance
of survival.

Rendezvous for scheduled replenishment was effected with USS
KASKASKIA (AO 27) at 0619 Item, 23 April at latitude 36-30N,
longitude 124-30E., Replenishment was completed at 0629 Item

and alr operations were immedlately resumed. Korth Korean and
Chinese forces had initiated a new drive on the west flank of

UN forces a few hours earlier and troops ashore were in desperate
need of close alr support. During the ensuing four~-day periocd
maximum effort was devoted to close air support and a tetal of
136 such sorties were flown by pilots of VMF 312, A two-plane
CAP was maintained over the task element and armed reeconnalissance
was reduced to the minimum requirement of one flight per day for
coastal reconnaissance.

On 24 April Point Option was changed to 36-45N, latitude and
125-20E longitude for the express purpose of covering TE 95,12
during its replenishment, at the completion of which Point Op~
tion was moved to 37-00N latitude and 125-30E longitunde.

Close air support, reconnaissance and combat air patrol missions
continued until dusk of 26 April, At 2000 Item, 26 April HMS
GLORY agsumed duty as CTE 95,11, relieving USS ﬁLTAAH and secreen
on station, BATAAN and sereen éegarted operations arca and pro-
ceeded to Sasebo. At 0500 Item, 27 April USS ROGERS (DD) was
detached to proceed Pusan rOporiing for operational control to
CTG 95.2 in accordance with instructions from CTF 95 received
enroute. BATAAN and remaining destroyers, USS AGERHOLM and

USS RICHARD B. ANDERSON, centinued to Sasebo, arriving at

1345 Item, 27 April. Upon arrival, USS AGEREOLM and
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USE RICHARD B. ANDERSON were dirécted to report feor eperationsl

control to CTF 95. USS BATAAN proceeded with scheduled re-~
plenishment amd upkeep.

In order to provide maximum c¢clese air support for hard pressed
United Raticns' ferces, the replenishment and upkeep pericd for
USS BATAAN was abruptly terminated. At 0700 Item, morning of 1
May USS BATAAN with VMF 312 emberked, escorted by HMCS SIOUX
(DD) and EMS COMUS (DD), sortied Sasebc to join EMS GLORY and
screen off west coast of EKorea to conduct Joint air operatiens
against the enemy. Routine anti-sireraft gunnery exercises
were conducted emroute.

USS RICHARD B. ANDERSON (PD 786) joined the formation at 1336
Item, 1 Mey and the formation arrived in operating area Mike at
012230 Item, where rendegvous was effected with BMS GLORY and
Commonwealth destroyers. Capt. W. Miller, USN, in BATAAN
£§VL 29) assumed duties az OTC and CTE 95.11 at 0001 Item, 2

Yo

The formation was sugmented by the arrival of USS PERKINS at
0520 ltem, 2 May. TE 95.11 composed of carriers USS BATAAN and
HMS GIORY with screen composed of Commonwealth destroyers, HMCS
SI0UX, BEMS COMUS, HMAS WARRAMUNGA, HMCS NOOTKA, HMCS HERO&,
HMAS BATAAN and US destroyers ANDERSON and PERKINS, commenced
alr operations at dewn 2 Nay. At 0645 commonucaltﬁ destreoyers
%IoggEag% gguus were detached to repert for operational control
: 0 L ] L

Operations were conducted in accordance wlth current operation
orders of ComNavFE, CIF 95, CIG 95.1, and CO, USS BATAAN Opera-
tion Order 3-51, urface operations censisted of those neces-
sary to support air operations, replenishment, and night steam-
ing. PFormation 4 Roger was used threughout except during re-
plenishment.,

Air operatiens during this zeried consisted of combat alr patrol,
armed reconnaissance, and close air support, with special em-
rhasis placed on close air suppert for frani line treops. Ad-
verse weather seriously hampered flight operations during this
psriod. Low cellings, poor visibility and intermittent fog
patches were encountered on the morning of 4 May. Launching

was delayed until 1045 Item; however, the planes were wunable

to reach the target area and were forced to return, Poor visi-
bility and low ceilings msde recovery diffieult amd hazardous;
nevertheless, all planes were landed safely.

Poor weather prevailed the following day and flight operations
were delayed until late afternoon, the first launch taking place
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at 1635 King. On 7 May normsl operations were conducted except
for a delay of one half hour in lsunching the first flight.
Poor weather again delayed lawnchings umtil 1400 King 8 May.

From early morring 2 ¥ay to afternoon of 10 May planes of VNF
312 flying off the UES BATAAN flew a total of 293 sertiasl 244
offensive and 49 defensive. Bulk of the effort was directed
ageinst enemy troops in e¢lose air support of United Nations'
front line forces.

One Sea Fury and one Corsalr were lost during this period.
Afternoon of 2 May, the plilot of a damaged Sea Fury crash land-
ed in the mouth of the Ean River 30 miles northwest of Seoul
behind enemy lines. RESCAP was formed immediately and a timely
rescue was made by helicopter. The pilet was flown to Seoul
where he was placed In a fleld hospital and tresated for expo-
sure. A Cersair was lost when 2nd Lt. Swmith, while on combat air
patrel, experilenced engine trouble and decided to bail out.
Rescue attempts by helicopter failed when the pilot was unable
to extriecate himself from his parechute harness, Recovery was
made by boat dispatched by the destroyer AGERHOIM. The pilot
was later returned to USS BATAAN where he was treated for ex-
posure and shock.

Afternoon of 4 Msy destroyers VAN GALEN and SIOUX Joined the
screen, reporting for operational eomtrol to CTE 95,11 at 040400Z
and 0467002 respectively, at which time WARRAMUNGA and NOOTKA
were detached to proceed as ordered making own movement reports.

USS AGERHOLM (DD 826) jolned TE 95.11 at 1230 King, 6 May as a
replacement for the VAN GALEN, The VAN GALEN was directed to
refuel, upon completion of wkich at 1730 King she was detached
to report for operational control % CTE 95.12,

TE 95,11 waz now composed of USS BATAAN with VMF 312 embarked,
AMS GLORY, Commonwealth destroyers SIOUX, HURON, and BATAAN: -
U.S. destroyers PERKINS, ANDERSON and AGERHOLM. |

On completion of flight operatiems 2000 King 6 May, FMS GLORY
with destroyers SIOUX, HURON and BATAAN, was detached te proceed
Sasebo for period of replenishment and upkeep.

Replenishment during this period was condueted on 4 and 6 May.
Commonwealth destroyers were refuecled by the WAVE CHIEF on 4 May
in vieinity of latitude 36-20N and longitude 125-30E. USS BATAAN
and US destroyers plus the VAN GALEN were replenished cn 6 May
by NAVASOTA (AC 106) amd DIPHDA (AKA 59) in latitude 36'30‘&;
longitude 124-30E., USS AGERHOIM refueled grior to joining the
screen. VAN GALEN was detached on completion of refueling.

SN 1-6




. ) ‘ . ’ ) *

T T 'y

Flight operations were resumed at 1450 King when refueling
was completed.

A radar patrol to provide early warning of enemy surface or

alr movement between the Shantung peninsula and Korea at

night was established during this pericd in aecordance with
instructions promulgated by ComNavFE. When a destroyer could
not be provided by CTE 95.12 for this patrol a destroyer of

TE 95.11 was detached at the end of the day's flight operations
to proceed to a point approximately midway between Paengnyong Deo
island and the Shantung promontery to conduct a radar search as
prescribed and rejoin the formatlon prier to the resumption

of flight operations the next morning. Patrols were conducted
by USS PERKINS during the nights of 2, 3, and 4 May; by the USS
ANDERSON on the nights of 5, 6, 7, and 9 May; by the USS AGERHOLM
on 8 May.

On the night of 5 May, USS ANDERSON intercepted a north bound
vessel identified as the Greek freighter THERONI enroute from
Kobe, Japan to Dairen. After establishing its identity, the
vessel was allowed to proceed unmolested. On several occasions
friendly native fishing vessels were found operating in restrict-
ed areas., These were warned to confine their actlvities To
authorized fishing sanctuaries.

At the completion of Alr Operatiens 10 May USS PERKINS and USS
AGERHOLM were detached for Radar Patrol with orders to rendeg~
vous the following morning with HMS GLORY. HMCS SIOUX jolned

TE 95.11 and in company with USS ANDERSON escorted USS BATAAN

to Sasebo, arriving at 1500 King, 11 May. Anti-sircreft gun-

rery exercises were conducted enroute to port.
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" 7302/USHG_apd” 17 LT HAROLD D. DAIGH, 03863377302/ USMER. T

CAPT DeLONG was launched from the USS PATAAN at 0540 leadling .~ -
a four (4) plane flight of F4aU-4's consisting of 18T LT*s Harokd
D. DATGE. C38633/7302, USMCR and Shelby M, FORREST, 028042/7302,
USHMCR an& 2ND LT Robert E. HOWARD, Jr., 051397, UsSMcR, The
mission of this flight was to-con&uct'a regconnaigsance from
Choppekl Polnt to Onjong-ji1 along the west coast of Korea.

At about 0645 while flyind over position XC 6335 a aistress -
call was heerd from 18T LT Willlam H. GODBEY, - 026472/7302, USMCR
wnn reporited that he was balling out due to engine troubleé.

 CasT DeiOWG made radio contact with the Combat Air Patrol fly-

ing over the USS BATAAN to relay a call for the helicopter.to'be
dispatched to pick up LT GQDBEY. ' S - L

CAPT REILLY, the 1eader of LT GODBEI's fiight was orbiting at
10,000 feel above the spot wnere the latter had bhailszd outs He -~ - -
estahlished contact with the CAP alss and relayed the positien. = .-
while the remainder of the flight, 13T IT's Archibsid W, MasLACHDAN -~ -
006773/7302, USMCR and Harry W. COLMERY, 039393/7302 USMCR, orbited '
over the cowned pilot at 500 feetl. At the reqgueat of the Uda . S
BATAAN, If ‘s FORREST and fIOWARD were detached from CAPT D TONGYs = ¢
Divislon and sent to the Isiand of Paengnyong~ds to escort a
rescus nelicopter based thserss . .

CAPT DeLONG and LT DAIGH-wefe'flying norihegsy towards & o o
»rebrisled target at XC 0902 where they wers +¢ fettison their
load. This ¥light climbed for sltitude over Hojang-do XC 8983 In

an opan formeticn with LT DAIGH about 500 yards at 7 stelock from .
CAPT DallNG. Upon reaching an altitnds of apprriimately 2000 feet, -
17 DAIGH cbaerved four (4) alreraft approachning from the riopthwest -
and above nis fiight, These airaraft procsedsd “Ho make a run. on - -
CAPT DaLONG from the northwest and from @pproximately 5000 feebs

«  Fiying in a loose right echelon tne four (4) aircraft made & - -
right then a left turn (at apout 10 o'clogk) toward CAPT DelONG. . -
this fijight apparently did not see LT DAIGH. CAPT DelONG's ==~ - =

attenhtion was first directed to this flight when the first two - -
airirifﬂ opened fire on him and a buliet hit his plane aft of the =
asockpit. 7 ' - T L

LT DAICGH pulled in behind the attacking aircraft and was able to
follow their number three man reaving thelr number four plane at
7 o'clock to LT DAIGH.  IZ DﬂiGH broke away from his position bew .

 hind the number three man and dove to the left and below the . =
number four man who was firing at him. LT DAICH made a climbing .
360 degree turn and opened fire on twe (ZJ-fnemy'aircraft;witﬁ:uga s

- observed results. He then tailled in at 4 s'clock on another agemy -
phane; opened'fi;e,_hitting-thg.tail,-fhsalage;and-wing,iﬁgiﬁgﬁiﬁga'
caused the starboard wing cf the enemy aircraft Lo bresk off and .

the plane crashed and burped, - - . . . T e
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Meanwhile, CAPTDeLONG, upon being hit, %1§lg'ﬂsp11t g to pick
up speed .apd pade & climhing-turn to the left, fTwo (2) eremy air-
- ¢r ¢ #17ing runs from astern, but overshot and turned wide

while he pulled in bshind and returned fire on the two (2) aireraft i

with unobserved results. While CAPT DeLONG was in a climbing lefd
turn one (1) enemy aircraft orossed in front of CAPT DelONG's plans
erossing from right to left. At that instant an aircraft was seeln

by CAPT DelONG to crash into the ground and burn. This was LT DAIGHs

kili. The plane crossing CAPT DeLONG's nose was fired on by CAPT -
DeLONG sending the enemy plane spinning into the ground smoking.®
This second enemy aircraft crashed and burned about one~half mile
west of the spot where fhe first plane was burning. 1ST 1T DAIGH
also observed this aircraft burning on the ground, g

 CAPT DelONG turned to the left and headed eastward when he ob-
served three (3) planes flying ahead of him also heading east. LI
DAIGH was puvrsuing one (1) enemy aircraft, with the second enemy
aireraft foLlowing to the left and turning right on to LT DAIGH's
tai>, CAPT DeLONG called LT DAIGH and told him to pull up as the
enemy was on his tall. 5 : i

1T DAIGH turned hard to the left and dropped under and astern
opening fire oh the enemy plane as 1i overran him, His fire start-
ed the enemy plane smoking out of both sldes of the cockplt from
around the wing rqots. .

CAPT DelONG continued tailing the enemy lead plane and hils open-
ing fire started this airera®i smoking. The enemy attempted to
ovade the fire by turning to the south, and then %o tne wesbty
CAPT DaLONG's pursuing fire caused the enemy plane to puff smoke.
The eneny plane did a "Split an and headed wost. CAPE DeLONG
followed through and continusd to tail in on him firing. The enemy
plane was observed to be smoking from both wings and the fuselage
while fregments of thé aircraft kept falling off., Papers were seen
coming from the cockpite. Following this the pilot jettisoned his
-hood and than bvaiied out. The enemy aireraft went into the water.

The pilotis paracaute opened and he decscended into the water .
apparently unhurt, Lo o

CAPT DelONG and LT DAIGH then joined up and climbed to 6000 feet,
orbiting over the downed enemy pilot's location. CAPT DelONG call-
od CAPT REILLY and requested that the helicopter whleh had been
reguested previously to plck mp LT GODBEY also attempt to pick up
the enemy pilot. The section orbited this area for aboyt 10 minubes
and then headed south toward Changyon. .

The fourth enemy aircraft which LT DAICH had started 5mbking was
last seen climbing east into the sun smoking from both wing and
roots. Furthers search for this airerafd produced negative results.

A rough engine in 1T DAIGH‘s piane and smoke in the cockpit of -
GAPT DelONG's alrcraft compelled the flight to return to the BATABAN,
Tre £1ight landed without mishap at €820. | | .
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The enemy aircraft were first sighted about 0715. The dog-
fight was over &y about 0725, A1l the aerial action took place
between 2000 and 3000 feet. This unexpected attack found both S
CAPT DoLOWG and LT DAIGH's aircraft cearrving beily tank and a - -
500 pound boab; or a napalm tank, which were not jettisoned until
the combat was nearly over., Ecch piane, likewise, was carrying
a wing load of six (6) HVAR rockets and two (2] 100 pound Bombs
which were not jettisoned until the flight headed for the ship..
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The enemy aircraft Were identified 8s either YAK 3's or YAK 9is

The mafklﬁgs on the aircraft were whilte circles outllned in red
and a rec star in the céenter.

These marxings were located on the fuqelage aft end below the
cockplt; 2xd on underside of left wing.

The alr-paf't was painted 1n camouflage that ran from silver to
lighti greeu.

'OFINIONS |
If is tiue opinion of CAPT DeLONG and 1ST LT DAIGH thats

l. The attack by the enemy aircraft wasg verV'ponr1f executed
as tka; ha? numerical superioriity and altitude sdventage, They
alse had an opportunity tc make the attack out of the sun, but
didn*%t, instead made it 9C% to the sun. ALiso the fast that they -
used 2l four elirceraft to make an initial 3ttacx on only tws aire

crafi,

2, Jhoc oeir a1501nline cf the enemy was good as the effectively
kept ali air-rafi - gether in the seme area to be mutuvally supportf
ing. ' '

3. hey prease@ home thelr attack with determinatian and did

 not attempt to leavs the area until they were smoking from hitSa
4, Their marksmanship was poor on defleution shooting. o

5. The FAU 4, even while loeded with droptank, 500 pound homb
o Wapalm and fui wing load of & HVARS and 2 100 pound bombs and
2400 rounds of 50 cal ammo is more mansuverable than the YAK~3
r 9, at e¢peeds between 140 and 160 knots.

'6, Tne YAK pilot were considerably 1nierior in flying ability
to the } apanese in Vorld War II,

7. The YAK is inferior in spead and rate to climb to the F4U;4 _ ;ﬁ
deimum speed used by the YAK's was about 200 to 250 knots. Most )
1nne*"e“inJ after the first pass wes below 200 knots.

8. .8ince no effective evasive action was taken bv the YAK gilpt -
it is beliavad they eitherllapked'&aining or experience or both,
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PART II
" CHRONOLOGY | |
At Sasebo, Japan, for logisties.

At 0700 Item departed Sasebo, Japan, enroute
operating area off east coas% of Korea in com-
pany with HMS THESEUS anrd screening ships con-
sisting of HMS CONSORT, HMAS BATAAN, HMCS HURON,
HMCS ATHABASKAN, USS ENGLISH and USé SPERRY. '
CTE 9%.11 in USS BATAAN,

Operating as TE 95.11 off east eoast of Korea

in Wonsan area. Launched 10 CAP and 34 of of-
fensive sortles; 24 armed recco, 4 strike
Songjin-Wonsan area, 6 naval gun-fire air spot
for IE 95.21 at Wonsan and TE 95.22 at Songjin.
An F4U 4, piloted by 1st Lt. J. S. Sumner, USMCR,
was hit by small arms fire and ditched in Wonsan
harbor. Pilet rescued by helicopter from USS
MANCHESTER. No serious imjury to pilet.

Operating as bsfore. At 1515 the USS BORIE

(DD 702) joined sereen., Launched CAP and ASP
provided by the THESEUS, 45 offensive sorties;
37 armed recco, 4 sirike Wonsan area, 4 air spot
for I8 95,22 in Sengjin area. Two Sea Furys
from the THESEUS damaged when attacked by two
shore-based Marine Corsairs south of Wonsan.
Both pllots were able to return and land aboard
THESEUS uninjured. Sea Fury from THESEUS, pilot
Lt. R. H. Johnson, RN, shot down by enemy 35
miles southwest of Wonsan, Area searched thor-
oughly, no sign of pilot; search abandoned the
follcwing day.

Operating as before. At 1517 USS BORIE detached
for duty with TE 95.21 at Wonsan. Commonwealth
destroyers refueled at Wonsan, ZLaunched CAP sand
ASP provided by THESEUS, 7 offensive sorties;
all armed recco. Weather conditions unfavorable
for flight operations due to fog.

Operating as before. Launched CAP, 1 ASP pro-
vided by THESEUS, 48 offensive soriies; 44 armed
recco, and 4 te strike rallroad hridges in the
Yonghung arca. One Firefly from THESEUS ditched
at sea 10 miles southwest of Hungnaem. The pilet
and observer were rescued by helicopter from USS
ST PAUL, no injury to personnel.
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13 April 1951

14 April 1951

15 April 1951

16 April 1951

17 April 1951
18 April 1951
19 April 1951

"
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Operating as befere. THESEUS replenished from
HMS WAVE CHIEF, Lsunched 2 CAP, 1 ASP provided
by THESEUS, 35 offensive sortles; 27 armed recco,
8 airspot for TE 95,21 at Wonsan and TE 95.22 at
Songjin. Sea Fury from THESEUS, pilot Lt. J. 8.
Huxphreys, RN, was shot down by enemy AL fire
six miles sauihuust of Hamhung. The pilet,seri-
ously injured, was rescued by helicopter from
USS MANCHESTER.

Operating as before. BATAAN, ATHABASKAN, SPERRY,
and ENGLISH replenished at sea from USS ﬁAYASOtA
(40 106) and USS LEO (AKA 14), Launched 2 CAP, 1
ASP provided by THESEUS, 20 offensive sorties,
all armed recco. An F4U 4, pilot Capt. H. G.
Henneberger, USMC, was forced to land at Pohang
when a gun blast tube in the port wing blew up
during a strafing run. The pilot was uninjured.
A Sea Fury from THESEUS, pilet Lt. I, L, Bowman,
RN, was hit by enemy AA fire 10 miles southwest
of Hamhung and crash landed in the same area with
no injury te pilot. Rescue was effected by heli-
copter from the USS MANCEESTER,

Operating as before. Launched 6 CAP, 1 ASP pre-
vided by THESEUS, 25 offensive sertiosinzl armed
recco, 4 airspot for TE 95.22 at Songjinm and

TR 95.21 at Wonsan., Flight operations were cur-
talled duwe to fog in the operating area. 1630
Item the THESEUS and screen assumed duties of
TE 95.11 and departed for west coast cperating
area; the BATAAN accompanied by HMAS BATAAN and
USS SPERRY departed for Sasebo, Japan,

Arrived Sasebo, Japan 1116 Item for logistic:
support.

At Sasebo, Japan, for logistic support.
At Sasebo, Japan, for loglstic support.

At 0700 Item underway Sasebe, Japan, enroute op-
srating ares West Coast Korea accompanied by USS
RICHARD B. ANDERSON (DD 786), USS ROGERS (DD 876),
and USS AGERHOLM (DD 826). At 2000 Item relieved
HMS THESEUS and screen as TE 95.11. CIE 95.11 in
USS BATAAN,
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21 April 1951

22 April 1951

23 April 1951

24 April 1951
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20 April 1951 Operating as TE 95.11 off West Coast of Korea.

Launched 31 offensive sorties, all Armed Recco,
and 8 CAP, :

Operating as before., Launched 33 offensive
sorties; all Armed Recco, and 10 CAP, 1st Lt..

¥. H. Godbey, USMCR, was forced to bail out south-
west of Chinnampo, when the engine of his F4U 4
aircraft cut ont, He landed near the coast
opposite Sokto-rli Island where he was picked up
by friendly Korean Marines who withdrew him in

a small boat, He was subsequently transferred
from the boat by helicopter to the island of
Cho=-do and later taken 50 miles south to island
of Paengngong-do by an Air Force helicopter,

There he was picked up by ship's helicopter,

The only injury to the pilot was a sprailned ankle.

After leaving two planes of his section to

cover Lt., Godbey, Capt. Phillip DeLong and lst

Lt. Harold Dalgh proceeded north of Chinnampo

where they were surprised by four enemy aircraft
which attacked from the northwest. In the

ensulng encounter Capt. DeLong shot down two of

the enemy planes and Lt. Daigh shet down one while
the other fled the scene in flames, and is belleved'
to have crashed 20 miles farther north, where parts
of a YAK and the body of an enemy pilot were re-
covered several days later,

Operating as before. Launched 8 CAP and 26

of fensive sorties; 8 Armed Recco, 18 Strikes in
the Chinnampo - Sarlwon area. F4U 4, pilot Capt.
Jack Rainalter, USMCR, was hit by enemy AA fire
near Sariwon, erashed, and exploded, with no
chance of survival by the pillot,

Operating as before. Replenished from USS
NAVASOTA (A0 27). Launched 12 CAP and 40
offensive sorties; 36 CAS, and 4 Armed Recco.

Operating as before. Launched 10 CAP and
40 offensive sorties; 36 CAS, and 4 Armed Recco.
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25 april 1951

26 April 1951

27 April 1951
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Operating &s before., Launched 10 CAP and 40
offensive sorties; 32 CAS, and 8 Armed Recco.

Operating as before, Launched 10 CAP and 40
offensive sorties; 32 CAS, and 8 Armed Recco.
2000 Item, BATAAN and escoris relieved as

TE 95.11 by HMS GLORY and escorts,

Enroute Sasebo, Japan for apkeeg and logistic

support., 0500 US5 ROGERS (DDR 376) detached

for duty in Wonsan ares in accordance with in=

structions received enroute Sasebo. 1520 Item

g:f%&ﬂ, ANDERSON and AGERHOLM moored Sasebo
or.

28«30 Apr 1951 At Sasebo, Japan for logistic support.

1 May 1951

2 May 1951

3 May 1951

4 May 1951

At 0650 Item departed Sasebo, Japan, enrouie
operating area off west coast of Korea in com-

any with HMS COMDS and HMCS SIOUX to join HMS
CLORY and screen.

Captain W, Miller in USS BATAAN assumed dutles

as CTE 95.11 at 0001 Item. Operating as TE 95,11
off west coast of Korea, the USS BATAAN and HMS
GLORY were screened by HMCS SIOUX, HMS COMUS,
HMAS WARRAWUNGA, HMCS NOOTKA, HMCS HURON, HMAS
BATAAN, USS ANDERSON with the USS PERKINS join-
ing at 0520 Item. CAP and ASP provided by the
GLORY. BATAAN launched 43 offensive sortles

811 Armed Recco, During afterncon air opera%ions
a pilot from the GLORY was hit by enemy AL fire
north of Seonl and was forced to ditch in the
Han River with no injury to pilot. Rescue was
effected by an Air Force helicopter. 2000 Item
PERKINS detached for duty as radar picket north
of force returning at 0530 Item the next morning.

Operating as before, Launched 11 CAP and 34
offensive sortiess 16 CAS and 18 Armed Recco.
0530 Item PERKINS rejoined screen, 2000 Item
PERKINS again detached for duty as radar picket
returning at 0530 Item the next morning.

Operating as before. CAP and ASP provided Dy
GLORY. BATAAN launched 10 offensive sorties;
all Armed Recco. Flight operations were re-
stricted due to fog., Refueled Commonwealth dew
stroyers from HMS WAVE CHIEF, 1300 Item the
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5 ¥ay 1951

6 May 1951

7 May 1951

8 May 1951

9 May 1951
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VAN GALEN of the Royal Dutch Ravy joined the
screen. At 1600 Item HMCS SIOUX rejoined the
sereen. At 1700 Item HMAS WARRAMUNGA and HMCS
NOOTKA were detached to proceed on mission as-
sigoned. 2000 Item the ANDERSON detached for
duty as radar picket returning at 0530 Item the .
next morning.

Operating as before. Launched 2 CAP and 8 of-
fensive sortles; all CAS, Flight operations a-
galn restricted due to fog. 2000 Item ANDERSON
detached on duty as radar picket returning at
0530 Item the next morning. 0030 Item ANDERSON
reported investigation of Greek frelghter THENONI
enroute from Kobe, Japan to Dairen.

Operating as before. BATAAN, AFDERSON, PERKINS,
VAN QALEN, and AGERHOLM who Jolned screen at

1230 Item,replenished at sea from USS NAVASOTA
(A0 106) and USS DIPHDA (AKA 59). CAP and ASP
provided by the GLORY. BATAAN launched 22 of-
fensive sortles; 14 Armed Recco and 8 CAS. 1730
King the VAR GAﬁEH detached to proceed on mission
assigned., 2000 King the GLORY and screen detach-
ed to proceed to Sasebo, Japan for legistiec sup-
port. BATAAN's sereen consisted of the U.S. de~
stroyers PERKINS, ANDERSON and AGERHOLM. 2100
King the ANDERSON was detached for duty as radar
plcket returning at 0530 King the next morning.

Operating as before., Launched 11 CAP and 44 of-
Tensive sortles; 20 Armed Recco and 24 CAS,

Operating as before. Lsunched 4 CAP and 19 of-
fensive sorties; 4 Armed Recco and 15 CAS., 1738
King F4U 4, pilot D, N. Smith, USMCR, crashed -
near force &s the pilot baile& out when his engine .
quit while flying CAP. Rescue of the pilot was
effected by 2 boat from the AGERHOIM. The pilot
was not serlously injured. 2100 King the ANDERSON
was detached as radar pleket returning at 0530

King the next morning.

Operating as before. 0530 King to 1230 King fur-
nished CAP for FMS ALACRITY and USS ALGOL (AKA 54).
Launched 12 CAP and 38 offensive sorties; 4 Armed
Recco and 34 CAS,
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10 May 1951

11 May 1951

. Il

Operating as before. Launched 10 CAP and 30 of-
fensive sortiesy 3 Armed Recco and 27 CAS. 1In
the early evening HMCS SIOUX joined screen., 2000
King the AGERHOLM and PERKINS were detached to
proceed on misslon assigned; the BATAAN accompa-
nied by ANDERSON and SIOUX departed for Sasebo,
Japan. At about 2000 King HMS GLORY and screen
assumed duties of TE 95,.11.

Arrived Sasebo, Japan 1500 King for legistic sup~-
port.
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PART III

PERFORMANCE OF ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND
EQUIPMENT AND AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE

1. Material and Equipment

Performance of ordnance material and equipment was satis-

2,

Tactory for this period.
Ammunition Expended

(a) 9 April to 16 April

Callber .50 AMG 161,000 rds
100# G.P. Bombs 354
S00# G.P. Bombs 7
5.0" HVAR Rockets 1,067
F51 Kapalm tanks 77
FNapalm thickener 3,465 1bs

(b) 19 April to 27 April

Caliber .50 ANG
100# G.P. Bombs

150,000 rds
>482

500# G.P. Bombs 119
1000# G.P, Bombs 4
5.0" HVAR Rockets 1,512
Napala tanks - 127
Napalm thickener 5,713 lbs
40 MM . 78 rds
(¢) 1 May to 11 May |
Caliber .50 ANG 1?1,800 rds
100# G.P. Bombs 491
500# G.P. Bombs 107
1000# G.P. Bombs 20
5.0" HVAR Rockets 1,477
Napaln tanks 122
Napalm thickener 5,550 1lbs
40 MM 1,651 rds
20 MM 240 rds

III
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“PRrrnireN, PART IV
BATTLE DAMAGE
(A) Own - FAU 4 BuNo's as shown
9 April 1951

1. 97380 Hit in leeding edge left wing; second hit
port fuselage; no vital parts hit; Cali-
ber .30 machine gun fire.

2, 96964  Hit in leading edge of right wing; bullet
out top; bottom of right wing, out top;
Caliber .3C and Callber.50 machine gun fire.

3. 81770 Bit in lower cowling, air scoop, enginme,
leading edge right wing; Caliber .30
machine gun fire.

4. 97207  Hit starboard wheel well door; hydraulic
line; Caliber .30 machine gun fire.

De 96916 Hit left wingg Caliber .30 machine gun
fire; second hit fuselage; minor damsage;
smali arms fire.

6. 97225 Hit two feet aft of cockpit and inte
_ armor plate; minor damage fuselage; esti-
mated Caliber .30 machine gun fire,

7. 96979 Hit entered under side of elevater and
came out through top side of elevator;
minor damage; Caliber .50 machine gun

fire.

8., 96916 Hit left wing; second hit fuselage or tall;
engine failed, Ditched. |

9. 80869 Hit below right wheel well, right of skid

board; second hit lower center cowling
near #8 eylinder; third hit below center
section wing outboerd, wheel well door}
minor damagey Caliber .30 machine gun fire.

10. 9722% Hit right side fuselage; entered corner
stowage box right conscle and then hit
radie cord; second hit right wing out-
board ammunition box, intercooler door,
through water tank s%epping at engine mount;
Caliber .30 and Caliber .50 machire gun fire.

Iv-1i
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10 April 1951
BuNo.
1. 80%?
2, 81879
12 April 1951
1. 97191
2. 97207
3. 96964
4. 96989
5 97380

13 April 1951

1.

2.

3-

4,

5.

82174

96804

97084

97225

81789

Hit right horizontal stabilizer; minor
damsge; estimated Caliber .30 machime
gun fire.

Hit oil cooler; fairing wing spar; second
hit left horizontal stabilizer; third hit
battery compartment; all Caliber .30 or
Caliber .50 mechine gun fire,

Hit left wing center of wing; out through
top of wing; Caliber .30 machine gun fire.

Hit through belly tank; into wimg and
stopped; Caliber .50 machine gun fire.

Hit fuselage; exploded in electrical
system, damaging radio; second hit entered
left !ins and went out top side of wing;
Caliber .50 machine gum fire.

Hit through and top side of wings
second and ¢ hits penetrated fﬁseiago;
ninor damage; Caliber .30 machine gun fire,

Hit through wing and went out tep sidej
two holes in fuszelages no vital parts hit;
Caliber .30 machine gun fire.

Hit fuselage aft of engine into primary
air-ducts Caliber .30 machine gun fire.

Hit through left ailerené minor damage;
Caliber .30 machine gun fire,

Hit through fuselage; minor damage;
Caliber .30 machine gun fire,
Caliber .30 machine gun fire.

Hit leading edge of right wing; minor
damage; shrapnel,

Iv-2

Hit entered fuselage, minor damage;
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14 April 1951
BulNo.
1. 96964

20 April 1951

1. 97380
2. 96949
3. 82098
4, 97380
Se 96949
6. 96779

21 April 1951
le 97380

2. 96949

22 April 1951
1. 97225

24 97207

SV

Hit in starboard wingj; penetrated fabric;
minor demsge; Caliber .30 machine gun.fire.

Hit penetrated lower cowling; minor damagej
Caliber .30 machine gun fire.

Hit left flap rear; entered bottom of flap
and came out top of flap; minor damage;
Caliber .30 machine gun fire.

Hit right wheel-well door-brake assemblys;
Caliber .30 machine gun fire; brake as-
sembly replaced; hit right 3 minor
damage; Caliber .50 machine gun fire.

Hit went through fabrie in elevator;
minor damage; smell arms fire.

Hit left side of fuselage; minor damages
Caliber .30 machine gun fire.

Hit left inboard flap 3 inches from trall-
ing edge; hole in flap; Caliber .30 ma-
chine gun fire,

Hit through left cowlimg, minor damage;
second hit entered behiné forward radic
antenna APX 1 destroyed; Caliber .50
machine gun fire,

Eit entered right ecowling; seared spa&k—
plug lead; passed on through; miner dam=
age; smali arms fire.

Hit amidship; plane exploded, no sign
of 1ife noted; 40 MM autamatic weapon fire.

Hit entered left wing, out through tep of
wing; minor damage; 4é ¥M automatic weapon
fire.

IV-3
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23 April 1951
BuNo.
1. 82165

24 April 1951
1. 97121

2. 96949

25 April 1951

1. 97321
2 May 1951

1. 96818
3 May 1951

1. 81879

24 82018
7 May 1951

L. 96779
8 May 1951

1. 97121

Hit in elevator. Entered bottom, out
;?iough top; minor damage; small arms
.

Hit left side of engine, severed hy-
giaulic line; minor damage; small arms
re.

Hit penetrated wing; minor damage; small
arms fire.

Hit through forward portion of pert
wing and out top of wing; minor damege;
40 B automatic weapon firs.

Hit entered cowling; hit speed ring;
ginor damage; Caliber .30 machine gun
ire. .

Hit leading edge of port wing 2 feet
out, hit rib, came through top of wing;
minor damage; Caliber .30 machine gun fire.

Hit entered bottom side of right wing,

came out through top of wing; minor dan-
age; small arms fire.

H1t penetrated vertical fin; minor dam-
age; small arms fire.

Hit top aft fuselage to bottom mid-fuse-
lage; minor damage; small arms fire,
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9 May 1951

BuNo. |

L. 81879 Hit entered bottom of right aileron,
came out through top; minor damage;
Caliber .30 machine gun fire.

10 May 1951

1. 80869 Hit entered oll cooler in the port wing
butt and came out through top of wing
along the fuselage; minor damsge; 40 MM
auntomatic weapon fira.

2. 81181 Hit entered cowling, hit rear of prop
hub and glanced off; minor damage; Cali-
ber .30 machine gun fire.

(B) Enemy
Destroyved Disabled Damaged
Alrcraft 3 Junks 12 Aircraft 1
Junks 2 Motor vehlcles 195 Junks 2
Motor Vehicles 5 Raillears 5 Armored
Rallears 9 Oxcarts 5 vohicles 71
Oxcarts 16 Sampans 117 JMotor
Pack animals 42 Locomotives 7 vehlecle 1
Bridges 12 Tanks 5 Raillcars 18
Field pleces 22 Gun poesitions 6 Oxecarts 2
Gun emplacements 2 Floating crane 1 Locomotives 3
Fuel & supply Rail tunnels §
dumps 49 Sampans 122
Warehouses 41 Bridges 2
Buildings 771

Casvalties infllicted on enemy troops, estimated - 1920




PART V

PERSCNNEL; PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES

The performance of all personnel was excellent. However, under
rore strenuous operating conditicns it would be difficul% to
train recalled reserve personnel "on-the-job" to use equipment
and techniques which have been introduced in the fleet since .
the World War II demobilization. Some reduction in operating
efflciency could be expected. To preclude this expectation 1t
is recommended that mebilized reserve personnel be indoctrinated
in new technigues and equipment and given the opportunity to
“brush up" in their rates before being detailed to duty aboard
a ship in the combat zone,

Personnel casualties were as follows:

9 April 1st Lt. John S. Sumner, 028090, USMC, crash landed
in sea. He was picked up by rescue helicopter after
about eleven minutes. The only injury suffered was
& mild abrasion on right arm.

21 April 1st Lt. William H. Godbey, 026472, USMC, bailed out
over land and was rescued by guerillas who put him
aboard small harbor craft from which he was picked
up by helicopter., He suffered only mild contusions
to left foot.

22 April The plane plloted by Capt. Willism J. Rainalter,
020896, USMCR, was hit by anti-aireraft fire over
his target. Aircraft burst into flames immediately
and crashed into ground., There was no possible
chance of pilot survival; pilot not recovered.

8 May 1st Lt. Darrell N. Smith, 028280, USMCR, bailed out
over water after the engine of the plane he was
piloting falled. He was rescued by helicopter and
destroyer after being in the water about 13 minutes,
He was unconscious for a very short while, but suffer-
ed only mild contusions and abrasions to %runk and
extremlties.
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- 1] PART VI
COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

ir international aspect and provided valuable experience

or the units of the nations participating. Considering that

the Unlited States and British carriers and their mixed United
States, British Commonwealth, and Netherlands destroyer screen
were operating together for the first time the operations went
off remarkably well., The ability of these forces to join and
operate effectively in ecompany using the doctrines contained in
the USF publications, particularly USF 4, emphasized the benefits
to be derived from the standardization of doetrine and operating
techniques throughout the naval servieces of the United Nations.

Becogmendagign: It is recommended that standardization of
operating doctrines and technigues of Unlted Nations naval
forces be continued and that every opportunity be taken to train
and operate these foreces in company.

go :nt: The operations of 8-15 April and 1-6 May were notable
or the
b o

Comment: In plotting and reporting positions of surface and air
contacts the CICs of British Commonwealth vessels normally use a
rectangular grid coordinate system. The principal advantage of

this system appears to be the elimination of conversion plotting
between CICs. However, to facilitate operations during this #
period the British Commonwealth vessels in company used the U.S. 1
polar coordinate system of plotting and reporting.. They made q
this change without difficulty as they had formerly used the i
polar coordinate system and were equipped to use either methed,

If the need arose, however, it is believed U.S5. véssels would ;
have considerable difficul%y converting to the British system

with present CIC eguipment which is designed exclusively for the

polar coordinate method.

Another feature of the British reporting system 1is
their method of designating eontacts. All ailr contacts, including
known friendlies, such as outgoing strikes, CAP, and ASP, are given
track designations such as "Friendly twenty*. in addition, blocks 4
of numbers are reserved for certain type ralds, such as numbers '
from one to ten for interforce raids. This system is designed to
eliminate confusion between their air and surface control centers
whieh are physically separsated from each other, but it is somewhat
confusing to their allies. In the final analysis, however, the
CICs of the British and Commonwealth vessels were alert and reliable,
In some respects, such as their use of the deck condition cocde
contained in USF 15, and in the conseientious manner in which they
reported contacts, they outshone the CICs of U.S. vessels in company.

Recommendation: It is recommended that a standardized system of
radar pilotting reporting be developed and utilized by naval forces
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of the United Nations, in order that all units may have a clear
picture of the tactical situation at all times. Such a system
should approximate, where feasible, the systems employed by the
land based forces of the United Nations. 1In this connection the
rectangular grid system of reporting comtacts should be carefully
considered as it appears more adaptable to joint use than the
polar coordinate system., It is further recommended that until a
standardized CIC doctrine is effective in United Nations forces
all United States CIC personnel be familiarized with the methods
utilized by the British and Commonwealth forces, and they with
OUurs. I

“Comments BATAAN has operated with a representative cross section

of destroyers in the Korean area due to the policy of rotating
destroyers between east and west coast duties. All destroyers
with which she has operazted have been given equal opportunity to

. control BATAAN's CAP, This poliey has been highly beneficial

from a training standpoint and has paid dividends on the occasions
the carrier has suffered electronic casualties, However, in imple-
menting this poliey it has been noted that air controllers in de-
stroyers are generally in need of more practice. The reasons for
this deficiency are not definitely known, but it is understood that
destroyers are nct often enough afforded opportunities to control
CAP. '

“Recommendationg It is recommended that destroyer CIC personnel be

wv\

thoroughly indoctrinated and exercised in CAP control before their
ships are ordered tc the combat zone and that while in company with
carriers destroyers be given every reasonable opportunity itc¢ ¢on-
trol the CaPrP,”

Comment: Radio Guam (George Fox) gave uniformly excellent results
throughout the period, Radic Tokyo (Ratt Fox) continued to present
a major communication problem. There were nightly periods when
reception ranged from fair to impossible. Because this vessel was
not generally in direct communication with others iuardlng this
broasg@cast, a considerable amount of servicing resulted, usually
conducted on the ship-shore nets direct te Radio Tokyo. It was
also apparent from the number of service messages appearing on the
Radio Tokyo (Ratt Fox) that other major commands in the Korean
theater are experiencing the same reception difficulties.

Recoggendat1023° It is recommended that:
Commanders in each operating area inform Radlo Tokyo at
three~hourly intervals of the readability of Radilo Tokyo
Ratt signals and request re-runs for ships in the ares,
Radio Tokyo should re-run missing numbers immediately
after receiving a report of reliable reception.
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37=-30l 125-3CE. The sky condition over ship at 0500 was over=
cast at 2000 feet and visibility € miles with light rain. At
1100 the ceiling was 2500 feet with visibility 3 miles. The
visibility had decreased slowly throughout the morning.

The first two flipghts were cancelled but & third flight
was launched about 1100, Planes airborne reported 1700-2C00
foot ceilings with fair tc poor visibility but proceeded on their
mission. Around 1200 conditions worsened rapidly and the planes
were recalled. i/hen they landed aboard the ceiling was 300-400
feet and visibvility 1/2 to 1 mile, Conditions remained bad with
the rain ending shortly aiter mid-night, but followed by a heavy
fog with visibility O to 1/2 mile which lasted until 1610 the next
day. _

The center of the Yellow Sea had proved to be a virtual
mixing pot for the werm maritime tropical air mass from east of
the Philippines, the continental polar air mass from eastern
siberia, and the warm air mass moving across southern China, from
the Indian Ocean., Once again a cyclonic wave had formed on & slow
moving front and a new storm was born., This wave slowly intensified
and later, when located near Tokyo on the afternoon of O XKay, had a
centrzl pressure of 999 kB. deepening. This created a deep trough
aloft extending southwest to the Formosa area which proved to be an
excellent track for typhoon Iris between 8 and 10 kay. The increase
in the intensity of the high over Manchuria and the Yellow Sea be-
hind this low also aided in preventing Iris from coming closer to
Japan.

A further problem of an aerologist in this area is the
general deterioration of visibility in the Spring. Heavy sea fog
with visibility less than one mile sometimes will last well into
the afternoén. Damp haze, which is characteristic of the warm
air, is a prevalent restriction to visiblility, but it does not
reduce visibilities as much as does the fog. This haze has been
oObserved tec be heaviest two or three days after dust storms were
observed southwest of Lake Balkal, It is surmised that with high
winds aloft (about 50 knots) dust particles from the Gobi Desert
may be carried eastward to the area of Korea causing frequent
observations of haze aloft. Quite often, when the sea and sky blend
due to a high scattering of light from suspended particles, pilots
have reported wvisibilitles of one mile when visibilities betveen
ships have been as high 2s seven miies. Smoke or dust, especially
in areas of heavy ground action, further increase the concentration
of the suspended particles. Heavy smoke from fires set by the enemy
for screening purposes has restricted visibilities to 0«2 miles and, |
very freguently hampered flight operations. |
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2. Radio Tokyo give immediate priority to requests for re-
runs from ships or commands in the operating areas when
a check shows that messages requested are addressed for
action to those ships or commands,

ggm$gg§; Due to their nature Ratt broedcast files accumulate
rapldly and require a lsrge portion of the space available for
the stowage of radlc traffic files., At present it is required
that broadcast files be retained on board for six months after
receipt. In this perled Ratt files alone f1ll all available
space reserved for stowage of broadcast files in this vessel.
While additional filing cabinets can always be instaelled it is
felt that this 1s not the most desireble solution.

Recommgggatiggg It 1s recommended that the pericd required for
retentlon of Ratt broadcast files on board be reduced from six

to three months, and that current filing instructions be amend-
ed aceordingly.

1y the CIC and aircraft VHF Nets were employed by the shlps of
were used for controlling U.S. and British aireraft. Some dif-

trative nets because of the dlfferent types of equipment used.

ent fundamental frequencies than those utilized in U.S. Navy
equipment. These ships do not have UHF equipment installed and
it was not used during the operation. On the recommendation of
the British CVL, the task element gunnery cocrdination and ad-

ness to “pateh" or service Fox broadcast messages between ships
of the element, providing an efficient substitute for "Nancy"
which waes not available im British Commonwealth ships.

gﬁ'ggmmgggl_ The primary tactical eircuit (TBS) is deserving of

traffic on the primary tactical circuit, Most of these transe
missions emanated from destroyers and frigates operating inde-
pendently in the area adjacent to the carrler operating areas,
frequently at maximum voice range. The telephone, be it radie
or landline, is a familiar, handy, and usually reiiable device

whieh to many represents tﬁs most natural and convenient way to
communicate with persons not in the immedliate vieinity, without
regard for its "party 1line" properties.

CRMEESEN. Via3

i It was particularly gratifying to note how successful-

five allied nations during the combined operations. Using stand-
ard crystallizations and frequency employments, combined channels

ficulty was experienced in obtaining sufficlient crystals for the
C.I, primary and task element gumnery coordination and adminis-

British and other allied ships used crystals operating on dlffer-

minlstrative net was very successfully used during hours of dark-

speclal comment, On far too numerous occasions tactical communi-
catlons were interfered with by the transmission of administrative



ggmnggﬁ%_Flight operations in the Wonsan-Hungrnam-Songjin area

were chiefly armed reconnalssance missions for the purpose of
locating enemy vehicle concentrations and obtaining informa-
tion on suitable interdiction targets such as bridges. Inltially
these missions were conducted at low altitudes, with the planes
making several consecutive passes over likely %argets for iden-
tification and attack. This method had been used successfully
earlier during simllar operations on the west ccast of Korea,
However, the first day's operation on the east coast resulted
ip the surprising total of ten planes hit by small arms and
automatic weapons fire, Fortunately, none were seriously
damaged, but it was apparent from the number hit that a change
in tactics was necessary. Consequently the following tacties
for armed reconnaissance missions were employeds

1. Armed reconnalssance patrols conslsted of no less
than four aireraft., This assured a strong RESCAP 1n event any
member of the flight was forced down by anti-alrcraft, and
deterred minor and isolated enemy aniiemelrcraft positions from
taking flights under fire, in anticipation of strong retaliation.

2« Known centers of enemy activity such as Hungnam
Hambung, and Wonsan were detoured in order to avoid known
probable concentrations of anti-aircraft artillery. It was
estimated that there were numerous suitable, undefended, and
untouched vehlcles and interdiction targets in the surrounding
areas and thet until these were destroyed there would be little
profit in sttacking in the more heavily defended locations. This
estimete was verified by the destruction of an estimated 120
vehicles in 6 days in undefended vehicle perks between Hungram
and Wonsan without a single pleane beilng hift while in these target
areas, Likewlse, undefended bridges, the destruction of whieh
would be egunelly as serious to the enemy as the destruction of
bridges in heavily defended areas, were plentiful and four were
destroyed. Targets such as these bridges were designated primery
targets of the reconnaissance missions when practicable in order
that heavy crdnance might be expended on them early in the flight,
thus enabling the aireraft to proceed at higher speeds during
subsequent reconnaizsance of dangerous areas than would have been
possible had full ordnance load been retained,

3. Vhen an area on which there was no.previous flak
intelligence was to be reconnoitered, a preliminary sweep of the
area at 2-3000 feet altitude was made in order to observe critical
terrain features, the overall pattern of enemy activity, and to .
draw enemy fire so that anti-aireraft artillery locations could .
be spotted, If the area swept was deemed to be only lightly o
defended, low altitude sweeps to spot camouflaged vehicles, supply
dumps, and other profitable targets followed. In mere familiar
areas surprise was guarded against in another manner, by half the
patrol flying a low level reconnaissance while the other half flew
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high and in position %to observe and warn the low flight of any
apparent dangers shead, or immedlately to take under fire any
anti-aircraft positions which opened up on the low flight.

4, The previous practice of making consecutive passes
or orblting likely targets during attacks was dlscontinued,
Instead of pulling wp in an immediate turn to get in pesition
for attack when a target was spotted it became the practice for
the £f1light to continue ahead maintaining speed until clear, then
to effect rendegvous and return to make a "straight through" type
of coordinated attack.

As a result of the foregoing modifications in armed
reconnaissance tactiecs the number of planes damaged by small cal-
éberdanti-aircrart fire while engaged in reconnalssance was re-

uced.




