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From: Commanding Officer, U,5.S, PHILIPPINE SEA (CV~47) 0"

Tos Chief of Naval Ope;'ations CENTRAL MAIL SECTION

Vias (1) Commender Carrier Division FIVE ' MAY 31 1951,
(2) Commarder SEVENTH Flect Reg. No. 29
(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East Copy No. ____U1- 2. o
(4) Comsander-in=Chief, Pacific Fleet Routed to N o3

Subj: Action Repori for the period 1 February throush 15 larch 1951

04037
Ref:  (a) CNO wes ltr Op-345 ser 1197P34 of 3 Awrust 1950 Udi
Encl: (1) Damage inflicted on thec encmy ?-L

ls Thisc action repori for the subject period is submitted in
accordance vith refercnce (a).

Part I -~ Composition of Own Forces and Mission

Dring the subject peried, the U.5,8. PHILIPPTIT 3EA operated
off thc east coost of Korca as a unit of TASK FORCE 77, in accordance
with Commander Carrier Division FIVz Operation Order Mo, 151, plus
supplemental plans issued from tine to time during the period, TASK
FORCE 77 was a comporgnt of the SEVINTH FLUET.

TASK FORCE 77 consisted of the U.8,3., MISSOURI (7peA3)}, U.3.S.
PNILIPPIIE STA (CV-47), U.S.S. VALISY FORGE (CV-45), U.5.8.
PRINCETON (CV~37), U.S.5. LANCHESTER (CL-83), U.3.S. JUMEAU (CLAA-119),
U.S.S. S7. PAUL (C4-73) and units of DesDiv 51, 52, 71, 81, 111,
112, 131 and 132,

On 1 February 1951, SOPA and OTC wa® ComCarDivFIvZ (RADM R. A.
OFSTIE, USH), cmbarked in the U.S.5,PRINCETON (CV=37)y ' On.12 Febw
ruary 1951, ComCarDivQlE, embarked in this vessel, becane SOPA and
OIC when the U,S8.S. PRINCETON (CV=37), with ComCarDivFi7Z cmbarked,
was detached from the foree %o procced to KOMI KAT, TRULA. DAY,
YOKOSUKA, Japan. On 25 February 1951, the U.S.S, PRIINETON (CV=37)
rejoined thc force and ComCarDivOiE transferred his flag fron the
U,S.3, ‘HILIPPINE SE4 to the U,.8.8, VALIEY FORGE, On 2¢ February,
ComCarDivFIVE, in the U,.S.5. PRIRCETON -Aasuréd dutics as OIC and
the U.8,8, VALLEY FORGE with ComCarDivOlE, departed for YOKOSUKXA,
rejoining Task Force 77 on 13 March 1951 E
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forces which were'advaﬁcing toward the 38th degree parallel, The support
missions included elosc support, deep Support, armed and photo reconnaissance,
interdietion of onemy supply lines, and strike against cnomy installationg,

Part IT - Chroneological Order of Bventgs

0 1 Fobruary 1951, the U.8.5. PHILIPRTIR SE4, oporating off the east
coact of Korva, furnished closc air support for the United Wations grourd
forces and struck against enemy main supply mutcs fron the Hanchurian
border, down the east coast and inland to the front Iines, Upon caupletion
of air operations on 1 February 1951, the U.S.8. PHILIPPTIZ SE4 took
departure for YOKOSUKA, Japan for ninc days availability for repair and
upkeep,

On 10 February 1951 s the U.8.S. PHILIPFTIE sma with ComCarly vOiE
ombarked, departed fromn YOKOSUKS , rejoining T4SX FORCE 77 on 12 February
1951, For the remainder of the pericd of thig report, operations consigte
ed of furnishing clesc alr support to United Hations ground forecos in
Korca, spotting planes fop surface ship shore bombardment and strikes
against cnemy cust const lineg of communications, with emphasis on bridges.

In March alone, 203 of the 352 offensive sortics flovn by Adr Group 11
from the U.5.8. PHILIPEIIE SEA were assigned bridges as farsets, In the 20
days of flying during thig operating period, a total of 11 bridges were
totally destroyed ond an additional 62 wore daraged to an oxtent that made
ther inoperstive for an extenmded period, (see Part IV, paragraph b of thig
report), The slowdown in enomy movements and tonsequent reduction in his
effcctiversss as g result of this affort is belioved to ho considerable,

0 25 Pebruary 1951, Captain Ira E, HOBBS, WN, relioved Captain W,K.
GOODIEY, TSN, ag Cormanding Officer of the U.S.8, HILIPPIIE SEA,

No air operations were conducted on 14, 27 and 29 Februaryand 6 Mareh
because of inclemont weather nor on 12, 17, 21 and 25 February and 1, 5
9 and 13 March when replondshrent  operations were corduc ted,

The U;S,3. PHILIPPIE SEA was detached from Task Force 77 on 13 March
1951 and took departure for YOKOSUEA, Japan for a much ncedod peried of
rest, roercation and upi:cep, and to preparce for the coming exchange of
Alr Groups with the U.8.8, VALIEY FORGE and the embarkation of Commander
SEVENT Fleot,

Q-
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Part IIT =~ Ordnance

ae Anmunition experded:

Napalms Machine Gun Amno:
10,03 tons 325,705 rounds of 20MM
Bomba ¢ (631,82 tons) Rockots s
133 = 2000%# GP 4 - 11475% TINY TS
(15 - 1000# GP 22 = (45" ATAR
31 - 500# oGP 1243 - 5% VAR
18 = 1000# S4P 138 = 2,25 ATAR
1 -« 500# SHAFED
16 = 350# 4DB
485 = 2604 FRAG
140 - 2604 GP
102 - R50# GP
110 = 2504 FRIG
451 = 2207 FRAG

R162 ~ 100# GP
Part IV - Damarc
2. Sun
(1) Ship =~ Nonc

(2) Aircraft:

COMRLT CPRRATIOHAL
tFLU D FPOF ¢ TOT AL sF4UAD sFOF e TOT AL
Lost £t 0 :1:0 1 1 £ 2 21:0 ¢ 3
#¥Damaged 339 3243 3 ; 65 20 ¢ 8: s A2
Total 239 25: 3 N7 222 & 9L 5 A5

¥ Includos all Class WBR, "C® gnd "D damge,
be For damage inflicted on the cnemy, sec encloswre (1)

Part V = Persomnel, Performance and Casualtics

as Health and Porformance of Creus

(1) The health and perfomance of the erew has hoon execllent, Most
corplaints scen at sick call were of minor maturc, Thoie has been the usual
amount of routinc surgcry iac., appendectomics, circumeisions, ctes, Tho
number of work days lost due to illness has been held to i minimum,
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be Casualtiess

(1) LIDUTENANT COMMANDER D, M. JOMES, 99701, WSi, rccclved a
shrapnel wound of the right shoulder and right jaw when an accidentad
discharge from a 201 gun rieocheted in the officers country, IHSIGH T, H,
THORIBURG, 508448, SN, rcceived multiplc abrasions and contusions of the
face and pealp when the FAU he was flying wont into the sca, Ore enlisted
man, Ge A. BLACK 263 44 36, AL, USN, recceived a shrapnel vound left side
of head from an accidental discharge from a 2008 gun vhile fighting a firc
on the flight deck,

Part VI = Doctrine and Operating Proccdurcs

2. =Jot Employment:

(1) During the poriod of this rcport, the employment of jois was
oextremely limited, rosulting in the low average pilot tinmc of 4e9 hours per
month which is considercd unsatisfactory for maintenance of pilot pro-
ficicney. It is roalized that considorations of fucl cconony, suporiority
of conventional types for strike missions and the lack of cnemy air oppposi-
tion, may be gominant factors influcncing the overall crmployment of aircraft,
On the other hand, the advantoge of retaining Jots in the group complemont
as & form of insurance against the day when the enemy deeides to use his
air power may bo seriously impaired if pllote arc not given sufficient
opportunity to retain their proficicney. & secondary, but not unimportant
consideration is the detrimental offuct on norale within the alr group
when vast inequitics in flying opportunitics oscur,

FECOMMESDATION

It is rocommended that one or more of the followiny measurcs be
adoptod to corredt the above situation:

ae Usc jot aircraft for C4P whonever the oporating schedule permits,

! This would not only increasc the alr defense capabilitics of the Task Forco

but would also rclcase more conventional type aircraft for strike missions.
be Roduce the pilot retio in jut squadrons to lel pilots per plane,

¢e Roduec the number of embarked jot aircraft to the mindrum

¢ considerced nccecssary for alr defensc purposcse

be Intordicticon P Tar:

(1) The program which was undortakon during this operating peried,of

Sassaa» =l
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dierupting encm linee of supply by sysiomatic destruction of sclocted
bridges ig considered a particularly cffcctive employment of carricr
aireraft in tho Korcan conflict, (Scc Part IT and Part IV {b) of this
report)e The supcrior capabilitics of carricr aireraft in delivering
concentrated bombloads on pinpoint targets makos them well adapted to
this purposc. This is borne out by Alr Group Elevents congistont por-
formance in severing bridges assigned as targots, Dospite the faet that
the cnemy hos deponstrated hie ability to effcet temporary rosairs in
a short spacc of time, it is felt that this can be cownicractod by

gystematic, thorough surveillance, and that the net result in depriving
the cnemy of his main lincs of supply more than justifics the cffort.

RECOMEND AT ION

It is rocommended that bridge strike mission be continucd as
primary nmisgions for carricr aircraft,

I, B, HOBBS

Cooy tos

M CNO (Advance) (2)

CinCPacFlt (Advance) (R)
CinCPacFlt Evaluation Growp (5)
ConAirPac (10)

Navzl War College (3)

CAG=11 {5)

AUTHEHTIGATED:

g

J.J. OBLISKEY,
CHSCLK, U.S5. Navy,
Shipts Secretary
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DAMAGE INFLICTED OF THE EIEMY
TARGET DESTROYED DAIAGE
Alrcraft (on the ground) 2 0
Anpamdtlon. Dunps 1 0
Barracks | 7 ¢
¥Bridges 11 62
#¥*Buildingg . 510 , 30

Camcls 7 (killed)
Carts 59 79
Factory Buildings 2 0
Pishing Boats 8 23
Gun Biplaccnents 13 17
Hangars 1 1
Horscs 9 (killed)
Jeops ‘ 4 1
Junks 3 23
Locomotives 0 g
Observaticn Towers - 2 0
0il Stowage Tanks ' 0 | 2
011 Supply Dunps 0 7
Oxen 107 (killod)
Powcr Boats o 8
Radio Stations 8] 8
Railroad GCars 20 204,

EICLOSURE (1)
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TARCET DESTROYZD  DAIAGED
Roilread Control Towers 0 1
Ra:lroad Hand Cars 1 0
Rallrcad Rowndhousos ' o; 1l
Railroad Turncls 0 1
Ropodir Barges 0 1
Sarpans 2 3
Sleds (supuly) 0 2
Supply Dumps 0 2
Tanks 1 5

#¥¥Tro0pS 2263 (¥illed)

Trucks 15 43
Vehicles (unidentificd) 21 35
Villagos 1 (75% destroyed)
Warchouses 48 59

# Bridzos cornot be considercd destroyed unless all spans arc dropped
or dcstroyode
#% The Torn WBuildings" appiics to all military structurcs not otherwise
listeda :
##¥% Troops arc not ligted ag killed unloss scen by the pilot, TAC or TACGP.

AUTHENTTCATED

- \ s -

7 J. OBLISKEY, - f' A

. " CHBCLK, U.S. Navy, _/
BRCLOSTRE (1) Shipts Secretary,




