S ’ T RAN .o
- | RGN |
- . U.S.S. ANTIETAM (bv..ge,). .

¢/o Fleet Post Nffice
San Franeisco, Cnlifornia

cV36/10
A16-113
Y ! w Ser: 0102
1Y Y1 8 ’
c iy rith »

SECURITY INFORMATION APR 2 1952

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. ANTI®TAM (CV-36 ,

To:  Chiof ofnﬁaval Operations ( ) DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:

Via: é’:} Commander Carrier Division ME DECIASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

2) Commander Task Force SFVTNTY SFEVFN DOD DIR 5200.10

(%) Commonier SWVFTTH WLEET

(4) Commnnser Naval Forces FAR EAST

(5) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Flect
Subj: Action Report for the period 18 February to 22 March 1952
Ref: (a) OplNav Instruction 3480.4 dtd 1 July 1951
Fnel: (1) Commander Carrier Air Group WIFPTEFN ltr of 2¢ WMarchi1952'

1. The Action Report for the period of 18 February to 22 March 1952 is
hereby submitted in nccordance with reference (a).

PART I

COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCTS AND MTS<TON

The U.S.S. ANTITTAM (CV-36) arrived at Yokosuka Naval Base at 08331
on 9 February 1952 upon completion of its third combat tour. The period
9 -~ 18 February 1952 was spent at anchor in Yokosuka Farbor where the ship
had a restricted availability and for rest and recreation. At 0600I on
18 February 1952 the U.S.S. ANTIETAM got underwny for the operating area to
Jjoin Task Force 77 in accordance with ComCarDiv ONE Confidential Dispatch
14@@227 of February, in company with U.S.S. ¥SSEX (CV.9), ComCarDiv ONE,
Rear Admiral J. Perry, USN, embarked,.::h U,S.S, "ISCONSIN (BB-64), Vice
Admiral H, M. MARTIN, ComSEVPNTHFF1t embarked, U.S.S. FANSON {(DD-832), U.S.S.
TAUSSIG (DD-746), U.S.S. VALKFR (DD-517), and the U.S.S, MACKENSIE (DD-836),
Anti-Aircraft practice was conducted during the afternoon of 18 February and
refrcsher air operations were conducted during the afternoon of 19 February.
The ship joined the task force at 10371 on 20 February in the operating
area near the 38th parallel near the cast coast of Korea, The Task Force
was commanded by Rear Admiral J, PERRY in the U.S.S. FSSFX (CV-9), and
operated under Task Force 77 Operation Order 22-51 (Rovised) dated 6 Dccember
1951. At various times it was composed of U.S.S: FSSFX (Cv-9), U.S.S.
PRILIPPINE SFA (CV-47), U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45), U.S.S. SAINT PAUL (CA-
73), U.S.S. WISCONSIN (BB-64), U.S.S. ROCFFSTFR (CA-124), U.S.S. MANCFESTER
(C1-83), and various screening units. Air Group 15 wns embarked in the
U.S.S., ANTIETAM (CV-~36).
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After 29 days of operations the ship departed for Yokosuka for a period
of maintenance, upkeep, rest and reecreation lcaving the actlion area on

19 March 1952,
The Mission of Task Force 77 was as follows:

(1) Conduet aerinl interdiction agninst the enemy lines of
commun? c:iiion, transportation, industrial and supply facilitics.

‘23 Provide Closc Adr Support for the ground forces as dirccted.
{3) Protect this €orec against air, surface and subsurface attacks.

(L) Provide Naval Gunfire Spot for surface interdiction and naval
gunfire sunport as practibdﬁie.

(5) Conduct photo nnd armed rcconnaissance in support of the inter-
diction program.

(6; Provide air cover for UN Naval Forces as dirccted.

(7" Zperate ns a Fast Carrier Striking Force when direccted.

The Commanding Officer of Carrier Air Group 15 is CDR R. F. FARRINGTON,
USN, with the follnwing complement of pilots and number of aireraft at the
beginning of flight operations on 20 February 1952:

SQUADRON NO. OF PILOTS N0, & TYPE OF AIRCRAFT
VP-713 27 15 FAU-4
VA-728 26 8 AD-2, 3 AD-3,
: 3 AD-4, 3 AD-4L
VF-831 20 16 FOF-2
VF-837 20 14 FOF-2
VC-3 5 2 FLU~4, 2 F4U-5NL
vc-11 4 3 AD-4W
VC-35 6 2 AD-4Q, 2 AD-/NL
23-6}5 f'; < FOF-2P
G- #%
HU-1 2 1 HO3S

% One (1) pilot TAD at U.S. Naval Hospital, Yokosuka during
operating period,

%% Four (4) LSO's included in this figure,

Particulars concerning loss of aireraft are given in enclosure (1).

PART J11

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF FVENTS
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2/18/52 -~ U.S.8. NTIETAM (CV-36) sortied from Yokosuka Harbor at 06021
in c¢company with U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9), ComCrDivONE, Rear Admiral Js PERRY,
USN, U:S.S. WISCONSIN (BB-64), Viec Admiral H, M, MARTIN, Con7thFlt om-
barked, U.S.S. HINSON (DD-8323, U.S.S. TAUSSIG (DD-746), U.S:S. WALKFR
(DD~517), and the U,S.S., MICHFNZIE (DD-836), Conducted AL firing in the -
afternonn;

2/19/52 ~ Stcaring as before enroute to nperating area, At 1400 con-
Aucted refresher air »perations,

2/20/52 -~ Enr~ute to nperating area, At 07151 bepan refresher air oper-
ations, At 10371 rendezvoused with Task Force 77 which was replenishing,

2/21/32 ~ Qdr Operations, Flew 85 sorties on CiP, Railrnad Interdictionm,
Joet Recen, Jet Photn, ASP and Nisht Fecklers, Mr., Jamcs D. Michener, author
and war correspondent visited this ship today,

2/22/52 - Air Operations, Flow 83 of the usual sorties,

2/23/52 - Despite carly rmorning snowstrrm, 70 sorties were flown tnday,
2/24/52 - Replenishnent day,

2/25/52 ~ Adr Operations were curtailed trday due t» incleoment weather.,
Flew 49 s~rties,

2/26/52 - Due t» inclement weather the Task Forcc replenished tnday., Two
snrties were flown nn ASP,

2/27/52 ~ AMr mperations. Flew 83 s~rties,

2/28/52 — Air nperations. Flew 82 sorties.

2/29/52 ~ Air Operations., Flew 77 sorties. At 1005T an FOF accidentally

fired onc 20MM round uprn landing, Cause »f accident not yet deternined,

The projectile hit GREFNWAY, W.L, AB3, 211 48 37, USN, critically wounding
him in the abdnren,

3/1/52 -~ Replenishrent day.

3/2/52 - Air sperntions, Flew 80 sorties, At abrut 14301 LT G. W. JOHNSON,
USNR, VA~728 was shot down by AL over Hungnan, The pilot was not recovered.

3/3/52 -~ Alr operations werc lirdted to eight (8) sorties due t» inclenent
weather,
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3/4/52 - AMr operations., Flew 81 sorties.

3/5/52 - Replenishment day, At 0800I the U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9) departed
the force for Ynknsuka and the United States, At 11501 the U.S.S. VALLEY
FORGE (CV-45) joined the force. The foll-wing message was reecived from -
RADM J, PERRY, upon his doparturc, addressed t~» the ANTIETAM, CAG-15 and
CAG~5:

"IT FAS BEEN A PLEASURE AS WELL AS A PRIVILEGE OPRRATING
WITH YOU X THE WORK YOU GUYS HWAVE BEFN DOING SHOULD MIKE

ANY BOSS LOOK GOOD X THANK YOU CMA GOOD LUCK WD I HOPE
WE MEET AGAIN X PERRY"

3/6/52 - Air nperationg, Flcw 86 sorties.,
3/7/52 - Air nperationg, Flew 91 sorties,

3/8/52 - Air operations were held t» anly 10 sortics Auc to incloment
weather, LTJG R, E, WILSON, VF-837, made the 24,000th landing in his F9F,

3/9/52 - Air nperations, Flow 88 sorties, LTJG JOMN SHERMULIS, VA-728,
trok »ff for the 5,000th cormbat s~rtie ~f the ship tnday.

3/10/52 - Replonishment day.

3/11/52 « Adr operations, Flew 91 sorties.
3/12/52 - Air operations, Flew 88 s~rties.
3/13/52 - Adr operations. Flew 90 sorties,
3/14/52

3/15/52 —~ Adr ~perations, Flew 86 sortics,

!

Replenishment day,

3/16/52 ~ AMr ~perations, Flew 92 sortics,
3/17/52 ~ Adr operations, Flew 9% sortics,

3/18/52 - Replenishnent day. The f~1l-wing message addrossed to the Task
Force was received from CTF-77 today s

"THE PAST TWO WEEK PFRIOD OF OPFRATIONS H'S BEFN AN EXCFLLENT
ONE X “HILE LOW WLIDS DURING ALMOST THE ENTIRE PERIOD FORCED
MUCE HIGH SPEFD RUNMING THERE WAS A COMMAND.ABLE LACK OF
STEAMING CASUALTIES X REPLENISHM™NT OPERATIONS WERE SMARTLY
CONDUCTED X TEE RESULTS OF ‘IR OPFRATIONS IN TERMS OF DAMAGE TO
TEE ENEMY REACFFD NEW HIGHS X SURFACE GUNFIRE SUCCESSFULLY CON-
TRIBUTED TO THE TOLL X WELL DONE TO ALL HANDS, ®
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3/19/32 -~ A1l flying was cancelled duc to inclement weather. At 10051 the
U.S.S. PHILIPPINR (CV-47) and U.".S. ROCFESTER (CA-=124) joined the force.

At 11421 the ANTIETAM, U.9.S., WISCOMSIN and U.S.S. Jomes E, KYES were dec-~
tachod for Yokosuka. CTE-77,03, Commanding Officer, U.S.S. ANTIRTAM (CV-36),
At about 17301 the U.S.S. SYFLTON (DD-790) rondezvoused with the task ele-
ment. At 2030 the U.S.2. KYFS was detached for Sascbo to transfor an in-
jured man to a hospital ship. ComCarDivFIVE scnt the frllowing message to

the An*tictam uprn bher detachment:
WIE VT, MTSS AMTIFTAM AMD ATR GROUP 15 ON THF LINE WPERE
nE S TAYE FETT THD POVER OF YOUR PPRSISTRNT AND AC-
GUAIH SPRTEEC 7 ININY YOUR YOLL DASFRVED Re3T.TM

3/20/52 - Enrovte Yoknsaka. At 0930I the U.S.S. XY¥S rejoined.

3/21/52 - Err~utc Ynkosuxa, At 10001 lavnched 17 airceraft for NAS Atsugi.

At TL0NE moorcd port side o piledmont Pier Jokosuka,

Surmary of S»orties -m page #o PKBT —

PRRFORMANCE. OF ORDMANCE MATWRIAL WD FQUIPMENT

A. Ammonition Fxpondituces (Aviation)

2000 G, P, 23 MK 6 Flares 176

1000 40, P, 1,042 MK 5 Fioat Lights 65
500 #C. P, 276 20MM Y 87,000
260 “¥eag, 309 20MM L 87,000
250 #G, P, 3,004 20MM A¥Y 39, 760
100 G, P, 2,635 50 Cal. API 91,800
5n E7NR 268 50 Cal, INGC 91,800
3.251 ASAR 188 50 Cal, APIT 49,920
Thickener, Napalm (Type 3,000#

1¢&2)

Nopalm Tanks (MK77) 66

XYLONNOL 50 Gals.

B, Comment on Performance of Ordnance Material and Fquipment:

1. Aviation Ordnance Performance '

The web hold down straps on the MK-4 bomb skid adaoters have
proved unsatisfactory becausc the buckles bend or brenk casily. New bomb
skids have rcecently arrived that employ commercial 1oad binders with heavy
cast locking lever and have proved excellent.

The number of dud ordnance and hung bombs has decrcased ap-
preciably during this operating perind.
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 QEFENSIVE DEFENSIVE MISC,
NITE
DATE JET JET |PROP [PROP TOTAL
Feb.18 | Enroutk el el B o B -
19 § Enroutk | —f— - |-, — |19 29%
20 | Enroutp & Replenishpent | — | = }|— - 1 16% 33%
21 | 6508 |1720 Q7T 14 4 16 2 1* 85
22 } 0515 |} 1800 25 |5 {4 16 |2 |- 83
23 1 0543 {1752 12 {4 4 16 2 3% 70
24 | Replenfishment —_— - - | — | — —
25 | 0809 }[1509 17 A 12 -_— 1% 49
26 | Replenjshment|and Ifclem %a.z — -— |- 2
27 10807 |2055 27 {4 4 15 2 2% 83
28 10809 |1758 28 |- )4 16 _— - 82
29 0808 1636 28 |- {4 12 — 2% 77
Mare' 1l | Replenishment el e = . — ] —— —
2 10509 1747 19 |5 4 16 2 2% 80
3 | Inclem¢nt Weatther |-~ {4 4 - | 8
4 10509 (1808 26 |3 4 16 2 _— 81
5 1Replenjshment S i o - — fe— —
6 {0759 [2116 29 {3 4 16 2 2% 86
7 {0753 }2107 31 |6 4 16 2 - 91
8 Inclemﬁnt Weat — — 12 8 —_— |- — 10
9 10753 {2114 28 16 4 16 2 - - 88
10 }Replenishment SO LUl NS S — e — —
11 0456 {1805 30 |3 A 16 2 1% ]|~ 91
12 {0453 |172s 30 |4 A 6 2 1#* | - 88
13 (0457 [1828 R9 13 A 6 2 3% { - 90
14 |Replenishment e el —_— —— —-—
15 1080 |1825 Bl |— ¥ 6 |-~ |- |— 1| g6
16 (0754 [2131 30 |5 A 1.6 2 N R
17 0754 (2102 B4 13 s 16 2 1% | e 9%
18 Replenﬂshment S . —_— = | —_— —
19
20 |Enroutgq i e U I [N —
21  |[Enroutd —_— ) — — — | — ] - —
22 iiuroutd — ) - — ] | — —-—
TOTALS : : 481} 62 2871 28 155 1578

# Nnt included in totals,

Total Prop Sorties:
Total Jet Sorties:
Total Sorties:

ORIE
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PART IV

BATTLE DAMAGE

A, Darmage to ship

l. None

B. Loss nnd damage af airceraft

1, Sce cenclosure (1),

Ce Damaged infiicted on the cnery

1. Sec cnclrsure (1)
P L“LRT V

DFRSONNEL PFRFORMANCE AMD CASUALTIES

A, Performance
1, Performance »f duty and morale has been excellent,
B, Casualties

1. There was nn personnel casualties suffered by shipts company
personnel as a result ~f eneny action,

2, At 10051 on 29 February 1952 an FIF accidentally fired nne 20MM
round upn landiog. The projectile bit GRFFNWAY, W.L., AB3, 211
48 73, USN, critically wounding hin in the abdrmen, ILater in the
day GREENWAY was transferred tn a destroyer for further tronsfer to
a hhspital ship at Pusan, At the time »~f this writing GREFNWAY
is still »n the scrious list., The cnusc of the accidental firing
hns nht vet been determined,

3. Casualtics t» air group porsnmnel arc reported in enclosurc (1),
PART VI

GFNERLL COMMEMTS

A, Alr Departrent

1, FElight dock

=
i

7
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Chocks continue to be in short supply ~nd although one hundrod fifty
were ordered some time ngo delivery is not expected soon beccuse it was
learned that they had to be manufacturedy, A8 an operational expedient,
crude but sturdy chodks were manufactured using 1 1/4L" pipe as a cross
piece with a set screw ~djustment at one end. The chock attrition has
averaged about one (1) per day during operations in the forward area during
the last six months, During this period nimo (9) jet tiller bars, four
(4) universal tow bars, abrut one thousand (1000) tie down rcels were used
beyond economical repair and seven (7) tractors were turned in for overhaul,
In addition 1t has been necessary to replace about nine thousand (9000)
running fect of flight deck planking and it is cstimated that another fif-
teen thousand (15,000) running feet are required to put the flight deck in
gond condition,

2. Catapult

The catapults have been in ~utstanding operating and material
condition during this opcrating perind, There have been a total of
3355 shots fired on both catapults during the six months period just finished
in the forward area, and the majority of thesc were for jet laumches using
maximum pressures, There was rarely a time during the entire period that
either catapult was inoperative, This excellent operational record was
possible only becruse of the outstanding maintencnce and serviecing perforned
between launches and on replenishment days. Threc hydraulic pumps have been
replaced in the forward area and one replaccment pump for the port catapult
is required prior to another scrvice tour,

3. Arrcsting Gear

The pasitive stop barricade installation has not bad a true test
since it was installed, however it has been found necessary to change entire
webbings about nnce each one thousand (1000) landings due to deck traffic.
Davis webbings require changing about every two hundred (200) landings due
to deck traffie, During the pcrind of this report therc was only one minor
Davis berrier cngagement nn number two barrier when 2 jet caught a late wire.

There has becn heavy usage of yielding elemonts during the lost six
months and an average of one (1) per nperating day was used, The initial
allowance has not proved sufficient for sustained operations during a six
month tour,

It has been found that cross deck pendants had to be changed after
seventy-five (75) to one hundred (100) hits per wire. Greasing FOF tail
hooks has been a definite factor in the pendant life,

It is noted with pleasurc that during the entire six month
operating perind there was not a singlec barrier engagement at night,
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4. Hangar Deck VY)‘E

The number of handling accidents and operational problems »n the
hangar deck were substntially reduced Aduring this »perating perind., = This
is a dircet result »f expericnce, constant training and nccessary rotatlnn
nf sore dircctors,

Bl

The metal apron leading t» the deck edge elevator-is »f 1nsufficient §
strenrth and requires replacement using heavier mﬁterinl. An altcratian,
request is hoing zubmitted.

5. Maintenance

Adreraft avaitabiiity during this perisd hns been ~utstanding, This
has rcsulted fr~in more mneitive enntrnl of service e~ntrol functions,
increase’l exporicnce and ¢lnse er~rdination ~f maintenance ~fficers with
the airciafi handling ~fficor.

It has boon £rund that the 250 ampere nutput .PUs are ineffective for
engine starts ot terporaiurcs belrw 25°F, It is recormended that the
heavy Wakasha units be used f~r e¢nld weather and they should have mini-
rmun »f 300 -~rocro ~cutput,

6. Safcty

The daily reading »~f safety nrecautirns, the personnl supervision of
the safety ~fficcer; all »~thor ~fficers and petty ~fficers bas beon larecly
responsible for the highiy successful safety nrogran of the air departe
ment, It has regulred the coastant attention and aleriness of all hands
to kecep personncl from minirizing the cover-present dangers »f flight
nperaticng, partiagiarls during the last few days »f oaperati-ns when the
end of nnc trur wohg neor.

B, OPERATIONG Td RDITMVERT

1l. cIC

Opcrations during this perind bave been donducted as bef-ore,
and CIC bas expericrced nn Aiffioulty in air esntrol, rodin and radar
guards assigned by the task freec evrmonder,

Radar reeeptinn »f jet-type nireraft has irmproved consie-
derably. Single B-4%s at 35,000 fect have beoen Aetected on the SPS-6B at
fifty niles, on thc SX heisht systen at forty niles, and on the SX scarch
system at thirty-five miles, Jot-type aircraft at iower ~ltitudes (10,000
to 16,000 feel'® Lewve beon detected at cighty-five milos on *the SPS-6B, at
fifty~five milos o the SX heicht system ond tpc SX search syston,
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Two air controllers (day) have been qualiied during this opera-
ting period.

[

B

2. AFROLOGY
a, Weather Summary

The operating perind just completed was one of generally good
to excellent weather; with aporoximately four and a b2lf days lost because
of intlement weather. In nddition, the night becklers were cancelled, due to
weather, on 28 February and 15 March.

The continuing deminance »f the Sibcrian high pressure systom was
indicated by the high percentage »f west t» northwest winds, by =ond ceilings
and gnod visibilities, and by the relatively slight amount of precipitation.
At the same time, the wenkeoning nf the Siberian high, precedinsg the onset
of thc summer monsonn, was reflected in the greater porcentage ~f light winds,
(which on several oceasinns forced jets to carry reduced beomb loads), lower
average wind velocity, higher temperatures, and the slightly greater fre-
quency of southerly winds.

Although several cnld fronts passed through the operating area
during the period, most of thom werc woak and produced little weather of
consequencc. The weakening hizh pressurc system in Siberia and the increas-
ing strength »f southerly winds rcsulted in the formation of a number of waves
on the polar front in the ®ast China Sca southwest »f Jaman. The poorest
weather conditions in the operating arca were cxperienced when these waves
pushed rapidly north and cast nrnducing warm front clouds and precipitation
over Korca and the adiacent Sca of Japan., With one oxception the center of
these low pressure arcas moved east-northeast along the south coast of
Fonshu and the operating arca wos not seriously affected. 0On 18 March,
however, a wave developed in eastern China and the low conter passed across
the northern part of the Fast China Sea and southern Korea. The resulting
snow and rain, poor visibilities, high winds and rough sca forced the cancel-
lation of all flight operations of 19 March.

b. Weather Statistieés-
Wind Dircetions:
The wind dircctions observed during this operating period show

the continued influence nf the Siberian high pressure system, 2s indicated
by the prcponderance of winds from the west, northwest and north,

Directions Percentage of Observations
North 26.4

Noartheast 5.0

East 12,

Southcast

2
2
12
2
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Dircetions Porcentage »f Obseorvations
West 28.6
Morthwcst 10,5
Caln Oc 3

Wind Velneitics:

The change from the winter monsoon to the summer monsoon in the
Korcan area occurs gradually tbhrough the spring months, It was indicated
durirg this opcrating perind by a definite deerease in nbscrved wind ve-
locitiecs. Winds during January showed a maximum number »f obscrvatinsns in
the 20-24 knot range while in the current poriod the maximum obscrvations
were rcenrded in the 10-14 knot range. Light winds (0-9 knot rango) were
grcater by the 10% than during the January operating period.

Veloecity Rance (knots) Percontage of Obscrvations
Calm 0,3
0-4 8.2
5-9 : 22.7
10-14 24.1
1519 : 20,1
2024 14.6
25-29 6.5
30-34 2.5
35-39 W95
40 nr higher s15

Ceilings:

Relatively few instances of low ceilings were recorded - less than
2% of all obscrvations showing ceilings nf less than 1000 feot whilc ceilings
of 10,000 feet »r better were reenrded 73% of the time.

Ceiling Range (fect) Percentage of Obscrvations

Zero 0.
0-~500 0.
500-1,000 1.
1,000-5,000 19
5,000~10, 000 6,
10,000 »r above 73.

OUnNKHOM™O

Visibilities:

Visibilities werc excellent throughout the period, with more than
88% nf all obscrvations showing ten miles ~r better and only 2% of all ob-
scrvations showing less than three miles.
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Visibility Range (miles) Poreentape »f Observations

—

zZern 0
0~1 1
1-3 0
3-6 ba
6-10 5.
10 or more 88,

Temperatures :
Temperatures reenrded during this perind are indicative »f the
weakening »f the Siberian high pressurc system and the slight increasc in

s~uthberly winds over the operating areca.

Average Maximum Temporature  47°
Average Minirmum Tempcrature — 34°

Fighest Maxirum Recorded 620
Lowest Minirmm Recorded 22°
Precipitation:

Frecipitation remained low during this periosd and only 15.6 hours
of snow and 30.8 hours ~f rain werc recorded during the operating period,

3. COMMUMNICATIONS
a. Speed Keys
There have been an increasing number »f speed keys in use by un-
authorized personnel. Since the percentage of errors is so great when this

nceurs, traffic is slowed down and accuracy is sacrificed,

It is reeommended that commands take positive action to insure that
only qualified persnnnel use speed keys,

b, Antennae
VHF Antennae have presented 2 continuous maintenance problem due
to accurul~tion of moisture. Working experimentally with 2 VEF antennac re-
designed f~r VHF frequencies, we have obtained excellent results.
It is recommended that VHF installations be improved,

c. TBS

Occasinnal ineonvenience has occured by material failure of the TBS

-
3
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which has a remote eontrol unit on the osven bridge,

It is receommended that a sclector switch be installed in the pilot
housc which would make it prssible to utilize the remote contrnl on the
oven bridge with any ~f the threc TBS installations which arc available.

d, RATT

Radio tcletype eircuits can be a very effective means ~f clear-
ing traffic when operating properly. They make it possible to bandle traffic
quickly and accurately with less highly trained personnel than requircd for
radi~ or visunl comrmunications, We bhave experienced very little dAifficulty
with this type of equipment Aue, we belisve, to the fact that we have had at
least one execllent teletype mointenance man aboard at all times,

It is rceormmonied that at least nne man with a thorough know-
ledge ~f teleotype maintonance and repair be assigned to cach ship with RATT
equipment. If this is not fenasible Aue th porsonnel shortage, it is rceom-
nended that properiy qualified penple be assismed to forece eormanders for
usc as required by the shipg ~f the frree.

~ Ao ATR  OPTRATIONS

The rosults ~f the Air Operatinns activitics for this npera-
ting period arc envered for the most part by the reports from the Air De~
partment, the Air Group, and Acrology. During this last period of apera-
tions 1509 s~riies wore scicduled and 1516 worc flown. Two mjor factors
account for this: The maintennnce of aireraft has improved to such a degrce
that the average availability was well ~ver 80 nercent, and the policy »f
scheduling tws strong prop strikes »f cight planes each type rather then
three strikes of four tn six »f each type gave planc and deck crews a better
chance to make cach planc eonplotoly readv for flight,

Onc item which has been used and is belicved by many to
cexpedite rendezvous and Acvarturc is for Air Plot to tcll the leader of a
flight whon the last man »f that flight bas been launched, if therc were
any duds nr substitutions, or of any changes in bis flight, Tre lender
then knows who to lonk for as his flight joins., It has alsn been Sound
expedient to inform ineorming aircraft ns they ore given the signal to land
of the number of planes and type in the pattern and of any flights thoy mey
pass on their way to» the pattern,

5. PFOTOGRAPEY

With »nly mme phots planc in operatisns Anring most ~f the
first two weeks of this perind and the reduction in the nurmber »f sets of
nrints made for Aistribution, work in the photo lab wns ernsiderably reduced,
Forty photn missions were flown taking 6,323 negatives from which 33,803
prints were made,
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The thtals for all operating perinds are 195 photn missinnsg,
26,738 nogatives and 184,040 prints.

Nn scrisus tbouble was cneountered with the photngraphic
equipnont but with cloven new Paten Acrinl Develsping Outfits to start with
nly four rcels still remain in a usablc esnditisn and all ~f them will
bave t» be replaced.

6, PHFOTO INTFRPRFTRR

After the initial dispair causcd by crowded conditisns, lack
of trainced personnel, corordination Aifficultics and an avalanche of photr-
graphy was overeone, Antietam's photnaraphic effort functioned srontkly,

The technical skill nnd spirit of conperntion ~f VC-61 Unit D~z was ~ut-
staniing, The ph~t» lab, with a personnel ard space all~trent designed

frr a rmuch smiller work lnad, porformed minor miracles., Distribution re-
quiring as many ns frurteen (14) prints »f rceonnaissance pbrtngraphy and up
to six bundred (€00) 8 X 10 prints, wns coffccted on the day £011~wing
phrtngeapkys  This total reached as high ns 6,000 prints ~n a sinrle day.
Routine shipfs photograpby wns carried »n as usual,

The daily routine and Aivision »f responsibility were as
f"rllows:

as The photn plan from CTF-77 wns reccived and Aiscussed by the
COMPRON 61 dctackment leader and the phots internreter, A phhtoaraphic
brief was prevared by the Photo Interpreter. This eonsisted ~f a Ais-
cussion »f the cnverage desired, its purp~se and nther pertinent points.
Flight lines were drawn on 1:50,000 scale maps when desirable., Thesc maps
and previous phntrgravhy ~f the same arca werc placed in an acetate cn-
velope for the pilnta' use.

b, COMPRON 61 personnel 1naded and checked the careras and air-
planes, After oxposurc they processed the filn and made one print. Thesc
steps were under tre direction ~f the COMPRON 61 Detachment Lender ~nd
the ship's Phntngraphic Officer.

c. Tre pilot edited and marked the filn, Titling and splicing
were crmpleted by COMPRON 61 personnel =nd tho £ilm dclivered t~ the ship's
Photographic Officor for nrinting and Aistributinn.

d. Rough AJata shoects were prenmared by the pilat and reproduced
by the photn lab.

€. Plotting was one by +he Photn Interpreter 2n? roproduced
by the ph~to lab.

f. A master plot and sortie 1~g werc maintained by COMPRON 61
and the Phato Interpreter.

.
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€. Interpretation wns rade fron the unmorked print. This
routine was arrived at thrrugh expericnce. It worked very well undcr the
sperating ennditinns impnsed.

==

h, Therc was an early need f-or a picterial representation ~f
the interdiction targets. This was provided by eonstruction nf £0olding
msaic strips ~f 2ll mijor rail routes. Trkese were briefing aids. Flak
increased stendily from the beginhning, Early in the seeond ﬁpvrtting
porind flak prsitions were lneated wnd plotted »n strip rwsaics, These
were copied in sectinns and rade into banklets for pillot briefing, These
flak booklots were adnpted by CTF-77, They werc improved and expanded tn
include regular and complete enveracc of all rmajor rail r~utes. It is be-
lieved that they represent the major contribution ~f the photographic.effort,

Carrier phntngraphy has not realized its potential, There
arc three basic rcas-ns for this:

, (1) The Korcan war dies mot leond itself roadily to photo
interpretation's strong prints, There are no worthwkile strategic targets.
There are no active ~irfields. Beach analvsis has not been required.

(2) The distribution of Photo Interpreters has been such
that only first phase intorpretatinn is possible, Effective photographic
interpretati~n rcquires an extensive library ~f photography. Each Phnto
Intervreter shoruld specialize in one O twn aspects ~f the intelligence
nroject, fOne Phnto Interpreter canmnt carry on an effective progran,

(3) A carefully planned continuing photographic project
is mandatery.

It is recommended that study of future rcquircments of naval
pPntngraphy be made by the photn Interpretation Center, A planning guide
cruld be made frr general or predicteble situntions, Irncluded 2lsn should
be recrmmendatinns for a staff of photographice interpreters such as the
World War II INTERPRONS, or organized photo interpretation detachments,

The FOF2P as prescntly emnfigurated is not an adequate photo
planec., Provisinns fHr mounting a 24 »r 36 inch vertical camera and a2t least
a 12-inch ~blique should be made.

7. AIR INTFLLIGFNCE
The perind from 21 February to 19 March was a period of smonth
opcratlons with but one new develnpment in nperating procedure, that being

in flak intelligence. This is envercd in a subsequent paragraph.

SUMMARY OF FNTIRE TOUR

 ADMINISTRATION :
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The »rganization »f the Intelligonece Departnent 2s set up
when first reprrting to Task Force 77 nroved vory efficient and was not
cranged during the entire cruise. Responsibility for reports was divided
arnng the Air Intelligence 0Officer, Air Plnt, CAG iAir Intelligonce Officer
and the Squadron Air Intellirence Officers. That »fficc which eruld rost
easily ~btain the infrrration was given the resvonsibility. Bowever, the
ship Air Intelligence Officer cenordinated 2all reports,

The infrrrmatisn and intclligence reccive? was published and
distributel as f~1ll-ws:

a. A compilation ~f all pertinent items was made and entitled
"Currcnt Inforration Bulletin®”, When the information changed ~r now inf-r-
mtion was aceurmlated the CIB was revised and a now issue rcleascd,
Brnad headings included were: Reengnitinn, Corrmnieations, Restricted Areas,
Target Infrrrmation (Genernl), Escape and Evasinn, Search and Rescue,
Essential Flenents »~f Infarmatisn, Eneriy Characteristices, Standing Notes
and Special Notes,

Used coneurrently with the CIB were the "Daily Bricf Notes”
published nightly and including 2ll new and changing intelligence, This
included Target inforratisn (detailed), Recngnitinn Codes, Fricndly Force
Intentions, Flak information, and ~ther applicable notes for the next day's
operatinns,

PTRSONNEL :

It is believed that two Air Intelligence Officers arce the
minirum reguirement for the ship., It is desirable to have three for the
particular type nperations being eonducted in the Korean conflict thereby
poermitting the Intelligence Office to be mannéd by an nfficer 24 hours a
day.

One »f the greatest difficulties expericnced is the "greenness”
of all the intelligence officers when first arriving in the war zone. Some
effort has been made to remedy this by sending twn or three ~f the lir
Intelligence Officers nut to the arca a month ~r so ahead ~f tirme t» pick
up what information can be obtained by watching combat nperations and the
other AIO's actually at w-rk. Fowever, this does not seen to eliminate the
problen entirely and »pening day finds tre AINs of the new ecarricr befuddled
by a lot of 1little details. Also it means that the advance guard will have
scveral adlitional ronths duty ZHimdy *¥Fom home,

RECOMMFNDATION ¢

The assistant ship's Air Intelligence Officer, and CAG Air
Intelligence Officer shnruld be sent »ut on TAD orders twn months ahead of
time tn rclieve the eorresmonding officers »n the carriers which is next
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t» be relieved, They will then have tw» mnths of participation in actual
operatinons, When their »wn carricr arrives, thnse twn Als should then
return t» their own ship, This will sive the new carrier tw» AIO0s with
some acquaintanceship with the problems existing and a few of the answers.
In turn, they will be relicved four rvonths later by the twy corresponding
AIs fron the carricr which is next schefuled to roprrt for Korean dutys
This expericnce and knrwledge of the current situation should alleviate
numernus difficulties ~n newly arriving carriers and should be extrenely
valuable t» "Green Pil-ts",

Tws rated yeomon, who are graduntes »f the Intclligence
school f~r cnlisted men at COMFAIRALAMEDA, and twn yeoman strikers are the
rninirun requirerents for enlisted persnmnel, 411 men assigmerd should have
an ample length ~f nbligated service tn cover the entire trur in the fHrward
area. It is rmch easier t» replace a seamn in some ~f the ~thor depart-
ments thon in the Intclligence Office, where his special training is re-
quired Adaily,

SPACES:

The pr~blem ~f storins the many charts rcquired was solved
by filing »nly 2 small nurber »f each type anl secale in the smill stowage
room in the rear ~f the AI »ffice, The cxcess was stored in the fan ro-n
2-78 and Cigar Mess Incker 2-56-~2., When re-supply was necessary only
small 1ots, »f 10 or 20, were ordered, Delivery of rmaps from FEAMCOM at
Tachidawa Air Base and Air Navigati~n Departrment at Atsugi was excellent,

Charts nrriginally issucd t» each pilat included AMS Series
1:250,000 and AF charts 1:1,000,000, 1:5000,000 and 1:250,000 »f all North
Korea. The 1:50,000 scale charts were issued to the pilots prior to cach
Waval Gunfire Spot, Closc Air Support or Strike Missisn as necessary and
were enllccted by shipis AIOs upon pilot's return,

Proper stowage space for voluninnus classificd materials
received, such as target Dossiers and Air Objective Folders, is entirely
inadequate. Basic requircments were described in Cormanding, U.%.S. AMTIRTLM
ltr Serial 1399 »f 11 Decermber 1951, Subject: "U.S.S. PFILLIPINE SEA (CV-47)
Alteration Request Nn, 10-51; corments on", Expansinon »f the chart roon
in the AT nffice and its conversi»n into a type »f walk-in vault with a
combination lock do~r is nne prssible solutinn. Annther possibility is the
expansion ~f this same space to accormmdate the safe-lockers rceormended
by the refercnced letter and numernus shelves which can be installed by
ship's force. The bulkhead between this spance and the Al »~ffice is a non-
water tight bulkbead and could be moved threec to six feet inboard without
rajor alteration,

geopze 503
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RESCUE _EQUIPMENT :

The Air-Sea Rescue services provided by the helicopters »f Task
Force 77 and Task Force 95 and the ships ~f Task Force 95 deserve com-
mendation for the excellence and efficiensy »f their efforts,

It is recormended that the abrve services be augmented by an
amphibicsus type rescue aircraft orbiting in the Songjin-Chingjin sea during
the hours that strikers are being conducted in that area, This is es-
pecially desirable during the winter months vhen time is the essence of
survival, The .Air Force nperates this type »f SAR facility nn the West
Crast ~f Knrea and has proven its value by the quick rescue of many pilnts
in North Western regions,

LIATSON BETWFEN SERVICES:

Several near accidents between Navy Night Hecklers and Air Force
nr Marine Air Wing Night Attack planes indicated the necessity of closer
liaisnon betwcen the servicesi

Complete and prompt informatisn shhuld be furnished »n all friendly
aircraft mivements, Greater ¢oordination in scheduling night missi~ns should
be effected in ~rder t» avnid sending aircraft from various services intn
the same arcas at the same time without properly promulgating such infor-
mation to all pilnts concerned, This is especially important in view of
the fact that the enemy is sending night fighters deep into our perimeter
of nperations,

FLAK INTELLIGENCE:

During four periods in the forward areas the ANTIETAM launched
planes »n 76 ~f 83 scheduled days, Operations on the seven remaining days
were canceiled due to poor flying weather. The number of combat sorties
over Korea totalled 4302; the fr1llhwing is a breakdrwn of flak demage
suffered:

a. FPlanes damaged due tn AA: 128

b, Planes lost directly due t» AA: 11

¢, Total planes hit by A\ damaged and/or downed; 139

d. Per;ent nf total planes hit as per total c-mbat sorties:
3.2

DAMAGED BY TYPES OF FIRE

Small arms: 70 planes
Percent of total planes hit: 50%

"u
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DAMAGED BY TYPRS OF WIRE

Mut-matic Weapons: 44 planes
Percent »f total planes hit: 32%

Beavy: 0O

Unknown: 25 planes
Percent ~f total planes hit: 18%

PILOTS CASUALTIFS .

Killed: Dircctly due t» AL - 1

Indirectly Aue t» AA ~ 1
(Pil~t 4rowned after bailing »ut ~ver water)

"Injured: Directly duc to AA - 6
Indirectly Aue t~» A7 ~ 5
TCTAL: 13

At the cormmencement »f nur Korcan tour »f duty, enerly enti-
aircraft protection ~f the main supply routes, which were our prinary tar-
gets was very inclusive in its coverage, During »~ur tour, this situatisn
became Progressively worse until by the end nf the trur there was scarcely
a mile of main supply rrute that wasn't protected by some form of AA fire,
One of the reasons for this, it is believed, was that tho stalemite at the
battle line cnabled the Reds t5 rove s~me ~f their AA cefenses from there
to the rear area, tn be placed near vital defense points,

In view »f the absve fact, »ur low percentage of AL damage

and 1ow ecasualtics bear shme review, A znod roeord may “depend on ¢ond luck,
Bowever, judicisus use of flak information belps. This was d~nc as follows:

1 %5 50,000 scale prtable charts, covering nt rore than 2
rail routes werc pasted t» a stiff backing and esvered with friskit., Then,
the exact prsitiong ~f 21l light, medium and heavy guns werc platted from
the best avnilable infrrmatinn, primarily from photnzraphs, Over this was
Placed a piece ~f «015 acetate and on it was plrtted flak informatisn as
remried by TF-77 pilots, The latter informatinn usually gives the lrcation
nf planes when “bscrving flak and n~t the actual gun positions.

Each squadron AIO had access to the flak plot ~f a cortain route
when his squadron had that route assigned as a target., Small Aises, cut to
scale, indienting the effective range »f each AA gun at varisus altitudes nf
the plane, were made and used to create a flak Aanger area nn the plot, Then
the pilot could satisfactorily determine the least dangerous area on the route
as his dropping print,

URIGINAL
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In the ~utsct, we were s~mewbat handieappod with this
sctup becruse the latest flak photn analvsis ~f sone rrutes were mre
than a2 mnth »1d. It was ree-rrended to TF-77 staff Intelligence Officer
that a wceokly phnt~ analysis be made of each ~f the routes hit mst ~ften
(abrut a dnrzen). This woul? take ~nly abrut 40% ~f the t~tal photn sorties
scheduled f~r nne weck. Some prozress had beon made towards achieverment of
that request during the last tw~ wecks in the Korcan area,

The abyve set-up worked ~ut fine. Fowever, it was not
until the fourth period in the »perating area that en~ugch was known abut
the flak problem and the best methnd ~f ermbatting it., This may accorunt
for the bigh Insses and fu-age suffercd during a new carricr's first perind
on the line. It shhuld be tre task ~f the relieving carrier t~ nive 2 cm-
plcte picture ~f the flak situati-n t» bor rclief and dermdnstrate the prsi-
tive and Actailed rethhd »f ~octing it. This should be ausmented by a eom-
plete fiic »f latest flak analysis phrtrgrapbs issucd by TF-77 Intellirence
Officer bofrre the carricer actually renorts to TF-77 £Hr duty,

C. SUPPLY DFPARTMFNT

1, Supply Administration

The annual equipage inventnry was started with the »bjcetive
~f clarifying many »f the material shortages that have been eneounicred.
The invent-ry will be based upon new cquipage records and prepared fron
all~wance lists which have been brought corplctcely up~to-date. The material
deficiencies that reveal themsclves are t» be reviewed tn detormine if the
iters are actually required. Equipage frund t» be authorized but not re-
quired will be reported with rec~rmendatinns for m~Adification ~f the al-
Irwance lists, The deletinn ~f many iters presently being carried will re-
duce the storage ~n? handling orﬂblcws, reduce requircrments for additional
funds and finally pernit the close equipnge aceruntability.

2. Gecneral St-res Inventory

The Annual General Stores Invent~ry was initiated »n 2 new
schedule that will permit balancins the stock reerrds and class ledgers at
the end ~f the fiseal year. Duc t» the short perind prinr in the ship's
errmissioning, material in storage during the ships inactivatinn was n~t
crmplethody ﬂcc*untcﬂ frr, The new inventory is being aceomplished in an
excellent manner which will permit thorough replenishnent ~f stock upon re~
turn to the United States and also pernmit climination ~f dead stock.

3. Winter Clothing

The clhthing issued t» personncl Auring the winter operating
perind provel t~» be inadequate, The use ~f clothing was in excess ~f planned
requirerents, but n» frost bite »r injuriecs duc t~» enld were cneountered,

The ship did not have adequate clotbhing tn permit replacing torn »r dirty
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clnthing during the winter months and therefore mst »f the winter clothing
is in very pror eonditinn, It is cstimated that 208 ~f all clothing will
have t» be surveyed as being bey-nd repair »r reconditisning, The al-
l~wance ~f winter clothing is very inadequate £or the number »f personnel
prescntly assigned nperating carricrs. It is ree~rmended that elnthing
all~wances be Actermined nn a more realistic bagis which will provide

basic clothing (jacket, hat, gloves) t» all hands and additi-nal iters,
(underwear, artics, rain gear, face masks, ete.) to 2ll personnel crployed
in weather areas, All-wances ~f clothing should als» auth~rize 2 certain
percontaze (20%) for sizing, and replacenont of lnst and damaged cl»thing.
The recalistic approach th reduce the clothing problens abeard ship is to
provide all hands minirun clothing requirenents, which will discrurage thefts
and losses and at the sare tire maintain close accruntability and responsi-
bility.

4o QAviation Supply

The repair facilitiecs »n this vessel are adequate but the
repairing of rminor damages t7 surfaces was not aceomplished »n a large
scale,

Critical iterms in many classes did exist, but this was kept
at a very low percontage by the roallrention of material by ConFairJdap 2and
exchanges between vessels,

5. Digbursing

Officers 2nd enlisted men arce paid »n the 1lst and 16th »f
the month, During perinds »nf combat nperatinns it is necessary to hnld
payday at night. A total »f f~ur Supply Officers can pay the entire ship's
“econpany in approximately ~ne and a half t» two hours, depending »n the
nunber of porsonnel drawing rmoncy. Strogglers arc then paid the 21l wing
mraing,

Each individual is required to sigh for all yen bought fron
the Disbursing Officer. This is ‘~ne ~n a form prepared lnheally and the
forms arc retained by the Disbursing Officer. This, if the ~ccasinn arises,
can be uesed as a basis t~ determine whether yen was ~btained by an indi-~
vidaal through legitimate channels,

6. Wardr-on Mcss

a. Service »f meals in the wardroon wis conducted in the £-1l-wing
manner:

Breakfast - Cafcteria Style

Lunch - Scrvice at tables but not ace~rding t» 2 seating
arrangerent except -n replenishment days and
nrdinary steaning days. Two sittings were pro-

. _ o
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Dinner -~ Service at tables acerrding t» seating arrangerment.
Twr sittings were provided.

Scrvice »f renls were nn a rotation basis t» provide a degree »f
fairness in the promptness with which the varisus tables were scrved.

Meals were served at the f»llowing hours except when in port:

Breakfast - 0700 to 0800

Lunch - 1130 > 1200 & 1230 t» 1300

Dinner - 1700 to 1730 & 1800 t» 1830

Other meals were prrvided as required by »perating conditions,

Three tines weckly, arrangements with the ship's band were made
t~ provide rusiec at the dimmer hrur, This proved to be a very
entortaining feature and greatly appreciated by the ness nerbers.

b. Mess Bills - Mess Billa averaged ar~und #40.00 pcr ronth through-
mut the ~perating perind,

cs Porsomnel - (Vs ~f this class are allowed 42 stewards »f varinus
rauln: -t~ care for a ship's eompany complenent ~f 103 ~fficers.
With the Air Group aborard, the total was raised to roughly 240
sfficers with ~nly an 273iti~nal 19 stewards being provided by
the Air Grrup. Neciless t~ say, the hishest standards ~f service
had t» be tail-red drastically t» provide the bare csscntials »f
ro~m raintenance. Further, 1little free tirme was available for the
rest and recreatim ~f wardro>-n personncl. This function is under-
manned tH aceomplish its missinn,

ds Breakage - Difficulty in eontrnlling treakage »f wardroom china-
ware was cxperienced due t» the great armunt »f washing and serv-
ing s» many neals in the oporating area. Since the enffee rmess
anerated 24 hours a day, breakage of cups was particularly difficult
t» check, Carcless handling ~f chinaware »n the part ~f the
stewards was reduced to» a minirun with the use ~f "extra instruc-
tion details” for thnhse nnt hecding advice t~ usc caution in their
work,

e, Linen - The loss ~f bedeclnthing, especially blankets, is expected
t~ bo at a minirun when transients and air group pers-nincl leave
the ship through the use »~f linen cust~dy chits. Dectached ~f-
ficers rust return their linens and blankets to the head rom
steward prinr t» being reinbursed for thoir mess share., Regulations
covering this ~rrongerient are included in the ship's »~rganization
bonk.
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f.  Purchase »f Provisions fronm Private Supplicrs - Advantages
in purchasing s»me neats 2n? vegatables fron Japanesc
supplicrs are readily apparcnt »n examination »f their price
lists, Purchase by sanple is not always 1 be relicd upon
when dealing with these merchants. It would be a ghoed plan
t~ check with ress caterers -n »>ther vesscls befrre placing
an nrder with any ~ne rerchant,

Shinis Ztore

The ship’s scrvice abrard the U.S.S, MTIETAM, during the
perind of apcrations in the f~rward area, has net n» majnor prob-
lems, Personnel assigned to Skhip Scrvice Serves You have real
neaning t~» the ~fficers and crow,

Prinor to departure from the e ntinental limits ~f the United
States, appropriate action was initiated t» increase »~ur monetary
inventory limitation, Our peak inventory figure was reached in
Septerber, the ronth ~f ~ur departure, when we had merchondise
valued at %16.,000,20, The inventory has shown a Adefinite decline
each mronth, It is believed that the normal lirndtatisn will be
rcached by the end ~f March,

Ship's Store

The 1-~gistic support for Ship's Scrvice rerchandise has been
exceilent, The perennnel assigned the Supply activities in this
arca have been cxtremely helpful in actual procurement ~f merchan-
dise, The Central rurchasing Office in Toky» has made it prssible
frr the crew i» purchase the best native gyods a2t a reas~nable
price, Our expcricice in native gneds reveal that the ren desire
t~ purchase through their ship siores rerchandise which is not
readily availablc in the ~rdinary Japanese strect shop.

The f~1l-wing mark-up prlicy has been adapted and has nroved
tn be satisfact ry:

Repetitive Items (Shaving gear, tonth paste, cte.) 10% or less.
Luxury I[tens 5.5%
Natvive Go~ds 5%

Wnen the total sales at enst price is compared to sales at
salzs price o1 the above classificatinng »f nerchandise, the per-
ceninge »f mark-mn averages approximatcly 104, Scles continued at
a g» level dur.ng ~ur entire trur of duty, The peak month was
in Docenber 1951 when we had cash sales valued at ¢51,000,00,
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During perinds H~f actual combat nperations rmany of the
»fficers and crew c¢ould not be spared fronm their duty stat-
ions during the daytine, thorefore the hours ~f »perations
f>r the ship's stores and fruntains were changed s» they
cruld be Hpen alternately at night,

® IRIGINAL s

Thrugh a hatrcut apprintnent nrocedure, the »ff-jndb
time for haircuts has been reduced to actual haircutting
tinme, The apprintrment prrcedure has clinminated waiting
lines and aided greatly increased efficiency thr-ugh re-
duction »f wagste tire.

%  Coznissary

The Comissary Sectisn has ecnined rmeh "know how" through
cxperience acquired Auring the ship's six ronth »perating
perind at the frrwrrd area. Many procetures ~f inmproving
wnd ~perating the general ness were suggested and tried, and
the best suggesti~ns were retained and ineorp-rated intn the
aperation ~f the ress,

The integration ~f the meal hrurs with the time »f flight
operations wns nne »f the first problems which c~nfronted
crmissary section, Since it was imperative that personnel
Airectly connected with mverment ~f planes ~n the hangar
deck and flight deck, be servad at the head of the chow line
82 they could be back »n the job as quickly as porssible, it
was arranged that all Air Departrment personnel be served »ne
hrur before regular meal tir~e, One serving line was reserved
for the Air Demartnent, The syster proved very successful
and has been inerrporated into the Ship's Organizati-n Bonk,
The £>1l-owing is a schelule for the meal hours »n Replenish-
rent Day and Flight Operati-n Day:

REPLENISHMENT DAY FLIGHT OPER.TION DAY

0500-0530 - Early Breakfast 0500-0600-Breakfast for Air Dept

0615-0745 - Regular Breakfast 0545-0615-Early Breakfast f
0615-0715-Regular Breakfast

1030-1100 - Early Dinner 1000-1100~Dinner f~r Air Dept,

1100-1245 - Regular Dinner 1030-1100-~Early Dinner
1100-1215~Regular Dinner

1530-1600 Early Supper 1530-1600~Early Supper

1630-1730 - Regular Supper 1600-1700-Supper for Air Dept.
1630-1730-Regular Supper
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The easc with which the ship has replenished fresh and
and dry provisions at sea is nne ~f the records ~f which the
ship is proud. In fact, the NTIETAM brokec a reeor? for the
Pacific Area »n 5 March 1952, by transferring 120 tons ~f
provisinns at the rate »f 95 tons per hhure On 9 March 1952,
the pers~nnel ~f the ANTIFTAM broke its »wn rcecord by taking
abrard 70 tons of provisions at the rate »f 102 t s per
hour, Approxirmately 200 men are used to receive and stow
provisions on replenishment day. This number varies with
the nurber »f tons ~f provisicns expected, A 1loading plan
is »n file in the Supply Office as t~ the exact nrocedure
t~ £+11~w on provisi-ning day. It is irpcrative that the
utmist eonperation be ~btained from all -departnents in the
carrying ~ut ~f a smath replenishnent day,

Due t» the crnstant upkeep and maintermnce »f planes,

it is necessary that a certain amunt ~f w-rk be acc-mplisherd
2t night, As a result, a full h~t neal is served t» ap-
proxirately 200 pers-nnel every nicsht while in the fHrward
arca, This meal is servel from 2330 till 2400 at #3 serving
line, The details as t~ h-w these midnight ratisns are ob-

ained and served as ~utline?! in a Supply Departrent Memo-
randun which is »n file in the Supply Office., In additi-n
t» the full hot meal at nidnicht, s~up, crackers, and ceoffee
is served t» watch standers from 2330 till 2400.

During the extrermely cold weather in the ~perating area,
ht snup was secrved twice 2 day at 1330 and 1900 t» personnel
working in places exnosel t» the weather., The serving ~f this
sHup is a great bhost to the rorale ~f these men als» keeps
the men who are tending the planes alert at all tines,

The supplying of ness zear t» the general ness presented
a re-nccuring pr-blem, expecially cups, bowls, and spoons.
Thrugh every effort was made t~ keep the losses d~wn tH a
minimum, the usage rate was abnormally high, '

By careful plamning »f all meals, and the utilization ~f
all usable left ~ver fo~ds it is possible to prepare and
serve all the f»od that a2 man can eat in the mnst palatable
manner,

ENGINEERING DFPARTMENT

N> major difficulties were encountered during this period, However
eontinued operati-n has increased the required maintenance, At present
the brilers are the mst critical ~f the rmain propulsion equiprent, The
complete rebricking ~f five brilers is highly desirable and rust be
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accomplished befrre annther forward area t~ur is undertaken, Constant
pressure pump governnrs have becn amnther source »f troubles Stean cut
brdies bave made repair »f some ghvernors imprssible. Replacerient »f these
and salvage »f their usable parts is now underway.

The mrst critical ~utlying auxiliaries are the deck winches and
the b b elevat~rs, All parts »f the deck winches are badly worn and a
crmplete nverhaul is necessary., These are vital to replenishment, and
their reliability is esscntial, The bomb elevators are also essential
and greatly over worked by comparison with World WarlIl operation. Frequent
brake and elcectrical adjustments are required to rmaintain continued onerwtiﬁns.

Statistics
Miles steared fron 2/18/52 t» 3/21/52 12,141.9 miles
Fuel used fron n non 1, 907 672. gall-ns
Fuel reccived from " noomon 1 804,497 gallons
Fuel delivered from L 160,851 gallons

Gallons fuel used per engine miles during perind: 157.1 gall-ns
E, PERSONNEL

Personnel performance has been unif-rmly excellent and morale
bas remained »n a high level, Tearwnrk and cooperatinn was evident through-
~t as evidenced by oxcellence »f performance during replenishment perinds.
In the transfer of supplies, 2 tons per hour reerrd for CV class carriers
in this area was set during -ne replenishment period and was broken the next,

The average »n~bsard crunt ~f enlisted personnel (cxcluding the air
group) during the perisd of this report was 2029, Tortal lnsses and gains by
pay grade were as f~1llows:

Losses 1 8 23 23 0 0
Gains 0 1 1 2 2 34

The critical shortages in petty officer ratings continues to prse a grave
problen and shortages in the ratings ~f TE, RD, MM, IC, ET, EM, BT, are
byrdering thoe minirmnm f5r nperntinnal functioning, An intense training
nrogran and utilization of personnel outside their field »f specialty when-
ever feasible bhas enabled departments t» functinn efficiently and with safety.

4An exchange of chaplains with ~ther ships at seca was c nducted
by the helicopter. Althrugh the General Worship Scrvice conducted by the
Cathhlic chaplain bhad been attended by 2 great number »f Protestant personnel,
it is highly recorrmended exchange of chaplains be continued sh-uld it not be
fensible 5 chaplains t» vessels ~f this type.
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The evening prayer which was inaugurated during ~ur first days in the
nperating area bhas been well received by all hands,

F. RECREATION

The recreatinn prograrm abrard the Antietar has net very apprecia-
tive resmnse and is a decided factrr in the continuved high rnrale »f the
ship!s c~mpany 2n? air croup perscnnel.

The Antiectan basketball tean finished the season with an 8 won,
2 1ost rec~rd, Maj-r victories were over the U.S.S. Essex, U.S.S. St, Paul
and the U.S5.S. Wisconsin., The 1lnsses were suffered at the hands ~f a Navy
and Army shore based teans. By virtue »f the wins ~ver underway tears the
Antietan clainms the rmythieal title ~f Far East Underway Chanmpinns,

An Intrarural Basketball Tomrnarent was ~rganized in which divi-
si~nal tears competed far the departrent champinnship, Then £ 11lowed a
tournanent with each department'!s team e-mpeting for ship'!s champion,
Winners within departnents were awarded a trophy and the winner ~f the de-
nartnental t-urnarent awarded the Captain's trophy. The tournaments were
highly successful; interest and enthusiasn ran high.

At the present tine plans are being completed f-r a volley ball
trurnanent t~ be e¢onductel along the sare lines.

The b xing team was entered in the All Service Tournament held at
Camp Chickarmauga, Kyushu, Janan along with fifteen ~ther tears nnd care
~ut second place winner,

During the perind chvered by this remrrt 93 movie: exhibitions were
attended by 30,676 personnel, an averace ~f about 330 per showing, This
figure is secningly low until the restricted areas available for showings
are considered,

The hobby shop has been very successful in its ~peratinn with
many rndel airplanes, ships, and automnbiles being acquired by personnel
during this operating perind., The ship has been dning an average $1,400
business ronthly, sver the last two mnth period,

A contest has been organized which delights all phrtsgraphic
enthusiasts and has resulted in a large nurmber ~f phrtooraphs ~f varied
subjocts, many of which will be used in the cruise book,

Rest and recuperation hotel reservations, althrugh limited, have
been hizhly beneficial, To ~ffset inadequate hotel reservations, »rganized
all-day sightseeing tours by bus have been arranged accormodating 70 men a
day. Booking ~f professinnal shows ~f loeal talent f-r perfrrmance abrard
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ship in port proved very successful,

The many organized 2nd diversified recreatinnal activities has served
t~» divert pent-up cnergzy into healthful channels and is eonsidered a }
major factor in the ship's mirale as well as low percentage ~f VD infected

persnnnel,

Copy ta:

CNO (2 advance)

CinCPacFlt (5) (2 advance)
ComdirPac {10) (2 advance)
ComPFairAlameda

CinCPacFlt Evaluation Group
ComNavFR

ComSEVENTHF1t (Advance copy)
CTF-77 (2 advance)
ComCarDivONE

ComCarDivTIREE

ComCarDivFIVE

U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9)

S. BOXER (CV-21)

S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CV-31)
S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45)
S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47)
S. PRINCETON (CV-37)

CVG-11

cve-15 (5)

CVG-19

CVG-101

CVG-102

ATG-1

ATG=2

Naval War College
ComFairJap
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