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Subj: Action R@pori for:MMe&mriod 16 January to 9 February 1952

Ref: (a) Opiav Instruction 3480.4 dtd 1 July 1951. |
* Encl: (1) Cormander Garrier Air Group FIFTERN ltr of 16 January 1951 gl

1. The Action Report for the ﬁeriod 16 Janupary to 9 beruary‘l952 is
hereby submitted in aecordance with reference {a). : :

/ ‘ CPART I
COMPOSITION 0 OVH FORGES VD MISSION

The U.S.S. ANTIETAM arrived at Yokosuka Naval Base at 0807I on 31
December 1951 upon completion of its second combat tour, The period 31
‘“ . December 1951 to 16 January 1952 was spent at the Yokosuka Naval Base
where the ship had a restricted yard availability and for rest and re-
creation. - At 0700I on 16 January 1952 the U.S.S, ATIETAM got underway
for the operating area to join Task Force 77 in accordance with CTR-77
/ I Confidential dispatch 121262 of Japuary, At 07201 6n 17 January the
U.S.8. PURDY (DD=734) rendeézvotised with the AUTIETAM west of Van Dieman
Straits, -Anti-aircraft practice was conducted during the morning and
refresher air operations were conducted during the afternoon. The ship
Joined the Task Force at 06411 on 18 January in the operatinz area near
the 38th narallel near the east const of Korea, The Task Force was.  °,
comanded by Regr Admiral J., PFRRY in the U.S5.S. FSSEX (CV-9) -and operated
under Task Foree 77 Operation Order 22-51 '(Revised) dated 6 December 1951.-
It was composed of the U.°.S, TSeRX (CV-9), =nd various screening units.
Air' Group FIFTER! was embarked in the U.S.S. WTITTAM,  After 19 days of
operations the ship derarted for Yokosuka for a period of rnintenance,
upkeep, rest and recreation leaving the action area on 6 February 1952,

L

The*MiSsicn of Task Force 77 was as follows:

- (1) conduct nerinl interdiction amainst the gnemy lines of
communication, transportation, industrial and supply facilities.
.-(2) Provide Close Air Support for the ground forces as.
directed. = R - ' ‘
* (3) Protect this force agoinst air, surface and subsurface
attacks., - s , ,




naval gunfire support as practicablc. .
‘ (5) Copduct photo and armed reconnaissance in support of the
interdiction program.
(6) Provide air cover for UM Naval Forces as directed.
(7) Opﬂr“te as a Fast Cerrier Striking Force when dirccted.

The Commﬂndinv Officer of Carrier Air Group 15 is CDR R, F. FARRINGTON,
USN with the following complement of pilots and number of aircraft at the
beginning of fli*ht operations on 18 January 1952,

SQUADRON NO., OF PILOTS NO & TYP: OF ATRCRAFT
VF-713 28 15 FLU=L
VF-831 20 16 F9F-2

' VF-837 21 16 F9F-2
VA-728 26% , 8 AD~2, 3 AD-4

- , 3 AD=4L

VC-3 5 ' 4 F4U-5NL,
ve-ll 4 3 AD-4W
VC-35 6 , ‘ 2 AD-4Q, 2 AD-4NL
VC-61 4 : '3 F9F-2P
VG-15 . - ' 6x% - .
HU-1 2 - -1 HO3S

* One (1) pilot TAD at U.S. Naval Fospital, Yokosuka during Oper~
ating period. .
** Four LSO's included in this figure,
‘ |
Particulars concerning loss of aircraft are given in snclosure (1).

PART II

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDFR OF EVEITS

1-16~52 U.c.S., MITIETAM sortded from Yokosuka at 07001, Steaming singly
enroute to tho operating area, .
1-17-52 Rendezvoused with the U.S.S. PURDY (DD=734) at 07201. Conduc—
ted anti-nircraft firing during the morning and refresher air operations
during the afternoon. At about 14201 LT A, MODANSKY crashed off the
port bow in an F9F shortly aftor take-off.. Cause of the crash is unknown,
Pilot was rescued vith slizht injuries by the helicopter and was back aboar
the ship within four (4) minutes from the time of the crash,

1-18-52 Rondez¥oused with Task Foree 77 at 06411, Bevmn air operations
at 0830I. Flew 72 sorties on CAP, railroad interdiction, jet recco,
Jet photo, ASP 2nd night heckler, The 22,000th landing was made today,

b
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1-19-52 Air Operations. Flew 78 sorties.‘ Nicsht flying cancelled due
to inclement weather. ,

1-20-52 Replenishment day,

1-21~52 Air Operations, Flew 86 sorties. At about 0900I LT WALLEY,
VA-728 ditched his AD in the water near Bungnam after being disabled by
anti-aircraft fire. Pilot was rescued unharmed by the U,S. S. WISCONSTN's
helicopter which was operating from Yodo Island,

1-22-52 Air Operations, Flew 80 sorties,
1.23~52 Air Operations. Flew 86 sorties.
1-24~52 Replenishment day., . : '.j

1~-25+~52 Air Operations were cancelled today due to snow, ice and very
rough seas, :

#

1-26-52 Adr Operations, Flew 70 sorties.

1-27=-52 Air Oper=tions, Flew 75 sortiés. Today was a record day for
the Air Group with a total of 114 railroad cuts, 68 of which were made
in one 12 plane strike. :

1-28~52 Replenishment day. - -

1-29-52 , Air Operations, At about 07501, LT S. B, MURPHY, V(C-3y crashed .
landed his FAU-5NL in flames near Hungnam, After a very narrow escape
from being captured, and after suffering a gun shot wound from his
Communist pursuers, he was rescued by a helicopter. At 14261, LT STAN
KiLAS, VC-61, bit the ramp with the port wheel of his FOF-2P and skidded
on up the dock and over the port side into the water, The crewmen of
the ANTITTAM helicopter had to enter the water to assist in the rescue of -
pilot who was stunned., Pilot recovered with only minor injuries. At L
15051, ENS W, Y. MARWOOD VF~713, was hit by AA near Wonsan and crashed oAl
into the water 5 miles south of Yodo Island, After a 52 minute search’ .
for the pilot by & aircraft and a helicopter, the search was abandoned. \
80 sorties were flown this date :

1-30-52 Air Operations., 75 Sorties Qere flown today in spite of extremely
bigh winds, sometimes as high as 60 knots, across the flight deck,

'1-31-52 Air Operations. Flow 80 Sorties,

2-1-52  Replenishment day, U.Q.S VALLEY TORGE (cv—As) joined the foree
today and the U.S.S. Essyx (cv-9) departed for Yokosuka.

Ly




.2-2-‘52 AMr Operations. Oaly 24 sorties were flown due tuvery ;high
seas e.nd aevcre pitching of the f1icht deo’k. k

2-3-52 / Air Operations. . Flew 82 Sqr’tiés. At 1"7501, the. U S S. ?HILIPPINE
SFA (GV-A’?) joined the Task Force, . ‘. ,

‘2«4«52 Air Operations, Flew 84 Sorties, At 09511 LTJG R. ‘E. VILSO °
landed his FOF in the water -ahead of the’ ship due to loas of power. The "
pilot was roscued unharmed by ANTIETAM!s helicol ter, At 1120I, LTJG C, E,
GILLETTE, VF-713, ditched his FAU in Wonsan Harbor dus to Lube Cil Preasure
Failure, The pilot. was rcscued by the U.S.S, ”ISQGNSIN'S helicoptar. ‘

-

2-5=52 Replenishmnt day. -

"

' 2wb=52 Alr Opcrationss Flew 46, sorties. ‘At 1126301 dcpartod the: tagk | i
foree in compeny with the U,S.5. ST PAUL (CA-73), Bear Admiral E, E. TN
STONE, USY, ConCruDivONE ombarked, and three (3) destroyers, The

Twenty ’ohreo ‘thousandth landing aboard ship was. mde today by LT. W. -A.

JWES Of VF“"H-BC

'2-7-52 Enroute Yokosuka,. Scheduled AA Practice;,was c&ncolled’ dve to
rein and low eciling, : o

"2.8-52 Enroute Yokosukn, | y
229-52 Enpouto Yokosuka, At 08331 anchored in Berth 11, Yokosulke Harbor, -

!
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Total Prop Sorties: 493i ‘ o = . o
Total Jet Sorties: 524 L ! R

Total Sorties: 1017




’ L PART II; Lo . i
. PERTORMANGE OF ORINLJICE MATRRIAL |
A.\ Ampmundtion Expenditures {gviatidnz[
2000 46, P, © 7 Flares, -6 3
1000 #G,P, 660 Float Lights, MK-2-6 12
. 500 #G.P, ‘ 224/  20MM AEY o 39,300
35 #D,By, 1 -20MM ING 39,300
260 #Frag, 108 20MM APT . 118,400 -
250 #G. P, : 1,946 50 Cal. AP 50,040
Anti-'s‘lb ROCkOts 8 50 Calp APIT 20,500 T
‘Thickener, Napalm - XYLONOL. " 8 Gals,
(Type 2)- = . LiOE - B
Tank, Napalm, MK-77 16 T
Igniters, Napalm,Mi5 = 9 =
Igniters, Napalm,Ml6 8

B. Corment on Porformance of Ordnance Material and Equipment:

. 1. Aviation Qrdnance Performance

- Jet aircraft have installed MK-51 bomb racks which have boen:
,used exclusively during the period of this report.. There has been
- only-one casc of hung ordnance on these racks and no bombs have -
been _ dropped when aircraft were catapulted, They have carried S00# . -
and 2504 bombs oxclusively, It is extremoly important to judge wind.
conditions accurately during low wind eonditions in order not to get
500# bombs loaded and make their removal necessary at launch tims,
At present, these borbs must be loaded and unloaded by hard, and thore
is a. grave need for development of a suitable mechanical hoist,

Some trouble has been axpetiencéd,ﬁith hoavy greasc presefs.
vation in bomb fuse cavitics of genoral purposc bombs, and this
condition is aggravated by low-tempcratures, S v

2, Performance of Sljxfg'g 'Ordnang' ¢ Fqu ;mgnt,. | ,
- (a) Due to restrictions of ammunition training allowanecs

- Tiring exercises were held a total of one (1) time,
- twenty-four (24) rounds of AAC were expended,

(b) Maintenance of ordnance equiprent was for the most part

~ routine, The exception was to be found in the train power
motors of 4OMM mounts numbers 41 and 42, On  soparate oc—
‘casions these motors smoked upon bcing emergized., The cause
'was determined to be a mero ground in the stator winding, In

ﬁhe,case.of'ﬂbunt 41 1t was necessary to rewind the stator.
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1. Sco Enclosure' (1),

e ; o ‘ | ,
Infte case of mount 42 the coils wers washed in fresh water,
baked and revarnished. it this time both mounts are pore
forming satisfactordly, The emsualtics appear to have been

- caused by salt water entering the motor during heavy seas.
These motors arc splash proof but not watertight, L
. Al Sy
(e) At this writing a casualty as yoet unsolved hag arisen in the.
MK 56 GFCS in 4OMM mount 44, When tracking is done in full
-~ ' radar control, osecillation occurs when target is tracked

)
v

PART IV -
' . MImEDMMGE
Darage to ship o T

1, None o/

 Loss ond Qggggg of aireraft . SR

'l.. Sce EncléSurejCI).}'  R ' R

BRRY .
' PFRSOMNFEL PFRFORMANGE AND_

7 e o . o v

z

——— » 4 o S
1, Performance of duty and rmorale has béen excellent,

Gaswalties - . . .o
1. There were no‘persohnel'caSualtiés‘suffefed»by~5hip's company
personnel as a result of enemy ‘action, - | \ '

2e At 04321 on 21 January11952, FARRFLL, Edward Je ' Cey AN, 211 90 56,
USNR, VF-837, while working on the flizht deck in preparation for the

morning launeh became disoriented during a snow squall and fell
overboard. A gearch by two destroyers until 06001 and by one de-
stroyer until 0B0OI had negative resdlts, . . s '

»

3. Casunlties to Ay Group persoﬂnel'&fe reported in Enclosure 1),
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‘gmmm COMTNTS |
Ady Dcpggtmént‘ |
1. Flight Dock

\

i
1

. There were several opportunitics to test the snbw and ige ro-
roval equipment durdng the period of this report. The rotary brooms
were found to be absolutely cssential to keep the flizht deek clear,

~and must be turned up and checked daily to insure that they will be -

operationzl when needed, At times, there were over two hundrod
brooms and shovels working besides the rotary brooms,

.. The attrition of milos has beon guite high this operating
poriod and ecan be attributed to the heavy work load to which they
are subjected, plus the fact that the initinal allowance of section

"M tractor spares has boen completely depleted, The tragtor spares

of this allowance should be doubled prior to deployment of any
carrier, . ; !

The large size chocks (NAF DWG No. 89735) manufactured by

- the Grurman Cormpany have proved unsatisfactory. Due to the emall wheei’

- and tire size of jet aireraft thesc chocks are ineffective for chocking

bridles since installation of newfarticul&ting?shutt}es.«

jots, Furthermore, the attrition is so great that they often last
less than one woek with careful handling, Roport: of Unsatisfactory —
and Defective Materials has been submittod, and recommendations for .

. chock improvement have becn made, =~ -
C

‘The attrition of standard tie down recls bas also been quite
bigh and it is belived that the initial allowanee should also be sub-
stantially increased, particularly for ships that are in arcas where-
heavy seas and kigh winds are often encountered, e

" It hag been necéssary to keepytié down reeis‘on‘aiforaft .
that are turning up aft prior to take off, because sometimes the deck

- is slippery and allows chocks to work forward into other aireraft even .

though pilots are holding full brakes, . -

- It has also been nccessary to leave jury struts in prapelleged
aireraft that are turning up for launch until the ship is into the ‘
wind, This is partieularly true during high wind conditions when the
turn from downwind subjects inboard wing panels to heavy eross winds '
and may eause them to extend past the vertieal and damage othor

- alroraft, ‘

2. ata t “ ‘ .

, _The catapults have been in excellent workihg'and matcrial cbnﬁfly
dition during this period, and there have been no cases of broken . -

8
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3. Arresting Gear

There has been only one barricade engagerment and that was
not a good test of the present installation because two Davis
barriers were actuated first, A total of cicht hundred and fifty
sever (857) landings were made using the initial barricade webbing
prior to this engagerments The time for re-rigging two Davis
barricrs ~nd the barricade in this instance was twelve (12) minutes,
This w~s the total elapsed time from the time of cngazement until the
time the deck was ready to recover aircraft and was quite good - -
.considering the extreme cold weather and high winds that prevailed,

The use of arresting gear spaces for berthing is not satis~
factory during winter weather, -

4. Bangar Deck | ‘ . : « o

There were no new problens commected with hangar deck
operations, and the space saving progrem is still in full swing,
However, there must be a continuous campaign to keep gear in spaces
marked for 1%, and it is difficult to keep unauthorized zear -nd
equipment off of the hangar deck, The progranm has paid dividends as
there have been more than forty-three (43) aircraft on the hangar T
deck at times,

There is a nded for jet power outlets at either side of the
. deck edge elevator. Many turn ups can be accomplished there,

5. Maintenance

There is still a definite need for rmore jet starting motor
generator units for jet starting, and this is further emphasized be-
cause two starter jeeps have needed replacement since the beginning of
this operating period, It was found that one of the new jeeps re-
celved in Yokosuka had a cracked bloeck when it was first used, and
the other was soon out of commission because of al broken piston ring.

The maintenance officers from the ship and air group have main- \
tained a more rigid control of service control functions and increased
availability has resulted, ‘ ‘

The APA-19 radar bomb stowage’xakes on growing importance bee
cause the iPS-19 radar is seldom used except for ASW missions, FHence,
there must be adequate stowage for all of those not used,

Due to the frequent need for calibrating redio altimeters it
would be highly desirable to have an additional tést bench instal-
lation in the AEW shop,
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It hns been found that as persomnel are better trained and
more familiar -dth their jobs and the equipment they bandle they tend ,
to minimize the ever present dangers that exist, Fence, it has been R
necessary to prormlgate a complete new set of safety rules includ- R
ing those compiled by ComlirPac as: a guide, Division officers are
required to read a portion of these rules daily to all personnel in
their divisions and to read them in their entirety not less than
once each month, ' It 1s hoped that these continuous reminders will
keep personnel constantly alert to the dangers at hand and will help
to prevent any serious accidents or injuries,

B. OPFR.TIONS D"PARTMENT

1., ¢IC

—

.
s ———

a, Geners

Operationé during this period were conducted ns before;
watch assiznments and operating procedures have been discussed
in previo‘s reports, CIC experienced no difficulties in main-
teining alr eosntrol and radar radio guards as assigned by the

Cormander Task TForge.
{

cheral piiots in the air vroup have evidenced an interest
in checking out in CIC operations, and a program is being work-
ed out to qualify them as watch-standers,

b,  Radars:

(1) SPS~6-B° The SPS—6~B is proving to be the most versatile
radar for ionge range air and surface search, and though limited o
greatly by target definition, it bhas been used for station keeping i
and naviaation. . , e

Results on jet aircraft have been exeellent. Ranges of 60-70 1
niles are not unusuzl, and fortunately, these targets are held on
ithe radar almost every sweep, Fowever, omn jet aireraft at 35,000 i o
feet, range of detection is only 35-45 miles, On initial pick-up =
of conventional aircraft, the SPS-6-B lags somewhat behind the SX, ‘

Frequent tuning and 2ood maintenance has increased the overall .
. efficiency of the SPS-6-B, and no severe maintenance problems bave
been encountered, High winds have effected antenna rotation, but
this problem has been alleviated somewhat by reversing the ro-
tation of the antenna, It is still necessary to secure the antenna
in extremely high winds, .
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(2) 8X: The senrch system still provides the best ranges on
conventional aireraft, but range of detection of jet aireraft is
only 35-40 miles; furthermore, jet aireraft are not held on the
search systen overy sweep and jets at 35,000 feet are seldom
picked up at all, The search system has been extremely efficient
for long range surface search and long range navigation,

-

The height system is finally working properly; repairs which
were made in port increased the accuracy of the equipment to
within one and two thousand feet of actual altitude, Calibration
checks are being made to effect more accuracy. Ranges on jet

: aireraft are limited, though oceasionally altitude hns been do~
g ternined at 45-50 M1les. “Atitude on conventional aircraft has
been deterMined at 65 miles or more.

(3) §§: The SK radar has performed quite S&tle“Ctﬂrlly though

it is less consistent in range of detection than the SX or the
SPS~-6-B, The SK is used primarily for identification (Mark 111~

IFF) and short range air search and for the tracking »f sircraft

over 1and, The SK with its low frequency, will provide some pro-
tection for the shlp in the event that the hizher frequency radars -
are jammed; and it is aﬁequate for the tracking »f conventional !
aircraft, - ‘ '

(4) SU: The SU radar has performed excellently during thls period,
for it has been operated continuously for station keeping, short .
range surface search, and piloting, Difficulty experienced with'
the AFC unit, which increased the minirum range of the radar, has
been overcome by a new installation,

-(5) IDTUTIFICATION FQUIPMTNT: The Mark V IFF equipment has
been operated 2t all times that jet aircraft are airborn, and it
has been most successful, Ranges of reception of the Mark X equip-
ment have been in excess of 100 miles.

The Mark 111 IFF equipment has been used continunusly for
ldentification of conventional aircraft; both the A band and the
G band have proved suecessful as an aid in identification,

c. Air Cpﬁtrol

1. All air control is done on the 7 ¥ radar repeater with the
SPS-6-B radar repeater piped into it, and no difficulty has been
experienced either in CAP control or strike control. The radar
controller, an enlisted man who sits at the console near the air
controller, keeps the verticnl plot up to date and air contacts
properlys identified, This system, particularly for strike
control, has been successful, because the radar controller, under
the superv1s1on of the air controller, can coordinate the three
search radars to provide an accurate vertical plot.
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AEROLOGY

&, Weather Sggmarv:

From a meteorological standpoint this tour was marked by no
weather of unusual significance, It was, in fact, completely normal
for the area dnd the season, Conditions for flirht operations were
7eherally good and only one full day was lost because of inclement
weather, In addition, the early morning heckler flishts of 30
January and 2 February were cancelled because of weather as were
also the late afternoon hecklers of 19 January and 27 Januery.

The most prominent feature of the weather in the operating
area during January and early February was the presence of the
Siberian high pressure system; only four cold front passages having
been recorded during this period. In each instance the cold front
was associated with, a wave on the polar front which formed over
northern Korea or eastsrn Manchuria, Following each frontal passage
these lows deepened rapidly as they moved out across the Sea of
Japan. In three cases the storms moved eastward so rapidly that the
ship was not affected by the weather of the low prossure system,
The low associaved with the cold front of 25 Januery, however,
intensified rapidiy to the northeast of the task foree and re-
sulted in a few hours of strong northerly winds and a heavy swell
from the northeast which lasted all day and prevented flizht
operations for that day, . ‘

‘These cold fronts were relatively weak and were attended by
little or no weather. However, as fresh polar continental air from
Siberiaimoved in behind the front and out over the relatively warm
water of the Sea of Japan it was heated from below and the resulting
instability within the air mass produced 1isht snow showers for a
few hours after the front passed. Although these outbreaks of
polar air brought sub-freeging temperatures to northern Korea and
the adjacent Sea of Japan they resulted in good flying weather over
most of the target area, o

The' shear line, which has been noted previously during naval
operations in the area in winter, was present whenever the air flow
aloft over Manchuria was northerly or northeasterly. It wag parti-
cularly well developed during the period of 2 to 5 February, when
1ts mean position was aporoximately forty miles’ offshore and paralle
to the southeast coast »f Korea, Thus it was possible for the ship
to be operating under VFR or CAVU eonditions if it was west of the
shear line; or in snow showers, low ceilinzs and poor visibilities

- when it was east of the line, In addition, the shear line had a

definite effect on the weather of the target area in the vicinity

of Songjin, where it approached the coast. As a rule, weather in th
Songjin area was worst during the morning when low ceilings, restric
ted visibilities and snow showers frequently prevented target operat:




| Generally this conditién cleared in/ the afternoon as the slight
surface heatinz 2nd loéal fochn effect pushed the shear line a few
miles offshore, : )

Replenishment on the 5th of February was hampered somcwhat by
snow, winds of 25 to 35 knots and roush geas. In this case the
‘replenishmont group was operating in the Sca of Japan east of the
shear line and the weather encountered was typical of the area.

" b Weather Statistics:

Wind directions: Tho wind directions observed during this period
are characteristic for the area and the season. In the winter months
the outflow of air from the Siberian high pressure system shows a
predominant westerly to northwestorly component north of 359 N, Wind.

directions between west and rorthwest were observed approximately 65%
of the time, - ‘ ' ‘ , ‘

Directions Percentage of Obgervations
North ‘ 16.8% '
Northeast ' - 10,6
Ea.s‘b - ) ‘ 201
Southeast S 0.4
South - - : , . 6,9
Southwest - R SV A

"~ Northwest . L ‘ 16,7

Wind Velocities: There wers relatively few periods of light
winds, the great majority of observations showing winds of 15 knots'
or higher, Only 4% of all observations were under 5 knots, How-
ever, there were more observations of winds over 30 knots than during
the last operating period and in this instance, slightly over 8% of

_all observations showed winds of 30 knots or higher,

Yelocity Ranpe (Knots) Percentage of Observatlons

- Calm ~ S 0 0.2 %
0-4 _ N - . 4l ,
59 / 159 B
10-14 . 14,8 B
15-19 : - 2150 -
20-24, ‘ - 23,2 |
25=29 , ‘ 1246

- 3034 : 6.0

35-39 . ‘ 1'6 A

40 or hizher . 0.6
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Ceilings:

Low ceilings werc recorded on only a fow occasions;

with less than three percent of observations showing ceilings of less than

1000 feet,
of the time,

Ceiling Range gFeetQ

Ceilings of 10,000 feet or better were observed more than 71%

Percentage of Observationg

Zero 0,2% -
O"'SOO . \ 0 ] 4
5001000 ' 1.6
1000~5000 18,8
5000-10, 000 75
10,000 or above 71.3

Visibilities: Visibilities were generally excellent with 93% of

all observations showing ten miles or better.

Visibilities of less than

1 mile were recorded less than 1% of the time.

Visibility Range (Miles)  Peroentage of Observations

Zero 0.0
0«1 0.6

- 1-3 . 0.8
3""6 1 o 6
‘ he2

2.8

6-10
10 or more

Temperatureg: Temperatures recorded during this perind again v
reflect the dominance of the polar continental air mass which governs
the weather of this area during the winter months. Recorded temperatures
averaged considerably lower for this tour of duty than for that of Deceémber.

Average Maximﬁm Temperature 439

v+ Average Minimum Temperature _7°
Fizhest Maximum Recorded 58°- *
Lowest Minimum Recorded 180

Irecipitation: Little rain or snow was recorded during this
period, further ovidence of the influence of the dry, polar esntinental air
which dominnted the weather charts during the winter months, Only 5 hours
of rain and 20 hours of snow were recorded ‘during the entire perind, The

longest continuous period of precipitation occurred on the morning of 25 Jan- .
uary when 8‘hours of light snow were observed, following 2 cold front passage.
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é. COMMUNICATIONS
Communicationg on the whole have been very sqtisfwctnry during

the third period of operation. The following suzgostions and no=~
tations are mde in an effort to further 1mprovc existing c@nditions.

: ‘YDT Ratt Fox has been highly sucdessful during this period of
operation with the addition of the new frequency 123 KC. This fre-

quency has been found invalunble for rolinble receipt of the NDT
Brondenst schedules, This frequency hos, during two transits of Van
Diemen, glven consistent results where we formerly experienced an al- -
most complete blacknut of reception with the other available frequencies
for perinds up to six hours. The addition of this one froquency to the
NST Broadeast schedules has reduced our requests for repetitions of :
messwges to  almpst 30% of former needs, o : Grk

It is believed that the NDT Ratt Fox BrOadcmsts could be still :
further improved by the adoption of a system of transmission such as s
is used by the Ratt component of FOW Fox, where double transmission dexf =
is used at ralf hour intervals, i.e. sintle transmission with a re-run
1/2 hour later, :

4. PHOTON RAPHY

During the perind covered by this report 37 phots sorties

were flown making 5,132 negatives from which 41,135 prints wore made.
‘Added to the totals of previous reporting periods, the photo planes :
have made a grend total of 155 sorties, requlting in 20,007 negatives fY
which. 150,237 prints werc made, .

. There have been more camera failure during this period of
‘operations than previously. Most of these failures occured with the
K«25 pnd camcras which either failed to operate at all orf made out-
of-focus pictures on part of the rolls, It is believed that most of
these failures were caused by using non-winterized cameras during cold
weather operations, Althourh the lowest registered temperature on the
£light deck was only- eiﬂhteen degrees above gero, the new l6mm motion
plcture cameras would not run a constant 64 frames per second vhen ex-
posed to that tempcraturc for even a short time. ‘ s

5 IE INTELLIGFNCE

Intclliaﬂnee functione pcrfnrmod smoothly again with no
notable difficultics cneountered, The Air Navigation Department at
Atsugi has provided cxecllont service in replenishing maps and charts
with as little as 4 dnys -clapsing between the time the request was
dispatched and the items were received on board.
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SUPPLY DPARTMFNT
1. Winter Clothing

The ¢old weather continued to cause problcms in providing
adequate clothing to personnel, Flight deck crews werc well protected
with long underwear, helmets, jackets, face masks, trousers, wool
socks, arctics and gloves., Gunnory department personncl bad to be
issued additionnl clothing tn insurc adequnte protection to the men
standing top side watches, The primery difficulty cneountered with
winter clothing is cxcessive lnsses due t» inndequate storage spacec.

2. . General Stores

<~ Gencral stores personnel eontinued their inventory program,
and the removal of excess stocks Every effort is being made to bring
all classes of material into balance with requircments. Consuming
departments are also returning excess materinl to the Supply Dopartment,

The assignment of a Chief Boatswain as Mess Deck Master-at
Arms has provided the required leadership to put the mess halls in top

- eondition, All hands are enthugiastic abrut the improvements being

made,

The Commissary Officer instituted the serving of hot soup th
all personnel on the flicht deck, The soup is required during the cold
weather and is definitely a morale booster for these important men,

,  Soup is mide in the galley and taken to the flisht deck for
eonsumption during operating lulls.,

The. Commissary is now working practically around the clock,,
early brenkfasts for Air Department personnel, three meals a day for
all hands, midnight meals for night watch standers and maintenance crews,
and soup dey and night for flight deck personnel. .

4., Ship's Stores.

January wag another record month in ship's stores sales. The
sale of Japanese merchandise continued at a high level,

It is impnssiblc to manufacture sufficient ice cream to meet
demands. Due to inadequate refrigerator space, ice cream sales must' be
limited to two (2) cups per man. It is recommended that adAditional
refrigerator equipment be provided ship!'s store.
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5. Aviation Staores : o

Issue »f aviatism spares continued at a high 1evel. Aviation
stores personnel issued materinl around the clock to meet the demands -
of nizht chock crews, Close conrdination nnd cooperation between Supply
and Squadron Material departments have resulted in mutual understanding
and better support for the malntenance and enginecring uork.

Few difficultics were encountered during the month, AOG!s
~ were kept within reasonable 1lirmits and rutual assistance hetween the
\accamnanying carriers wns very satisfyinﬂ.

* The following parts were‘in short suppky:

STOCK NO. }
R83-DG-3266263 Cylinder, Aileron Boost, AD
R83-CLF-E4{6690 0il Cooler, AD S
R82-GD-G3-521-ML  Wheel, Nose, F9F - o
R82-GR-1730009L " Flap Assembly, F9F !
R82-~GR~130C05R "~ Flap Assembly, FOF -

' R82-DC-5256882 Pancl, After Cowl, AD

" R82~CVVSw37013-2 ~ Wing dssembly, FAU

Administration

Allotment accounting requires constant attention, Commander
_ Air PForce, Pacifie Fleet granted an augmenting allotment of forty
thousand dollars for the replenlshment of stock and equippage pro--
curement, Fach department is straining to stay within budgetary limits
but adequate allotment is believed to be avallable,

A program wes inaugurated durinp the month t» establish new .
equipage records from which the annual equipage inventory will be taken,
‘Records are being converted from S and A Form 306 to S and A Form 460. i
The task involved brings the ships allowance lists up to date and enterir. '
all saip alterations and change letter data that occured during the: ship¢,"
1nactive period, ‘ ;

New accounting procedures have required close administrative -
control to insure sufficlent funds to accomplish required projecta. In
certain cases dcpartmental allotments have been broken down to provide
~ for these specisl expenditures. For an example. The Enginecering De-

- partment is allocated three allotments, one for Fnﬂinqgring Department
‘operatinnal expenses, one for procurement of paint for the entire ship,
and one for ship maintenance and repair work, In this manner, ex— o
penditures for these 1tems can be cnntrolled and limited to funds providc‘ :

1,7 :




Fleet,

.~ Procurcment of photographic materials has. caused some financial
strain, Current policies presecribe the financing of eonsumable photo

- supplics and laboratory equipment from the operating allotment., The

cost nf these items is estimated at $15,000 quarterly, The mission
of the photographic laboratory is to support aireraft sperations and -
whether »r nnt expenses incident to this support may -ultimately be
financed through the Appropriation Purchases Account or by additional
allntment alloeation has been referred to Commander Air Force, . Pagific

NGINEERING DRPARTMENT

No major material problems developed during this poriod, Firesides
of two (2) boilers cleaned during underway replenishment periods, Ex~ ]
cept when seccuring for speeific work, eight (8)’boi1er§ are kept in use.
This is nearly as econorieal in fuel eonsurption as shifting the number
of boilers in usc and appears to be far ensier on the boilers and
brickwork, Relcases to inactive duty and transfers to other ships is
rapidly reducing the derartmentt!s prtential to aceomplish routine repairs

during the underwny replenishment perinds and the inpsrt upkeep periods.

Statistics as of 2400 6 Fobruary 1952:
Miles Steamed: . 7,956 .
Fuel Used: 1,249,111 Gallons
Average Speed: 15,2 Knots

"LTART. AND RRCREATION

1. In Port:

a, Ninety-four (94) officers and two hundred (200) enlisted
personnel enjoyed the facilities pf Rest and Recuperation Hotecls.

b, Seven hundred (700) personnel took advantage of free sight-
seeing tours made possible by the Transportatisn Officer of
Flect Activities, Yokosuka,

Co Motion pictures were held nightly aboard,

d. The Fltlets gyrmasium at Yokosuka was used on numernous occasions

by the Ship's basketball team,

€, The Protestant Chaplain from the Bnspital at Yokosuka came
abdard for Divine Services on two (2) occasions, '
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2. At Sen:

a. Mortinn pietures weré shawm for all hands whenever con—
“diti-ns permitted. ‘

bs One (1) Happy Erur was held on the Hangar Deck,

c. The Hobby Shop was open at regular times,

%&A&P Cefe ki

Copy to:

CNO (2 advance)

CinCPacFlt (5) (2 advance)
ComAirPac (10) (2 advance)
ComFairilameda

CinCPacFlt Evaluation Group (5)
ComNavFRE

ComSEVENTHEF1t (Advance cnpy)
CTF-77 (2 advance) o F
ComCarDivONE 5’
ComCarDivTFREE \ N,

* ComCarDiviIVE g"
U.S.S. FSSEX (cV-9) ‘
U.S.S. BOX®R (CV-21)

U.S.S. BON FOMME RICPARD (QV-31)

U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45)

U.S.S. PFILIPPINF SEA (CV--47)

U.S.S. PRIVCETON (CV-27)

CVG-11
~. CVG-15 (5)
CVG-19 ~
CVG-101 - .
CVG-102
ATG~1
ATG-2
Naval War College
ComFairJap




