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SECURITY INFORMATION DoD DIR 520.10

From: Commanding Officer and Comander Task Element 95,11
Tos Chief of Naval Operations
via: (1) Comander Task Group 951

(2) Cormander Task Force 95

(3) Commander SEVENTH Fleet

(,) Commander Naval Forces, Far Bast

(5) Commander in Chief, Pagific Fleet

Subj: Action Report 23 June through b July 1952

Ref: (a) Article 0705 Navy Regulations
(o) OPWAV INSTRUCTION 348044
{6) CINCPACFLT INSTHCTION 3480.1
(d) CTG 95.) OpOrder 2m52
(e) CIE 95.11 OpOrder 2=52

(1) Sample Air Schedule

-

Encl
1. In sccordance with reference (a), (b}, {c) and (d), the Actien Report of
Task Element 9511 for the period 23 June ghrough L July 1952 is submitted
herewiths

PART T = GENERAL NARRATIVE

1. During the period 23 June through ) July 1952, the USS BATALN (CVL 29),

under the command of Captain H. R. TORNEL, 61175/1310, USN, with the Marine .
Adrcraft Squadron. VMA=312 erbarked, operated as 2 part of the Us S. SEVENTH
Fleet in Task Porce 95, under the operational control of the Commander Task

Grmlp 95.&1.

2. The Commanding Officer, USS BATAAN (CVL 29), was OTC Wesht Coast of Korea
and Cormander Task Element 95.11 throughout the period 21001 2y June to 21001
3 July 1952, At 21001 3 July Commander Pask Element 95412 assumed 0TC West
Coast of Korea and Cermand of Task Element 95,11 ghifted to the Cormanding
Officer, HIS OCRAN. During the reporting period, TE 95,11 consisted of the
USS RATAAN and a maximm of four seyscening vesselse At varying times HICS
TROQUOTS (DIE~217), HMCS CRUSATER (DIE=228), USS BRADFORD (DD=5h5), USS HARSH
(tE-699) and USS JOHN R CRAIG (D-885) acted as scrcening shipss The screen
was recuced to less than four ships when required by operational denandse

For Worthington Patrol one destroyer daily was ordered to CTE 95,12 to patrol
the jislands south of Haeju. Ships werc detached 1ate in the afbernocon to
proceed on this patrol, returning the following morning after refueling from
a tanker located noar Taaschong Do.
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Ae The mission of the Task Element is ag followass

(1) Adsist in enforcing the United Hations blockade and in the
defense of friendly islands of tihe West Coast of Korea,

(2) Assist in protecting sea comrmunication in the Yollow Sea,

(3) Provide air spotting sorviees for control of naval gunfire
in ordei to support the United Wations effort in Korea.

(1) Conduct air strikes against selected targets,

{5} Conduct air reconnaissancc,

(6) Render closec air support éerﬁces to ground forces,

(7) Act in accordance with current directives of CTG 95.1.
be The mission of the Carrier Unit is as follows:

(1) Conduct armed air recormaissance of the West Coast of Yorea -
from the United Nations fromt lines northward to Lat. 39-151,

(2) Attack enemy shipping and destroy mines,.

(3) Maintain surveillance of cnemy airfields in the llasjue
Chinnampo regione (CHGJTH, HAEJU, and ONJONG-HT).

(4} Provide airspot services to naval units on rcquest.

(5) Provide close air support and armed air recormmissance services
as roquested by Joint Operations Center, Korea (JOC XOREA).

(6) Conduct air strikes arainst coastal and inland targets of
opportunity at diseretion.

(7} Be prepared to provide Combat Air Patrol +o fiendly naval
foreos operating off the West Coast of Korea. _

(8) Render SAR assistances

3« lo enemy surface or air forces wers encountered by this Task Elemont and
therefore, no surface or air action is related, However, enemy small craft
operating in the rivers, estuaries, and along the West Coast of Korea were
attacled and destroyed by aircralt of this clememt whon directed or as targets
o§ opportunity. Action of TE 95,11 on Patrol Worthingbon is revorted by CTE
95012,
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i, During this opcrating neriod, VMA=312 aircraft flew Armed Reconnaissance,
Target Combat Air Patrol, Combat Air Patrol and Close Air Support, in pro- _
portions indicated in schedule, (enelosure 1). Flight overations were ecarried
ocut cight of the nine days scheduled, but were sharply curtailed by woather.
L00 sertics werc schednled. 162 (40.5%) were cancclled dus to weathers

During these nine days Vw312 A/C flow 236 combat sortics. Four (L) fiights
aborted, There was a total of 513.6 combat hours flown for en overall avere
age of 57al hours and 26.2 sortics ner day. The squadron allowancc was 2hLiy
average on board was 2L and the average aircraft availability 20.

5. During the operating poriod, ships of Task Elament 95,11 opcrated in the
Lorcan Coastal Arca MNAW in the vieiwity of Latitude 37° 30%H. and 1240 301E,

PART II -~ CHRONCLOGICAL ORDEL: O EVENTS

23 June 1952 -

Left Sascbo, Japan, in company with HMCS IROGUOIS (DIE-217)
with intentions of conducting carrior qualifications. However, tho offccts
of Typnoon DINAH worc felt before leaving the Saschbo swept channel., Heavy
seas and hish winds werc cncountercod and aireraft were ordercd to remain at
Ttaguke, Japane Typhoon Condition 1 was set and in accordance with dispatch
of CTG 95,1 the formation steamcd to and rcmained aleng the loc westorn sido
of Tsushima in the Korea Strait. 18L0I sot Typhoon Conditlon IIT and at
2300 commenced stoaming southward toward carrier qualification area near
Tiri Shimaa

2, June 1952 -

07551 securcd from Typhoon Condition ITL, During the day
fourteen VMi-312 aircraft were brought aboard, bringing enboard total of
VMA-312 aircraft to twenty-four (2L). Carrier qualifieations for cleven (11)
reporting pilots were partially conpleted. Demage to aircraft: one broken
tailvheels CGualifications werc discontinued whon the second aircrafd went
dowm, leaving a full hangar deck with onc non flyable aireraft on the flight
decks This eliminated the clear deegk nccessary for futher qualification,
09L3T formation sct coursc for operating Area WAN. At 15157 the BATAAN held
an abandon ship drill, 1650 HICS CRUSADER (DIE-228) joined the formation.
21001 Cormanding Officer, USS BATAAN assumed command of Task: Elcment 95.11
and OTC West Coast Korea, ¥

25 June 1952 =

OCL2T USS BRADFORD (Db=5L5) joined the formation. 05351
launched ajreraft as scheduled. 09481 the Opcrations Officer of HIS OCEAN
camo aboard by helicopter for the purposc of observing operations aboard
the USS BATAAN. 1S5K1T USS MARSH (TE-699) joincd the formation. 15551 HMOS
IROQUOIS was detached on Worthington Patrol.

AN 3

N
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SEQIRITY INFORMATION

Forty-four (Lli) combat sorties were launched this datc.
Damage inflicted included the destruction of 103 buildings and three (3)
gun positions. Seven (7) rail cuts wero mades

26 Junc 1952 -

) First flight was launched before sunrisc to provide TAT
for CTE 95¢12.l4is Fortip-five (L5) sortics werc lhunched during the day w:_th
107 buildings destroyed as principal targots.
At 0520I 2 suprisc gunnery firing oxercise was held, During
the morning HMCS IROQUOIS rcturncd from Worthington Patrol and in the aftor-
neon HHCS CRUSATER was detached for similiar patrol.

27 Junc 1952 =

Forty-four (L) aircraft of VMi-312 werc launched against
the cnomy with good results. One flight of four discovered 1000 cnemy troops,
killing and wounding over 300,

At 08341 1WMCS CRUSADER returned from the daily pabrol and
ab 1812I the USS BRLDFORD was dotached for patrol scrvicc.

28 Junc 1952 =

Flow four (4} Closc Air Support missions this datce Sortics
were limited to twenty (20) for the day due to inclement weather in the after=
noon. The morning flights accounted for twembty-four (24) trocps killed in
action. Another principal target was the c¢losing of a rail tunncl,

0730X onc VMi=-312 aircraft floatcd into a barricr and flipe
pedover on its back., Strike damage to aircraft; no injury to personnel.

At 10511 the USS BRADFORD rego:mod the formation, having
been on Worthington Patrol. At 17331 the USS MARSH doparted for the daily
Worthington Pntrol.

29 June 1952 -

Poor flying woathcr continued through~cut the day foreing
the caneccllatign of all flights,

At 10B4T the MARSH returncd from patrol. At 1136 the USS
BRATFORD was dotached from TE 95.11 to join its squadron organization, Her
pesition in the scrcen was takon by the USS JOHN R. CRALG who joined the
Tasic Element at 114274 At 1730T HMCS IROQUOTIS departed on patrole

30 Junc 1952

Poor flying conditions continued to cxist until late aftere
noon with the result that onty 12 sortics wore launched this date, Principal
targets included three (3) railroad bridges and onc (1) transformer station
damagods
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S!‘ CURITY INFORMATION

At 08281 HMCS IROQOIS roturncd from patrol and at 17551
the USS JOHN R, CRAICG departed for the daily Worthington Patrel.

1 July 1952 =

" Flying woather in the Yellow Sez and over the target arcas
continued peor, causing tho canccllation of one half of the forty~four (LL)
scheduled sortics. During the short pariods when the target arcas werc open
the TARCAP and RECCO Ilighbs inflicted damage on the encmy, including the
destruction of cight (8) railroad cars and the damaging of nine (9) boats,

At OSLLT held surprise gunnery firing ocxercisec. 06321 the

USS JoIM Re CRLIG roturned from patrol and at 17581 HMCS CIUSAIER deparbed
on Worthington Patrol,

2 July 1952 =

Poor flight conditions persistod througheout the day with
only four (L) sortics being launched,

At 1340T HMCS CRUSAIER returncd from patrol, 16L6T IMCS
IROWUOIS departed for a similiar mission. '

3 Juiy 1952 -

Full flight operations wore resumecd on the final day of
the oporating periods VMA«312 pilots flow forty-six (46) combat sortics
which resulted in considerable damage to the cnemy. A principal damage
included eight (8) rail cuts.

At OUSLT CTE $5.11 held General Quarters drill and gumnery
firing oxercises. Between scheduled launches in the afbornocon tho prospocte
ive commanding officer Mi«312 in an FLU, and onc TR from K6 made carricr
qualiflcation landings.

A% 12571 HMCS IROQUOIS returncd from patrol. At 17557 the
US55 JOHW R. CRALG was detachiod on Worthington Patrol and further duty with
CTE 95,11 with HMS OCELN, |

At 2100I Command of Task Eloment 95,11 shifted to 5SS OCEAN
and CTE 95.12 became OTC West Coast of Korea, 2332I the USS M\RSH was detache
ed for duty with Taslk Element $5,11.

L July 1952 =

Steaming enroute Sasebo, Japan from operating Axea MAN.-
At 13521 onc aircraft of VMA-312 was launched for Tbami,
Japan. 1700T moorcd bouy ;18 Sasobo, Japan.
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SEQURITY INFCRMATION
STATISTTICGLL SUUARY OF FLIGHT OFERATIONS

TOTAL ARED ENGINE
IATE  SORTIES CAS  RECCO  TARCAP  CAP  ABORIS RUN~IN
6/25 Lk 16 14 1l

6/26 higa 1L 16 1 1 1
6/27 Lk 16 1 k813

/28 20 L i3 6 6

/29 0 | :

6/30 12 L Ly b

/L 2 8 6 8

/2 L 2 p:

3 L6 17 ik 5 3 S
Total  236x L 79 76 17 L 1

Average sortios per day 2662
Total combat hours 5136
Tnily averege 57.1 hrse

Average hours per sortie 2,18

#* Does not include engine run-:m
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SEATRITY INFORMATION

PART IIT « PERFORMANCE OF ORTALLIICE MATERILL AND EQUIPIENT INCLUDTNG
LPFUNLITIOL .

A. Porformance of Ordnznce laterizl and Equipment

(1)} Wo unduc difficultios wore oxpericnecd in the handling of
ordnanco.

(2) Sixteoen (16) white phosphorous rockets failed to fire. Thore
were four {li) cut pistails, onc pigtail disengaged from the
igniter and eleven (11) dud rockets.

(3) & 500# bomb was dvopped from the aircraft port pylon bombrack
during eatapuli shob on two different oceasions. Tho catapuld
bridle striking the manual rcelease mechanism on the rack 1s
belicwed to be the eause. Corrective action was taken by
placing a fairing on the inboard side of the port pylon and no
fwrther incidents have beon expcricncced,

(1) one (1) 500 GP, onc (1) LO0O# GP anc one (1) 100 bomb failed
to axplode, 411 aircraft returned with one or both aming
wiress It is possiblo that these bombs had insufficiont air

travel to arm,.

(5) Two (2) napalm duds were reportcd. ‘i:he reason for their fallurc
to oxplode is unknown, both aircraft returned with one or both
aming wircs,

(6) On two occasions a botal of five (5) bembs (100} GP) Were row

turned to the shipe. Sinece the racks checked out on the doek,
causce was cvaluated as pilot orrore

{7} Fusing on bombs listcd in paragraph | and 5 above.

BOHB NOSE FUSE TAIL WSE
15001 GP AN-I390) 40L ARMLOLL2 o01
1~1000/ GP AN-ID39AL JOL ANMLO2L2 (0L
1.100:¢ ap ANMLOAL Tnsbe | ANMMLOOA2 4O
2 Yapalm b l=ML5 Igniter; WP

1-ML6 Igniter, WP
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B. Ordnance Expenditures

(L) During the operating period covered by this report, the following
ordnance was cixpended by Mi~-312 aircrafi:

MATE 1880# 53?5# %‘gé. lgg# RoElI:ot Napalm rzag.{ Sngsfal'
6/e5 2 18 140 72 10 h;soq 11;;5’00
8/26 8 12 2 11, 88 12 25960 8,700
821 6 22 b &l 2 6,650 11;;20(5
6/28 1 6 & 2 L 2,200 1,800
c/2s | .
6/30 L Lo 16 4 1?009
/1 7 3 L 58 ‘8 L 500 1,500
7/2 1 10 1 300
73 W L 12 ko 1 3;h00 84300
Total Ul 69 19 69k 312 L 20,150 634000
Borb

total

1bs. IN,006 34,500 5,600 3T,N00
Operating perdod, total lbs. 150,500
Bomb

total

tons 22.0 7% I3 ] )Y
Oporating period, total tons 75,25

PART IV -~ SUMMARY OF CWN AND ENEMY BATTLE DWMAGE

L. Own Battle Demoge:

(1) None of the ships of the Tesk Eloment sustaincd battle
damagce '
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SECURITY INFORMATION

{2Z) For damage sustained by aireraft sce Naval Adr Warfare Aire
craft Vulnerability Report.

Be Battle Damage Infliectod on the Encmys

(1) Ships of this Task Element inflicted no damage on tho cnemy
vwhile oporating as part of this Task Element durding tho
poriod covered by this rcport,

(2) For dotailed battle damnge inflicted on the onemy by air-
ceraft of the Task Eloment, sce Naval Adr Warfare Attéck
Roporte A sumary of damage follows:

Ti.RCET TESTROYED DAMAGED
hailroad Tunncl. - 1
Towor 1 -
Railroad Bridgoes 3 g
Road Bridges 2 9
Vehicles [ -
Transformor Station 1 6
Railroad Cars 17 5
Pack Animal 1 -
xen L5 -
Carts L 3
Boeals L 22
Supply Stacks 16 -
Buildings Lo6 96
Supply Dumps o.h 1
Troops KL 338 -
Warchouses '3 6
Rail Cubs 19

Road Cuts 16

Bunkers 9 8
Shelters 5 3
Tunnel - 1
_Gun Positions 5 8

PART V ~ PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AWD CASUALTIES

A.; Porsonncl Perfomancé: .

(1) Persomnel perfommance was considercd oxeellente During
this period the average on board count of persomnel was LOLY
{exclusive of squacron) which was adequato,

Be Casunlties:
(1) Yo sasualtics.

I 9
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PART VI = SPECTAL COMMERTS

fe Adr Intelligence:

Comment: Jir Intelligence funciions were hampered during the [
BATAANYs carlier cruises in the Yellow Sca due to inoxperience of the Air !
Intclligence Officors, /A peried of TAD at JOC, Koroa was considered holpe
ful in thils respecct.

Recommendation: That ecarriers being ordered to duty in thoe ;
Tollow Sea area arrange for their Lir Intelligenoe Officers to make onc of -
the last eruises of tho carrior being relleved before a period of TAD at
JOC, Koroo.

Be Acrology:

Comment: During the first threo days of the oneration the area
was under the influence of a woak high pressure cell contered in the Sca of
Japan. Early morning hours were marked by coastal fog and stratus ovor the
bay arcas which dissipated during carly afternoon, leaving high bro;ccn
clouds and good visibility over the target arcas,

On the morning of 28 Junc a stratus overcast from’the wost, an
increasing southeasterly wind and a rapidiy f£alling barometer, wore all
indicators of a decp low approaching the arca from interior China, so flight
operations were suspended near ridday. Ceilings lowored rapidly to 300 foob
and visibility decreased to noar onc-guarter mile in fog and raine. Surface
winds increascd to 35 knots from the southcast and south. As the ship
moved southward to escape the conber of this intonse storm, the winds
veered to westerly and maintained a velocity of 30 to 35 knots. The
woather improved only slightly in the waim scetor of the storm and these
weather conditions, low cecilings and poor visibility, continucd until the
passage of the cold frontal systom accompanying the storm carly om the
morning of 30 Junc. A subsequont deterioration of ceiling and visibility
accormpanicd by rain and fog 2nd a wind veering from northwest to cast
indieated a formation of a secondary wave on the cold fronk, The weathey
cleared over the operating arca wvery late on 30 June, bubt the target arcas
wero marked by low stratus and fog thiu the second of Julye.

On 3 July a cool high prossure arca pushed cast over the Korcan
peninsula following the low prossure area into the Sca of Japan and caused
exeellent flying conditions owvr bobh the operating and a X
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