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- s U.b.5. BADOING STHAIT (CVE-116) (VE116/50C/ jd
c/o Fleet Post Office 44-3/30

DECLASSIFIED . L8NGV 195

DOWHGRADED AT 3 YEAR TINTERVA
; . BaDUENG bTRAI'I‘ (CVE-116) DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
To: Chief of Naval Operdtlons DOD PiR 5200.10
Via: (1) Comuander Task Group 76.7 (Camxander Carrier Division SIVENTEEN)
"~ (2) Commander task Force 76 (Lommdnder Amphibious Group THREI)

(3) Comwander Joint Amphibious Task Force 7 (Commander SAVANTH Fleet)

{4) Commander Waval Forces Far iast

(5) Comuander in Chief, U.o. Pacific Fleet

Subj: action Heport for 9 October through 16 October 1952; submission of
Ref: (a) art 0705 Navy Regulations
(b) OPNaV INST 3480.4
(c) CINCPACFLT INST 8480.1
{d) CTF 90 and CIF 76 Op Plan No. 1014-52
(e) CIG 70.3 Op Flan No, 22-52
(£) CTG 76.7 and CTE 76.53 Op Plan No. 21-52
1. 1In accordance with references (a), (b), (¢), {(d), (e), and (£) the
action report of the BalOZNG STRAIT for the period from 9 QOctober through
16 October 1952 is subwitted herewith.
2. The report is divided into six parts, as listed below:
Part 1 General Narrative ~ appendix I
Part I1  Chronological Order of events - Appendix II
Part I1IT sammunition expenditures - Appendix IIT
Part IV Suwmary of our and eneuy battle damage - Appendix IV

Part V Fersonnel performance and casualties - Appendix v

Part VI  Couments and recommandations - appendix VI
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UNO (2) advance
CINCPACFLT (2) advance’
CINCPACFLT dvaluation Group (1)
COiNaVFe (1) advance -
COnnaVEE fvaluation Group
COM7EhALT (1) advance

CTF 76 {2) Advance
COmaIRPaC (5)

ComBrVEAC (1)

WeifalidaP (1)

Waval War Coliege (1)

CCD-15

CU, FalnB=TTUPAC (2)

U.5.5. BaTaAN (CVL-29) (1)
U.S5.8. ReNoOVA (CVE-114) (1)
UeSes. oaluOKO (CVE-115) (1)
U.o.5e oICILY (CVE-I18) (1)
U.S.S. FOINT Crlz (WWVE-119) (1)

AUTHENTICATED

5. 0. COLE
Cle, U
Operations Officer




GiNzshal, NARRATIVE

1. During the period 9§ October 1952 through 16 October 1952, the U.s5.5.
BALOANG STHAIT under command of Captain #. L. RaY, 62691/1310, Ush, and

with V5-231, Commander #. V. KellvgY, 084253/131.0, USN, Comuanding, embarked;
cperated as a part of SoVenTH Fleet and Task Force 76 and successively

under the operational comtrol of Com:.ander Task Group 70,3, Comuander Task
areup 76.7 and Commander Task dlement 76.53. Commender Carrier Division 17
2mbarked in the U,S.5. BaDOshG STRAIT was the immediate operational commander
in each instance,

2. The mission of the BALOENG STHAIT during this period was:

(1) To conduct asw fiight operations in support of Commander Task Group
76.7, Commander Task ilement 76.53, and Commander Task Group 70.3.

3. The Task dlement of which the BADGENG STH&IT was a part, reported for
aaty with CTG 76.5 at Oruiu, Japan, departing on 9 October, to area TARE in
the objective area, below kiulioali , Korea,, departing therefrom on 16 October
1952, The enemy forces were the Horth korean Peoples army and the so called
Volunteer Chinese Communist Forces in North Korea. This Task Unit performed
the tasks set forth in the mission. Vs oquadron 931 flew 278 day and night
hours during this tiuwe. On 16 October Task Group 76.7 was detached to
resume its normal designation of Task Group 96.7.
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_ DECLASS’ F’ ED - JOINT AWPHIBIOLS TASK FORCE 7
| WhewnhDokt Task GaoUP 70,3
..... | 45§ GROUP and
— C0CARDIV-17
Ueo.S. BADOSNG STRAIT, Flagship

: v o Yokosuak, Japan
VIG 70.3 No, 22-5 1 October 1952

Chart and rap Reference: Air Navigation Chart V30-17

rask Qrganization

70.3  AGW Group 24DM C.E. BKSTHOM (212)

(a) 70.30 Carrier 2 ewent,

BADORNG STRAIT (CVE-116)  CapT H.L. RAY (1362) 1 ovxm
V$-931, COR 7.V, Kiznizy (5420) 18 a4F
Flane Guard(s) as assigned

(b) 70.31  screwn and Destroyer ilement

Destroyers ag assigned

(¢) 70.3.1 surface attack Unit Opne

Destroyers as assigned

{d) 70.3.2 Surface sttack Unit Two

vestroyers as assigned
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JOINT aliPHIBIOUS TaSK FORCE 7,
COlwnniDad Tach GuOUF 76.7 and
Task ZLEMANT 76,53 of TaSK FORCE 76
and CULCAHDIV-17
U.53.5, BADOENG STR&IT, Flagship

VPLitn TICN PLaN Yckosuka, Japan
JIG 76, T/CTR 76.53 No. 21-52 1 October 1952

Chart and kap hetferences: (Refer to ComPhibForFZ OpPlan No. 1014-52)

Lask Organization

76.7 aSW Group falln C. £, EKTROM (212)
76.53 4SW flement HaDi C. 8, EKSTROM (212)

(a) 76.7.1/76.53,1 surface attack Unit One

Destroyers as assigned

{(b) 76.7.2/76.53.2 iurface sttack Unit Two

Destroyers as assigned

() 76.7.3/70.53.3 Carrier Unit
| BalOING STHAIT (CVE-116) CwuPT H.L. RaY (1362) 1 CVE
V6-931 COR F.V. KENWEY (5420)184F
Flane Guard(s) as assigned.

(d) 76.7.4/76.53.4 Screen and Destroyer Unit

Destroyers as assigned

APPINDIX I-3




“DECLASSIFIED

CHRONOLOGI CaL Ohwis OF HVENTS

9 Qetober 1952
(8213072  arrived OTadl, Lokkaido with CTG 96,7 and V5-931 embarked.
090430Z  Underway from OVsRU, tiokkaido with CIiE 76.53 and VS-931 embarked,

090505Z  Launcined 2 aSW teams for aoP using search plan 1 uIKE for anti-~
subinarine coverage during sortie of CTF 76.5,

0907502 Hecalled all aircraft and cancelled further air operations due
to weather,

10 QOctober 1952
0918C0Z  CTG 76.5 reported pinacle {inemy radar at bearing 300°).
09191572 Launched One (1) team for ASP.

0920102  aircraft investigating 3 koNT reports bearings indicated "at
(232°), "Bt (010°), and mCY (307°). asircraft encountered
heavy rain while investigating pinacle "A¥W, The BADOENG STRAIT
and the nalinY w. HUBBAHD sttempted to coordinate by triangulation
on these pinacles but the base line vetween the ships was too
short to give a reasonably good position of the source of RENT.

092020Z The Hami¥ . HUBBaD reported pinacle "C" as RENT 8800/200/1/
unknown/300°T., E£valuated as possible enemy submarine,

092023Z Pinacle "C¥ faded.

0920252  Pinacles "a" and "B" faded.

092100Z 5 kneehigh {BalOrNG STHAIT airerart call) reported APS -20 radar
out of comuission. 5 Kneehigh was recalled., 4 Knechigh was

ordered to search, under positive control, anead of the Tasgk
Group.

092140Z The FRANK KWUX in station 5 reported sonar contact 235°9/8000 yards,
The HOLLISTiR assisting. The Task Group made an emergency turm
20° right.

092148%Z  bonar contact evaluated as school of fish by the HOLLISTER. The
FHANK KNOX cornicurred.

092251z L Kneehigh returned from search and landed.

100134z  CTG 7o.5 reported niNT 8565/700/1/unknown. This was avaluated
as kk-34 fire control radar or possible S8 radar.
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10 Qctober 1952 (Continued)

100258Z  Launched one team for anP.

1004072 BnLDENGﬁbTﬂ&IT exercised at General Guarters for abandon ship
drilli, ‘

1305582  launched search team for ask.

100601Z Hecovered search team luunched at 1002587,

010457 Recovered search team launched at 100558Z,
11 October 1952

1018372 sabP cancelled due to weather,

1023404 The hHannY o, rUB3and reported «iNT 4350/410/2/unknown/unknown.
No evaluution could be made,

11000024  Launched one search team for asP Plan 3L.

1101202 7 und 8 Kneehigh reported a dissppearing radar contact. 8 Knee-
high (attack aircraft) was unable to drop sonobuoys due sonobucy
dispenser failure, 22 Knechigh was launched to replace 8 Kneehigh.

8 Kneehigh was directed to conduct visual search chead of the
SCreil,

1102562  caunched 3 and 4 ¥nechigh for asP.
1103122 Contact reported by 7 and 8 Knechigh evaluated as non-submarine,
110343z  Hecovered 7, 8, and 22 knechigh.

1104004 The BalOmNG STHaAIT exercised at General Quarters for MiaY bowb
defense.

1106062  necovered 3 and 14 Kneehigh,

1107004 Launched two teams - 9 and 10 Kneeliigh first team and 4 and 15
second team for soP search plan 4lL.

1107102 9 Kneehigh reportad his aPS-20 Radar out of comuission. 5 Knee-
high was lounched as replacement.

1109334  The HaunY k. HUBSail reported adNT 2040/700/2/10/165°,
1110532 4, 5, 10, and 15 Kneehigh recovered,
12 October 1952

d 9, 14, 7, and 20 Kneehigh for asP.
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1118552

119072

1119307
112100
1a2liba

1123402

L20Q004
120100z
1202562

1203132

1204112

1204112
12067004
1208302
1211122

1218004

1220314

1220497

1220522

122127%

1222152

" ":'--. LY ‘ L
Drey geo,
ASS:FIED
12 October 1952 (Continued)
SALOENG STHsIT obtained woT 116/60/5/3/unknown.
Task Group 76.5 disalved. Task Group 76.7 was formed under
conend of Commander Carrier Division 17, with BaDOENG STRAIT,
Vo- @31 eisburked, «nd the uDs UHLMANN, KIDD, WibboiBUaN, and
HOP s ELL.
General Querters - set Condition ONi,
Launched 5 and 10 Kneshigh and 3 and 4 kneehigh for ASP.
9, 14, 7, and 20 Knechigh recovered.

3 and 4 Kneehigh reported disappearing radar contact 6 miles
fast of ULUNG-L0. Sonobuoys were dropped with no results.

Launched 2, 19, 7, and 22 kneehigh for asP.
5, 10, 3, and 4 knechigh recovered.
Lounched 12, 15, 10, and 17 Knechigh far ASP.

Launched 5 Kncehigh to replace 17 Knoshigh whose radar was
reported out of commission.

CIF 77 reported 20 enemy circraft over WolsalN,
CTF 77 reported enemy aircraft headed Northweat,
12, 15, 10, 5, and 17 kneehigh recovered.
Launched 7 and 22 Kneehigh for asP.
7 and 22 Kneshigh recovered,

13 October 1952
Launched 7 and 20 Knechigh for ASE,

Pawn alert - set Condition Qi

BalOsNG STHAIT obtained wiNT &710/800 to 900/ 1 %0 3/4.

Launched 4 and 11 Kneehigh for asP.
7 @and 20 Kneehigh recovered,
Fueled WEDD=RBURN (pD-684).

ed UHLMANN (D0-867).
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1.30000%

1300354
1300404
1301502

130206%

- 1303102

130337z

13040024
1304004
1304154
1304072

104552
130620
1306207
1307564
130836%Z

131026%

131110z

1314554

. DECI ASSIFIED .

13 October 1952 (Continued)

Lawnched 5 and 14 Knechigh for asP. 5 Kneehigh reported APS-20
radur out of commission. 7 Kneehigi. launched as replacement for

5.

b4y 7, and 11 Knechigh recoversd,

Fuclad KIiD (Du-661),

Fuelod sOPowHELL (DD86L).

7 ¥nechigh reported disappsaring radar contact be.ring 115/18 miles
dropped investigating sonobuoy. Later evaluated as school of ’

porpoises seen in the area,

Launched 17 and 20 Kneehigh for saP. 17 Kneshigh could not re-
tract landing geur so 19 Knechigh was launched as replacement.

1, Knechigh had barrier crash necessitating engine and propeller
changa,

8, 10, 17, 5 Kneehigh recovered,
8aDCENG STRAIT obtained RENT 8795/1575/.25/unknown/unknown.
BalOLNG STHAIT obtained RINT 885/1785/.25/2/unknown.,

Both 19 and 20 Kncehigh IFF inoperative, They were then assigned
to search South of the force, under positive control.

Launched 6 and 9 Kneehigh to replace 19 and 20 Knechigh on ASP
in vicinity of contact area,

Task Group 76.7 dissolved and Task Flement 76.53 reactivated with
same forces under command of Commander Carrier Division 17.

17 and 20 Kneehigh recovered,
Launched 10 and 19 Knechigh for aSP,
6 and 9 Knechigh recovered.

Joined Task Group 76.5.

1G and 19 Kneehigh recovered,

HankY 1, AUBBAiD (DD-768) reported walT 1450/50/15/5.
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— 1j October 1952

131805Z

1319472

1319534
1320142

1320354

1321004
1321232

1321352

1321407

132205Z

1322554

1400032
1400502
1401502
1402072
1403002
1406302
1407042

1410187

1410187

Launched 2 and 9 Kneehigh for aSP.

UHLMNN (DD-687) reported sonar contact, doubtful submorine 130°/
2175 yards,

Task Group made emergency turn to starboard,

UHLMANN evaluated contact as school of fish,

fintVIloi (PF) in the slow tractor group reported somar contact,
evaluated as submarine, Worth of ULUNG-DO. ROGIRS assisting.

2 and 9 Knechigh vectored to investigate.

Launched 8 and 17 Kneehigh for asP.

& and 17 kneehigh relieved 2 and 9 over contact area.

8 Kneehigh dropped 2 sonobuoys then dispenser jamued, 17 Kneehigh
reported his sPS~20 Radar inoperative.

2 and 9 Knechigh recovered.

Launched 12 and 19 Kneehigh to replace & and 7 Kneehigh., After
several attempts at working the dispenser 8 Knechigh finally
succevded In liying a complete pattern. Cavitetions were heard
but were evelucted as cuused by adjecent ships. The contact was
gvaluated as school of fish,

12 and 19 Kneehigh directed to search in closc proximity of Task
(sroup,

Launched 11 and 22 Kneehigh for ASP.

8, 12, 17, and 19 Kneehigh recovered.

General, Quarters. Unidentified aircrﬁrt in the area,

Alrcrart identified as friendly. Secured from General Guarters.,

Lounched 5 and 20 Knechigh for asP.

Launched 9 and 22 Kneehigh for ASP.

5 and 20 Kneehigh recovered,

22 knechigh recovered,

@ Kneehigh crashed overlport side after failing to engage an

arresting wire. HOLLISTER end ST:MBLE assisting in search for
‘membars.,. .
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1), October 1952 {Continued)

1410427  Crew of 9 Kneehigh composed of 4 men, recovercd by HOLLIST:R small
boat and returned to BalOENG STRaIT, Crewmen received only minor
injuries. 9 Knechigh sank.

15 Uctober 1952

14319007  CTE 76.53 chopped to CJalF-7 to become TG 70.3 with BaDOZING STRAIT
V5-931, WiwueBUall, URLMANN, HOPwoWIL, KIDo,” FRANK KRNOZ, and
FOLLIST .

142030z  Gener d uarters, dawn alert.

142100z  weather unsatistfactery for flying. air Operations held in
abeyance on one hulf hours notice.

1502207  “H" Hour set as 151400IT:M by CIG 76.5.

150245% Launched 4, 17, 5, 8, 2, and 11 Kneehigh for aSP. IFF inoperative
on f, and 177 Kneenigh.

150315%  baunched 1 and 10 Knechigh to replace 4 and 17.
1503322 4 and 17 Kneehigh recovered,

150335 1 and 10 Knechigh IFF inoperative directed to search in vicinity
of own calrisr under positive control.

150400%  Fueled HOPwuWLL (ub-861)
1504,20Z 5 and 8 Kneehigh reported disappearing contact 220°/60. Senobuoy
pattern laid and machinery noiscs received, Contact designated

as GOSLIN aABle,

1504252 105 AkGiles and CRalG reported to be clese to coutact area,
possible source of machinery noises,

150455%2  Fueled wWhvuRBUN (DD-68L)

15051674 TE 70.31, oal-l couposed of LOLLISTAR and PrsalK am0X departed
screen for contact area. BOLLISTER in command.

1505284 8 knechigh reported sonobuoy pattern lost due to high seas.
150540Z  PFueled KILD (DL-661).

150545Z & Kneehigh laid new sonobucy pattern. 5till receiving machinery
noises, but no movement of target.

150023Z Lauwnched 3, 20, 12, 7, 14, 19 Kneehigh for »SP. 55 Knots of wind
aceross the deck. Flew aircraft off with fullload, did not use
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1506572

1507202

1508504

151.040%

151100%2

1520004
1523362
160000z
160U020%
160125Z
160225%
1603372
1060400%

1607002

1607552

FCLASSIFIED

15 Qctober 1952 {Continued)
1, 8, 10, and 5 Knechigh recovered.

2, 5, and 11 Kneehigh recovered. All aircraft recalled because
of high winds md heavy seas. e

3, 7, 12, 14, 19, and 20 Kneehigh recovered.

CIG 70.3 chopped to TE 76 to become CTG 76.7 to provide aSP for
TG 76.4 on movement to PYOHANG~LONG. '

Contact Cold, oal-1l composed of FRaNK KNOX and HOLLILTER chopped
to (TR ?6.4.

16 October 1952
Launched 5 und 12 Kneehigh for aSP.
Launched 4 and 11 Kneehigh for ask.
5 and 12 Kneechigh recovered.
Fueled UhLbwslin (DD-867).
Fueled HOLLISTER (oDQ788).
Fueled STombLE (Do-oaaj.
4 and 11 Kneehigh redqvered.
Fueled OZBOUN (DD-846).
Fueled FRaNK KNOX (DDR-742).

Operutions having been terminated for this group CIG 76.7 chopped
to COMNAVFE to resume its normal designation of CTG 96.7.
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AMMUNITION EXPENDITURES

No ammunition was expended during the period of this operation.




" DECLASSIFIED

SUMuaRY OF OUR alD ENEMY B4TTLE DaksGE

The BsDOENG STRAIT did not engage the enemy, WNo battle damage resulted.
No ammnition was expended in battle.
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DECLASSIF 2

PERSOMNEL PErFORMGNCE ND CaSUALTIES

There were no casualties., The performance of persomnel wus deemed to be
sutisfuctory in all respects under the conditions that existed, The
effectiviness in full combat of the ship's batteries and repair partics with
ractional complement s and frequent personnel changes remains to be scen,
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COMENTS sND RiECOMaNUATIONS

Surface
(1) Tactics

The formation was protected by a bent line screen. Form.bions 92K,
92V, and 92Z were prescribed for TF 76.5. In 92R (the formation
normally used) this ship was assigned BaK:R 42 as its station. The |
SOA of the group was 15 knots, thus leaving a.4 knot speed different.
ial for the carrier to take position for the conduct of flight opera-
tions and retum to station. This necessitated the carrier having

to leave station approximately one hour early under wind conditions
that usually existed to position itself for flight operations by
method SakeR, It would be preferable for conducting air operations

to leave one station in each quadrant on the cuter circle unassigned,

giving the carriers the option of selecting a station which would
facilitate operations.

Hecomusndations:

When formetion 92R is used or a similar formition is prescribed,
assign to the carriers one station in each quadrant, on the outer
eircle, for occupancy at its option, depending upon existing wind.

air
(1) Day - ight

It is believed that this is the first ti.e 2 CVE has attemwted to
operate with a full VS complement of 18 aF-2 Type aircraft under

war time conditions.

when eighteen (18) aircraft are carried, eight (8) can be carried

on the hangar deck and still aliow sufficient space for the helicop-
ter and the tournapull, Ten (10} aircraft can be operated and
handled on the flight deck. Nine (9) aircraft were spotted forward
of the barriers, thus permitting rccovery of the tenth aircraft.
Under adverse deck conditions, or during night recoverey operations,
a longer landing interval for the last few aircraft was necessary
in the interest of safeby. Spotting operations in the very close
quarters forward of the barriers was necessarily slow. Furthermore,
this longer interval between aircra:t enables plane crews and spott-
ing personnel to clear the area forward of the barriers prior %o

the next aircraft's recovery, a most important measure of safety.

A1 Weother

On Uctober lith and 15th a low pressure wave formed with surpris-
apidity in the ObJECthL ares., The attendant hlgh‘WlndS caused
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a chopoy sea which scon developed heavy grounds seells. It was
necessary to cancel flight operations because a severely pitching
deck increesed the possibility of o landing aircraft damaging the
tightly spotted aircraft forward. & further consideration was the
possibility of serious damage to the dark IV arresting gear due to
the weight of the AF aircraft.

anti-sSubmarine
{1) surface

Standard bent line screens were ordered employed, No unusual anti-
submarine tactics were used.

(2) sircraft

The tactics used by aircraft were in accord with published doctrine,
The armament carried wus one (1) MK-24 Mine, two (2) MK-54 depth
charges and four (4) 3.25% rockets. This combinuation of armament
would perudit the attack plane to press a Class "a" attack anywhere
within the area to be covered, the MK-24 mine to be used only when
well clear of friendly forces.

Hecommandations:
Hone,
(3) air/Surface

at 1504207 one team reported a disappearing radar contact., A
standard five (5) buoy pattern was laid and machinery noiscs were
heard and reported, The contact was 60 miles from the Task Group.
a4 Search and attack Unit consisting of the HULLISTER and FRANK KNOX
was dispatched to the Datum, High seas prevented the SiU from
steeming at full speed, therefore, the time late was excessive, By
this time the pilot had used all his smoke lights in trying to
keep his pattern marked. He could only maintain his position in
the general aresa by radar plotbting from known positions on the
beach. The 5al arrived in the area, however, and commenced a spiral
search plan. at 151100Z the contact was reported as still cold.
The 5al was ordered to abandon the search.

ilgcomnendations:
{a) advanced training should be provided to develop the ability
by airborne rader cperators to interpret targets through heavy

sea returns,

(b) a long burning smoke light of at least two hours should be
loped.

APFENDIX VIa2




.

In early July of this year it was decided to install the MK-10 IFF on
this vessel, then scheduled to sail on 19 July. & hurried installation
of UPZ-]l equipment was made by the Naval Stobtion, San Disgo. This
equipment wns instulled for use with the SK radur. This instillation
is unsctisfactory in that it is non-dircetional und the reliable range
is liuited to ubout 20 miles. One test with aircraft was made prior to
departure west coast. There was no opportunity to use thils eguipment
until the period of this operation., The indication on the scope is a
coimplete circle that coincides with the target being interrogated. This
indication is satisfactory only when two targets do not appear simul-
toniously at the same range, and there are relatively few targets on the
scope.

Recommandotion:

The couplete oP5-6 and UPX-1 equipment should be instalied at the
e¢rllest opportunity,

4 ELJ:}C‘I‘RONIC COUNT &8 sz SURES

During previous Hunter/Kilier operutious an experimental instaliation

of alN/&PR-9 equipment was made to determing the extent of improvement

of this equipment over the standard shipboard ECM equipment of limited
frequency range. & mobtor generator rrom the aN/4RH-7 wes used to obtain
the necessary 115V aC 400 cycle power for the equipment, 4 motor
generator from the ai/aPX-1 was used for the 28V DC supply. The ali/APR-9
was installed in the ship's Kl Room, and comected so that it #ould be
supplemented by the nb-J pulse analyzer, itDP Panoramic adapter, and the
D3t direction finder for further evaluation of contacts. The DRM
antenna was used with the TN-128 and TN-129 tuning heads. Excellent
bearings were obtained on the primary frequency in passive ECM exercises
on a submarine SV radar out to 30 miles without having to worry about
harmonics, On higher frequencies, such as the S35 radar uses, a standard
"YU (aS--45 s/aPR) antenna was used. This was necessary since the
sensitivity of the UBM antenna at these frequencies was so high that

the DBM scope was completely saturated, and no bearings could be obtain-
2d, The AOP and #DJ were used to further evaluate contacts. The RDJ

was used successfully in determining pulse width., The iibP was used. to
determine the repetition frequency without much success. The best repeti-
tion rates were obtained by the operator using earphones. The ship eval-
uates the installation as highly successful, the most important feature
being that of the frequency range of the ARR—9. The installation was
transferred on 18 Qctober to the U.s.o. 2ICILY,

decommendations'

The 4FR-9 equipment should be made available for instullation on an
interim busis, as described chove, until permanent eguipment is procur-
ed {or shipboard use,
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Bureau of avronzutics
{1) Catapults and srresting Gear

The H=-4C cutupult was used almost exclusively due part of the tiwme
to low wind conditions and part of the time to the unavailability

of the h-2 kod 1L catapuit. The aF aircraft spotted fairly easy,
considering its size and weight. Tt is essential, however, that a
teil wheel steering bar be used to expudite lining the tail wheel
fore and aft along the catapult tail wheel guide. Low wind condit-
ions reduced the usefulness of the B-2 Mod 1 catapult. The average
launching pressure used was 2850 psi. This exerted high shock loads
on the reeving and sheuve system. Consequently, in addition to
routine checks, careful inspection during non-operating periods was
required to insure proper operation of the besarings and spacers for
the high speed towing sheaves,

The MK-4 arresting gear with the EK-4 CPV and the Fisher limited
1ift vulve operated normally throughout the period, with only one
difficulty being encountered. although wind over the deck was often
as low as 18 knots, the msan was about 24 knot s, there was little
difriculty in arrestiig the »F in favorable seas, Aireraft were
scheduled for three hour flights and were loaded, during daylight
hours with one (1) MK~24 mine, two {2) nK-54 Depth Charges, four (4)
3.25" rockets and a full load of fuel. COccasionally, due to adjast-
ments of the flight schedule it was necessary to recover the AF2S
in a slightly overloaded condition, When this became necessary the
average overload was 200 lbs. No difficulty was encountered, how-
ever, in arresting the aircraft in this condition and no illeffects
were noted in the arresting gewr. Three instances occurred wherein
aircraft pulicd out close to the maximum available purchase cable.
Thesc times occurred during low wind conditions with the flight
deck steady. The average runout experienced was approximately

127 feet,

H~2 1001 Catapult

A malfunction occurred when the 30-inch speed sheave on the piston
end 1roze. LUisassambly and inspection of the sheave and bearings
revealed that the roller bearings had broken down, possibly dues

to high shock loads, resulting in excess friction and binding of
beuring surfaces. Temporary repairs were mide by the ship's force,

_@nd the catapult returned to an emergency standby status.

Inspection of the 30-inch speed sheave on the crosshead reveuled
that it was also beginning to break gown. While operating with

#F's most launchings were made at pressurcs near 2900 psi. This
caused unusually high shock koads to be exerted on the sheaves.

a1l sheaves were receiving ample lubrication.

APPENDIX VI-4



