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From: Commanding Officer and Commander Task Element 95.11

To: Chief of Naval Operations

Via: (1) Commander Task Group 95.1
(2) Commander Task Force NINETY-FIVE
(3) Commander -SEVZLTH Fleet
(%) Commander Waval ¥orces, Far Fast
(5) Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet

Subj:  Action Report 15 February through 26 Februa

Ref: (a) Article 0705 Navy Rezulations
{b) OPNAV INST 3480.4
(c¢) CINCPACFLT INST 3480.1
(a) CTG 95.1 OpOrder 2-51 (Revised)
(e) CTE 95.11 OpOrder 2-51

Fricl: (1) Sample Air Schedule

ry 1952

1., In accordance with reference {a), (b); (¢}, and (d}, the action report

of Task FElement 95.11 for the period 15 February th

rough 26 February 1952

is submitted herewith. The Commanding Officer, U.S5.8. BaIlROXO (CVE~115)

was CTE 5,11 during this period.
2. The report is divided into 6 parts, as listed b
Part I General Nabtbative,

Part II Chronclogical order of events,

elow:

Part IIT Remarks on performance of ordnance material and equipment,

including ammunition expenditure. -

part IV  Summary of own and enemy battle damage, -

Part V Personnal perfbrmance-and casualties,

Part VI Comments and recommendations.

PART 1 GENFERAL NARRATIVE

(A) During the period 15 February 1952 through
BAIROKO (CVE-115) under the Command of Captain R.D.

26 February 1952 the USS
HOGLT 62672/1310, USN,

and the Marine Aircraft Squadron, ViF-312 embarked Lisutenant Colonel J He
MC GLOTHLIN JR., 07445/7302, USMC, Commanding Officer operated as a part of
the U.S. SEVENTH FLERT in Task Foree 94, under the operational control of

Commander Task Group 95.1.. .
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(1) The Commanding Officer, USS BAIROKO, was Comaander Task Element
95.11 from 21001 15 February 16721001 24 February 1952 at which time the
Command of the Element was shifted to the Commanding Officer HMS GLORY.
During the reporting period, TE 95,11 consisted of one escort carrier and a
naximum of 4 DD's acting as serecning vessels, The screen was reduced to -
less than three ships when required by operational demands. The rission of
this Task Element was to conduct cperations in support of the United Naticns
Blockade, Vest Coast of Korea, the United States Eighth Army in Korea (EUSAK)
and to render search and rescue assistonce as reqguired,

(2) The enemy forces were the North Korean People's Army and "Wolun—
teer Chinese Communist Forces! in enemy ~ held North Korea. No enery sur-—
face or Alir Forces were encountered by this Trsk Tiement and, therefore, no
surface or air aetion is related, However, cnemy small craft operating in
the rivers, estuaries, and along the Vest Coast of Korea were attacked and
destroyed by aircraft of this Element when directed or as targets of oppor-

(3) During this operating period VilF-312 aireraft flew armed rec—
conalssance, Target Combat Air Patrel, Combat Air Patrol, pre~briefed strikes,
Air Spot for Naval gunfire, and Photo Recconaissance missions as illustrated
by schedule, enclosure (1). Of the nine (9) days scheduled in the opera~
ting area, one (1} day was lost due to inclament weather delaying arrival,
thus giving a total of eisht (8) days of Air Cperations, During these eisht
(8) days MF-312 flew 319 cazbat sorties (of which 8 aborted’) and four (4)
administrative flights, "There was a total of 652.3 combat hours flown for
an overall average of 8.5 hours and 40 missions per day. The squadron
aireraft allowance was 24, the total average nircraft flyable on board 22,
and the total average aireraft availahbility 16,

(4) Duaring this operation period ships of Task Element 95,11 opera—
ted in the Xorean Coastal area NAN in the vieinity of Lat 3%030N and 124°30E.
The screen consisted of the HMS CHARITY (B~29), HMS COSSACK (D-57), USS
SOUTHERLAND (DIR-743), and for the last two days HMCS NOOTKA (DDE=213).

PART IT CHRONOIOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS

1507001  The USS BAIROKO (CVE-115) got undewway for the Yellow Sea Area
‘with VIiF=312. embaried in company with HS CHARITY (D-29) and HES
COSSACK (D-57).

1511001 Cancelled junnmery firing drills, on towed slesve, becnuse of in~
clement weather and reduced visibility.,

1520351  Rough choppy seas necessitated o reduction in speed, This poor
weather eondition hoeld throughout the night. :

1521861 Relieved the HMS GLURY and assumed duties of CTE 95.11,

1600011  Steamed throughout this day at reduced spesd due to high winds
and high seas—precluding a timely arrival in the operating area
for air operations, :2_
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PART I - CHRONOLOGIC..L ORDER QF EVENTS (CONT!D)

1610501  Tre USS SOUTHERLAND {DIR-743) and the USS LARSHALLL (DD-676)
joined CTE 95,11,

1612071  The USS MaRSHALL (DD-676) was released from OTE 95.11 to return
to Basebo,

1618001  Arrived in the operating area,

17 Feb A total of thirty-eight (38} flights {2 of which were administrative)
were flown this date. The weather was genecrally fair with low
overcast and reduced visibility in scattered snow showars,

1716261  HMS COSSiCK (D~57) was detached to earry cut night patrol in the
Paengnyonz~Do Kirin—-Do area, The remainder of the foree retired
to the scuthward for the night, VIMF ~drcraft accomplishcd the

following:
ORENANCE EXPENDED MISEIONS
34 500 1b GP bombs O CAF
241 5™ HVAR rockets 12 ARMED RECCO
61 3.5" rockets O PHOTO
4 Napaln bombs 16 TARCAP
20,500 Rounds .50 cal. ammo 8 SIRIKE
' ' 2 Other

18 Feb A total of 40 flights (8 of which were defensive) were flown this
date., The weather remained generally the sanme,

1816321 Detached the USS SCUTHERLAND (DDR~743) to carry ocut nisht patrol
assignment in the Paengnyong=Do Kirin-Do area,

VMF-312 aireraft accomplished the following:

ORLNANCE EXPENDED MISSIONS
5 1000 1b GP bombs 8 C4iP
27 500 lb GP bombs 8 ARMED RECCO
221 5" HVAR rockets 16 TaRCLP
32 3.5" rockets 8 STRIKE

25,200 rounds .50 cal. ammo

19 Feb A total of 39 fli:hts (10 of which were defensive) were flown this
date, The weather remained gnerally the same.

191614 One FhU-L missed all wires and crashed into barrier and island.
structure, lWreckage ouickly cleared — operations continued as
usual - on time.
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PART I1 - CHRONOIOGIC.L ORDER OF FEVENTS (CONT! D)

1916251  Detached HMS CHARITY (D—29) to carry out night patrol assignment
in the Paegnyong-Do Kirin-Do area.

VMF=-312 aireraft accomplished the following:

CORDE.NCE EXPENDED MISSIONS
27 500 1ib GP bonmbs 10 CiP
193 5" HVAR rockets 14 T:iRCAP
24 3,5 rockets 9 ARMED RECCO
25,600 Rounds ,50 cal. ammo L STRIKE
2 PHCTG

20 Feb A total of 43 flights (12 of which were defensive) which were
flown this dates The weather remained ganerally good with impro-
ved ceilings and visibility,

201640I  HMS COSSaCK (D-57) detached to carry out night patrol assignment
in the Paegnyong~Do Xirin-Do area,

VMF-3]12 aircraft accomplished the following:

ORINANCE EXPTLDED WISSIONS
28 500 1b GP bombs 12 CsP
183 5" HVAR rockets 16 TLRCAP
64 3.5" rockets 12 .RMED RECCO
Napalm bombs 3 STRIKE

3
36,600 Rounds .50 cal, ammo
21 Feb i Aotoknl of 42 £flishts (10 of which were defensive) were flown
this date. The weather was excellent with unlimited ceiling and
visinbility.

2116221  Detached the USS SCUTHERLAND {DIR~743) to carry out mizht patrol
assignments in the Pacgnyonz—Do Kirin-Do area,

VilF-312 aircraft accomplished the following:

ORINANCE EXPENDED , Sl SSLOMS
4 1000 1b GP bombs 10 GiP
22 500 1b GP bombs 14, T.RCAP
235 sM HVAR rockets 8 ARMED RECCO
5 Napaliz bembs 8 STRIKE
26,375 Rounds .50 eal, amo 2 SPOT

SECIRITY INFORNATION 2{
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PART II ~ CHROMOLOGICAL ORDER OF BVENTS (CONT!'D)

22 Feb

2216181

23 Feb

2313151

2316461

24 Feb

2434301

2418151

2423001

A total of 36 flizhts (6 of which were defensive and 2 administra-
tive) wrere flown this date. Weather remained generally excellent.

Detached HHS CHARITY (D~29) to carry out nizht patrol assigrment
in the Paegnyong~Do Kirin-Io aresa,

VIZF-312 aircraft accomplished the following:

ORIN/NCE ZXFENIEL MISSIONS
22 500 1lb GP bombs 6 CLP
197 5" HVAR rockets 12 TailAP
3  Napalm bombs 2 THITO
18,300 Rounds 50 cal ammo 2 SpOT
J2 OTHE

4 total of 40 sorties (12 of which were defensive) were flown
this date. The weather remoined excellaent unrestrichted ceiling
and visibility,

The ship exercised the crew at General Quarters conducting onti-
aircraft tracking drills,

Detached HHS COSSACH (D-57) to carry cut nisht patrel assiznment in
the Paengnyong—=Do i{irin~Do area.

ViF~312 accomplished the following:

ORIN:NCE EXPENDED HISSIONS
28 500 1b GP bombs 12 CaP
224 51 HVAR rockets 16 TLRCAP
26,450 Rounds 250 cal amio 12 ARJED RECCO

A total of 43 flishts (12 of which were defensive) were flowmn
this date, The weather remained generally excellsnt with a
slightly reduced visibility over the previcus day.

Detached USS SCUTHERLAND (DIR~743) and HHCS NOOTKA (DDE-213) to
join Task Element 95,12, to carry out niiht patrols as assigned,
and to Jjoin HMS GLORY as directedi Turnovcr notes, LCTR LUBBERTS
from the BaIROKO, and ICIR O'CONNOR from CTF 9% Staff aboard the
U3S SOUTHERLAKD for transfer te HS GIORY,

US55 BaIROKC with VMF~312 embarked; accompanied by oS CHARITY and
HiS COSSACK took departure from the operating area for Sasebo,
Japan,

Command of Task Tlement 95311 passed to the Commonding Officer HMS
GLORY. .

wha

SECURTITY INWORLATION
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PLRT II - CHRONOIOGIC.L ORIER OF IVZHTS (CONT'D)
VilF-312 aircraft accomplished the following:
ORINANCE EX®FNDED MISSIONS
27 500 1b GP bombs 12 CaP
216 5" HVAR reckets 16 TiRCAP
28,470 Rounds .50 cal ammo 11 A3uED RECCO
4 §P0T

25 Feb USS BAIROKC with HMS CHARITY, HMS COSSACK enroute Sasebo, Japan,

2511001  USS BATROXC, HS CHARITY and S COSSACK cnrried out Anti-aircraft
firing practice in aren GEORGE

251137  HMS CHARITY detached to proceed independently to Kure, Japan in
accordance with previous instructions,

2517421 Hoored at buoy #18, Sasebo harbor $o remain through 3 March 1952
foi penlamnishment and recreation.

PART II1 ~ PERFORMANCE OF ORDM.IICE MATIRTAL AND EQUIPHENT INGIUDING AMMUNTS:
TION EXPENDLTUNE

A, No undue difficulties were experienced in the handling of ordnance.

B, A total of 98 rocksts, or about five percent of all rockets loaded,
both 5 inch HVAiR and 3.5 inch W.P., were returned to the ship as hung rock-
ets. 95% these came off the launchers after arrested landings and were
imnediately jettisonzd by means of a ramp extended over the port side of
the flight deck. 4 rolled-up cargo net barrier was pulied into position
just aft of the forward elevator as recommended by the USS BADOING STRAIT
when recovering aircraft with hung rockets. Oross deck pendants were left
in the up position after thz aircraft engaged 2 wire, and in most cases the
free rocket was arrested by the cross deck pendants and did net reach the
carrier net, -

. Numerous cases of erratic flight characteristies with the 5" HV.R
rocket were reported by the pilots, This erratic flight consisted mainly
of a tendency on the part of the rockets to fall off of the anticiprted
flight path causing the impzct point to be short of the target., Vhether :
the difficulty was due to low propellant temperatures, deteriorated prop- !
ellant, or error in sighting on the part of the pilot has not been deter~
mined, but the few remaining 5" rocket motors on boird will be turned in
and an entire new lot of motors drawn prior to the next employment period.

D. One underwater explosion resulted from the jettisoning of a 5"
HViR rocket, Depth of water was 40 fathoms. The rocket entered the water
fin first and exploded approximately fifteen (15) scconds after entry. Nose
arming wire remained attnched to the aming solenoid and the vane cup was
released from the nose. No other dmmase was noted to the AN-MK-49 nose
fuze prior to Jettic.nin.,

. - b
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E, Ammunition expenditures,

1, During the operating period covered by this repcrt the follow-
ing ordnnnce was experded:

BY VUF—312 ATHORAFT,

1000 1b. GP benbs 1%
500 1k GP beribs 25
5" HV.iR rockebs 1,70
3.5" rylate 17
Napaln vembs 15
<50 cal (Belted) 207,425

BY USS D4IRCK:

4Ol 1,507
204 2,79y

PART TV SULLLRY CF 0¥ ND N B.TTLD DALiGE.

Ay Own Battle damage.
1. HNone of the ships of the task element sustained battle damaze.

2, For damage sustalned by aircraft see Naval sir Farfare Report
(OPNAV 338,5 revised /i-51; submitted for this operating period,

B, Battle danzge inflicted on the eneny,

1. Ships of tris Task Flement inflicted no damage on the eneny while
operating as part of screen duriur the period covered by this repcrt,

2., For battle domage inflicted on the enemy by aircraft of the task
element see Naval Air ¥Warfare Report (OPNAV 338.5 revised 3-51) submitted
for this operating pericd.

PART V PERSONNII PERFOEL ANCH AND CasUALTIES

4, Personnel performance was considered to be axcellent especially in
i view of the fact that this was the first combat tour for both the BATROKO
b and VEP-312,

B, Casualties,

l. No casualties exparienced,

SECURITY INFOR..TION
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FaRT V. PRRSCHNEL PSRFORMANCE uND CuSUALTIES(CONT!'D)

C. Personnel reguirements and individual deportizent comments,
ol

1.

2.

3’

Ly
5e

?.

Executive Departments:  No comment.,

air Deparoment:

V1 Divisicn: Adequate rated personnel, hut short abcut ten (10)
AN/An o arovide adequate number of plone handlers, This is
over 2nd cbove present complement.

V2 Ewisian:  No Jommant,

V2 ivielon: TFe Commnt.

Vi Divisicn: Tre additional AD or 4D stiiiers required to keep
Quisk Erg.ne Chonge unlt ready feor installation. A ready QN
Uniz will expedive shipboard engine chanpges, and thus cut dewn
on the period of time thot 2ireraft requiring engine chonges are
not available for cembat duby.

V6 Division; Recalve one (1) Aviation Cheif Boatswain Mote
{allowed by corprenent but not on voard) to assist the Gasoline
Officer in the proper supervision, cperaticn, and maintensnce
of the gasoline system, and thes refueling and <efucling of air-
eraft,

Giffinery Depariment:

Recommend that this department be breugh™ up to complement as
soon as peossible.  Continiocus Cendition IIJ watches, Condition
144 ot dawn and dusk, ond the possibility of fueling operations
prescent a sericus nroblem that can be solved only by the pre—
sence of adequote personnel, (4 BHL, 1 BM3, 4 GM2, 5 GM3, 1 FCC,
1 FC2, 1 FT! ), .

Medical Denartment:. No Cominent,

Supply Departnent: No Comment,

Navigaticon [epartiment:

Recommend that a second and first class U and twe secmen allow-
ed by complement but nct on beard be made available at the earl-
iest possible time to bring this department up to best pessible
combat readiness.

Sgaadron:

Recormend that one (1) enzineering clerk X0S 7031, ond six (6)
aircraft engine mechanics 3OS 6413 and three {3) netalsmiths
MRS 6444 be added to the squadron complement in order to provide
more efficient operations while ot sea, Sguadron in excess two
(2) Blectronies technicians 108 6600,
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8. ZIngineerivg Denoriment:

Recommend that *he department be brouzht up to complement
especial:; with rvespect to diesel nnd refrigeration mechanies,
Deportment able to operate adequartely with present personnel
assigned but not at best combat efficiency.

9. Opsratdon: Depnviuens:

I wizw o the Px;ecdingly heavy amount of paner work ~nd raenorts
Ioveived ' the Shins air Intelligence fusctions during on oper=—
atior= sich as .ﬂL}; 't is recommendad Ukt the ships bomplam

e of first clns: yocmen be inereased Ly pne (1) and AL ¥eo-
man B spuecifically assigned to ints Llleb e dnvics. The& is
anovrient nzed wor tae voericus teleman votings ond the shins
eoipiomen' should te Jilled to whatevwer wbenc possiblsz,

PART VI COMRENTE ND i

1. Trom an over all vievpurabt it is considercd that the operaticns of
the USS BAIROKO with VilP--RL. arbarked as part of TE ©5,11 for the period
15 February thrcugh 26 Foliwery 1952, were conduzted din o satisfoctory
manner, It is felt that the rrimary mission of the Task Flement, that of
previding the necessary alr corser in the enforcement of a seaward and
coastwise blockade of the ¥est Const of Red held Kovea, was effectively
accomplished,

2, Coordinaticn of <Tforo and cooperation between the various ships
of the Task Element was oxecellari. Tactical mansuvering pesed no problem
what. 8o ever,

3. Air Operaticns were coolucted in an expeditious manner with a
minimum of delay. In thz mojority of cases all flights schedueld were
flown, Aircraft Maintenon ce Crews performed a very commendable job in
providing maximum availability pcssible.

4, Damage to alrcrnft from small amms fire was noticeable greater on
missicns flown on inland ftargets than on the coastal tarzets. Strikes on
inlrnd tergets, while an effective method of interdieation, are not con-
sidered as high priority flights as compared with Coastal Recon, Tarcop
and NEF spotting.

{
i
5. Norally only three destroyers were abbached to the Task Clenent, §:
One destroyer was det:ched ench evening for special patrol and returned %2
to the TE in the morning. Therefore, only two destrcyers were available |}
for night sereening, It is felt that this number represents the ohsolute
riinimum for anti~submarine protection, and that if at all possible four y
destroyers should normally be assizned to CTE 95,11, =
|
|

f
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FLIGHT SCHELULE FOR
21 February 1952

SUNRISE 0727 ' SUNSET 1828
EVINT COMP ISSION LAUNCH LaND  AMMO FUSL
Al 2 CAP 0715 0915 Note 1 380 Gals
A2 2 TLRCAP 0715 0915 Note 4 380 Gals
A3 I STRIKE 0715 0915 Note 3 38C Gals
B4 2 CAP 0900 1100 Wote 1 380 Gals
B3 2 TLRCAP 0900 1300 Kote 4 380 Zals
Bé& 2 SPOT 0900 1106 Note 1 380 Gals
c7 2 CAP 1045 1245 Note 1 380 Gals
c8 2 ARCAP 1045 1245 Note 4 380 Gals
C9 L COAST RECCO(N) 1045 1245 Note 4 380 Gals
D10 2 CAP 1230 1430 Note 1 380 Gals
DIl 2 TARCAP 1230 1430 Nete 4 380 Gals
Di2 2 SPOT 1230 1430 Note 1 - 380 Gals
£13 2 CAP 1415 1615  Note 1 380 Gals
14 2 TARCAP 1415 1615 Note 4 380 Gals
El5 A COAST RECCO(S) 1415 1615 flote 4 380 Gals
F1é 2 CAP 1600 1750 Note 1 380 Gals
F17 2 TARCAP 1600 1750 Note 4 380 Gals
Fl8 A STRIKE 1600 1750 Note 6 380 Gals
NOTE 1 - All A/C full load..50 cal.

2 — 500 1b GP/IC -~ 8 HVAR

3 - NAPALM - 8 KVAR

4 ~ 500 1b, GP 1/100 delay - 8 HVAR

5 - Maintain 2 4/C condition 11 after each launch from one half hour

before sunrise until sunset, 1 A{C each CAP flight with alsK 1
mounted

6 - 1,000 b, GP 1/1000 nose ,025 tail - 8 HVAR
APPROVED SUBLITTED
R. M. ALLISON J. C. COULTH.RD
CDR, USN LCDR, USN

OPERATIONS OFFICER ' AR OPERATIONS QFFICER

Cony to: €O, XO, 00D, OFS, aIROPS, IR, VifF~312, NaV, AERC LiB, GUNIIRY
ATR INTELLIGENCE, BR #2

Enclosurs (1) to USS BiIROIO'S ltr Ser OOL of 3 March 1952
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