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DOWNGRADED AT 3 VEAR INTERVALS:
From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SFA (CVA-47)  DECLASSFED AFTER 12 YEARS

To: Chief of Naval Operations DOD DIR 5200.10
Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN '
(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet
(3) Commander Waval Forces, Far Ea-t
(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet

Subj: Action Report for the period 17 March through 20 April 1953
Ref: {a) OpNav Instruction 3480.4
Fnel: (1) CWC 9 Aetion report 17 March through 20 April 1953

1, In accordance with reference (a) the Action Report for the period 17 March
through 20 April 1953 is hereby submitted.

PART I - COMPOSITION OF CWN FCRCES AND -MISSIOM:

The USS PHILIPPIVE SEA, with Carrier Air Group NINE embarked, got under=
way at 13251 17 March to join Task Force Seventy Seven by authority CTF 77
confidential dispatch 1206147 of Mareh 1953, The USS BUCK (DD 761) accompanied
the USS PHILIPPINY SEA on this sorties, The Task Foree, commanded by RADM
R. F. HICKEY, USN, embarked in the USS ORISKANY (CVA-BAS, was joined at
07371 on 20 March in operating area Sugar in the sea of Japan. The com=
position of the Task Force included the followinp ships: USS MISSOURI (BB~
63) with VADM J. J. CLARK, USN, Com7thFlt emwarked, USS ORISKANY (CVA-34),

USS PRINCETON (CVA-37), and units of DesDivs 71, 92, 111, and 171, and Des
FscortDiv 12.

On 29 March the US3 VAILEY FORGE (CVi-45) with RADM A. SOUCFK, VSN, em-
barked, joined the task force relieving the USS CRISKANY. RADM SOUCEK, Com
CarDiv 3, assumed command as Commander Task Foree 77. On 11 April the
CRISKANY returned relieving the VALLEY FORGE, with RADM HICKEY again assuming
command as Commander Task Force 77, Other shins joinine and departing the
task foree durine this operating period were USS MISSOURI (BR-63) VADM T, J.
CLARK, USN, Com7thFlt, embarked, USS NEW JFRSEY (B3-62) VADM J. J. CLARK em=
barked, USS PRINCFTON (CVA-37), USS SAINT PAUL {Ci-73), USS MANCHFST™R (CL-83),
DesDiv 111, and DesDiv 171.

The task force operated in accordance with Commander Task Force 77 Oper-
ationg Order 2-52. The miscion of the foree wa+« to conduect air and surface
operations against the enemy in suvport of United Nations forceg in Korea,
and to support the noliey of the United States in the Far Fast, This was
accomplished throurh close =ir sup»ort to front line troops, destruction of
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supply concentrations near the front, strikes against industrial areas, and
interdiction of the main enemy supply routes. it +he eonclugion of the per-
iod the USS PHILIFPPINE SEA denarted the Task Foree at 12141 on 17 april 1953
and returned to Yokoeuka or 20 April 1953,

PART II - CHROFOLOGY:

17 Mar 1053 4t 1713251 eot underway from Yokosuka, Japan, in accordance with
CTF 77 eonfidential dismatch 1206142, USS PHILIPPINE STA was
accomoanied by USS DUCK (DD 761).

18 Mar 1953 Underway to onerating area, Conducted cunnery ecxercises.

19 Mar 1953 irderway to operating arca. Copriucted alr operations in co-
operation with Japan air Defenasn Forees, Refusled Destroyer
plane guard.

20 Mar 1953 Joined Task Force at 0737I. Mo air onerations due weather,
'8S MISSOURI (BR-6A3) with VADE J. J. CL3iRE, US¥, Com7thFlt, rm-
harked, drvarted Task Force.

21 ¥ar 1953 Conducted combat air operations consisting of strikes on in-
dustrial and storage areas in the vieinity of Chonsjin and
interdiction of the main cnemy ~upnly routes. Liecut, (. @,
ALFX/J'DFR, USKR, VA-95, ditched due mechanical difficulties
ard fire~. Pilot wae recovered hy helicopter, uninjurad.

22 Mar 19%3 Conducted comhat air oprrations consisting of close air support
and Cheroker strikes in the front line area, naval gurfire spot,
interdiction of main enemy suoply routes.

23 Mar 1953 Condurted combat air oncrations consistine of strikes against
supplv and troop billeting arcas, troop movcments, mining areas
and interdictiop against cremy rail and road systems, Lieut.

P. T. PORT™R, USYR, Vi=-0§ ditehsd on take off due crgine failure.
Pilet was »rcovered by heliecemtrr, urinjured, USS MISSCURI
(BR-63) with VAD¥ J. J. CLiK, Com7thFlt, embarked, arrived and
departed task feoree.

2/ Mar 1953 No air oner~tions, tack forec renlenished,
2% Mar 1053 Combat air orer tions limited dur weath~r to weather recon-
naissance and combat air matrol, USS SATNT PAUL (Ca=73) joined

the task force.

26 Mar 1953 Combat air operations limitrd duc weather to night heeckler work,
night anti submarinc patrol, ard rescap.

27 Mar 1953 Conducted combat air onerations consisting of strikee« on enemy
personnel and supply shelters, irterdiction of railes and roads.
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FNS. D. R. QUINYN, USNR, VF-91, crashed on deck upon larding,
Pilot and plane bandlor, ¥ROST, R. A., VF-93, were killed.
Licut. J. 0. FARLESS, TONR, VF -94, crasghed at K-12 upon land-
ine ard suffered serious head infuries.

28 Mar 1653 Conducted comhet nir operations consistine of attacks on supply
huildinvs, troop shelters and conerntrated assaults on hricnes,
rails, and rozds,

29 ¥ar 1953 o air oncraticna, task forer reolenished, USS VALLFY FORGE
(cva-25), B.DM &. SOUCFK, USY, ComCarDiv 3 embarked, arrived
tas foree. USE ORISKANY ( v.-34), RADM R, F, HICKEY, USY,
ComCarDiv 5 cmharked, dcoarted task foree., RADM SCUCFK assumrd
command a= CTF-77.

30 Mar 19583 Conducted comhat ~ir onerations coreistine of atrikes on stor-
acc ond supply sreas ard atiacle avainet enemy rail, road, =and
bridr~ avst -ms,

31 Far 1953 Conducted combat air oprrations ceonsisting of clog~ air suprcort,
Cherokers strikes on front lins eupnly and personn~l sheltrrs,
atrikes on troop cantorment~, interdiction of mair supply routes.
USS PRITCTTON (CVA-37) and 1838 S.I'T PLUL (Ci-73) departed the
task foree,

1 inr 1953 Conducted combst air oncrations consistine of striles on troop
shelt-rs, persornel ~heltrrs, -nd 44 nositions and intr-rdiction
work againet the onpmy supnly svstom. ECK and NGF eortics were
also flown. Lieut. 6. L. GRLY, T8Y, of CW 9 staff, w-s foreed
to ahandon his nlare Po110wurr 7 Fld air 00111 yion, Filet was
resensd by helicontrr, unir jurod.

2 Apr 1953 Task foree replenished, Combal alr operations limite? te Tawval
pun fire gootting at Tonsan., U85 SAINT PAUL (CA-73) returned fo
task fore:s., Conducted 754 Firine,

3 Apr 1953 Conducted combat air op-rati oo sicting of attacks unon high-

ways and railreads, \rﬁAN*“, 1“?1" ard persennel sheltors, and
coastal Aefernse mirg, U8 I“” P UL (Ca=73) drparted task
foree,.

4 Apr 1953 Conducted combnt, a*r onerations ennsisting of cloge air support,
Chrrokec strilkes, attacks or surnly gholtors, rail bridoes,
and interdiction ﬁ’ main cnemy supplv routec, DesDiv 111 de-
parted task ferco, Decliv 171 arrived task foree, TUSS 1iN-
CHESTTR (CL-83) joirned +ask ferece, Comdr. S. B. RVRREY, USH,
commandine Yi-9% - fopecd to hail out after his plane wos hit
by hostile L4 firc., Pilet win roscued by helicopter.

& Apr 1953 Conducted combeot nir operaticon: comsisting of attacks on sunply
villnges, coastal defense ponc, rails and hishways.
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CFCURITY INFORMATICW gEmF'[D

Wo nir omeratiors, tasl froroc ronlonished, Conducted gunnery
oxrrcises.

Comducted gombat air aper-tiorr consisting of strikes on coast-
21 defense batteries in the Tonaan area, a*tncks on supnly
atorarc noints, intrrdictisn of main cnemy supnly routes, and
nayal punfire snot for hombardment clements,

Conducted comet air op'raticrs consisting of close air supnort,
Chrrokec strikes, attacks on supply villages and hille tl‘ﬁ ﬂrrqu,
and interdiction of rails, re-d=, and bridges. US7 FANCHE

(CL-83) departed task force.

Corducted comhat air oprratiors consisting of Chr“rkﬂh 5+rikos
arain~t front line sreas ard Intrrdiction work amadinet th
enemy sunnly netwerk.

Yo air operation=, task forer replonished,  Conducted sunnery
exrreises,

Conducted combat air en-r-ticn- censieting of interdiction work,
Cherckes =trikes, cloge air supncrt, -nd strikes arainst coastnl
military Hilletine ~nd surmly arca=, U5 YET JFRSTY (B3-62)
with V.D¥ J. J. CLiRK, USN, Com7thFlt, rmharked, joincd the task
forer,  USS CRISKANY (ﬂv‘-B/\ with K DP R. ¥. HICKFY, USM, Com
CarDiv € cmbarked, aprived task force. USS VALL®Y FORGF (CVA-
L&) +ith RADF 4. SCUCRE, "0V, ComCiwrDiv 3 embarked, Armartod
tagk forcc. RADY HICKFY as-umed command as CTF-77.

fSordueted crmbat air ~peroticons coneisting of interdietion work,
close air sunnort, Cheroke  strikes, ﬂnd attacks arainst coqstul
deferar min~ ne~r Tonsan, fncterics in Hungnar, and billeting
Ard ehopase apeng meow Tareher, U8 PFTOJERSEY (RR=62) de-
narted tasl forec,

Gondueted combat ~ir eneraticy -~ concistint of attacks on the
rnemy transnortation svetem, raltinde aseaults on the in-
dustrial areas of Chersjin »né naval ~un fire gpert,

No air oprrations, task frree roplenished.  Conducted gunnery
rxereises.

Conducted comdnt air operntions ernsisting of Cherokor strikes
~gainst personnel and sunply shelters, elosc air supnort, and
attacks aoninst storsge areas in the vieinity of Funonam,
Interdicticn of the enrmy transnortation network continued.
Conducted combat ~ir npernticns conzisting of Cherckee strikes,
clrose air support, and atbaicks ars ih%+ eonstal defense guns in

the vicinity of Vensan, [Uishn irtrordiction awninst enemy rolling
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stack and rail network errtinued,

17 &hpr 1953 Crnduected combat air cnerations cansigtirg of armed reconniiss-
snee, Cherckee strikes, e¢loee ~ir surnmert, and FCH, UCS MFT
JTRE Y (R7=62) with VLDV J. J. CLARK, USF, Com7thilt embharked
arrived task force. USS PRIVCTTON (CVA-37) rrlieved USS PFIL-
IPPINT SWA which departod task force ot 12141 in agenrdance
with CTF 77 confidential dispateh 14105072 fer Yekeeulka,

12 anr 1953 Prroute to Yokosuka. Coriucted sunnery cxercisos.
16 4pr 1953 Fnreuto te Tokoeula,

20 Anr 1953 Arrived Yokosukn. Arr-3d Lo fiedment pier,

PART IIT - ORDM: ”Qﬁ

L ﬂ%terial. There were no major cagu-titicg sustained by the Shin's
Ordnanes and/cr Fire Gontral Foterial., 7o nicce of Ordnance Fguioment was

crui of eommBeion lone r thar “eur (4) rrours to offret neceseary ropairs.

2. Ar-wniticon Prpenditureg.  Ammrition ons oxperded as frlilrws.

{n) Ship
Type Rounds
&n /33 110 195
sM /38 YT MON Frag o6
AOFLT 11 Types 2753

(b) air Group.

Mrte, Thie informaticon supplics v the sir Group and/ocr Lir Deperte
ment.  Also prrformance of aireraft ordnance equipago.

3. Gunnery Fxcreises. 44 Firing was coriucted at every opportunity. Dur-
ing roplenishment days and while operating ~ith the task foree, firing was
limited Aue to weather and operatine schelules. Enroute to the task force,
firing wis condueted in aren "Love! for tur hours 30 minutes, cacert dest-
royer participating. A4 Baker and Al Georpe rune ware Mred, Fnroute from
the trsk foree te yokesuka ~dditicnsl A4 Firine was ncecmpliched, Gunnery
performance has improved considerably beenuse of these firing oxrrceises.

On Avril 18h, four slreves were shot drcwn, Threo slecves were ~hot down by
different five inch matterics ard one by LOMM,

PART IV = BATTLE DAMNAGE:

3

1. No battle d=mare was inflicted or the PHILIPPINT S¥A durirg the period,
2. Damage inflicted on Philiprine Sea nircraft (ref-r to enclesure (1)),

3. Damage inflict~d b Philiprins Sea Lirera©t (refer teo onclesure (1)),
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PAiRT V ~ PFRSONIEL PFRFORIAVCE 47D CASUILTIRS:

1. Perfermnnee

1. Personrel

Upnn Adeparturs from Yokosuks cn 17 hareh 1973, after a 10=dav in-
port peried, there were no unautherized Alyernters among the personnel of the
ship rr ombarked ~ir group. During the neriod ~f this rencrt, 7 men reccived
nen-jutiecinl ounishment and 2 men owere trisd bv crurts-martial.

There e a netierable Aeercasc in the number of enlisted errres-
prndenee courses requestod furing thi- mericd, prebably ccensicrnen by the fact
th-1 the next =erviec-wide comnetitive «xaminatirng ars sorewhnt distant,
Theve has been 2 mild decrease in 2ll pha-cr of the edueation pregram insnfar
ns submiscicn of reguerats for initiatien of courses and exaninations, but
theae previeously requeetcd are being utilize? vwry eqtigfactorily. A com-
pariscr Wetoesn the first apd scecrd tovrs, eduentispemiac, may be dravm from
the following:

28 Jan-7 Mar 17 Mar-20 Apr

GED tests ~dministored 26 17
USAFI Ceorrespondcnee eourses reguested 40 34
¥aruals iseued for self=-immrovement 36 25
Inlisted correspondcnce courscs a2 &0

Follewing the ccrnloticrn of 1oadershir elasses for all attached cofficer
clas<es in leadership have been initiat 7 ond are conducted weekly for all
senior petty offiecers, and the improvemert in performance of duty of beth the
petty officcrs and the men under thoir supervisicr hns becn meet eratifying.
Basic Ltomic Defense lectures wern hel? for 211 ~fficers ~nd men,

215 examinaticrns wore ecnducted £y advyanecrent €0 pay grade B3,
A prreentace of 84 suerca-™1 cqaniners rofleets vory faverably on the
training preeran ot the Aivision Towel, JfLorndarce at elacges in ilgebra,
Analytieal Geometry, =ud Plans Trieoncr try <f the ecllege level has heen
exeelleont, These clogses are att ndt A hy - officers and enlicted persons,

b, Uelfare nd Reercation

The ship's ~rchestra and the "hill-billy™ band have pleyed rogularly
scheduled eonerrte frr gronns threushout the ship.  The neticesble 1ift in
merale, dus to the offorts of the ship's musicians, ro-emphasizes the desira-
bility of retenticn of a shin's wond in CVA class shine, Twr Varicty Shews
were prevsred and staged and were well reoeeived, Bingo gawmes in the crev's
meg~ wore o r-pular "ednesday nicht footurs ond were an cutsianding success.
Bingc pgames mere estoblished as a resul-r Thursdar right feature in the lst
clas~ mess. The library hours were oxtrnicd frem 0830 t~ 2130 snd the 1ib=
rary was well patrcnized. The demand for 45 rpm record players and roerrds
wan undiminished,
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The hobby shop continues te be prpular with the men with model
planes, model ships and lentherwork among the more popular cpafts.

The recreation room continues t¢ be - popular place for men In an
off =duty status to read, write letters cr listen to short=wave radio pro=
gramns.

SECURITY INFCRMATION

The crow's and officers! work=out rooms, with qualified physical
instructors s supervisors, have beon used regularly by a large number of
cfficers ~nd enlisted nmen.

4 mimeographed morning newspapor wis published daily contnining
world news and shipbonrd happerings. A Sunday supplement, #The Philippine
Sea Lincs," was published weekly, containing feature stories about the
ship and pictures of current ship happenings., A nightly newsecast wis pro=-
sented over the ship's PA system ~t 1€00,

c. Religious Activities

During this period Divine Services were held ~s follows: Catholic
Mags wns eelebrated twice daily, three times dnily during Lent; confessions
were held on Holy Thursday and a Good Friday service held, The Blessed
Sacranent was reserved, allowing pilets to rocelve the sacrament at any
time. Onthelic instructions were held regularly. Protestand Morning
Prayers were held daily with an early Sunday Comrmnion service. Regular
Sunday worship service was conducted with cheir, 4 Good Friday service was
conducted. Bible Study and Prayer Services were conducted three evenings
n woek. Serviees were held weckly for Christian Sclence. Latter Day Saints
and men of the Jewish faith, & Passover Feast was held for Jewish perscnnel.
Each night evening prayers were broadenst over the ship's public address
system following taps. Burial at sea was conducted for one pilot {Catholie)
and one enlisted man (Protestant.)

A United Charity campaign was c-nducted to raise noney for the Red
Cross, Navy Relief and the Childhord Leukenin Research Faundation, Ine.

2. Medicnl

a, Performonce
The rorale and general health 7 the ship's eompany remained at its
high level. However, it was motice? th-t thore was 2n inecreasing tendency
toward fatigue. During the last 94 days this ship has been at sea 81 days
and 4in poert but 13.

b.. IllanS

The following figures arc for the menth of March only, include
ship!s ccmpany and air group, and an ineport pericd of 10 days. There
were 192 admissions to the sick list from a duty status for a total of
395 gick days. 172 were disease, 19 injuries noneccmbat, and 1 was 2
battle casmalty. There were 1464 visits made to the sick bay for 2056
treatments.,

During the period of this report there were 39 surgical operations
performed, 11 of which were major. This does not include minor procedures
done in the dressing room under loeal anesthesia,
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There was only one injury of any significance during this period,
an impacted, comminuted fracture of the distal right radius. One man and
cne of ficer were killed in a flight deck crash when an FOF went over the
barricrs. A man was struck by the plane and guffered a head injury, and
the pilct died as the result of a crushing injury of the skull when his
planc became jammed under a parked 4D,

ce Casgualties

d. Vemeral diseasge

Thes~ figures reprecent the V.D. picture for the period of this
reportt

A1l VD including ¥on=GCessesasesssees 18l
Ship's COMPANY eeceaesseessosannssnsessld5
AT GICUDPsessorrasrecasorsasasnsassess 40
Total GCuvvevvanrennencssssnasnonnasss Al
Total Non—spocific..................o.121
#0181 Chancroidesseseasesscssssssnsse 2L
#*2 Chancroids also had GC,

There was no syphilis.

The inecubaticn periods of GC and Chancreid were about as cxpected.
We were scmewhat surprised, hewever, to see a ernsiderable number of cases
of Nrn-gpecific appear hetwern 3 weeks an? a menth after expesure, Gonerrhea
ard Chancreid resnended ag expected t- the reenmmended routine tre~tmnent,
The Nen=specifics resnonded porrly to sulfa drugs, including gantresin, but
Aid well (857 Non- return of symptoms) en cnc gram of aurcomycin in divided
drges daily for a total of 7 daye.

Our VD rate per man per rmonth per 1,000 (not including Non—spncifics)
is 124.

PLRT VI -~ COMNFNTS

1, AVIATION

a. Aireraft Maintenanee

(1) Svarc parts, cspreially engine spares £rr startrr jeeps are still
critical, This problem ig aggravated hy ~iffcrences in medels., Of the five
jeeps aboard, three are equipped with cverhcad valves and twe are valve in
bloek types. In additicn, three Ai“fercnt earhuretor typrs, te tynrs of ig-
niticn systems and twe types of soark plugs are required. It is rccommended
that start'r jeeps abrard a carricr be <% the same model.

(2) Shipalt CV-349 pr-vides f-r o hich pressure manifold outlet, &
aimilar installation was recommended in the previcus iction Report, 28 January

(3) The fuselage t~ wing strut for the FOF-2 aircraft reported in the
proeviocus detirn Repert has proven very satisfactory, Upcn availability of
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material ndditicoral struts i1l be manutrctured. 4 letter and drawinos of
this inetallaticn has been frrward~3 tc the Bureau ~f lornnautics.

(4) Durire this pericd ~f sr-paticrns cne VEF=-603410 arresting hook
tip for F9F-2 aircraft has failed. It is apmarent that by smo-thing the leade
ing elges and corners, breakage has bosn rodically reduced. Re=annelkd -
prints receive? this period reguired sme~thine; in ad~ition, they wore re=
ccive? with nan excesaively heavy coat of metal spray which makes inspeetion
frr small eracks imnosecible,

(5) Foreign rust-like subgtance ir the aviaticn fuel has saused stick-
ing and stz;rg ~f high pres-ure erck an? nreog-urizing valve assembly, R85~
BPD=116417=5 in theo J42 cengines installed in the FOF-=2 11rcraft. futherity
wis cbtained, an? trenty ascemblics have bomn reworked, Digassemhly and ro=
cegembly is ne problem, provided a light «il is used (1010 jet cil) as a
renotrating agent on the malfunctioning part, 411 narts vere warghed in sol-
vent and slide valves and valve sleeves ~wre eleaned in accordance with J42
Jot Engine Pulletin Mo, 90, amendment 1, The rewerked assemblies have op=
frat -l gaticfacterily; hewever, insufficiont operating time has preventod a
just evsluntirn ~f the rewerked as-erblics,

(A} The "L* shaped QFCU stends have proven to be an excellent sub=
stitute ©rr erash dollys for stovage -f eraghed jots with ne landing pear -n
tho hanear deek. Three shtande are readily a2apted hy use of mattres- padding
and wornden hlegks 18 necosoarye

(7} The manufacture and usc =7 wing tic-down fittings which serew
inte the ruthard hembd rack wive “itiins has ircreassd the security of FOF-2
nireraft Juring hich wind ernditicre. These fittines are manufacture? from
14 ineh c¢~1d rolled round bar =tock 2 inehrs ‘n lengths One end dis threaded
tr mateh the homb rack fitting, a 5/8 ineh hele is drilled in the other end
and a ring rade frem & inch enl? roll bar st ck installed.

(8) Te allerviate the heawvy raintonarec lead requiring pulling of jet
engines, t~ ad7itirnal chain heiste wrere irstallod in the overhead at frames
112 2nd 172 nort o supplement the ~no ehnin hodiet at frame 82 starboard on
the hangar dock, During this porid -] ists were use? simultaneously
to great advantape,

b, Aviaticon Ordnance

(1) Ceorsiderable time has been sawe’ when using VT fuses hy having
the after fuse ag-embly crews crmnletely as-emble VI fuses in the nfter fuse
locker, This practice relicves the cmbarked squadr-r ordnancemen nnl the for-
ward fuse assembly erews of this task. Their time ean he used to rreoctor ad-
vantage at other arring deotails,.

c. oviation Gascoline

(1) 964,000 pallons of av/ens 115/1/45,4824 gallons ~f av/lub 1100
werc used durint this pericd, There wos ne alechol used.
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(2) An excessive amount of rust colored substance has been resent
in the av/gas delivered to aireraft during this period, Correctlve measures
such as cleaning ship's gasoline system filters, draining the shipts filters
daily after each aireraft fueling operaticn, and flushing of tanks has greatly
improved the situation., Additional cleaning will be done by flushing the en-
tire gascline system with eight complete changes of heated salt water.

SECURITY INFORMATION

d. Cntapult and grresting Gear

(1) Increased mumber of high pressure catapult launches and groanter
1nnding forees imposed by jet alrecraft has grently increased the maintenance
required to keep the catapults and arresting gear machinery in operation. A
total of 9,112 launches frem the port catapult have been made sinee the ship
was commissioned In 1946, of these 7,175 have been made eince July 1950,
These figures also apply to the starboard entopult, Since commissioning
55,682 landings have been made, 30,918 of which were made sinece July 195C.

In view of the inerensed jet aireraft operations, an invegtigation of the
capabilities and limitations of the H4B entapulte and the Mark V arresting
gear, with emphnsis placed on the rate of Patigue and safe endurance limit-
ntion is recommended.

e, COrash and Salvage

(1) The aircraft spotting dolly was found to be an ideal replace-
ment for sheared nose wheels on FGF ajrcraft durling erash and salwge oper-
ations. A six by six timber with wedges at cach end and padded into the
form of a eradle was atiached to the delly. Tow bar fittings were alsc
attached to the delly for towing purposes.

(2) The 3 ton fork lift was usc? tc great advantage in lifting air-
eraft with one broken main landing genr, By maneuvering the fork under the
wing outboard of the bomb racks, an aireranft can be 1ifted to permit towing
by the combinet use of the fork 11ft ani a tracter. Padding on the fork
11ft is recommended,

(3) Cauticn should be exercised vhon using the single point FOF air-
eraft sling, An aireraft which is not well balaneed will eause the hoisting
f4tting to shear, flush with the fuselage.

(4) ¥ylon belly bands mrde from salvaged barrieade material in liou
of wire straps are used for picking up ‘amaged airerafb. The bands are woven
35 feet Zong, 3 feet wide at the centor an? tapered to 10 inches at the ends.
Feavy steel stock in the shape of a triangle is used for hoisting fittings.

2+ Gumnery

a, During the period of 17 March tc 20 fLpril 1953, the USS PHILIPPINE
SEA {GVA~47) refuled six (6) times from 40 s. One Destroyer was refueled
while enrcute tc the Task Forece and cne on the return trip to Yokosukn,

be. Replenishment. One casualty was sustnined during replenishment from
the USS ALUDRA (AF=55) on 10 April 1953. The modified house fall rig from

aEm— 19




!!! !RITY INFORMATION ﬁEQLASSiﬂm

station six (6) (USS ALUDRA) had the cye splice part on the transfer whip

when the operator "two=blocked" the transfer whip on the delivering shipts
blocks Nc perscnnel casualitdes were sustnined though eight (8) men were

prresent in the receiving pocket.

c. Persomnel and light freight_transfers. On five (5) occasions dess-
troyers came nlongside for transfer of 1light freight and personnel, When
refueling transfer of light freight, mail and/or perscnnel was accomplished.

d, ReArmings

DATE SHIP QUANTITY  TRANSFER RATE
3=24~33 USS RAINER (AE=S) 241 Tons 199.6 T/ar
3=29=53 USS VIRGO {iKa=20) 150 Tons 165.0 T MHr
4=2=53 USS FIRE DRAKE (AE-14) 250 Tons 187.0 T /ur
L=b=53 USS MT. BAKFR {AE-4) 250 Tons 192.0 T fHp
4=10~53 USS CHARA {AKA-58) 127 Tons  205.4 FAHr
4=14=53 USS RALINER (AE=5) 214 Tons 192.0 T /fir
4~17=53 USS VIRGO (AKA-20) 172 Tons 160.0 T /MHe

3- OIIEEEY

as Aviation Supply

(1) Extremely high usage wns experienced on R85-BPD=116417=5
Valves, and R85-BPD=119545-2 Controls fuc t~ the ship's fucl system dif<
ficulties. The stock of valves was exhauste? but overhaul by shipls force
prevented ACOG s on this item.

(2) High usage was alsc experience! on R96-H-3520, Harness for
AD=/, Three AD=4 replacement aireraft with faulty harnesses were received
on board the Aay befrre departing the Task Foree. No harnesses were avail-
able on board frr replaecoment,

(3} The ship was replenished rnece ~n the line by the USS JUPITER.
A total of 176 line items were requisitionod and 102 items were received.

(4) an analysis of ACOG items is tabulatod below:

FOF=2 AD=4L F4U=5I  AD=4W A4D-g TOTAL
A1lowanece 1tems 3% ] %% 1 2¥* 7
Non~-allcw. items 3 14
Total items 3 1 A 1 2 11

* R85~BPD=116417+6 Valves later overhauled
** R86«H~3520 Harness
# Repaired ~n board

b. General Stcres Material

fne No critical shortages develeped in GSM during this tour,
Larger than expected usage, however, was experlenced in €62 gas, 3650
1bs. being used in 3% months, This incrcoasc was due par$ially to the
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heavy demand for soft drinks from cup=type vending machines. Difficulty
was encountered in obtaining COZ, an? often it was necessary to requisition
it from three Aifferent tankers before any wis received. It is recommended
that the tanker load list of COR be inerensci.

¢, Ship's Store

(1) Tailor and cobbler supplies are in extremely short supply in
the frrward area, Vessels deploying to WESTPAC should, in particular, carry
a large supply cf leather goless

(2) Ships with cup=type vending machines should obtain a ccmplete
st of spare parts pricr to departure from CONUS. Spares are available
from Pearl Harbor but there is a long time lag between order and receipt.
Fxpericnee of thils vesgel indieates that the mechanieal rather than the
electricnl parts tend to fall first,

A, Clothing & Small Stores

(1) The turnover of C&SS in the forward area is very rapids This
vessel experienced snles of #12,000 in one monthe The critical items are
dungaree trousers nnd shirtss It i reccrmenied that CVA type vessels £111
all availnble 0&SS bulk storercom space with these two $teme prior to de-
ployment.

ce Commigsaory

(1) During the cprrating pericd this ship replenished provisions
two times as indieated below:

PROVISTONS PROCISIONS RATE
DATE ~ CRDFRED (TONS) RECEIVED (TONS) ~ SHIP TIME émm) (TONSHR)
3/29/53 7% 54, usS ALUDRA 3 90
4/10/53 100 70 USS ALUDRA 38 110

(2) The supply of fresh and frosh frozed items was particularly
limited Auring this periocd, Fcllowing is = 1ist cf items which were in
short supply or were not availsble 2t 111

TTENS ORDERED RFCEIVED  ITEMS ORDERED RECEIVED
LETTUCE 6525 NONE RUTABAG LS 500 NONE
TOMATOES 3400 1120 BRUSSEL SFROUTS, FRO 820 "
CABBAGE 9350 1800 BROCCOLI 820 "
CELERY 5980 1350 CAULIFLOWER 1200 "
CARROTS 7150 5120 GCRN ON COB 2300 n
ONIONS ,GRFEN 450 NOME MIXFD VEGETABLE 1250 "

Le Engineering

a. No comment,
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5. Damage Control

a

. No ecmment,
6. cIc
ne General

(1) The cperaticns during the perind of this report were routine
ingofar ns the functions of CIC were crneornnd.

b. Personnel

(1) There was no change in the personnel complomont or the wnteh
bill,

(2) Two officers from destroyers ~per-ting with the Force spent three
day and six-day pericds respectively on bronrs? ~bserving CIC proecedures and
revieving indretrination in nir ecntrol. Oualifiecaticn of these officors as
air eontrollers was impessible due to the shert period of time this ship
had CAP eontrrl while they werc aboard, UNevertheless, this training was ern-
gidered highly beonefieinl.

¢. Radar Performanecc

(1) The LN/SPS=6B went ~ut ~f cemrissicn permanently on the second
day rut ~f port due to failure of the upper oil seal and upper main shnft
bearing in the antenna pedesgtal. Yo snare parts were availa®»le eon bnard,
It is ~nticipated repairs will ¢ made uring the impending in-port pericd,

(2) The 8X search radar was oprrati nal at all times excepting
periecds of rcutine maintenanec. Perfermance was generally grod exeept that
jot aireraft ~heve 15,000 were tracked solely by IFF.

(3) IFF failure wns oxprricnecd when 2 transformer in the trans-
pondcr burned ~ut. Since no spares were aveilidle, an ET3 rewired the faulty
transformer b hand and satisfrctory perf rrinree -f the IFF system was ob-
tained for the remainder ~f the cruise.

7. Communicnticns

1. Mo Crmment,

&, Lir Intelligence

n., During this cperating pori-d air intolligenece profited from exper=
jience gained from the provious trip on the line, Intelligoernee functions
were smecther and more efficiert, PFore stress wag 1aid on dissemination
of informaticon which was acermplishe? by lecturcs tr the officers nnd crew
ch the generat war situation an? by bordb damage mosaics peosted on various
bulletin boards throughcut the ship.
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b. The physical set up remrined the same except for a reshuffle of map
stowage to allow easier access tc thoge maps most frequently uscd. The
current arrangement of 1:50,000 fl:k maps and rack, Aegeribed in the ship's
neticn repert for 27 January teo 7 Narch 1953, has proved entirely sate
jsfactory, Due to the large senle of these maps not only ean flak be plotted
but lsc other items of interest such =s cmergency fields, flak traps,
bembline, ete., without overerowding.

c. The Korean Strip Chart, S~ngjin to T'u-men (H.0. Misc. no. 15642~1)
wns cvaluated during this pericd. These charts nre made of Texoprint and are
press varnished., They are exceptionally well sulted for heckler operntichs
which involve an extonsive recommnissance c~verage, Thoever they =re also
very goed for strike and phote flights., Preliminery cvaluaticn finds that
theso charts show mach promise. Detailed cvalunticn is being subritted to
the Air Favigati-n Office, F.i.5. itesugi.

d. Tt has 1lso been found that pil-ts profer to use the ANMS series
1552 gs approach and navigatirn maps rathor than the nere widely distributed
USAF nerrnauticnl npore~ch charts (iC-11250,000 serle). The ANS series
shcws ruch better relief and is erngidered more useful, cspceinlly on Cher-
ckee missi~ng whore e~rrect intorpretati~n of terrain is so vital,

9, Thotcgraphie Intorpretaticon

a. A total of 47 photographic sortics were flewn during this operating
pericd. Since the inauguraticrn of the Imige Feoticn Crmpensatcr by Vo-=€1
Detachment Mike the photography has bern supericr te all previcus phcte-
graphy and of greater P,I. valuc. “hen tlpe ~nd film permitted, the detach-
ment was very c-rperative in flying phrt-graphy for P.I. purposes in adrfition
tc speeifically nssieoned missicns, This nroved an nsset In photo study of
o number ~f important areas. Heowever, at present,K=l7 and F=56 bomb Aamnge
photography has not been of much PoI. vilue.

b, At present the P,I. sprces are lce~te? in the Ozalid reoom, This
space is adequate sn l-ng ag tho 0zalid Machine is not extensively used. No
means of inter~cormunienticns is avnilable, hegever, and a telephone eould
be used., It is algo felt that publienti-rs giving dimensicns and descrip-
tirng of typieal Kerean industry and buillings, ete. would be <f value., In
addition, sterecscopes and rubber coment Fave heen somewhat difficult to obtain,

10, FPhotegraphic Laberatory

1 Produecti-n
(1) & total of 4186, 9 X 18 inch nogatives were exposeds From these

a tntal of 13,573, 10 X 20 inech prints werc made. No new produetion problems
have been encountered,
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b. Photogravhy

(1) X=25 acrial camer=s in pods have been installed on AD type nir-
eraft for strike photography. Results have been unsatigfnetory due to gshert
foeal length of cameras versus high operating ~ltitude of aireraft, Image
size has been found too small for intelligence or PIO value,

(2) 4n F=56 20 inch camera has becn installed in a 1000 1b, wnter
£i11 bomb for taking strike photographs frem AD type aireraft. Results were
frund sunericr to the K-25 due to increased foeal length and larger plate
size, but limitations of lens spred and shutter speed precludes the camera
being idenl for this purpose. It is suggested thot a K=24 2rrial cmera be
cvalunted for possible use in strike photography.

(3) Infra-red photeography with the K-38, 36 inch aerial chmera has
been requested cn several nceasirrg, It is reeormmended that infra-red focus=
ing posts ~nd 894 glass filters in baycnet m unts he acquired for the K-38,
36 inch carera,

c. §gngly

(1) Dpifficulty in maintaining 4104 aerinl film dryers has been
encountered due to the lack of spare n-rts kits., Thormeswitches for this
type dryer have been cn ~rder "Pri-rity A" simeh November 1952, No delivery
has been made up tc this date,

(2) Due to the fact that there are only three A=8B nerial film mag-
nzines aboard, they need to be rel~aded between flights. 4s the flight
schedules 2llew a minimum of tirme on deck, srare 4-8B magazines would be de-
sirable feor expeditious re-rigging of cameras.

11, Aerclogy

2. Wenther during the peri~d frem 19 ¥arch to 17 April was incre=singly
varinble and Aifficult tc frreenst, narticulsrly for any appreciable pericd
in advance, IMany small variationg in the previcus simple synoptic patterns
cauged correspending frequent varianticrs in the leceal weather, The lack of
Aata from China, M-ngolia, and Manchuri< was frlt mere keenly than during
February, since, ns the wind flew alrft shifte? frem northwesterly to 2
moere westerly direetion, more of the loeal we~ther origincted in these areas.

b, High winds con gseweral cecnsi ns werc caused by the rapid intensifi-
caticn of n weak Low moving slowly inte the Sea of Japan from Manchuria. When
puch Lows develop, it wag found that they were followed by moderate to strong
westerly to northwegterly winds, Vory strong winds may accompany secondary
cold front passage within 12 to 24 hours ofter the massage of the original
Low. These very strong winds are found in the vieinity of heavy cumulus in
the secrndary e~1d front, and velocities mnay be forecast by observing the
upper winds at about 10,000 feet. .4ls-, this type of Low develcopment caused
long, high swells from the ncrtheast n scveral ocensicns, two to three days
after the originnl Low has passed over the operating area, These swells
reachel sufficient proportirns tc enuse cancellation of flight cperatirns due
te excessive ship movement,
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c. No fog was observed nt the foree, although it wns reported frequently
in the early morning in the target areas, particularly in inland vlleys.
Hage wis cbserved quite ~ften, and, althrugh it was ~rdinarily light haze,
=1th visibilities frm 8 to 10 miles, en twr neensi ng it was sufficiently
fense te cause instrument conditi-ns in the haze layers, These h~ge layers,
with Aense hage, extended to 2 height of 36,000 foet on rme oceasicn.

1. Thenderstorms were observed on threc rcensiong, twice at night with
wenY. through pnasages, and rnce during the Aay, during 2 scerndary ecld front
prscge, Other meterologieal phencmena werc found tc agree with climatelrg-
3011 summarics for the aren. Most difficulty was enccuntered with extremely
yarinble winds, beth in Aireetion an? velocity.

12. Geperal

ae The follcwing eongratulatory Aispatches hnve becn received by this
command since arriving in the far east area:

(1) FROM: USS ALUDRA on 11 Feb, 1953
IT WS A PLE.SURE TO ™ORK WITH YOU COMMANDER RALPH

(2) FROM: COMCARDIV 3 on 15 Feb 1953
1 H.VE ALW.YS BEEN .WARF OF FACT THAT ADMINISTRATIVELY
MY DIVISION ™.S FINE X AFTFR RECENT SPLENDID PFRFORMANCE
ESPECTALLY TOD.Y AN SATISFIED THAT I ALSO H.LVE AN OUT
STANDING TACTICAL DIVISION X AM HICHLY PLEASFD WITH EiCH
SHIP AND IR GROUP

(3) FRQM USS CHARA AKA=58 on 27 Feb 1953
THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIFD RFM.RKS X THE ORGANIZATICN 4FD
ENFRGY OF YCOUR HANGFR DWCK CR®W MAKES EFFICIENT TRANSFER
POSSIBLE X CAPT GRORGF LAIRD

(4) FROM: CTF 77 on 4 M~r. 1953
1 REALLIZE TH.T YOU DESTRVE 4 REST IN PORT BUT iM SORRY
TO STE YOU LW,V X ONIONSKIN GRAND ASSET THIS FORCT AND
WF WILL PISS H¥R HE.VY HITTING POWER X WITH ADMIBATION
FGR ALL HAVDS IN YOUR SHIP AND AIR GROUP WISH YOU GOOD
TIME
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(5) FROM CTF 77 en 1 Mnr. 1953
VAST INPROVEMENT T7 BOMB MD ROCKET MECHAFISM IS MOST
GRATIFYING X LaST YEiR PRICTICLLLY FVFRY FLIGHT RFTURNED
9TTH HUNG ORDNANGE X TIIS DESCREPANCY NOT GOMPARERIVLY
\RE X IV MY OPINION PRYSENT GOOD CONDITION DUF INTFLL
IGENCE /ND GiRFFUL ™ORK OF PiRT OF ORDNANCF PFRSONVEL X
woULD LIKE FXPRFSS WY COMPLINFETS AS APPROPRILTE VIA
COMVANDING OPFICER

(6) FROM: USS LOS ANGFLES on 22 Mar. 1953
OUTST.'DING SPOTTING PERFORN.FCE PFRFORMED BY SPOT 5
4D 7 FOR TOD.YS FIRING X SPOT 5 FIRST SPOTTFR TO USE
COMPLETE PROPFR PROCEDURE X SPOTTFRS PARTICULARLY ALERT
AGGRESSIV® AND PERSISTFNT DESPITE FLiK

(7Y FROM: CTF 77 cn 20 Mar. 1953
FOLLOWING RFCD FROV COMGTN EIGHT RMY X MOST GRATEFUL
FOR HOSPITALITY SVO"F ¥E iND PiRTY DURING RECEFT VISIT
¥ TRIP LFFCRDUD FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO SFE SOME OF NAVY
PILOTS ™90 iRE CONTRIBUTI'G SO MUCH TO SUPPORT OF FIGHTH
JRMY X THEIR "CRX IS .5 Irrpnrssivn AFLOAT 48 ASHCRF X
MY WARM RMG.RDS TO TFFE LLL X SGD T4LYLOR

(8) FRON: CTF 77 on 25 Mar, 1953
X'T TIMES §FWS ITEM OF 4 MAR F.S JUST CONE TO MY ATTENTION
X IT READS QUOTE THE 1952 ANFUAL FRANMK M HATKS MEMORIAL
AWARD ANMFRIC:N LEGICN AIR SERVICE POST 501 MY CITY WiS
PRESENTED TO THE NiVY IN RFCOGNITION OF THF SUPPORT GIVEN
BY CARRI'R B.SED PLANFS TO GROUMD TROOPS IN KORFA UNQUOTE

X T KNOW THAT THOSE THO COFMANDED TF 77 DURING 1952 RADMS
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(9) FROM:

(10} FROM:

(11) FROM:

MOMAHON, PERRY, SOTICEK, JOHSON AND REAGAF JOIN ¥E IN 4
HEARTY WELL DOME TO ALL THE SHIPS D THRIR AIR GROUPS
FOR THIS V'ELL DFSFRVED RFCOGNITION

CTF 77 on 28 Nar, 1953

TO THE PHILIPPINE SF. LIR GROUP FOR DROPPING 2 SPANS OF
THE FiNOUS HAMHUNG RR HRIDGE AFD TO THE CRISKAI'Y NITE
HECKLFRS FOR TH® BULLSFYE OF THE FAMOUS HAMHUNG HWY
BRIDGE WELL DONE

CTF 77 rn 6 Apr. 1953

I RFALIZE TR.T i GRELT DELL HAS BWFN DEMAFDED FROK OUR
MEN AND MACHINERY TN P.ST SERERAL DAYS BUT I AN HALFFY
o0 KNOW THAT BOTH HAV™ RESPCNDED MAGNIFICENTLY X THIS

IS TRULY 4 FINE T.SK FORCE X HIGHEST COMPLIMFNTS .\D
APPRECIATICN GO TO FVERY OFFICER AND MAM IN IT X IT IS
POSSIRLE THAT D.IWGE INFLICTED ON ENENMY IS RESPONSIBLE
FOR MIS RFCENT ATTITUDE X I FEEL SURE "E ARE HURTING HIM
¥ BUT TE MUST FOT LOFR OUR GULRDS FOR ONE INSTANT X
KOUINC 7T ™ HE H.8 IF ANY FET SCRUPLES IT IS LIKEWISE
OVERTURTS TTTFILT 1 KT US SLACKEN OUR DETFRMINATION SO
HE CAN STRIKM “HER T IF.ST EXPRCT IT X WF MUST CONTINUE
OUT VIGILIANCE, HIT H.RD AMD OFTFN, BF ALERT FOR ANY
SNEAK ATTACK HE PAY PLLN TO MAKE

CTF 77 on 8 Apr, 1953

SGCORE BOARD SHO™S GCOD RESULTS BOTH iIR GROUPS FOR TODAY
{ HEaVY DAMAGE INFLICTED O ALL TARGETS X CONGRATULATIONS

ADL HAMDS ESPECIALLY TO OUR PILOTS
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(12) FROM: USS CHARA on 10 Apr. 1953
PHIL SEA AND CEARA APPEAR TO BE EMINENTLY COMPATABLE X
DUE TO OUTSTANDTNG COOPERATION FROM YOUR CRET WE ACHIEVED
RATE OF 205.4 SHORT TONS PFR FOUR T"IS MORNING X MY
HRARTY CONGEATULATICNS TO YOU AMD YOUR ENTHUSIASTIC CREW
X GOOD BYE AND GOOD LUCK X SIGNED CAPT LATRD

(13) FROM: CTF 77 on 11 Apr, 1953
YRSTFRDAY DURING REPLENISHMENT PHIL ST4 ESTABLISHED
NEW RECORD FOR LOADING AMMUNITION

PART I RECOMMEND AT TON

1. Medignl

a. Refer to page 7 paragraph 2a, If practicable, twe long pericds at
pea should be separated by a short one with suitable in-port periods.

2. Gunnery

a. Refer to page 11 poragraph 2d. That the wire highline method of
tranafer be used during heavy weather vice Modified Housefall method, as
there 1s better eontrol ~f the load while in transit between vessels,

3. Alr Intelligence

ae Refer to page 14 paragraph 8d. It is recommended that CINCPACFLT
Instructicn 3840.14 of 27 November 1951, Check List of Intelligence Mater-
inls, be revised to increase the allowance of AMS series L552 maps for CV's
to 150, If this is accrmplished, it is further recommended that the USAF
Approach Charts be reduced to 170 far ships of this trove,

)\:7 {f‘» EYELY,
;JCILL&/L}fj%CI”YVLAE;}

PAUL H. RAMSEY




