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o U.5.5, BOXER (CVA-~21)

c/o Fleet Post Office CVA21/02=3s]
San Franeisco, California - A4-3
Sers 0257
7 July 1953

From: Commendihg Officer
To: Chief of Naval Operations
Via: (1) Cormander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN DOWNGRADED AT 3 vEAR INTERVALS:

(2) Cormander SEVENTH Fleot "»EC”‘%S‘F'ED AFTER 12 YEARS
§3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East DOD DIR 5200.10
4) Commandor in Chiof, U, S, Pacific Floot

Subj: Action Report for the period 10 May through 21 Juno 1953
Ref:t (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3480.4 dtd 1 July 1951

Encl: (1) ATG-1 conf ltr sor OO0 dtd 26 June 1953, Action Report of
Carrior Air Task Group ONE (10 May - 21 Juno 1953

l. In compliance with referonce (a), the Action Roport for the poriod
10 May through 21 June is horoby submitted, '

PART T Composition of Own Forcog and Mission

a. Composition

(1) On 10 May 1953, in accordance with CTF-77 confidontial
dispatch 2812247 April 1953, tho.U,S.S, BOXER (CV4=21); with RADM.W,. D,
JOHNSON, USN, Commandor Carricr Division ONE, and Air Task Group ONE
cnbarked, departod Yokosuka, Japan, accompanicd by the U.S.S. BLACK
(DD-666), onroutc to tho oporating arcae co

-

(2) Rondezvous with Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN was offocted
tho afternoon of 12 May 1953, Tho OTC and CTF-77 was RADM A. SOUCEK,
USN, Cammandor Carrier Division THREE, ombarked on tho U.S.S, PRINCETON
(CVA~37), RADM W. D, JOHNSON, USN, Commander Carrior Division ONE, was
socond in commande Ships prosont at tho time of rondozvous included the
U.S.S., PRINCETON (CVA-37), tho U,S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA~45), tho U.S.S.
BREMERTON (CA-130), and various scrocn ships, Tho U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA
(CvA=47), tho U,S,S, LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39) s the U,S.S, NEW JERSEY
(BB-62), and the U.S,S. MANCHESTER (CI-83) worc oporated with at various
timos during tho period of this roport,

b. Misgion

Tho mission of this ship, as a component of Task Forco SEVENTY-
SEVEN, is sot forth in Commandor Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN Op-Ordor 2-52.
Briofly stated it is as follows:

(1) Assist in tho program for the systamatic intordiction of
oneny movemont and resupply ovor tho Northoast Koroan railroads, road
comploxcs, and storagoe arcase.




(2) Destroy cloctric powor gonerating plants and clectric
distribution systoms in Northeast Korocae ' '

. (3) Furnish Closc Air Support to and air strikes in support
of front line ground forcos, coordinating oporations with Fifth Alr
Force, Korea, through the Joint Oporations Center, Korca,.

(4) Protoct tho Task Force against air, surfaco, and sub-
nrino attacks,

(5) Assist tho UN Blockading and Escort Force in ovor-all

dofcnsc and local ground defonsc of friendly Korean Islands as re=
guircd using alr support. ’ . A

(6) Conduct Photo and armod roconnaissanco in support of
the into: ‘i.ction program, providing photographs and photographic
intorprotation studiocs,

- (7) Provido air cover for UN Naval Forces as diroctods

PART IT Chronolozical Order of Bvonts

as Tho following is an outlino of the BOXER's cmployment during
the period of this Action Roport: ;

10 May 1953 =

At 0650, in complianco with CTF-77 confidontial dispatch
2812242 Aprdl 1953, tho U.S.S. DOXER (CVA=21) with RADM W, D, JOHNSON,
USN, Cormendor Carricr Division ONEy aud Air Task Group ONE ambarked
acconpaniod by tho U.SiS: BLACK (DD«666) doparted Yokosuka, Japan
onrouto to tho operatifg arca and Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVENs Captain
M, B, GURNEY, USN, Commanding Officor, UsSiS. BOXER (CVA=21) was OTCi

11 May 1953 -
Enrouto to tho oporeting arca, A total of sixty-threc (63)

Photo, LSP, and Jot Tactics training sortiocs were flown. Anti-gircraft
?iring oxorciscs and various othor drills wore conductod during tho day.

12 May 1953 - ,

Tho U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21) and tho U.S.S. BLACK (DD-666) ron-
dozvousod with Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN at 1205, RADM A, SOUCEK, USN,
Cormandor Carricr Division THREE, Commandor Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN,
wos ombarkod on tho U.S.S. PRINCETON (CVA-37), No air oporations woro
conducted duc to roplanishment. The following dispatch was roceivods

CTF-77 1202502

nGIAD TO HAVE THE TOUGH OLD VETERAN BACK WITH US®
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13 May 1953 -

A% 0826, tho BOXFR launchod hor first combet sortio of her
fourth Korcan tour of duty, Sixty-threo (63) combat sortios wore
§lown during tho day, The following dispatch was rocoivod:

" GTR-T7 1308382 | |
‘"PERFORMANCE BOXER AND HER AIR GROUP TODAY VERY FINE X MY FORECAST
- COLON SOON YOU WILL BE BETTER THAN ANY PREVIOUS BOXER OR BOXER
ATR GROUP AND THATS PRETTY GOOD"
14 May 1953 - | .
Ono hundrod and nina (109) combat sortios wero launchode
15 May 1953 - | |
Tho Task Forco roplonishod, no air operations woro condustode
At 0800, RADM W, D, JOHNSON, USN, Commandor Cerricr Division ONE, ome . :
barkod aboard U,S.8. BOXER [CVA21), assunod cammand of Task Forco
SEVENTY-SEVEN, E
16 May 1953 = | |
4 total of ono hundred end twolve (112) sortios wero flowns
17 May 1953 - |
: Comnéhcing at 0801 tho BOXER launched ono hundrod and WOntyi-
four sortics, At about 1200 ENS G, M, WITTERS, USNR, 556691, VF-194,
flying an AD-4NA BuNo 125756, parachutod in Wonsan Harbor, Koroa aftor
his aireraft had beon hit by ondny antimalreraft firo, The pllot was
irmodiatoly reseucd, uninjured, by tho holicopter:of the U.S,S, MANCHES-
TR (CL83). i | .
18 May 19533 =

Afbor a morning of roplonishment, tha BOXER began -launching
aircraft at 1200, Forty-four sor'hjtos were flown,'. ’

19 May 1953 = |
Onahundred and seven v(;lm)' cambat sorties wero flown,
20 May 1953 =

Eighty (80) sorties were flown this dato, At about 1240,
LTJG W, J, OVHEREN, USNR, 347629, VF~194, flying an AD-4NA BuNo

w3
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127005 was forcod to ditch forward of tho ship upon teko-off duo to
bridle-broakago on tho catapult shot, Ho was roscuod by tho U.S.S.
MC CORD (DD~534) sustaining minor injurics of tho hoad and right
shouldor, . ’ .

21 May 1953 -

No air oporations conductod duc to roplonishnont of tho
Task Forco,

22 May 1953 -

_ No eiir oporations conducted duo to non-oporational woathor
over tho Task Foreco and tho Korcan Poninsula,

23 May 1953 -

Eighty-nino (89) sortios woro flown by BOXER aircraft. LT
H, M, WOLFE, USNR, 419564, VF-194, was forcod to ditch his AD-ANA
BuNo 126919, cast of Hungnem, Korca aftor demage by onomy anti-aircraft
firo. Tho pilot was roscuod uninjuriod by tho U.S.S. ARDENT (iM=340),

24 May 1953 -
Boginning at 0857, ono hundrod and nino (109) combat sorties
woro launchod by tho BOXER, At about 2040, tho F4U-5N BuNo 121852,
flown by LT W. (n). WHEELER, USNR, 475420, VC-3, was obsorvod to crash
in tho vieinity of Soho-Ri, Koros., Darknoss procludod further obser-
vetion, LT WHEELER is listed MIZ,
25 Moy 1953 -
No air operations due to replenishment of tho Task Force,
At 1019 thoro was a minor collision botween tho U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21)
and tho U.S.S. MISPILLION (40-105)s Tho scaworthinoss or combat offoct-
ivonoss of noithor ship was impairods During tho aftornoon anti-sireraft
firing oxoreises wore conductods ' .
26 May 1953 - ‘
Onc hundrod and oight (108) combat sortics wore launchod,
27 May 1953 - |
Ono hundrod and four (104) combat sortios woro flown.
28 May 1953 =

" No air oporations wore conductoed duo to roplonishmont of
the Task Forco, ‘




29 May 1953 -

No oir opocrations wore conductod duc to advorso weathor
conditions over the Task Forco and tho Korocan Poninsula,

30 May 1953 -
Ono hundred and soven (107) sortios woro launchod,

31 May 1953 - |
Commoncing at 0156, tho BOXER launchod fifty-five (55)

rorticse
1 Juno 1953 -

Tho Task Foreco roplonished in the morning., During tho
aftornoon fifty-five (55) sortics wore flown,

2 Juno 1953 -

Cormoncing at 0920, tho BOXER launchod ono hundrcd and Hwo
(102) sortios, LTJG J. J. CHAMBERS, USN, 532708, VF-52, flying an
FOFL2 crashlandod at K-18 duo to gnony antieaircraft firo damago to
his aircraft. Tho pilot was woundod in tho loft wrist and tho right

log.
3 Juno 1953 -
Ono hundrod and twonty-two (122) combet sortics worc flown,
. 4 Juno 1953 -
No air oporations conductod duc to roplonishmont of tho
Tosk Forco, A4t 1804, RADM R, E, BLICK, USN, Commandor Carrior
Division THREE rolioved RADM W. D, JOHNSON, USN, Commandor Carrior
Division ONE, as Commander Task Forao SEVENTY-SEVEN,

5 Juno 1953 -

During the morning and carly aftornoon, forty-five (45)
sortiocs worc. flown, ILow clouds and hezo procluded most of the scho-
duled afternoon alr operations,

6 June 1953 -

No air operations due to adverse woathore
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7 June 1953 -

The Task Force replenished in ecarly morning., Flight opere
ations were bogun at 1425 whon the woather cleoarod, Thirty-cight (38)
sorties worc flown,
8 Juno 1953 -

Commoneing at 1049, sixty-six (66) combat sorties werc .

‘rurecheds
9 Junc 1953 - ' ‘
Air opcrations bogan for tho BOXER at 0259, Eighty-ocight
(88) sortios woro flown, Tho BOXER obsorved its 59,000TH landing
cstablishing a now Floot Rocorde :
10 Juno 1953 -

4 total of ninoty-fivo (95) sortics woro flown. Tho DOXER
roplonishéd during thé night,

11 June 1953 -
One hundred and thirty (130) combat sorties wore launched.
At ebout 1124 ENS W, W. SPEAR, USNR, 557934, VF-194, flying an AD=4NA
BuNo 126950 was forced to ditch his aircraft due to power failure
east of Kangnung, Koreas Ho was immodiately rescued by the helicope
tor bascd at K-18, tho amorgency landing strip.
12 June 1953 - |
Air oporations bogan at 0602 and a total of twenty-two (22)
sortios wore launched, Tho Task Force roplonishod at night. Tho
following dispatch was rocoivod:
CTF-77 1315222
"THE BOXER DID HER FULL SHARE IN A TEAM PERFORMANCE TODAY WHICH
WILL PROBZBLY BE REMEMBERED EVEN MCRE BY THE ENEMY TH/N BY OlRe
SELVES X L GREAT PERFORMANCE™
13 Juno 1953 -
Onc hundred thirty-ninc (139) sortics woro launched,
14 Juno 1953 - |
BOXER aireraft flew ono hundred and thirtywono (131) combat

wbo
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sortics. At 0643 RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, Commander Carrier Division
ONE, ombarked on tho U,S,S. LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39) relicved RADM R, E.
BLICK, USN, Carmandor Carrior Division THREE, as Cormander Task Forco
SEVENTY-SEVEN, During tho night the Task Forco roplenished.

15 Junc 1953 -

Commoneing at 0557, BOXER aircraft flow onc hundrod and fortys
soven (147) combat sortios, At 0906 LT JOSEPH (n) ARKINS, USNR, 428709,
VF=19/, flying an AD=4ANA BuNo 125754, was forced to ditch his aircraft
forwnrd of tho ship duo to powor failurc on tokooffe Tho pilot was
roscucd immodiatoly by tho BOXER's holicoptor and sustained minor back
injurics, Tho Task Forcc roplonished during the night.

16 Juno 1953 = .

A total of onc hundrod and twenty-four (124) cambat sorties
woro launchod by the BOXER, Tho Task Force replonished during tho night,

17 Juno 1953 -

Commoncing'at 0430 tho BOXER launched sixty-four (64) sortics.
The Tesk Forco roplonishod in the afternoon and during the night,

18 Juno 1953 -

: No air operations were conducted due to adverso weathor ovor
tho Task Forco and the Korcan poninsula,

19 Junc 1953 -

_ Advorso woathor 1imitod alr oporations to soventy-oight (78)
sortios, At about 1130 LT D, H, OPSAHL, USNR, 407367, VF-111, flying
an F9F-5 BuNo 126204 was forcod to ditch at sca duc to fucl oxhaustion.

_ Tho pilot was roscucd by holicoptor and was tokon aboard tho U.S.S.
ST PAUL (CA-73) for troatmont of back injuriocs,

4t 1715, tho U.S.S, BOXER (CVA-21) aceompshiod by the U.$iSi
CUSHING (DD~797) doperted Task Forca SEVENTY-SEVEN in accordanco with
Con7thFlt Op<Ordor 190340Z, onrouto to Yokosuka, Japan, for & pericd .

of maintonanco and rests Captain M, Bs GURNEY; USN; Comnanding Officot;
U.S.S, BOXER (CVi-21) was OTC,

- Tho following dispatches wero roceivods
Con7thF1t i904142

"COM7THFLT APPRECIATES THE IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION OF THE BOXER TO
THE KOREAN CONFLICT BY REMAINING IN THE OPERATING AREA AT A
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CRITICAL PERIOD OF THE CAMPAIGN FOR A PERIOD OF 38-DAYS AND
DELIVERING OVER 2600 AIR SORTIES AGAINST THE ENEMY X WELL DONE X
VADM CLARK SENDS" "

CTF-77 1910502

"I NOTE WITH PLEASURE COMSEVENTHFLT 1904142 X YOU HAVE CONTRIBUTED
YOUR SHARE LND HAVE EARNED A WELL DESERVED RESPITE X RADM JOHNSON'"

20 June 1953 -

Enroute to Yokosuka, Japan, At 1112, aftor boing rofucled, the
U.S.S. CUSHING (DD=797) was dotachod from oscort duty.

21 Junc 1953 -
At 1651, tho BOXER moored to Piodnont Plor, Yokosuka, Japan,

LRT 11T Porformanco of Ordnanco Material and Eguipmont o
(Soemivtr—bapartent—Roport) SE& pACE 24 # PRy WL Enee (7

DiRT IV Battlo Damaso

No battlo demago was sustained by the ship, Soc Enclosuro (1)
for domago inflicted on tho onemy and for that suffored by BOXER
aircraft,

PART V Porsoz_)gol

é.. Casualtics

(1) Thore woro no combat casualtios sufforod by Ship's

Conpany porsonnol as a rosult of cnamy action, At 0215, 13 May 1953,
LOVELESS, Fdward Glonn, BM3, USN, was lost at soa as a rosult of fal-
ling over tho bow of the ship and drowning, LOVELESS was on watch as
tho Lookout Supcrvisor and was proccoding forward on Flight Dock to
inspeet tho starboard bow lookout station, In doing this ho nornally
climbod down to the lookout station on a laddor just aft of the fore
vard odge of tho Flight Dock, but in this instanco ho ovorshot and
fcll ovor tho bows CIC conned tho roscuc vossol to the scono. Only
a life ring which had boon dropped whon LOVELESS foll over tho sido
was rotrioved, '

iir Group porsonncl casualtios arc roported in cnelosuro (1),

be Porformanco

. (1) An avorago of only 1998 cnlistod porsonnol conpriscd tho
ship's company during this poriod., Moralo was oxcollont, Intonsivo




"onwtho-job" training supplomonted by training poriods during lulls
in oporations provod highly satisfactory and gratifying as notod by
the optimum officicncy of the vessol with a limited numbor of sonior
potty officors, During this poriod 220 porsonncl wore advancod in
rating including four POl's to Chiof Potty Officors. Of tho average
of 1998 onlistoed porsomnol in ship's company, 773 worc potty officers
and 1225 nonratod, Of this total an averago of 73 porsonnol were
absont on TiD, including 5 men on annual leave to the Philippino
Islands and 8 mon on cmorgency loave to tho continontal Unitod Statos,
During tho poriod 27 onlistod porsonncl woro trensforred to othor
duty and 15 mon roportod aboard, Onc onlisted man from an accompany-
ing dostroyor roportod aboard for a four day visit with his brothor
in tho Marino Dotachmont, Eloctronic Tochnician ratings aro still
critically short with no roliof in the forescosblo futuro, Supor-
visory ratos in tho Cormunications group arc eritically short although
adoquato and woll=-trainod strikers arc assignod,

(2) Therc was a total of 117 ship's company officers on
board during this pcriod, 5 officers wore detached and 4 officers
roported, 12 officers havo ordors for detachment and 25 officors
aro ordoerod to roport, Of the numbor ordered to roport, 13 arc
EnsignS. ' )

(3) Twonty-throc Wardroom guosts from tho othor branchos of
tho Arned Forcos and tho HMS OCEAN woro ontortaincd during this poriod,
including 6 UN civilien corrospondents ond roprescntatives,  Visits
varicd from one day to throo wooks,

(4) There was a total of 27 Mast casos during this poriod,
7 Summary Courts-Martisl and 2 Special Courts-Martial woro awardode

ce Ipaining

: (1) Tho Training Room was uscd for Divisional training class-
os, supervisod group study, rato treining, progross testing, hoalth
and hygicno locturcs, church sorvices, and rocrcational movios on ro-
plonishnont days, Tho I&E program obtainod and still is in tho procoss
of obtaining 25 high school diplomas and high school aquivaloney core
tificatos from high school principalls and stato dopartmonts of oduce

etion,

(2) 55 GED tosts (high school lovel), 6 (collogo levol) and
4 ECC tosts worc administored, Aftor-hour classcs in English end Math
woere ostablishods A collogo lovel counsoling progrom was launchod and
resultod in 40 mon teking collogo ontrance oxams from univorsitios and
collegos throughout the U.S.s Lack of spaco for tosting has hindored
the I&E program. -




d. Public Information
(1) Total nows roleascs and foaturc articles originatod
during the poriod of this roport aroc as followss

(2) 10 nows foaturc storics.
(b) 27 nows photo roleasos,
" (e) 2 homotown foaturo storios.
(d) 1,141 homotown nows storios (Ship's Company Rostor).
(o) 53 homotown nows storics (Ship's Company Rostor).
(£) 81 homotown nows storios (VF-151 onlisted men's Rostor),

(2) 4 considorablo amount of additional public information
naterial was rolcased in cooporation with Commandor Carrior Division
ONE, -

(3) Four onlistod journnlists from ComNavFo wore on TAD to
ConCarDiv ONE, Working with thc ship's public information offico,
thoy roloasod a total of 17 feature storios, 31 homotown foaturc
storics and 24 roccorded radio intorvicws.

(4) Two onlistod radio corrospondonts from tho Koroan
Lrmod Forcos Radio Notwork rocorded 16 interviows aboard.

(5) Tho following civilian corrospondents visitod tho BOXER
to write foaturc storics and intorviow mon from thoir rospoctivo arcas:

(a) Tys Torway, rodic station WMBS, Momphis, Tonn,
(b) Goorgo Sislor, Momphis Cormorcial-Appoals

(¢) Jack Foisic, San Francisco Chroniclc,

(d) Gordon Gemnack, Dos Moinos Rogistors

(o) Bi1l Mooro, Kensas City Star.

(6) & combat camora group was on TAD to tho ship from NAS
Atsugl, Japan. Thoy shot 5,000 foct of motion picturc film in pre-
paring o novic=tolovision rcleoasc covering all phasos of tho BOXER's
operations, tontativoly ontitlod, "The Pugilist",

(7) Tho Ship's Public Informaticn offico publishod tho ship's’
four page photo-offsot nowspapor daily at sca, using current ship's nows
and wiro-sorvico nows rocoived by redio-telotypos 4 spocial four pago
Sunday supplonont foaturing shipboard itoms was also publishod,

6, Rol Ac t
. Protostant Biblo classos worc hold wookly at 1800 t0'1900.
Thoso classcs wore held on Tuocsday and Sundey. Protestant Communion

sorvice was held on tho second Sunday of cach month, Protostant Divine
Scrvicos worc held on Sunday at 1000, Iattor Day Saints sorvicos woro




