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DECLASSIFIED i e
EQLESIS Wby | , _ DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:

C DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
From: Commanding Officer - DOD PIR 520040
Tos Chief of Naval Cpera ions ’
" Via: (1) Commander Carrier Division CNE
(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet
(3) Commander Naval Ferces, Far Fast
(4) Commander in Chief, U,S. Pacific Fleet

Subj: Action Report for the period 13 December 1951 to 3 February 1952

Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction 3430,k

%

Encl: (1) Carrier Air Group FIVE Action Report, 13 December 1951 — 3
February 1952, (P4}
\«

1., In accordance with reference (a), the action report for the rericd 13
Tecember 1951 to 3 February 1552 is herely surmitted,

FART I COMFOSITICN OF CWil FCRCES AND MISSION:

a, At various times during the period of this report, Task Force 77 was
composed of the following units: USS ESSEX (CV9), ComCarDiv CNE, RaDM J..
FERRY, USN embarked, US VQMLEY FORGE (bVAS), ComCarle FIVE, RADM Foe Wo Me-
MAHON, 'USN embarked, USS ANTIET:M { LV%) US55 ROCHESTER. gwl%), USS ST PAUL

6473), ComCruDiv om R&DM E, E. STONE, USN, embarked, USS MaNCHESTER (CL83)
and wnits of De%troyer Division 12, 31, 72, 91, %2, lll 122, 132, 131, 151,
152, 171, 172, and scort Destroyer Division 11, 12, . . o S

b Purlng the subject reriod, the USS ESSEX (CV?) operated off the East:
coast of Korea in accordance Wluh CTF 77 Operations Crder £2-51 (1st & 2nd
revisions), plus supp*emenua; p¢ans and orders issued during uhe perlod

The mission of TF 77 was prilarlly to support the United Nations ground
- feregs In Korea. The support missions included close support, deep support,
armed and photog.arhic reconnaissance, interdiction of enemy supply llnes, and
strikes against eneny 1nstallatﬂors. s : :

FART IT CF?ONOLGGY'

13 December ZEnroute from operating area to Iokosq&a, Japan in acpordance w1th
CTF 77 dispatch 1005407 Tec,

14 December‘,l510 moored port side to, PledmontyPier; Yokosuxa, Japan,

15-25Dec, Yard availability, rest, and recreation period, training and
upkeep, Yokosuka, Japan, , i
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26 December

27 Decerter

28 December

29 December
30 December

31 Ilecember

1 January 52
2 Jaﬁuary

3 January

L January

5 January
6Jamay
7 Jaﬁuary

8 January

9 January.

Jnderway Yokosuka, Japan for operatlng area i accordance with

CTE 77.04 dispatch 2301A0a Dec,

Prqceedlng to operatlng area.
Conducted refresher Air Operations, Joined Task Force 77 RalM -
J. FERRY, USN, Commander Carrier Division ONE, relieved RADM

F. W. McMaHON, uowmander Carrler Division FIVE aS OTC,
Corducted Alr Operations;
Conducted Air Cperatiors,

Task Force replenished, The following message was received

from Commander SEVENTH Fleet addressed to Cormander Task Force
SEVENTY-SEVER, M"YOUR STELLAR TFERFORMANCE CF YESTCRDAY, ESPECTALLY
THAT COF ESSEX aIR GROUP FIVS IN kiilhu 123 RaIL CUTS, WAS A FIT-
TING CLIMAX 70 THE YEARS VCRK WHICH Ha3 SEEN TASK “OHCU 77 HITTING
THE ENEMY FROM THE BC MELIhm TC RASHIN X MY WISH FCA THE NEW YEAR
I8 THAT YOUR EFFCRTS WILL CONTINUE WITH EVEN GREATER SUCCESS alND
THUS HaSTEN THE VICTCRY WHICH Wi 4Ll SEREK X VaDM ﬂARTIN SENDS

Condusted 4ir Operations.
Conducted Air Cperations.,

A 20mm gun installed in a F2H Banshee accidentally discharged
due to a broxen treech block lock and air pressure loss,  Five
men were wounded when the high explosive shell hit a FOF Panther
2nd exploded, Four men were listed as nou serious and orie was
listed as critical,

Task Force replenished,

Conducted Air Cperatiors., The following message was received

from Cormander SEVENTH Fleet addressed to CTF 77 "IHE MORE RED YOU
PUT CN CTR INTERDICTICN CH&RT THE LESS RED AICE AND AMMO GET TO
ITS LESTINATION X TODAYS PICTU. £ IS THE MOST SATISFYING YET X
KEEP UP THE GOCD WOK X VaDM MARTIK SERDS™ '

Conducted Air Operatiors. 0745 F9F BEWO.‘123532 crashed over
enemy terrluory - exploded on impact., Probable cause AA fire,
Pilot (ENS. J. H. RIPKELTCN) 1isted as killed in aotion,

- Task Force rep’enlﬁhed

Conducted Air Operatlons.

' Gonducted dr O,erations. 1145 iD3 BUNO, 122750.crashed over

snemy terrltory —~ expoloded on impact.. Probable cause 44 fire,
Pilot (ENS R. G. KELIX) listed as kllled in action. :
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Task Foree replenished,

Conducted Air Opefétions.“'1235’~'AD'BUNO; 122339 was seen to srﬁn
and crash shortly after takeoff, After a normal carrier takeoff.
plane jettisoned l-one thousand pound bomb then climbed abruptly -

- to an extimated 300 feet, made three shallow turns to the right,

the last turn steepening into a nose down diving spiral, . The plane
sank immediately after striking the water, Two helicopters condusted
a fruitless search for the pilot, No radio transmissions were re—
ceived from the pilot at any time. Cause unknown. Pilot (LTJG

Ju H, GOLLZR) listed as killed in the line of duty..

Conducted Air Operations,

Conducted Air Op rations. Captain WalTEx F, RODEB, USN, relieved
Captain AUSTIN W, WHEELOCK, USN, as Commanding Cfficer of the USS L w

ESSEX (CV9), The following message was received from Captain

- WHEELOCK addressed to Commander iir Group FIVE "UPCN BEING :(GLIEVED -

AS COMMANDING CFFICs.. OF THE ESSEX I WISH TO CONVEY MY DEEP ATPPRE™ '
CIATION FOR THE OUTSTANDING ACCOMPLISEMENT OF AIR GROUP FIVE X

YCUR SUFERB FIRFCRMANCE HaS BEEN a CONTINUAL SOURCE CF INSPIRATION

TO ME AND THE GFFICERS AND MEN OF THE RSSEX X I WISH YOU THE BRAST

CF LUCK FOR THE FUTULE AND GOOD HUNTING X SIGNFD CaPTeIN AUSTIN W.
WHESLOCK - '

1210, F4LU BUNO. 62982 hit by A4 fire, ditched 5 miles Bast Mayang—

Do, Pilot (ENS E, R, HARRIS) picked up by U3SS FORTERFIEID, . No ir-

juries sustained, ' :

Conducted Air Operations.

Conducted Air Cperations, The following message was received from

Commander” Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN sddressed to Task Force SEVENTY-

SEVEN, M"COMNAVFE 1402127 QUOTED FCR INFC QUOTE SUCCESSFUL CPARaTICNS
TASK FORCE SZVENTY-SEVEN ON 5 CMA é aND & JANUaRY IN DESTRCYING

HEAVILY DEFENDED KEY RATL aND HIGHWAY BRIDGES WEST OF YaNGDCK

MOST GRATIFYING X SFECIAL PrEDaWN CFERATIONS 12 JaNUARY NETTING 2

IOCCMOTIVES AND 36 RAIL CARS DESTROYED AND 2 ADDITION AL LOCOHOTIVES
DaMAGED 4150 NOTED TITH PLEsSURE X CONSIDER SUCCESS THESE OPARATIONS

REFLECT ASTUTE FLANNING 4D SKILLFUL EXZCUTION BY GOMMANDER TASK

FORCE SEVENTY-SEVEN A4S WELL sS QUTSTANDING PxRFCRMaNCES BY ATR
GROUP PERSCNNEL X WELL DONE X VaDM G, T. JOY SENDS UNGUOTE X THE

. FLANNING REFIECTS THE COMBINED KNCVLEDGE saND BEXPELIENCE CF BOTH

STAFF AND FLIGHT PLASONNEL X THE SUP-ORT PROVIDED BY THE MAINTENANGE ﬂ;]
X ORLNANCE D FLIGHT DECK CHEWS MADE IT FOSSIBLE X THE CCONTINUED S
PERFO.MANCE OF TASK FORCE 77 SUPPORT: AND SCHREEN VESSELS PERMITS
SCHEDULING OPER2TIONS CF TEIS NaTURE WHENEVER Al OFfCRTUNITY IS

CFFSEED! .

1125 AD BUKO. 122313 hit by A4 fire, ditched in Wonsan Harbdr. 
Filot (LT F, J. FEENDERGAST) picked up by USS MaCKENZIE,. .No
Injuries sustained, - . k S :
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Conducted Air Operations,
Task Force repleniéhed.:
Conducted 4ir Operations

Conducted iir Cperations, 135C. F2H BUNC. 124945 crasted over
enemy territory - expleded on impact. Probable cause 44 fire,
Pilot (MuJOR F. N, McCULI¥M, USAF exchange pilot serving in VF 172)
listed as killed in action,

Task Force replenished,

Conducted Air Operations. The following message was received from
Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN addressed to the ESSEX and ‘
ANTIZRTAM "WELL DONE TO BOTH Cadi.IfSRS FOA THEIR WCRX TCDaY WHILE WE
REGRET IOSING 4N azLi DOG, WISCONSIN'S WINDMILL MaDE 4N EXCELLENT
RESCUE X HurE IS THE SCC.E WITH WIGHT HECKIERS STILL OUT, RaIl, CUTS
137 BAIDGES 5 DESTROYED 2 DaMaGED X RR CaRS 6 DESTRUYED 32 DAMaGED
X LOCOMCTIVES 2 DaMAGED X BYPASSES 2 DESTHOYED X THOCPS 15 KILLED"

Conducted Aiir Cperations. 1005 FAU BUNO, 43033 hit by enemy 4AA fire,
Pilot (LTJG J. &BECTT) bailed out 20 miles South of Hungnam, was
picked up by ROCHESTZR helicopter and transferred ‘o Yokosuka Naval
Hospital for treatment, 1015 F4LU BUNO, 62943 crashed in enemy
territory, Tilot (LIJG E, V, LANEY) in attempting to drop a life
raft to ROCHESTER helicopter crewmen in water fouled tail of plane
with raft causing crash - pilot picked up by HOCHESTER helicopter,
no injuries sustained, ‘1225, AD4 BUNO, 122807 crashed in Wonsan
Harbor, Probable cause enemy Aa fire, Pilot (CDk P, N. 3RAY)

ricked up by CIE 95,21. Wo injuries sustained,

-January
Jaﬁuary
January

January

January
January
January

Janeary

Conducted Air Cperations,

Task Force replenished,,

air Operations cancelled due to weather;

Conducted Air Cperations, F9F BUNO, crashed in Wonsan Harbor,
Probable cause enemy 44 fire. Pilob (LTJG‘L. R. CHESHIRE) listed
as killed in action, o o : '
Conducted>Air Opsrétions.’

Task Force feplenished,

Conducted Air Operations, |

Cénducied Aif‘Operations. 1025, D BUNO, 122325 ditched in Wonsan

Harbor, Probable cause prop failure, Filot {CDi P. N, GFAY) picked
up by the USS TWINING (DD 540), ro injuries sustained. The following /|

message was received from Commander SEVENTH Fleet "THE OUTSTANDING . /

CIN

. ] . Lt ) .
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B . DECLASSIFED T T

 FERFORMANCE OF ESSEX D HER ATR GROUP DURING THE PaST OP-HaTING
FERIO) HAS ENDERED TELLING BLOVS AGAINST THE ENEMY X 1ELL DONE X
VDM MARTIN "

31 January Conducted Adr Operation53

1 February Task Force replenished., L145 RADM F, W. MGMAHON USN, ComCarDiv
FIVE, relieved R«DM J. "ERRY., USN, ComCarDiv Ohb as CIF 77,
1330 Took departure TF 7y proceedlng tao Yokosuka, Japan with Com- -
CarDiv ONE embarked, in accordance with CIF 77 2909087 FEE,

2 February Proceeding to Yokosuka, Japen;

3 February 0%45. Arrived Yokosuka, Japan for rest recreation and yard avall—_
ablllty.

PART IIT ORDNANCE: | | .

1+ Expenditure of Air Crdrance,
See enclosure (1)

2, Expenditure of Ship's Crdnance for training,
a, For the period 13-31 December 1951: None
b, For the period 1-31 January -. 1952: None
¢, For the period 1-3 February 1952: None - , .

3, Comments on Performance of Ordnance.

a. Performance of Ship's Ordnance Equipment: The'performance of ship's"
ordnance equlpment was satisfactory,

PANT IV BATTIE DAMAud.“" L,
‘1, Ship

a, On 26 and 27 December enroute to the combat yone the-ship sustained
minor structural darages as a result of heavy seas as follows: '

(1) Three 3”/50 ready boxes were torn -from thelr bases on the fore-~
castle, All were recovered ~ :

(2) Four Tife rafts were carried away off the port Side'forward. -

(3) The starboard ’orward boat boom was broken, only elght feet, re—
re*ralneda e e, . : - v

(4) Framing on.+he rain and second decxs (frame 20 to. 26) was dlstorted
due to heavy seas hitting the flare of the sh*p.

(5) Indentations were made in the ship's hull on the port side at frame
7 and the deck depressed at frame ® (Compt A-Aol—a). , o K
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(4) The- port correr of the spray shield around Secondary ﬂonn was forced
up and tack: approx1mately elght inches, o .

(7) The gasollne llne, port side frame 20 CI deck was crushed.
be On 4 January a welded seam opened in the sea chest of 4-50V, fiooairg
the void with 22 feet of water, This same seam had b=ep opened on 22 November

1951, Repairs were made” b] thp s Force,

2. Damage Inflicted on the Enemy.
See enclosure (1)

2+ Damage Inflicted on ESSEX aireraft,
See enclosure (1)

PAKT V PeiASONNEL FERFORMANCE aND CaSUALTIZS:

- 1. Performance,

Under the heavy workload of continuous operations, the performance of all
personnel has been excellent and morale has been a faotor requiring no speeial
attention,

2, Casualties,

a, uhlp s Company

Cn 3 January 1352 the fo¢low1ng men were wounded as a result of shrapnel

and flylng debris caused by the accidental diseharge of a 20MM automatic gun in !

a F2H Banshee aircraft,

FERRIER, C.- L, G526 99-80, SN, USNR, Multiple shrapnel wounds, back with
traumatic section spinal cord, Flaced on sick and eritical list..

LECKLEY, A. D. 422 02 57, 44, USN, Shrapnel wound, left leg, Wound

'dreSbed ard returned to duty. 7 ' ~

LaMBTAT, G, D. 571 78 80, Sa, USN, Shrapnel wounds, left elbow and right.

buttock, Flaced on sick list, not serious,

LEARY, M, M, 755 7% 85, AFaN, USN, Shrapnel wound, right foream, right
buttock and right knee, Flaced on Svi llS £, rot serlous.

WOODSIDE, J, B, 342 85 27, 402, USN Shrapnel wounds multiple right leg
from hip to ankle, Placed on sick 1ist, Not serious, . e L

b, iir Group FIVE |
" See enclosure (1)

L AN




am— DECLASSIFIED
1. Pginecring Department

a. The Engineering Depértmehf experiencéd no Canualtiésfduring:this
operaticnal period, = . ‘ el R

b. Recommendations,
None

~Ce Steaming Data .
15-21 Dec 51  1-31 Jan 52 1-3 Feb 52

Miles steamed 2,502 - 11,306,8 1134,2
Frel 0il Received 776,192 zal, 1,588,469 243524
Fuel 0il Delivered DD!'s 82,526 7al. 163,651 - 28,644
Fuel Consumed {underway) 427,700 gal, 1,641,000 194,450
Fuel Oil consumed {anchored) 73,650 gal, - - - - -

Average Speed 18.2 knots 15,2 knots 19.4
Hours Underway 132 T4 - 57.8

2, Alr Demartment
a, Catapult and Arresting Gear

During the pericd of this repert Catapult and Arresting gear op-
erations were normal with the following exceptions:

The platform for No, 5 barrier air cylinder, located within the is-
land structure aft (Remair V111l locker) was reinforced with walded 1/4 inch
‘plate, The platform, constructed of two 1/4 inch plates, is welded boxlike
at the deck-bulkhead seam, ¥Yith movement of the air cylinder both the bulk-
head and deck plate would work, causingy a torsion of the platform, and cant-

' ing the air cylinder so that the pistan rod wedged on- the-side of the cy—-

linder. As a result the barrier rera.ned approximately 10 to. 12 inches a-—
bove the deck. With additional bracing fere and aft, the twisting action
was eliminated, .~ . ' : : :

. PDuring the.past six months of omeraions it has been determined con-
clusively that the jet starting units, installed under the edze of *he
flizht deck acdfacent to the catanults, have not justified the space and
maintensnce reguired by them, At the heginning of this period the starter-
units were used, hovever, several times planes could not be started when
the signal was 7iven, but immediately after the launch were 1it off satis~
factorily with a starter jeen, "he use of the units was discontinued due
to their extreme unreliability, and thereafter the cud nroblem was gréatly
recuced, Starter -jeeps have since been used exclusively and there is .rarely
any difficulty “n keeping the catannlts "fed” in spite of the fact that the
jets are;stafted,onlny;A minutes before launch time, and that during a
16-nlane jet launch anywhere from 24 to 27 engines have to be started.

Using the starter jeeps, jets can be turned up anywhere on the flight or

- hangar deck,

b2
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Dnring this ¥our on the line, qevere cold wEather was eheountersd.
After three weeks of such conditions it wag found nécessary to FHvé ceértaln
flight deck pérsonnels, “esneclally plane directcrs, relief FTrom all duties
for a short périod, usually 4 hours. With the flizht deck crew 25% under
cotipkéfent, proportichately lonser hours of work have beén required of all
hands, 7This, pius continued cold sesther and high wingds acress the flight
deck, have hastened fatioue, This wrackics (chort relief from all Euties)
has paid big dividends in better leadership and hizher morale,

b. Opérating data for Décgmbér 1951 and January ahé Febfuary 1952.

15-31 Bec 131 Jan 1-3 Feb,
Arrested Landings 226 _ 1,929
Catanult Shots {starboard) 62 541, None
Catanult Shots (rort) - 60 559
Gasoline, (gallons) 131,762 gal, 21,074,687 zal
Lub0il Symbol 1100 ' 1,147,321, 4,583 gal -
LubOil Symbol 1010 P48 gal, 5,3¢7 zal
BubOil Symbol 1120 : 300 zal, 2,405 g2l
. Aleohol AN-A-2/4 15 »al. e
Alcohol AN-A-17 2% gal, 43 zal

- - 3+ Supply Department for the period 15-31 December 1951.

a.'Aviation Sfores : -

(1) Mo particular difflculties were experienced in obtaining aviation
stores material. :

, (2) Approximately 150 tons of‘aviation storés representing the last
~major replenishment of stock in this area were received

b.'vGene*al Storeé

. (1) Services rednered by the CASTOR, ELECTROT, Fleet Activities,
and CT% 92,5 were excellent during this nerlod The CASTOR wWas particularly
~ outstanding due to the short period of time i% required to screen and fill
_7requistions.

(2) Approximately 75 tons of JSK materials were receivcd.

et fo1d itév_ iRy wﬁn 35
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Co Ship’s Stores

() During the inport perlod of 15-26 Decemb9¢, stores recelved from the
afloat activities were 39% of those ordered., The avallablllty of cobbler,

tailor, and laundry supplies appears to be critical in this area, A4 fair
assortment of other standard items is still availasble, Additional requirements
rlaced on Fleet Activites resulted in 6% completion, ' :
(2) ibout é tons of stores were received dufing this period.
d. Clothing and Swall Stores
(1) Very few C&SS items were ordered during this pericd,
‘ (2) A1l items were received with the exception of marks and service ‘
stripes, size 32 dungarees, and work gloves, T

e, Commissary Cfficer

(1) No comments on services while in rort, Heplenishment at sea is
decidedly preferabtle to replenishment in port,

(2) Received L6 tons of provisions from USS GRaFFIAS and 16 tons from
Fleet Activities, Yokosuka for a total of €2 tons,

T, - Disbursing

(1) W2, 1040 and 10L0A tax forms were ordered tut not procured from
sources in this area, No receipt transfers of cash while in port, Fifteen
deposit record books were received by transfer from Fleet Activities Disbursing
Offlce. ” :

(2) Topnagp not appllcable.

For the period 1 Jénuary to 15 January 1952.f

a;AAviation Stores

The perlod 1 Januany 1952 was critical for the AVlathn Stores Group.
The 180 day initial allowance of spare parts (approximately 18,000 items) -
insofar as high usage and critical items were concerned, stocxs were falrly
well exhausted by the end of November, 1951, although stocks were reorderpd
~as low limits were reached, 510 requistions were pending on 15 Jenuary, re-
prosentlng about 1200 1tems due, Qf these 1200 items 19 were pendlnv on a .
Priority 4. ba51s for AOU alrcraft :

Curing the first two weeks of January, 5 of the Prlorlty A 1tews were
received by CODFISH delivery, The oldest pending Priority A requ1st101 is dated .-
29 November 1951, for a nose asqembly for an AD-LNL APS-31 radome, stock nwmmber
R82-DG~5320466-50, . Delivery is ;ndefinlte due to inability of centractor to
meet requirements because of tooling redesign, :




- Four i3 a‘rcraft were H0G bccahse of the crltlcal ghortage _propel ors,
stock’ number R87-ADD~P100017. - Up to 1 Jamuary, 19 propeller changes had been’ - !
‘made on the ESSEX AD aircraft, with the 4 pending m@ﬁlng a toth of 23 to date; o
abparently thls requirement is unusually hlgh. ST e s
Mutual support between the carrlers in the ooeratlng area cont 1nued to
be of great value, . No ship has failed to send over an 4G rart, if available, -
The importance of this informal sourse of supply cannot be ov=r»Pmphasized o
-The last time the Aviation Stores Group was replenished at sea by. the USS . —
JUPITER (AVS-8) was on 29 October 1951, and we do not expect to replenish at i
sea again until 31 Janusry 1952. chlenlokment at sea is advantageous and
greater utilization of this method would improve deliveries of aviation rarts
~which are most necessary at this time, particularly in view of the present ex-
tended period of deployment of this ship. o

b General Stores

(1) The sys*em of turnishing standard stock contirues to be excellent,
There has been no shortage of important items.

(2) Electronic and machinery spare parts are the most diffisult to re—
place. Although replenishment sources have furnished available spares promptly,
only about 30% of the items required can be obtained in NaVFZ area, Replenlsh
ment from FROCO is comparztively slow with the result that stocks on board are
diminishing progressively,

(3) Thrbuéh the combined efforts of CTG 92,5 and CT3 2.1 to procure
critical spares; CCDFISH air deliveries;-and cooperation between all ships
in CTF 77 exchangirg parts, we have had no major equipment shut down for lack -
of spares, o : B S : o

(4) During the period which is covered by thls report the Shlp has
. _been_ operatlrg in a very cold climate, Experience during this time has.proven: = = .. _u=
that alll of the type of winterization equipment as allowed has been adequate, -
Considering that this ship is allowed 2,250 complete sea gqutfits -of clothing, -
it is suggested that specially consturcted storerooms be provided,  This o
-~ would greatly fa0111tate issuves and provide for better ‘care of the clothlng o
while in stock, - :

c, Commissa'

, Cre hurdred and sixteen tons of prov1q10ns were recblved from the USS
 FELANIS (AF11) in less than two hours; up to the present time abtout 48,5 tons-
per hour was average, The serv1ce bds been satls*ac ory except for some of the

~ highly perishable fresh items such as’ leutuce, tomatoes and celery. It is
suggested that the AF's notify ships present when they take on their fresh
provisions so the larger ships could loai a month's ShpL]y, thus allmlratlng
ey09551ve handling and facilit atlrg sortlng of perlqbab¢P items, - ) -

An 1temlz¢d llst of all prov1s*ons carrled by the sunply ships would be mutually
helpful; along with instructions on the most expediticus. means of replenishment,
. such as, suggestive quantities, better time to ordgr, ‘at sea or in port, and

it ers. that the »F would like to move, - , T . : 2 A




d Blsbur31ng?

The last detalls of the~tran n from old to new pay records was. ' e
completed,. Income tax forms, (W= ) wltpholdlng Statements,
alstrlbut’on to all hends. : A A

e, Clothlnp and Sna14 Stores

i

The following items are dlfflcult to obtain in suff1c1ent quantltles
to maintain adequate stock levels, and at present are at the low limits,

Trouser, Dungaree, Sizes 31 and 32.
Socks, Black, Cotton, Size 103,
Service Stripes, Blue

Branch Marks

f+ Ship's Store

By the use of severzl display tables at scheduled times, the shiﬁs
store has been able to present souvenir items to ship's company.: - This-method
has teen necessary since these items can not be displayed along w1th other
merchandise because of the inadeguacy of show space in the ship's ‘stores,

Lo Administration

The complement of this vessel must be maintaired at ‘the autborlved level
of 2040 enlisted. personnel in order to carry out the mission of the ship durlng
the present type of deployment, MNo problem existed with respect to personnel.
until the change in deployment schedule whith required that meny deserve Petty -
“Officer persornel be transferred from the ship prior to its departure for the
. continental United States, Corrective measures have been taken to cover the

additional period of deploymen+ bJ the orderlng of ”short tlmer” persornel to-
the Shlp. » R S o o

5. GIC

, The otowage and correo+1on of the. CI C allowunce of H O. charts have proved
" to hea problen. The number of Dortfolloe sent to_the Shlp for CIC has been
-far more than required for any particular cruise, In fact durlng the: present

action in the Sea of Japan ocne- char was used for weeks on end, and once a month -
: three or four addltlonal uharts were used prOCeedlng to and from port. :

In the meantlre correctlon changes to the entire allowanCe of cbarts con- -

re prepared for . . -

tinued to be received rogulariy. In order to keep up with these changes. critical . :

. radar rates were taken from their primary CIC jobs, 4t ‘times, due to the ship's-
steady operation, personnel to record the changes have not been qullable
otherw1be.




 the Operatlons Department in

" stow the CIC. allowance,fac1l'
' overcrowded the Operatlons Depa

, It is recommerded that; deratlon be glven to a? allor—mude" allowarce

. of H, O, charts for CIC based upon the particular cruise or operation in.
wrlch the ship is expected to be involved or that the Navlgotor‘s allowance be

augmented in certaln cutegorles upon which: CIC mlght draw for its needs,

6. Communlcatlons

As a result of improvements in communications effected during the fourth
period of oper=tions, ESSEX was able to carry oub task force communications
responsibilities mors expeditinusly than any rrevirus perind.

CW Circuits

Following requests initiated by this command, a reassignment of freguencies
was made bty the area commander for the Tactical =air sdministrative ret (Joint
Operation Center, Korea —mnet.control ‘station), Two additional daytime
frequencies (designated Z-29- ‘and Z-30 in the current edition of 5th air Force
Communication Operating Instruction #29) have greatly benefitted conditions
on this circuit, Circuit ;-65, ussd.on a continuous 24-hour basis  prior to the
new assignments is nhcw emplo red primarily as the night frequency. E ‘

“he use of the Task Force.Common CW circuit (designated Ch.3c in JaANAP
195-B) has been extended and its value increased by the relay through a
destroyer in TF 77 of traffic to and from Task Force 95 — specif,, TG 95,2
wnits (with the screen commender intth “arce designating the guardship),
This destroyer closes down on C4,3¢c to tr asmit to TF 95 units on CL4.3a, .Cn
an experimental basis, this arrangement ...s proved highly satisfactory,

- © 11 other CW circuits have been operated as before, ~Experience has proved
 that the "renlenishment" circuit (CRe) is best guarded by the flagship, ard

- the guardship of the wea~recco 01rcu1t a551gned ta a carrier or: crulser in
_comp.ny. ‘ . . ,

Numerous (end it is felt, ‘excessive) orders for shifts of frequercy on the
- 7Tth Fleet Command net (Clé) contlnued to be recorded durlng thls perlod of
v,operetlons. o L - .

Radloteleuvpe Clrcuwts'

: An evaruotlon of the Otal dally hour's oper tlng tlwe of the Shlp-to—

" shore RaTT circuit with NDT, Tokyo, has pointed up the ‘great advartage of

this method for oleerlrg S/S traffic. a 15-day test estlmaoe has shown that

the flagship was in teletype communications with the ‘beach an average of 20— .

© plus hours daily, Excellent eooperetlon has been obtained from the shore

. facility during this perlod making possible the successful Duplex: oporatlons

_serving units afloat,  ias flagship, ESSEX cleared traffic from the beach to -
commands such'as Com?trFlt and. CTF 95 in addition to transmitting almost all -

trafflc reoelved from +he force for shore statlon relay by means of thls 01rcu1t.




ivTo a largegex+ent the success of

of the’ TBA-model transmltter. NDT. supplemented the number of frequenc1es av:

- able to CTF 77 adding frequency 619a to the frequercies allocated by Circuit -

44,8 (refer JaNAP. 1954B) - A lower. frequency than-any that had been prev1ousLyft‘
allocated, Cl9a has proved an ideal working frequency for night transmissions;
the dlfflcultles from dusk~to—dawn interference’ (evaluatedras other TTY trnas~-
mitting stations ashore) encountered on AL,.2a and 44.8b have been effectively
reduced, NDT has further improved teletype communications by adding.a fre-
quency in the VLF band (123 kec,) for dusk—to-dawn Fox broadcast as well as for
Duplex purposes with this command (when acting as flagshlp)

Voice Circuits:

The conditions on the circuit with JCC, Korea, cortinue to leave room for
improvementy this command'!s request for a change, particularly in the fre-—
quencies assigned to the circuit at night, has not been acted upon to date,

With the receirt of TED transmitters on bozrd; the testing of this new
equipment on circuits such as the Flag Conference net is plarmed., Cn the last
day of this report the freguency for this circuit was changed from 286,6 mc
(T5) to 307.4 me (T3).

NOTE: The first TED fully installed has been used successfully on the. Task -
Group Commanders net (RATT); designated circuit Té — although a full evaluation
is not possible at this time,

Anterma Installations:

, A letter to BuShlps is ‘be:.nf7 prepared requestlng a clarification of the
conditions requiring the rigging end unrigging of whip antenna:(5 forward, and
8 aft), ESSEX! ‘average daily loss of transmitting time on the forward whlps
. has been about. 3% hours; on the after whips, about 45 minutes. Primary cause of.
" this loss has been the plane-gassing operations for whlch the "de-energizing"
of whlps has been required,

e Trafflcrva , |

A preli,inery traffic enalyels for the period 1-31 January 1952. indicates
the following volume of incoming and outgoing traffic by radio, visual means,
‘and mail, Only total flgues are shown.,

Incoming — 22,861 ;7?, Outg01ng - 5 AB?

Personnel" o

Due to the fact that six key personnel elglble for transfer volunteered
to remain on board until the 'ship's return stateside, communications has been.

_able to operate effect tively (Condltlon III Watch ochedu;e) w1th enl*sted ,,J"
' personnel a551gned as follows. - . o FR




' “lRé‘d‘io &
reletype
Main Gommunicationsv
Signai |
Pos% Cffide

TOTAL.

#* Includes L Marine -Detachment personnel sdrving..as messengers,

® peusg

*
=~

. Ship's Company < .

33

Qi L
Sns

L

Rl
I

85

15

- 100

N.B, The total of 100 personnel is believed the minimum number with which a

flagship can fulfill its communications obligations,

7. ALir Intelligence

a, Fhoto Interpretation

The majority of photo interpretetions during the pefiod were d
to the preparation. of flak mosaics for distribution t

evoted
o all carriers operating

with the force, These mosaics were prepargd for the major strikes as well
as routine rail cutting and were well received by the Air Groups embarked,

approximately every 2 or 3 days.

positions which meke it imperative that
positions, occupied or unoccupied, in order t
of their presenee, These mosaics, once prepare

required photo coverage
The enemy has ubilized previously uriccuppied
photo interpreters annctate all gun
hat the pilots will be aware

d, were sopied, printed, and

assembled in book form for easy reference on the pilots! knege p&ds or chart

boards,

. For the latter portion of this peried, the F2H-2P have beenvOperated‘to.

supplement the coverage cbtained by the F9F-2P, Arrangements with the &ir

Ferce for twn K-38 36! cameras were success
the F2H-2F!'s which enabled them to photograph
at 15000 feet and still obtain scales suitable for flak a

fulj the cameras were installed in -
the Ligh intensity flak areas
nalysis, The K-38-

photography is far superior to the K-17 in that cne run is required to cover
an area which heretofore reguired three runs, ~ '

- In View‘of the abo#e, it is highly re 7 ‘
" ments deployed tn WesPac be eguipped with planes capable of ac

. K-38 cameras.

Air‘GrOuﬁ FIVE h=s now completed four full menths in;the Korean operating
area using origin. 1 - charts covered with frisket papery ~As far as can be -

determined the charts show all indication of being fully serviceable for
' another period, IR . : : o

14

cdmmended:that future photo detachér
commndating

Cn
particularly intense flak concentrations it was found that new positions were
irmstalled in a matter of 48 hours or less and therefore

%




DECLASSIFED

8, Phﬂtozraphz

a. derial Fllm Dryln

: The fllE?dTY;Dg problem was - temporarlly solved durlng warm weather R
by installation of two aerial film-dryers in one of the heated uptake spaces. .
Luring the past tw~ mrnths of cold weuther operations this uptake space lost

a considerable amount of its heating power, Durlng the warm weather the aerial

£ilm dryers (E-18-D-~79)4 Morse A-5) were operated in the uptake space at the

maximum speed of five feet per minute, During cold weather it has been operated

at approximately two fcet per minute,

OFFRATING SPsEDS ~ND DRYING TI:ES

Qperating Speed of Dryer Time recuired.for drying'200' roll

5 feet per minute ‘ 40 minutes | .
4 feet per minute 50 minutes

3 feet per minute 1 Hr . 7 minutes

2 feet per minute . o 1L Hr 40 minutes

1 foot per minute '3 Hr 19 minutes

MaXIMUM OFERTING SPEEDS CF DRYUAS ON BORD

E-18-D-794 ' E-18-D-7964
Morse A5 : , : Model "J" IR
5 feet per minute - ’  3 fcet per m1rute

With the addition of a heater unit (b— 8-H-3 AS—BOO) for the Model "J"
aerial film dryer the maximum speed remained three (?) f@et per minute,-

b. Matte Print Dryér

The matte print dryer (E-18-D-2820), used for Q”mne print dnylng, has
ween operated at the rate of three feet per minute requiring one man to operate .
cap¢ble of drying either cne.or two rolls at a time,  During this operating
period the matte print-dryer was speeded up to- the rate of six feet: per minute,
requiring two men for. drylrg one rnll or three men for drylng two - rolls
31multaneously.‘ :

The faster drvlng was accnmpliihed by 1nstalllng reels in the overhe“d for
hanglng approximately LO! of Sonne paper, The paper was sponged or squeegeed and
then advanced over the reeld inte the dryer, This partial drying has been found
necessary to remove enough moisture in order that the higher rate of drylng
six feet a minute could ke malntalned The dryer 1tself was. speeded up by u51ng

" a smaller- sized pulley.‘~' ~




. Speéd of matte print = Time req; to aver, time'per No, men feq. No, men req.

" dryer dry 1 200t  roll 2 rolls at to dry 1 roll to dry 2 rolls‘
— roll © a time, at a time, at a time.
3 feet per mimute 67 Min, 34 Min, 1 1
6 feet per minute 34 Min, >18 Min, | 13 -3
12 feet‘per minuﬁe 18 Min. 9 ﬁin. ‘é 3

Thegslity or type of Sonne paper has been a major factor in the drying
problem, Experience has proved the dryer can be operated very satisfactorily
at & feet per minute when the Sonne paper dees not break down, It has been
found that the majority of the Sonne paper being used, (Kodak Resisto Rapid,
Navy S/N E-18-P-228 Cont. No, AF, 33-038-15597 Spec, No, 67) has broken down
in processing, allowing the solutions to get to the paper base and resulting
In slower drying to remove mnssture,

USE_OF F—£6 20" C.MER4 IN FOF_2P ATRACRAFT

in F-5€ 20" camera has been used during this cperating period in the
FOF-2P aircraft for shonting aerial oblique photograrhs, This installation
was made primarily to shnot color transparencies, This was done to utilize
F-56 color film on board and to minimizethe quantity of solutions recuired
for processing, Handling of the 7" width film has been easier than for 9" film,
Previcusly , only K-17 12" or K~17 &" could be mounted in the Banshee in the
oblique postion, Brackets were installed on trunnions for attachment to the
camera, The handles of the camera were removed, and the handle bolts were used
to secure the trunnicns to the camera todies, The forward trunnion nn the
camera was fitted into one of the mounting slots in the aircraft camera mount
which is used for installation of the K~17 é"; while the rear trunnion on the
camera (fitted in place of the rewind handle) was fitted into one of the mount—'
ing slcts used for installation of the K-17 12", Mounted in this menner the
camera Ns an approximate depression angle of 10 degrees, The oamera can be
momted with the aperture and shutter speed knobs at the top for convenience
in making the desired settings. ' ‘

Fourth Operating Perind 29 December 1951 through 31 January 1952

Total nember of photograpric missionsxfldwn , » 81
Tofalinﬁﬁbef of}rbilé'fiiéd "v | ; R ‘ 104
Avéraoé number exﬁbsureévper roll o E R 73
Total number Qf>§,X'9;B/N negatives used L i - _‘ f’ ) /,A6659A
Tbtal numberldf éﬁxVIBvB/W iegativeé used il N ' ‘" 1271
'Total‘numbér of 9 X,’féélbr transparencieé wsed . . 188

6 -

- -

. M»"-m e




Total number of

Total number of

Total numBer

Average time
Average time

Average time

film marking.

of

to

to

to

f .

= CLASS]HED

9 x 9 B/W prlnts made'

9 x 18 B/W prlnts made s
prints made ~

TIME PRODUCTICN FIGURES FOR FCURTH PERIOD
DECEMBER 1951 THRCUGH 31 JANUARX“IGEG‘

process & wash one roll.
dry cne roll cf film,

meke first flash print and deliver to

Average time to identify, mark (grease pencil) and
deliver flash print to F,I, Cfficer,

hverage time to mark one roll of

£ilm (computed from

time of delivery to film marking until time returned
tn laboratory for distribution printing).

average time for one set of marked prints to P,I,

2 Hr

(This print made from marked ncgaulvcs) Time comput@d
from time of delivery of film to laboratrry from film
marking until completed set of prlnts delivered to

P, I, Officer,

JERTAL THOTOGRAFHY PHCDUCTION

124 Min 6 Hr

20 Min 9 Hr

95,160

Running Time

- 71 Min 1 Hr 11 Min,

69 Min 2 Hr 19 Min,
8[4]. Min 3 Hr 14.3

Min,

70 Min 4 Hr 53 Min,

57 Min,

17 Min,

15T PERIOD THROUGH 4TH PERICD 24 AUGUST 1951 THROUGH 31 JANUARY 1952

Total number
Totai number
Total nurber
Total number

Total nﬁmber

Total number.

-Total number

Total number

Total number

~
OL

of

of

of;

of
of

of

of

of

missions floﬁn

B/M rolls filed

color rolls filed

9 X 97B/W negatives used

9 x'IBJB/W negatives used
9VX1§ color £ranéparencies used
9‘in9vB/W priﬁts_made  \

9 x 18 B/ prints made

all prln ts made

263
369

216,081

‘515,252

231, 333

Average exposurea per roll(fnr 1st, 2nd?rd hth operatlngprrlnd) 6L
17/
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" RECORD OF ¥-25 STRIKE FHOTO LTH OPERATING PERIOD

<9 DFCEMBER 1951 T”nOUuH 31 JnNUARY 1952

Rolls taken

Total possible exposures

Total exposures taken

Total usable exposures

Total unusable exposures

Total negatives filed

Rolls not used due to poor techniques
8 x 10 prints made '

(2ND, 3RD, AD LTH OPERATING

75
1588
1067

786
315
118

1770

PERIODY)

4, OCTOBER 1951 THROUGH jl JalJaY 52

Rolls taken
Total possible exposures
Total exposure taken.
Total usable exposures
. Total uwnusable exposures
Total negatives filed
folls not used due to pror technlques
8 x lO prints made

209
L1483

© 3360 .
2284
1081
355
15
5325

FHOTO

RECOED CF K~l7 S
TF

TH
- LTH OFERATING PuidCD 20 DECED

CEN

1KR
EER

% 1951 THROUCH 31 JNUAKY 52

Rolls taken

Total pe==ible expnsures

Total exposures taken
- Total usable exposures

Total unuszble exposures -
- Total negatives filed

Rolls not used due to poor technigues
-8 x 10 prints made

7
280
280
%0
1150
45

o

675

GUN CsMERA FOOTAGE

1. Gun onamera fontage has been handled in the following manners,

a, The unexpnsed magazines ‘have been drawn from,tbe Shlp s photographlc

laboratory by the Fetty Cfflcer in charge of the K~3—A process ing machine

b, The magazines have then been ‘titled with pllots' names: and squadrons
on each individual roll \magaz*ne) of gun camera film before installation in
the aircraft, The magazines then ‘have been delivered to the SJuadron ready.

rooms and placed in the pilots' boxes.

o s

b
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Cce Loading magazines in‘gun’éaméras has been the pilots! responsibility
with actual installation made by their plane captains, -

d, Setting of the lens and the number of frames per second has been done
by the Petty Officer processing the film, Special attention has been given
to quality of film and necessary lens adjustments,’

e, Following each flight the plane captéins have removed exposed film
from the aircraft for delivery to the ready rooms.,

f. At 1800 daily the Petty Officer in charge of processing has obtained
all film in the ready roomsfor delivery to the K-3-A processing room, - The
film has been processed and editedthe same night in order to have the finished -
film ready for delivery to the ship's photographic labtoratory, The sguadron.
representatives have then called for the finished film for eventual agsessment,

PROCESSING OF GUN CaMiia FIIM TO A NEGATIVE

ADVANTAGES | _ DISADVANTAGES
Greater latitude in exposures, I'ilots have difficulty distinguish-
- ing objects for identification,

More film processable without
changing solutiens,

Little upkeep required on tanks since
solutions containi nn strong acids.

PROCESSING OF GUN CaMERA FILM TO a4 POSITIVE

ADVANTAGES , , . DISADVANTAGES
Pilots have little difficulty = Exposure is very critical,

identifying objects, : _ .
: ' Solutions must be renewed fre-
. quently,

Tanks reguire tonstant cleaning
and maintenance due to the use
of sulphric acid and sodium
hydroxide used in the reversal
solutions, N

2. Footage»Procéssed.

1st Period’ 2nd Period 3rd Périod.jggﬁfferiod ~ TOTAL -

- B&W Negative 11,000 ‘69001 8500! - } <5 - 26,800!
BEW Revossal - - — .- - == 13,000 13,000
39,800
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T e D[CLASSIHED :

ProceSsiﬁg Problems

a. Spots and streaks on the £ilm apparently csused by potassium bi-
‘chromate notthproughly dissolved kefore use, The bichromate settles to the
bottom and forms on the sides of the bleach tank adhering to the film prior
to re-exposure,

b, The film does not dry when machine operated at 13 feet per minute
as recommended T, C. 10-10-25,

3, Viewing and Evaluation of film.

Due to the high speed of Banshee aircraft gun camera’ fontage obtained
has left much to be desired, Frame rate of the present cameras has not been
fast enough to keep pace with strafing runs over target area, The jet aircraft
do not begin to pull out of their dives at sufficiently low altitudes to enable
the focal length of camera lenses to produce an image large enough for satis- . >
factory evaluation, ’

K~17 STRIKE THOTOGRAPHY

A X=17 24" camera was used during this eperating period for strike
photographs in conjunction with K-25 strike photography. It was desired to
obtain a useable size image of bomb damage from a higher altitude than the
altitudes from which K-25 (f/1 63/8" ) strike photographs have been made,

A camera capsule was designed by VF-54 personnel to accommodate the K-17
24" camera, This capsule was suspended from the wing in the same manner as the
K~25 except it was hung at stub wing station left, The camera was electrically
operated; vacuum was supplied by a venturi tube, Installation and photography
proved very satisfactory; however, the capsule with camera was lost in action
.on 15 January 1952. . L T e : R RREEerEr
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Cory to‘ : :
CNO (Advence, airmail) (2) ’ ~ USS ANTIETAM (CV36)
COMATIRPAC (Advance, airmail) (2) USS KEARSARGE (CV33)

- CINGPACFLT (Advance, alrmall) (2) GG 5 (5 . :
COMCARDIV ONE 1 BN o1'(c 0 s R, : ‘
COMSEVENTHFLT _ . CVG 15 « ' '
CCMNAVFE ' . CVG 101
COMCARDIV THREE : , : CVG 102
COMCARDIV FIVE - : ; AIR TaSK- GROUP ONE -

. USS BOXER (CV21) _ ’ COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP

. USS PRINCETON (CV37)- ' ‘ (CDR W. W. BitEHM)

- USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVAL7)
USS VALLEY FO4GE (CVL5)
USS BON HOME RICH4RD (CV31)




