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ol o : DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INJERVALSt'
Kef: (a) OpNav Instruction 3480.4 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS |
Enel: (1) CVG 5 aAction neport for the period 18 AB%%Q@ ?3@? to- k'/n

19 September 1951

1. 1In accordance with reference (a), the action report for the’
period 18 august 1951 throurh 19 oeptember 1951 is hereby sub-
mitted: ) , . :

PahT I Composition of Own Forces and lission:

1. During the period of this report, Task Force 77 was com-
posed of the following units: Uss ESSEX {CV9), COMCARDIV OKE,
KaDii J. PBR<Y, UoN embarked: USo 30N ROilE RICHARD (CV31l): USS
S0%ER (CV2l): COMCARDIV THri£Z, KADM %. . TOMLIoON, USN em- | '
barked: Uss L&EW JIRsAY (BT762), COMSEVENTHFLT, VaDii H. H. HaRTIN,
USN, embarked; Uoo HEZLANA(Ca75); COMCRUDIV THR&3S, nAbLM. R. BE.
LIBBY, UoN, embarked: Uos TOLZDO (Cal33): Uss LOS ANGAZLZS (CAl35) -
-and- units ofxﬁestroyereDiVisions;lz,»51,;131,;13233151,;171,mand;I,~z-ﬁa
iscort Destroyer Division 11 and 21. OTC was COMNMC.ARDIV ONE,

R 2. During the subject period, the USS Zo53a (CVS) operated off
the east coast of Lorea in accordance with' CTF 77 Ovperation Order -
No., 22-51, plus supplemental plans znd orders issued during the
period. . SR - SRR RERPy

_ The mission of TF 77 was, primarily, to support the United - .
Nations ground forces in Korea, which was advancing north of the .’
38th parallel. The support missions included close support; deep i

~ support,; armed and photo reconnaissance, interdiction of enemy .

supply lines, and strikes acainst enemy installations, RS

. PAKT II CHROKOLOGY: ~ -

PA

S (Particulars regarding loss of aircraft are covered‘inf"f RS 4
S CaG 5 report.) s - ‘

'SR ORIGINAL




PART it CHAONOLOFY

18 August~

21 August

22 august

23 ifugust

2L August

25 August

26 August

2% Auguet

28 Auvgust

29 Lugust

~ power on take-off (Pilot &

0600K - Underway from Yokosuka Japan for combat operat—

Cing area in accordance W1th COMC&iDIV ON:i dlsnatch 1711542 '

Aughst.

During the period 18 to 21 hugust, 1951 the Shlp was ma-
neuvered to avoid typhoon "1iGe", Heavy swells resulted
in slight damage to thé ship. See PinT IV,

it OO1LK, the ship experienced a roll of 25°, During the
afternoon the Air group conducted familiarization flights.
2052K, USS ANDERSON (DD786) joined the ship as escort.

Joined T¥ 77, Ships present ineluded; UsS Niii JEHSIY (13%2)
USS BOXER (CV21), USS BON HOMM: wICH/RD (CV31) and various
destroyer divisons. Commenced combat air operations, No ser-
ious difficulties were encountecred at this time or subsequen':
ly in meeting the operational commitmznts. This is attributed
to the training afforded in the Hawaiian area with the iAir

Group embarked. OIC and CTF 77 was COWC DIV OHE, (i.DM Jo
PERRY) in USS ESSEX,(€V9). e

Conducted air operations, Afternoon portion of flight sche-
dule cencelled due to weather, O830K —~ Lost first aircraft
and pilot, (Pilot LTJG FRANTZ) in F4U BuNo. 62920, Filot
became separated from Flight Leader over enemy territory -

“in vicinity of Wonsan Harbor in instrument weather and was

not seen or heard fron thereafter,

Conducted air operations, 080LK, 1 AD-4 Bu.No. 123987 lost
ENS STAICKLAND) made water 1and—~
ing ahead of ship. Pllot rescued by hellcopter.

Conducted air operatlons.

Conducted air dperatione. On pfe—dawn launch, about 5
minutes after take-off, an AD-LN Bu.No. 124051 was ob—
served to burst into flame- in the air and crash.'*llot

- and one crewman (wllot LTJG SKITH, end BLACH, P., ATAN)

were not recovered
Replen*shed

Due to weather in target area and local weather condltlons,
launched only ASP fllght.

Conducted air operatlons,

v2‘




ey _'j

- — . {DECLASSIFIED =+ .

30 august . .Conducted air operdtlons. 22h5h FLU<5NL Bu No. 124558
: - (Pilot LTJG ENOx) flew into water while on down wind -
leg of his landlng pattern after completing a night
heckler m1351on.ﬁ Filot rescued by screen destroyer.A

31 August Conducted alr operatlons._

1 oeptember Task Force replenlshed and conducted AA flrlng pract1c=‘

2 September Conducted air operatlons. Lost 1 “Ad 4B Bu No. 97530,
: Pilot ENS BaT#iaN was forced to bail out after plane
cau;bt fire enroute to target area., Filot was recover-
ed by helicopter attached to shore bombardment unit in
Jonsan Harbor. TFR2H's taken off all flic¢hts except
CaP due to suspected catapult hook cracks.

3 beptember Conducted air operations, Lost 1 4D Bu No. 123967

' and pilot (Filot LT 3ISTAUNL) due to enemy action.
Filot was seen to crash aporoximately 15 miles inside
ﬂnemy territory. Lost 1 FCF Bu ko. 125122 (Pilot
4l SKISTHUKG). Control locked, due to enemy iad. -
Pilot was able to regein control of aircraft. Bailed- ;'
out over friendly alrfleld Ii=3. Flane crashed and
burned.

L, September Conducted air operations. Lost 2 F9F!'s Bu No. 125102
and 12713% and pilots (Pilots LTJG BR4MYELL and LTJG
AOoHFORD). Both aircraft crashed and burned in the
vicinity of Ilaengsan. . .

5 September Task Force replenished and conducted aa firing.
6 beptember Conducted air operations.

7 oeptember Conducted air operations. 0730-0&30K conducted =A
~firing practice. 1 4D Bu No. 123960 was hit by enemy
a4 fire and was ditched off Wonsan Harbor. Pilet

CDR GRaY-was rescued by shore bombardment destroyer. '

8 September Conducted air operations. Lost 1 F4U-4B 3u, No.
62974 due to enemy zaction; pilot LTJG ~CREING was
rescued by shore bombardment destroyer after flying
his damared plane from over enemy territory to the
vicinity of .onsan Harbor. Lost 1 AD Bu-No. 123949
and pilot, LTJG PARSE due to enemy action. He was
observed maklng a bombing run when his plane burst into
flames, crashed and exploded in enemy territory, CU-
6489, "F2H's reassizned to all fllghts with no ex-
ternal ordnance howevor1

9 September Task Force replenished.




“

‘ld’éeptember

1 September

12 September
13 September

14 September

‘, P n w—— <

Conducted alr ooeratlons.;go‘

' Conducted air operatlons. On landlng, 1ost 1 I°‘2H BuNo 12&983

(Pilot LTJG TREADWILL) on taxiing from arrestlng gear, lost all
braking power, plane rolled over side, Pllot rescued by he11c0p~
ter, : N : L .

Conducted air operatlons. S .
Task Force replenlshed At 15001 launched recco, strlke fllghts.

Conducted air operations., At 1830I lost 1 ADW Bullo, 124762, Land-
ing hook caught catapult bridle on take-off and bridle wrapved
around vertical horizontal stabilizer. , Excessive vibration set in
and pilot was forced to ditch inside the screen. Pilot LT O!'BRIEN

~ and crewmen were rescued by helicopter and destroyer.

15 September

16 September

Air OperatlﬂnSwereIJLated due to weather over the target area.
Weather recco, CAP and ASP only flights launched. . S

: r’r'

Conducted air operations., At 18231 F2H BuNo. 124968 (Pilot LTJG .

CIGILLAR) with air brakes extended made an approach for a deferred
-~emergency landing having been in a mid-air collision prior to re-

17 September

18 September

19 September

20 September

~turn to the ship. Wheels touched deck but aircraft immediately be-

came airborne, cleared all three barriers, landéd forward on flight
deck, and crashed into aircraft parked forward (starboard) on
fllght deck, Total loss of aircraft: 2 F2H BuNos. 234978, 124966, -
and 2 F9F BuNos 235131 and 125128, destroyed by fire,- Personnel
casualties included 3 known dead, 4 missing and 16 injured, Damages
to the ship are listed in PART IV However, damages did not prevent
continued air operations, but all starboard catapult launches were
discontinued until 1nspectlon.and testing of the starboard catapult
revealed no demage.

Conducted air operatlons.

Conducted air operations in the zorenoon. At 11151 301ned replen-i
1shment forces to “eplenlsh.

Conducted air operations. At 06061 1 AD Bulo 123991 (Pilot LT
BRYANT) lost power on take-off, aircraft made water landing shead. .
of ship and sank. Pilot recovered by Z3SEX helicopter. At 17121

~ 435EX left formation in company with US3 HALENA, CORTDESDIV.21

less USS ‘ALLJR to proceed to Yokosuka, Japan for limited avail- ' -,

“ability in accordance w1th CQM7THFLT dispatch 1300082 September.

Enroute to ‘okosuka Conducted Ad flrlng prectlce with towed
sleeves. L ;
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v wasme 7. % DECLASSIFIED |
21 Séptembér Enroute to kaosuka. Conducted AA firing practlce. Arrlved Yoknsuﬂa;
- :{ moored port 51de to Pledmont Yler - l7h2I Gedet <

FART III ORDWANCE':

l.' Expendlture of Air Ordnance. o
See enclosure (l) R

2e uxpendlture of Shlp's Ordnance for tralnlng.

20 MM 11,968 rds
3"50 Cal 1,478 rds
- 5"38 Cal 385 rds

3, Comment on Performance of Ordnance Material and iquipment.

« 3 percent of the bomb vanes for 1,000 pound bombs were recelved with bad
spot~welds. The venes fell apart when tested for tightness, This is considered
dangerous in that tail fuzes could be armed in the air,

b, Several bombs of all types were received with frozen nose and tail plugs,
making it impossible to fuze them, '

c. Mark 6 and Mork 8 parachute flares are received in double suspen31on. Sin-
gle suspension must be jury-rigged, The suspension band received with these flares
cannot be locked on the wing racks. Experienced two cases where aircraft dropped
flares on the flight deck, one on an arrested 1and1ng, and one durlng a catapult
-launch, ‘ _ : ‘

d. Napalm powder received in lot #NY 51175 and NY 5884, mqnufactured by the
Ferro Enamel Company, was in a lumpy condition, apparently due to moisture pene- .
tration, The color had turned a bright yellow, powder in this condition mede a

T

poor mixture and in most cases had to be jettisioned. i ] c *l§“N~
e, Mark 77 fire bombs aré considered impractical for carrier use, espe01ally
" when the reload time is short. These bombs require at least three men to assemble
. and considerable time to fuze. During the assembly, the slightest dent or sgrépe
i on the connccting surfaces causes leaks, Japanese tanks or Mark 12 belly tanks
" can be hung in 10 seconds, and filled in 7 to 10 mlnutes under normal operating
conditions, and are inexpensive, Co

f, Bomb skids should come eqpipped with spare hold;down straps and chains.
g. Ships should have a bomb dlsposal officer and bomb disposal team on boardu

‘There have been several cases of fuzed bombs having fallen off’ aireraft on arrest—.
ed landings, it present, there are no bomb disposal personnel a351gned. B T /

h, A number of 250 pound G.P. bombs heve been received w1th suspen31on lugs
 that are unsuited for use with the Mark 55 bomb rack installed in the FLU-5NL,
AD-2, and AD-N aircraft. The top angle of the suspension lug support’ ‘bracket was.
too great to allow the bracket to be received and held bj the recessed suspension
“hook of the Mark 55 rack.
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' PART v BATTLS D‘MGE. -

wam - DECLASSIHED’
| a. No battle damage was sustalned by the shlp‘ '1(

b‘ hnroute to combat operatlng area durlng period 18-21 August, Shlp encoun~
tered heavy weather and suffered following. damages in the forecastle area.

(l) Seven 3"/50'ready'service lockers were broken loose when sides of logk- :
ers separated from the locker bottom. Cne of these lockers was washed overboard, f’

(2) Twenty-two battle helmets were washed overboard.

(3) One protective clothing locker, type "A", complete with contents was.-
washed overboard, ‘

(4) One 0.B.A, locker (H~O. B.A, capacity) was washed overboard, This lock-
er had been emptied and the contents turned over to the repair locker. ;

P

(5) One-inch steam line (steam heat for secondary conn) was smashed.

(6) Empty case stowage bin located under mounts 32 (port side of bow) was
caved in, one support member broken and another badly bent, The capacity of this !
bin has been decreased approximately 20%. § g

3
i

)] Empty case stowage bin under mount 31 (starboard side) is caved in
sllghtly, decreasing the stowage capacity approxamately 2%.

‘:

(8) Two rlng-type buoys washed overboard and one of the stowage brackets 1s(~ﬁi
bent and is not usable. |

T e T *

(9) The catwalk forward of secondary conn was caved in.

(10) Gasoline line and support brackets were bent out of 11ne (port 31de)

(ll) The forward K 63 dlrector (no.31) was slightly damaged and has been .

_ repalred by the ship!s force.

(12) The two forward 3" mounts were only oamagod to the extent that all
inspection plates and all junction boxes were filled with salt water ‘and had’to j72
be dried out, Onec inspection plate on mount 31 (traln stop buffer) was slightly -
bent, ALl dlscrepanc1es on the mounts have been corrected by the shlp's force. A

(13) The MK 25 Mod 1 antenna mounting and the associated parts of the MK i'.nf
34 Mod 6 radar which is part of the MK 63 Mod 11 gun fire control system was
severely damaged and requlred replacenent.




' . (14) The ladder le adlng to director
stralghtoned by the shlp's force. o

31 was sllahtly bent‘und has been e

(15) Two life rafts, rectangular, balsam WOOd twentyaflve person cgpac—
ity, with all a55001ated equipment were carried away from storage at fr*me AZ,
port side, . \ , : '

(16) a spllt seam in the underwater hull in Compartment nyéOl—AV (chain
locker) about two feet below water line.

Ce As a result of the crash on deck 16 September the ship suffered the bo]ow
-listed damcges.

(1) ipproximately 500 linear feet flight deck planking burned.
(2) 1500 sq. feet of deck planking charred,

(3) 8 stanchions on forward starboard catwalk destroyed.

(k) 2& sq foet of catwalk damaged.

(5) 1 inclined ladder damaged,

(6) 155 feet (various size) of electrical ccble demaged.

(7) 2 light fittings destroyed.

(8) 3 pr sound-powered phones destroyed.

(9) 2 junction boxes destroyed,

(10) 6 stuffing tubes destroyed.

(11) 150 ft. 1 and 1/L" gas hose destroyeds e oo
(12) 1 quarter-inch gas nozel destroyed. | | -
(23) 2 ship's twin 20M{ gun mounts with MK 20 sights destroyed.

'd, Demage inflicted on the enemy,
See enclosure (1).

¢. Damnge inflicted on ESSEX aircraft. . =~ R g
See cnclosure {(1). ' ' L
PIRT V PERSOMNIL PERFORLAMCE J\ID CASUALTLIS:

1. Performonce.

Performance of duty and moralo has been excellent.
4 E




':@&GLASSIHED

a, There were no ocrsonnel ca sualtles suffered by Shlp s eompany personnel
as a result of enemy actlon. ' ; o

2. Casualties.

b. The plane crash and resultant fire which occured on the flight deck on :
16 September caused the fol]ow1ng casualties among ship!s company: '

Two enlisted missing and presumed dead.
Seven enlistud injured,

¢, Total personnel casualties (JSS’" and Air Group 5)

Dead Wounded Missing 1 Injured Total
Officers 6 2 1 3 12
fnlisted 3 0 L 13 20
Total 9 2 5 16 32 ’

Of the above casualties, the following od¢curcd on 16 September when an
F2H plane bounced over all barfriers and crashed iuto parked planss on thu forwerd
end of the flight deck:

Dead Wounded lMigsing Injured Total
Officers 1 -0 0 3 L
Enlisted L2 0 L 13 19
Total . 3 .0 .k .16 ‘ 23

Of the sixteen injurics, fourtecn were burn cases and three were frac-
~tures, one case having a fracture of the femur as well as extensive second de~- - -
gree burns. This case and one other burn case were clessificd as critical. Eight
cases were serious and two of the remaining six cases requlred hOSplt&llZutlon.<
All cases were treated on board until 21 Septermbar, when the critical and serious
cases were trensferred to the Naval Hospitel, Yohosukg, Jcpan. 43) cases surviver
this —eriod. '

PART VI COLILINTS:
i; Engineering,

a, The Zngineering Depertment exoerlenced no cqsualtles duﬂlng thls opera—‘:-‘
tional period. .

b, Steaming data, } e e s

(1) Miles Steemed 16 August (12001) 19 September - 12,643
(2) hverage speed - , : 15 8 xt/hr




emmss U DECLASSIFIED -

" (3) Fuel oil received from tenkers (gallons) 1, 871 308
(4) Fuel o0il delivered to destroyers (gallons) L57 726
(5) Fuel oil consumed by ESSX (gallons) : 1,830,806
Ce Recommendwtlons. f . |
None,

2+ Supply.
a. daviation Supply.

(1) The current section B allowance lists are most useful as guides for
quantities to be carried and a base of augmentation of items required under war-
time conditions. Heavy operating schedulcs and damage to aircraft surfaces from:
anti-aircraft and small arms fire have nccessitated constent revision of high and

low limits on the following groups of items:

(a) 411 aircraft surfaces.

(b) iircraft paints, wexes and kydrolube.

(e) Nosg whecl, main wheel, and mein wheel struts.
(d) ‘ccessorics, pumps and reservoir assemblies,
(e) Firing assembliecs,

(f) Eark 55 bomb racks.

In addition to the above, there arc a nuaber of fleet-controlled
items which require 4.0,B, priority "i" procurement.

B (2) The avietion Storcs Ship, USS JUFIT.R, has been able to supply about
71 percent of the 1teﬂs requested, excluding FRH-2 parts which are requisitioned.
directly from 430, Osklend. The logistic support offered by the JUPITIR is con-
751dered to be excellent however the AVS nizht be able to Drov1de nore complete
replenishments by stocklna selected parts not listed in the Section "3" Allowance

List, since most 40G's aboard the ESSZX originete from a lack of parts not stock—

ed nor intended to be stocked aboard a carrier,

(3) A list of high usage and short supply items thO“oughly coordinated
would be of value. However, operating experience with C.G 19 2nd CiG 5 and the .
receipt of rarked-up alldwmncc lists from othur carricrs indics .tes considerable

veriation in requirements. A screening proc»ss would be be ncf1c1gl if the com~ ;7
p051tu werce promulgated. R _ R

A

£

3




e GSK. - s DEC,-ASS]HED

(1) No: maJor replenlshment of GSK stores have been. mgde, or reqplred Thé.':;;?

only requisitions of: any largu quantltles were submltted to the USS CASL&R whlle e
in Yokosuka, upon first arriving in the Far dast. nPPTOleately elghtyhflve oer~ R

cent of tn» items requested from the CASTOR were furnished. None of the remain-
ing fifteen percent of items not- furnlshed were in the CPlthul cutegory.i

(2) While'at sea, a few critical items of the BuShips and Electronics
spares have been obtained from other ships or received from the carrier on deck
delivery’ plane (COD) after requisitioning from ComServDiv 31, The #SSEX has been -
able to reciprocate in furnishing like items to the other ships in the Task Forces
This exchange between ships is most helpful and advantagecus.

c. Ship's Store,

(1) Ship's Stores sales have averaged $20,000 a month for the period re-
ported on, The inventory limitation of $125,000 requires greater velocity of turn-
over in the bulk stores and requires careful selection of stocks as well as ex~
acting planning for replenishment of 21l items carricd,

e

(2) The l undry is now operating on a 24-hour ba51s, 5 days a week, This
work tl s has been reduced from a seven de vy round-the-clock work week and has re-
sulted in a fr gsh woter saving of approximately 35,000 gallons a weck.

(3) Hours of operation of thz Ship's Stores are from 0900 uniil 2030,

" (4) A system of cigarette rationing has bezn in effect since commission=
ing date, Each men and officer is recuired to have a cigarctte ration card which
is issued by the Ship's Administration Office prior to meking purchases of Tax
Frec cigarcttes. These ration cards entitle ench holder to purchaseone carton of
c1garettes per weck

d. Commlssary

(1) No difficulty has been experienced in the Commissary Group. The 10g¢
istic support in this area has been excellent. However, it is suggestcd that a
list of available Iresh fruits, vegetables, and new and uncommon- items be fur-

nished the operating forces as a basis for the submission ofvrequisitioné;

_ (2) Night ratlons are being furnlshcd men actuellv engaged in nlght work.
At present this involves only about 50 men., The ration consists of two mmat sand-
wiches, one picce of fruit and a pastry ration. The ration is drgwn bj a ‘member
of the working group anrd is taken to the men at their stations. Coffec is fur-
nished by the individual d1v151ona1 coffee messes, Rolls, jems and coffes are
served to one-half hour before fllaht quarters vhen carly morning flights are
 scheduled. Cookies, cuke, or toast and jam =2nd coffee are served to the fllght
deck crew for 15 minutes after fllght quarters on the evenings of late strikes.
It is further planned to have hot soup available at the battle feeding statmons
for all flight deck pers onnul : l ‘




3.0 e Intelligénce: I

~ed. Working space is adequute but storage spage 1ngdequa e, Communlcutlons con— -

1'_ £‘

fa Phy51cul equipment,
The Intelllgunce Office on the ESSEX 1s well equlpped and 31r~cond1tlone f
sist of one ship's phone, one 2JG sound-powered phone and two intercon units;

very adequate, One important change recommended is thot sliding plywood floor
to overhead chart boards repluce the expensive cork panel on the after bulkhead.

i high degree of 1ntvlllgence data is elassified svcret. Thls necessi-
tates making most of the file cabinebts sgeret. Recommend the large size safe be
eliminated and two more file cobinets substituted, :

Each ready room should have & small built-in partition and desk in the
rear for debriefing and for the general use of the squadron AIO. This is neces-
sary even to the extent of removing some rear rcady room scats.,

On £53:X type carriers a window ghould de cut between the Intelligence

Office and Heady Room Three so 2s to znabls the teletypewriter to be seen by tb%

Ao, | \ >
' A space near the ilr Intelligence Offiee should be designated for Fhoto

Interpretation., Print Shop No.2 is now being used for this purposc. 1 file cab- \

inet in the sir Intelligence Office can be set aside as photo files, .1 separate |

space should be provided for znnotation. Part of the gunnery trzining roorm is

not being used for annotcotion of prints,

b. Personnel,

Prior to arriving at the coﬂﬂat area the Intelligence Officer should bv'.
assigned two assistants, The Photd Intcrpre%pr should be one of these if his |
work doecs not require full-time photo interpreter work, It is not necess: ry for
the essistonts to huve attended gn.;ntulllgencc school,

ihen in combat, a 2h-hour watch is neécessary in the Intelligence Office,
This necessitates a minimun of three ship's eniistcd personnel, 2ll of whom must

. be able to typewrite,

c. DMaps, Charts and Grids.

. PR P
PRSIV .

ComhirPac and CINCPAC did an axcellvnt JOb in SUDlean mops and charts,

'Thevgob of storage should be 51mn11£1ed ir the operating arca could be predeter=

mined at ComiirPac and eliminate those mﬁps 2nd ch‘rts for whlch obv1sously thcre

'w1ll be no demand,

~d, Briefings Prior £o En+ering Combat, ‘

- The ‘best method of obtulnlng combat 1nformbtlon of 1ntblllgunce opera-—

B tlon in the area is to have one or two AIO go to the forwurd area on TAD orders.

. Such officers crn either be Adr Group or ship: AIO(S. The £35ZX did this and -
rxoh valuable information obtained,: - ,
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e, Operations. IR : ‘ DECLASSIFIED

It is suggested thut Intelllgence Offlcers have frec aceess to shore bcscd[f*' :
 intelligence -activities. ‘This policy was followed by the ESSEX in its pre—deployh»,:'ﬂff\
- nment period and from the: results obtalned the time was well spent, It was® found - i
" that by following the first alternative of Tesk Force 77 Air Intelllgence Hand- ¢ ks
book "Suggestions for Responsibilities of Ship and iir Group 4IO", misunderstands TS
ings were largely eliminated. Basically it involves separation of respon31b111tle°" :
rether then grouping a1l intelligence under one respon31b111ty.

f. Target Dossier.

It was found thrt the usage of thls meterial did not justify the time in- 7/
volved in keeping it up. It is suggested th:t distribution of such should be re- /!
stricted to staff level,. : S

g+ Recognition,

The materisl avialsble is adequatc but the responsibility of instructing
the appropriate shint!s personncl should be “hzt of the training officer. The Air
Intelligence Officer should be responsible Tor oniy getting the material aboard.

Lo + Navigation, —

astronomical observations were taken regularly with occasional overcast sky .
conditions obscuring the horizon and celestial bodics. dadar novigationzl infor-

mation has been excellent, Loran nav1vgtlon has boen us°blp only durlng the cve-
ndng and morning sightings.

5, Cormunications. - , ’ : .g:jf,
GANERLL ' , : ' S T

- Reporting on station in the operating arca, ESSLX immediately . relieved as task
forcc flagship. The resultant increases in circuit gunrrd responsibilities, in -
volume of radio and visual traffic, and in over-all demands placed upon both per—
sonnel and equipment called for o rapid and effective adaptation to the expan-
sion of communic~tion activities, Heving obtained valuabl: information from re-
ports distributed prior to arrival in the combat zone and receiving excellent-«
~assistance and worth-while suggestions from expericnced staff =nd ship commin-
icators.of carriers (on the line and being relieved), the ship was preparcd in
no small degree for whot might be expected of communicétions in the operating 7

- area, In general, those-problems which were most dif ficult to solve were concern—'
ed with the preparation,routing and handling of messages. Shlp—to—shlp, shlp—uo~‘
shore, and ship-to-aircraft co-munﬁcatlons were highly satisfactory durlng this
period, Conditions which have tended to qualify this cvaluation are con31dered »
below, 274 conversion, as it appllcs to communications; has put ESSEX communlca—

- tions in a very favorable p051tlon to perform operational commitmentss it the
same time, it cannot be too stronc]y_ennhu21bd that an operational maintenance.
‘program is 2bsolutely essential to optimum communic:tions, The matter deserves '
the: greatest considerction due to the almost continuous operation, especially in

respect to MHF/HF r"nsnlttlng Pqulpmenf Recormendatione for improvement, of

’
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The frequencj allocation for communlcatlons with Jognt Opefations Control

Xorea; leaves much to be desired.. Under the present allocation, one CH frequenCJ Vf:
(D188) is available, Since this frequency is in the lower range of the HF band, |

it is not well-adapted to night (dusk-to-dawn) mission. Employment of the high A f
Irequency nOW'uscd For voice communicctions W1th JOC would be “ideal for thls pur- ;\‘
 pose, : '

VOICE CIRUITS

Recormmendations have been made to the Fifth jir Force by the previous task

force commander for a revision of the frequency.allocation for the circuit with

J0C,_ Korea;_ it prescnt three voice frequencies are employed<‘only one (D189) is Eﬁ

N s

sgtlsf ctory. The high frequency mentioned above is only reasonably satlsfactory.\*

RN

In the VHF band, thc‘Frequency designated CL,2C appears to be employed for a s
number of pur poses which has overloaded the circuit, The frequency is used as -
the screen common, secondary tactical, gunnery control, and administrative nets. |
It is recomsaended that the secondary ta actical circuit, ;nAnwrtlcul@r, be assign-
ed a scperate frequency for that . PuUrpose _ alone. In the event of failure of the :
primary tactical circuit for maintenance, the vurden on C4,2C becomes too heavy
often creating confusion on an important circuit.

In Flag Flot it has been necessary to modify the pot-selcctor switches in S
order to make available in each of the speaker-amplifiers all circuits which c(iii‘:'
be remotely positioned in the five stations located in this space. )

v

‘xDIOTELE”YPE CIACUITS

. During thls period of operations, a duplex RATT circuit was set up between ) -
~'the ship and Radio, Tokyo. Although thv clearance of the heavy velume of ship=— - - -2
shore and relay traffic has been erratic on this circuit, the value of the cir-.
cuit can in no way be underestimated. During the next in-port period it is hoped
that arrangements will be macde for improving the utilization. of this circuit,

RADIO JAMMING

Considerable interference has been experienced on all wave=bands during the-
thirty days! operations covered by this report, Incidents of suspected. .enemy Jﬁm- .
ming hove been reported and forwarded to the staff for reley ‘to cognizant commands
Interference on a local basis as a result of faulty equinment (1nclud1ng equip- > B
ment operated on the flight deck and in other parts of the ship) has been thor- ' M
oughly investigated and corrective action taken, . X
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Ffeqﬁent'attentiOn has had‘tq be giﬁen;to the'forwafd and’afﬁer;whiP antenncss -  i
A schedule haslbeen set up for the cleaning and lubricating of this equipment;;"

PER3ONNEL

Officers: During this pefiod'the following officer requiréments‘haVe been
established; CWO's (3) ; Assistant CWOt's (3); Cryptographers (6).

Enlisted: Allocation of personnel has been as follows: Hadio (55 RM's and
Tils -~ including postal clerks); Moin Communicotions (25 TH's assigned dutics &s
clerks, write-up men and messengers); Signels (28). '

Discussion: Only after 2 number of changes and frequent shifting of person-
nel has this distribution proved to “e the most efficacious plan, augmentation of
the ship's force by three staff officers and twelve enlisted personnel has made -
this plan possible, Experience is proving the best tescher and it is hoped that
by the time of the next action report it will be possible to present a definite
and detailed outline and pattern of personnel needs and the fulfillment of those v
needs on a carrier-task force flagship,

6. Aerology.
GENZRAL

The period began with the operating area under the influencc of a southeaster—
ly circulation caused by the typhoon MHaHRGE! which nad become nearly. stationary.
off the coast of Shanghai. On 22 August, "ManGE" began to regenerate as an extra-
tropical cyclone and move north-castward crossing Korca on 23 August, causing un-
desirable flying conditions to prevail throughtout the-day. ‘ '

This begdn the period of transition from the southerly monsoon to the norther—
-1y monsoon.- Numerous week cold front:or trough passagces occured but generally with
little cffect on the weather other than wind direction and velocity. ' ‘

Only on 27 lugust, when a low pressure systen developed over the Yellow Sea
and-moved eastward across Korea, where flight operations curtailed by undersirable
flying weather,

Surfacce wind velocitics average over 10 knots on 13 of the 29 days in the ,
operating arca, Generally there was a noticeable decrexse in velocity during the-
afternoon and light and variable winds during the afternoon prevailed on 9 dayse: ' .

COMMUNIC.ATIONS ‘ o o L

N -

a, FAiCSTEILE,

: Weather charts received via the' facsimile equipment installed in the Aer—
clogical Laboratory were unsatisfactory for'the'following roasons: ‘ :
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| R.DT0 PHOTO UNIT #5 TOKIO | L DEGLB\SSlHED

(A) Reception’ very good durlng dﬁyllght hours 90o rea duﬁle; Vefy bad at n':«Lgh‘cf"  '{'\1
15% rcadable. : S L SRR

(B) Insuffic1unt useful. weather charts transmltted. Only one surfoce chart (109!'+i”
hours old) and one 700 ¥B chart (13 hours old)

Alk FORCS ..T TOKYO (FTequuncy shift — shared with RATT. - not 51multgneous)

(4) Reception very good during daylight hours 907 readable; very bad at night
15% readable, Schedule irregular,

(B) Insufficient useful weather gharts transmitted. No surface eharts.

AIR FORCYE ..T TOKYO (904 frequency shift)

(4) Reception fair; only about 50% of charts recdable.

aIR FORCE AT TOKYO (Sub-carricer frequency modulation — RUIT. and facsimile N
trensmitted sirultaneously) '

(A) Unable to copy.
COLLANTS
Number of weather charts transmitted by r-dio photo unit #5 wes increased on
17 September to include three surface chorts and two briefing charts. /in cddition-

21 increase to four surface charts, two 850 MB chorts tnd two 700 IB charts is de-
sired. .

b, RiDIO TALETYPE

- Reception of weether reports from 4.CS- lokyo by radio teletype in the ler- -
ological Office was considered good during daylisght hours (85%) and very bad at-
nlght ( 50%). During period of outages 4iCS Guam was copied with only fair results

\

COL N ENTS

The most important reports, the Korean, were lost duc to out"ge of the Tokyo
RaTT at the most important time, prior to first launch, Later in the day Carrier .
Pilot Reports were ablc to fill this gep. During the early part of the period T
3182 kes (Tokyo) was able to be copied with better than uv»r<ge results. Later in
“the perlod no signal was heard on this frequency. BRI

7. ndmlnlstratlon:

‘The overall complement of the vesscl in some departments is not adequate. under
extended combat operating conditions. It is believed that an increuée in ship's
company pursonngl to augment the folIOW1ng department~1 nersonncl is required to-
effect o maximum degree of eLf1c1bncy during extended onuratlons under combat

-
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- elevator hnd dronped to the hanger deck level where it rmust be left until the

%

41 men for handling crews,

26 men for gasoline detail,

3 men for catapult,

85 men for ammunition replenlshment

22 men for ordnance and bomb break out.

8. Air Depertment.,

During the period covered by this report, there were 1884 lendings made a-
board, The arresting gear opceroted normally in 2ll respects ond only routine mein-
tenance was required. 931 catapult shots were made, 373 on the starboard machine
and 558 on the port, Operation of the catapults was satisfactory during this per- -
iod, however, on three occasions launches were held up for a period of minutes due
to a loss of electric power., It is believed thnt this was duc to an overloading'?f
the generators thot feed power to the catapult system, and has been corrected,
During normal operation when launching jet aircraft, planes were launched in scem
tions, the second plane being catopulted approximatcly threc seconds after the
first. Launching in this monner will be incrcasingly importont during periods of
poor visibility, when it will be especially desirable for the sections to remain
joincd up, When launching night hecklers or .SP planis, only one catapult was used -
since the othur half of the flight deck forward could be utilized for parking
planes on the bow, .

Gosoline and lube oil cxpenditures were as follows: Gasoline, 1,020,507 gal-
longs; 1120 lub oil, 8,234 gellons; 1010 lube oil, 3,809 gnllons. :

The handling of two types of jet aircraft initiclly nresented several prob-
lems which are in the process of being smoothcd out. The biggest problem with the
F2H aircraft is in the inability to fold or sprecd the wings with gos in the tip
tenks., This has required that the tip tanks not be gessed until the plenc is in

~a permenent parking spot, ready to be toxied out ond up to the catepult for.
‘launch. It has been found thet the most convenient spot for parking has been JLst

aft of the number two elovator on the port sice, with the tail angled outboard * g
and the wings interlocked. In this manner, the wing tip trnks con be gassed, and /R
all the planes scheduled for the launch narked with a minimum use of space. In
the case of a dud-.aircraft, there are only two things that czn be done if plunas
are to be deck launched after the jets are off. If there is only one dud, it oa

be purkud forward of the island, if the nose is ongled inbozard ~nd the tail park~
cd over the sidé. This allows just enough room for the prop aircraft to be deck: A f(
launched, In the case of two duds, the second dud must be put on the number two , f"

launch is completed. The tip tanks nust be d»gussed in order to fold. w1ngs and
stow thc aircraft. v g e

4 tail tow bar has been developed by flight deck personnel, for.reérwafdftowe'» N
ing of the F2H by tractor. This has been accomplished by adding a cushioned sad- N .
dle to the universal tcw bar which supports the after fuselage of the aircraft — °

, : | . :_ ,16 |




. when being towed rcarward,

In view of the recent casualty suffered by this vessel, when an F2H'air6raft~ff;il

bounced and went over all barriers, it is strongly recommended that a higher bap-

} i LRl R
s : : . BRE
A

ricade be installed on the flight deck in order to prevent»anyvrepetition of this

type accident,
9. Photography.,

a. aerial Film Dryers.

, During this first period of dperations, laboratory persénnel experienced
difficulty in drying aerial film fast enough to meet‘operational requirements,

Two (2) aerial film dryers (SN E18-d-796 iiore i=5) were being used in the
chemical mixing room of the laboratory. The high moisture content in the air made

it almost impossible to dry the aerial fi

1m in any reasonable length of time. The
Y {

two (2) zerial film dryers were relocated in one of the uptake spaces near the :

photographic laboratory. The upt
the aerial film when operating t
type dryer is five (5) feet per minute, )

v

b. Photo enlerging naper.

ake space furnished the required dry heat to dry
¢ dryers at maximunm speed. (laximum speed of thic

Prints being produced on photographic roll paper SN Z18-P-328-503 (for
use with Sonnc printer, Rapid Resisto mamufactured by Zastmen Kodak and Company )
are being marked with yellow-brown bloches, These bloches were first noticed dur-
ing the first week of onerations. The bloches at first were believed to be caused
from mishandling by photographic personnel. - One roll of papsr, half of which was
bloched the other half frece of bloches, wos found, It is now the opinion of the.
FPhotographic Officer that the bloches are the results of poor photographic papere

An RUDM hes been‘submitted.

tional period.

Distribution:

CNO (2) direct-airmail’
CINCPLCFLT gvaluation Group (5)
~ comaIAPAC (5) ‘
 COMSZVENTHFLT
COMC..RDIV THREE
- COMCARDIV FIVE
.1 USS BOXER (CV21)

- USS PRINCETON (cva7)

" USS ANTLIT:M (CV 36)

4 detailed report will be submitted on the -
~operations of the photographic loboratory inﬁthe”ngxﬁﬂrgpqry_of7§hg next opera-
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