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U.S.8. PRINCETON (CV-37)
. Flest Post-0ffics
San Francisco, California

DCT/nls
CV37/416-13
.Serial:

0172

SLOTITY INFORMATION hﬁ Alg - B
from: Commanding Officer, USS PRINCETON (CV-37)
o Chief of Naval Operations :
Vias {1} Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN
(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet
(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East
(L)} Commander in Chief, U.S, Pacific Flect | g
Subj: Action Report for the period 4 July 1952 through 6 August
1952

Rel: (a) OpNav Instruction 3480.4 -
(b) CVG-19 conf 1tr ser, 030 of 4 August 1952 (Air Attack
Reports for the period 7 July through 3 August 1952)

1. In accordance with refarence {a) the Action Report for the
périod 4 July 1952 through 6 August 1952 is hereby submitted, -

PART I . GENERAL NARRATIVE

On 4 July, pursuant to CTF 77 confidential dispatch 0106427
of July 1952, thes USS PRINCETON with Carrier Air Group Nineteen
smnbarked dsparted Yokosuka, Honshu, Japan and proceeded to the
operatigg area, On 6 July the PRINCETON rendezvoused with Task
Forece 77. ' _

Task Force 77 was composed of four aircrarft carriers, the’
USS PRINCETON, USS BOXER, USS PHILLIPPINE SEA and the USS BON
HOMME RICHARD, with various heavy support and screening ships,
The USS PHILLIFPINE SEA was relieved by the USY ESSEX midway in
the operating period, | o

The mission of this force was as set forth in Commander
Task Force 77 Operations Order No, 22-51 (Second Revision).

Throughout the period of this report the Princeton air-

group flew close air support missions, interdiction strikes,
and- strikes against supply dumps, billeting areas and industrial
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tu%::s, nong with various type soxties in support and defense
- of ted Nat

ons Naval Yoroes,

The interdiotion strikes oontinued to be made against North
Korean east coast and truu-gcnimulu reilroads, Daylight
strikes wers directed agains bridges, marshalling yards and
A tions of track which were difficull to repair, Kight heckler
and dawn recco flights were made 1n an attempt to oatch the eneay
trains and trucks on the move.

Due to the rather statio conditions which existed along the
front lines olose alr support missions wers linited, A fow wers
flown to maintain a state of readiness should a need for close
air support arise.

Nore and more, the major effort shifted to targets of a-
strategio nature: powsr plants, mining aotivities, faot: 1es,
supply storage areas, et.Catera. ‘

Attacks were ocptinued against the hAydro-elsctric ocomplexes
in an effort to obtain coaplete destrustion. 1In spite of a
major shift of enemy AA 1n defense of these plants the attaoks
were pressed homs with a great degres of success, At the same
time thermo-sleotric plants were brought under attack in the
major industrial oitiss along the saast coast of Korea with good
results,

" Oa 11 July, = joint Kavy, Air Foros and ‘Marine attaok was
made against ustrial turcoii in Pyoggyung, capital of North
Xorea., Participating in the attack, w. och developed into one
of the major air erforta of the Koxrean War, tha NCETON
launched a deck load strike of Panthers, Oarsairs, and Sky-
raiders with good results against the assigned targets. Only
one PRINCETON airoraft was lost in this well coordinated attaock
against heavily defended targets.

Attacks were also mads against industriol targets along
the Bast Coast of Korea, an example of which was the attack of
28 July on the Kilchu magnesite plant and assooiated faocilities.
A total of thirty-eight airoraft, thirteen ADs and twenty-five
Fi4Us, in two strike groups drogpca forty tons of bombs and
rockets on the targets, resulting in sixty psroent destruotion
of the magnesits plcat, o ete destruction of & thermo-
cleotrio plent which furnished power to the esitc plant,
major damnge to a barracks area and three to five ocuts .n the
main reilroad dridge leading south from Kilchu, Other uttacks
egainst similar industrial and mining activities throughout
northeast Korea were equally suococsssful.
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In addition to the major strikes, the Priaccton furnished
neval gunfire spot flights for surfacc units blockading the
coast and CAP and ASP flights in dcfensg of the Force.

Two successful rcscue operations resulted when two Corsair
pilots were forced to bail out over enemy territory after their
piznes were so heavily dameged by flak thoat cngine failure re-
sulted, On¢ pilot landed about twenty milcs northeast of Ham-
hung late in the afternoon. A rescuc attempt was made that
aftcrnoon but failed duc to adverse weather and darkness. A

"~ sceond and sueccessful rescuc attempt was made as soon as weather
permitted the following morning. Thce scgond pilot bailed out
ten miles east of Kilchu and was picked up about two hours later.
In both instances adversc wecather and active encmy opposition
were encountered. The cooperation of the USS IOWA and the USS
FSLENA which furnished the hcelicopters, the tcam work of the
RESCAP members from Air Group Nincteen, and the survival teeh-
iniques and procedurcs of the downed pilots werc considercd out-
standing in both cascs.

On 3 Augusi, upon completion of flight operatlions, the-

Princcton dcparted Tnsk Force 77 and procesded to Yokosuka,
Honshu, Jopan for & period of rest and racycation,

PART 11 CHRONOLOGIC.L ORDER OF EVENTS
L - 6 July

Enroute operating areq,
7 - 9 July

Conducted air operations off Northeast Korea. Three hun-
dred fourteen sorties were flown, 212 of whick were offensive,

10 July
Replenished.
11 - 13 July

Cconducted air operations off Northecst Koresa, ' One hundred
scventy-six sorties were flown of which 117 were offensive.

14 July
Replenished,
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15 - 16 July

Conducted air operations off Northeast Korea. Sixty-one
aorties were flown of which twenty-six were offensive,

17 July
Beplenished
183@3

Inclement weatﬁer condltlons forced the cancellotion of all

alr operations,

12 - 20 July

Conducted eir-operations off Norfheast Korea, Seventy-eighf

sorties were Tlown, 59 of which were offensivs,

21 July
Replenished,
22 = 24 July

Conductgd 2ir operations off Northeast Koresz, Threc hun-
dred fifty-eight sorties were flown, 220 of which were offensivec,

25 July
Replenished,
26 - 28 July

Conducted air operctiocns off Northeast Korca, Two hundred -
fifty~threce sorties wore flown, 162 of which were offensive.

29 July
Replenished,
30 July - 3 August

Conducted air operantions off Northeast Korea, Three huns
drcd twenty—31x sortics were flown, 236 of which \cre offensivs,

b - 6 August

Departed Task Forcc 77 and procccded to Yokosuk , Honshu,
Japan.,

———urios b
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PART ITII ORDNANCE
A, Performance
1. Ship's

One ordnance casualty was incurred during the period:
the left two barrels of LOMM quad mount number 410 were damaged
and thrown out of alignment in both train and elevation when an
FLU erashed into the mount, The spring-carriage and housing arec
sprung to such an extent that replaccment of the entire mount is
neocssary.

One fire control eouipmsnt casualty also occured when
the turning fork assembly (Y4701) of the port after MK. 56 system
ceased to funetion due to an opcn coil, ©Since the necessary sporo
part is not included on thc ship's allowance list, the director
was out of operation for six days pending replucement of the
ne¢essary mechanisn,

The results-of the preventive manintenance progrom and
on-hoard training of meintcnance personnel is reflected in the
low incidence of casualties and the exeellent over all porform nee
of fire control cquipment,

2. Alrcraft

Some difficulty has becen oncoantcrcd'w1th the clectrical

| lcnd to the Dougles bomb ejecotor raok on the AD-4's, It is

rceoiamcnded that o quick~disconncet lead, insitcad of the nrcscnt
sercw on type, bec instzlled.

Hung ordnnnce Report: 4 Juiy through 6 August 1952

Type ' Doug. Bomb .

Ordnonce AERO 144 MK 8 IOD 2 MK 51 MK 55 Ejector Totals

100:#

Frogs 2 5 7

250 _ 3 \ 10 13

1000# _

20004 . ' ' 2 2
5 6 | 0 - I5 2 28

: -~ s
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SUCORITY LNFORMATION

~Disposition of hung ordnancc:

Type Later Releases Remaining Drop offs
Ordnonce monual relecase by jerking on racks on land;ng Total .
100# _ ' ‘
Fruﬂs : ' 1 I 2 7
2507 1 : 7 . 5 13
500# 6 - | v
10003 _
2000 2 ~ 2

B 2 11 7 25

L]

Of the 5, 005 bopbs curricd, & total of twcntv—elgbt bombs
or L, 559 pcrccnt hung up.

B. Expcnditure

Total Ammunition Exﬁqndcd L July through 3 Lugust 1952

UANTI L CODE - DESCRIDPTION
201 - KL . 2000# GP.
383 . o K2 1000? GP
TL0 | K3 5oo£ GP
1934 K - 250i GP
511 X5 1001 GP
8 K8 350# DB AN-MK 54
1102 - K9 220/260% Frog
150 K12 100;# IKC Cluster
2 L Clustcr adcpter ;
b - K1AB Bonb, Frag :83 W/fuzp'
| 30 (T48) .
14 K1,4C Bomb, Frag. M83, W/
' ' : - fuze MlB(Th9)
1189 - K19 : Tuze, Mose, AN-M103A1
1704 : K20 . Fuze, Nosc, AN=ML394)
509 K21 Fuze, Nose, AN-MLLOAL -
92 X23 Fuze, Nose, LN-146
28 _ K25 Fuze, Nosc, VT, T90
165 K26 Fuzc, Nose; VT T50EL
994 K29 - Fuzc, Nose, VT, AN~
| 1168 {T91E1 /91)
305 K30 - Nose Fuze, AN-MK 219
3547 K35 AN-d0042(ND)
743 : K36 AN-MLO1AZ (.025)
587 K37 - AN-MIO242 (.025)

2 K39 ML16  (4-5)

SEC%%ETY INFORMATION : 6
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Total Ammunition Expended 4 July through 3 August 1952 (Cont.|

UANTTTY CODE DESCRIPTION
L . ' K48 Hydrostatic Fuze, Tail
© AN-MK 230 .
18 K49C ?rim$r Detonator, M14
0.1
2596 K49D _ ?rimeﬁ Detonator, Mih:
: : 0.01 :
1337 - L6A 6.5 Head, {ATAR) MK2
1372 18B 5.0 Rocket Motor MK
. .- 10-5
1372 L9 Fin Assembly for 5.0
: MK 2 & 10
59297 . ML 201 HEI, M97
52794 MR 20MM INC, M96
L6093 _ M3 : 20MM AP-T, MO5
154361 ML, Link, 2014 M8 or MSEl
47920 M6 : Cal, .50 API, M8
47920 - M7 - Cal. .50 INC M1
23960 ' M8 : Cal, .50 API-T M20
118700 M9 Link, Cal., .50 A/C M2
276500 MLO Cale. 450 Belted, (2-2-1;
L4730 N1 . Napalm Type 1 or M3
88 N2 Igniter, WP, ML5 or
. M215 ’
88 N Igniter, WP, ML6 or
MR16- :
176 N6 Fuze, M157, W/Burster
' ' _ C8RL ' _
98 N7 Gasg Tank MK 12
65 N1O ' Xylenol
18 P2 Parachute Flare MK 5
8 P3 Parachute Flare MK 6
16 Pl Parachute Flare Mk 8-1
30 P7 Parachute Flare, AN-
| M6 ' |
L6 ‘ P13 Drift Signal, AN-IK 5
65 P38 Bomb Ejtr. Ctg. MK 1
10 P39 - Bomb Ejtr. Ctg. MK 2
50 U38 . - Destructors

PART IV BATTIE DAMAGE
A, Own
The ship sustained no battlec damage: Sece reference

(b), Air Attack Reports 16252 through 280-52, for the battle
damage sustgéined by Princcton aircraft.
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B. ZEneny

See reference (b), Air Attack Reports 162-52
through 280-52 for the damage inflicted upon the enecmy.

PLART ¥V PERSONNEL
~ A. Personnecl Count

The average on-board count for the reporting period

Officers Enlisted Total

Ship's Coupsny 120 2024 2144,

Marines 2 67 69
Air Group _ 139 650 789
Total | 261 R741 . 3002

The following rates were trensferred:

one YNTC(4), ons'ABE(T); one BIG2, one MMLz, onc MUR{T)
two BM3, - one BTG3, one HM3, one MMI3, three MU3, one SN
one SHSN, sleven SA and ong FA, '

The following rates were received:

cleven SN, one MUSN, one EN, eight SA, two FN, one FA -
and one ATAN, - : _ :

B. Personnel Performancs

It is considered that the Princeton reached the
highest level of operating efficicnoy during thiz tour particu~
larly as regards personnel performance, The serious handicap:
- 0f shortage in petty officer ratings has been overcome, to a
large extent, by the effective combination of a vigorously
prosecuted training program and practical experience, . 4 greatb
moany non-rated men are now cffectively and effidiently taking
the plaee of petty officers.

The pilots cxhibited the highest degree of flying
proficisncy as evidenced by the fact that there werc a minimum
of barrier accidents, no major flight deck accidents, and keen
competition for all flights, Ordnance, maintenance, and air-
-eraft ground crews continued to give outstanding performances,

SECURLTY INFORMATION 8




Y INFORMATION

The following dispatohss conccrning the performance
of the Princeton were rcceived during the operating period:

FROM: USS ALSTEDE
T0: CTF 77

"TRANSFERRED 57.8 GRCOSS TONS TO PRINCETON IN 23 MINUTES X LVER-
iGE RLTE 150,7 TONS PER HOUR X THIS BETTERS LLIL PREVIOUS RATES
AKD MIDE POSSIBLE BY EXCELLENT COOFPERLTION AND STATION KEEPING
- PRINCETON™ _ S '

FROM: COMAIRPAC
TO:  USS PRINCETON

"RECORD PROVISIONING RLTE INDICLTED ALSTEDE 1402207 NOTED VITH
me-.sngE X VELL DONE TO PRINCETON .ND ALSTEDE X SIGNZID VADM H
1 MARTIN® ' | -

¢. Morale

The morale of personnel remained high throughout the
period, which lasted thirty-four days. It was noted, however,
that within both the air group and ship evidences of personnel
fatigue developed in the last ten days of operations. It is
reeommended that for full-out operations "on the line® three
wecks be selected as the optimum, when other considerations
permit, in preparing schedules, o

The vigorous and suceessful conduct of rescus opcra-
tions hns been a most important factor in maintaining pilot
morale, Five Princeton pilots were shot down within enemy
held territory during the last month, There was no chance of
survival for three who crashed with their aircraft but the other
two who landed by parachute were returncd expeditiously through
the combined efforts of a RESCAP and helicopters dispatched by
the USS IOWA and the USS HELENA, ‘.

Same factors contribubting to high merale were regular
concerts by the ship's band and entertainment by 2 recently '
organized string band. A progrem of recorded music alsc has
becn provided over the RBO system; the reeord library was made
up on & loan basis by the ship's complement, :

D, Training _ _

| During thc past operating period on-board training
and ecducational scrvices have reached an all time high both in

volume and personncl participation. This fact may be noted by

revicwing the monthly training and quarterly U.S.A.F.I. reports.

trl
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. Ghe isporvant innovation in relation to trelning is the
instigation of & more stringent on-the-job training prograam.
This progras has deen carried out prineipally through use of om-

the-jod oheckoff sheets which bave been sxpanded for sach rate
and now inolule funotions peculiar to this olass of ship,

Considerable difrioculty has besn experienced in obtaln-
ing training materials, teatbooks and training devices in the
Japan area, It is reocommended, that more materials bs made .
available for quiock delivery at the various basss in Japan. on
More $0 dats tral ars hesded %0 replace those which
are definitely out-dated. . '

E. Oasualties

- Ship's o personnel suffered no casualties during’ -
the period, s following casualties were inourred dy Alr Group
Rineteean personnel! .

\ 11 July 1952: IODR L.F. IVTEMPLE, ViA-195, was
reported missing in wotion when his AD-i oreshed vhile on &
\ strike on Pyongyeng, Ocuse of the orash wes sneay ground fire.

13 July 1952: 1T H.S. BARBOUR, VF-192, was
| wounded in the lefl arm by small arms fire while on a'close air
support aission, IT made an emsrgency landing &t X-52.

22 :.uﬁ"msz: LT 3.3, SGHLOER, VF-192, received
_ , vwounds on his face shoulder when his FAU was hit by enemy

ground firs, LT SCHLOER msde an emergendy landing at K-18,
killed when his orached in the sea after a mid-air callision
wille om & CQAP 11 t.

1 August 1952: 1490 C.B, BOLMLN, VA-195, was
/ killed in soticn whez his AD-h orashed into the sea foliowing
]

. 27 July 1952: BENS ¥.D. SWIBHER, VF-191, was L

a strafing rwa. The oguse of the orash is believed to bhave
besn enemy ground fire.

3
killed in aotion when his PAU-4 erashed while on & bridge strike
Cause of the orash is believed to have besn enemy ground fire,

During this period seven pilots were grounded and three
were hcospitalised for short psriods of time, pr ily for minor
oontusions and shrapnel w inourref as a result of ditchings,
bailouts, and anti-airoraft firs. ‘

JRER.- 10
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Summary of pilots lost from the Air Group from 4 July to
6 Lingust 1952:

Deathsa : Pilot 3

Alrcrewnan O

fissing in Action ~ Pilot 1
Psychological 0

Injury 6

Disposition Board 0
Total 10

PiRT VI SPECIAL COLIENTS
L. Carrier Air Group NINETEEN .
1. Operations

During the period 4 July through 6 Lugust,
Carrier air Group NIMNETEEN flew 1,567 sorties for a total of
3,836,5 hours during 18.5 operational days. 4ll assigned
comnitments were met, the only cancellations being due to
non-operational weather over the target area, The .iir Group
was unable 1o operate a total of 3.5 days. 4n average of
seventy-seven sorties per day was flown by the Afr Group.
The average number of flights for the jet pilots was twenty,
arnd for prop pilots 10.8, Average time in the air was 31.8
hours per pilot. : : :

Strike tacties varied with the schedules and
targets assigned. By launching larger strike groups the

force was able to hit heavily defended targets, such as .
Chosen #1 hydroelectric plant and Pyongyang, in spite of intense .
anti-aircraft fire encountered, Strikes from this group had a
normal composition of from eight to twelve jet aireraft for
initiel flak suppression, twelve to twenty-cight Cursairs

for secondary flak supprcssion and/or bombing, and eight to
fourtoon .iD's for the major bombing effort., Coordination

of the strike elenents was achieved by launching the con-
ventional prop aircraft about one-half hour before the jet
launch and effecting a rendezvous of the two types about ten

to fiftcen miles from the target area., ‘This enabled all
aircraft to proceed to the target and execute the attack as

onc tactical unit, It is recommended that on strikes

against such targets one carrier launch maximum cffort for

any given strike. ‘

. _ The use of jet aircraft for flak suppression
was substantielly increased during this period of combat and

SARan 0 -
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the overall effectivensss of flak suppression materially in-
creassd by the use of up-to-date flak studies and target
photographs in briefings. - In cases where enti~aircraft gun
positions were difficult to pin-point dus to terrain or
camouflage, the wide area ocoverage of the VI fuzed 260 pound
fragmentation bomb afforded sufficient blast effect to providec
cffective suppression, However, where the individual A& ,
pcsitions were prominent and easily detcoted, the 6,5 inth anti-
tank and five-inch HVAR rocket proved best, both in actual
damage to the positions and in adverse psychological cffect

on the cnemy ground troops. '

' Efforts to incronse the size and effeotiveness
of night hecklsr missions were continued with good resulis.
/. ten-plane launch composed of two FLU-4's from-VF-192 with

‘' qualified night pilots, four FAU-5N's from Y¢=3, and four

/D~LNL's of VC-35 proved most successful. This launch of
ten eircraft in five sections provided, in addition to the
obvious advantage of greater intrudsr potential, more rapid
and comprshensive weather reconnaissance of the target areas
sssigned to eerly morning strike groups.

_ The importance of good photo coverags for
planning and executing all strikes cannot - be over-emphasized,
both for target identification and the accurate location
of AL positions in the area, '

During this period of operations, target
asaignments were veried end 1t was obvious that the Task
Torce Commander wae continually searching for lucrative
targets. This variation in attacks heightened pilot in-
terest and enthusiasm. It is also believed that employing
the element of surprise served to reduce losscs as well as .
insure more effective use of available force.

The rail interdiction program appears to-be
decreasing in effectivencss, The combination of Al defense.
at key locations and rapid repairs of rall cuts has reduced:
the time rail lincs are out of commission and has given ths
encmy a relatively frce periecd of operation oach night,
It is rcoommended thot considerably more cmphasis be placed
on night operations, at the same time shifting from rails
to locomotives and rolling stock os targets, keeping a foew
neoklers over the target area 2ll night long whenever
operating conditions permit. -

L Prom obscrvation it appears that the highway
.gystem i being improved, particularly bridges; and that

12
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truck traffic is inercasing, If interdictlon of supply lines is
to be effective, it is bolicved that more emphasis could be

placed on ottacking and herassing highwey tyaffic, particularly
at night,

Incrcascd AA dcfense at the partially dcstroyed POowWer
plant sitcs is an indication of the importanse placed by the
cnelly on thesc installations and the necessity for cffccting
rcpairs. Periodic surveillancce and attacks t% kecp the power
plants out of commission are strongly recommended. In order to
nake these attacks yield the maximum result at the least cost to
ocursclves, it is reeommendcd that coordinatced flak supprcssion
flights be schecduled on those targets where AA is cxpectcd, Jcts
cair be cmployed herc, The attacks should also he conecnirated

and heavy with at lcast twelve or morc aircraft using heavy vombs
(ot lcast five-hundred pound bombs and prcferably one~-thousand or
two-thousand pound bombs).

2., Maintonanoo

The usual amoiint of ignition troublc was cneountored
at the commencement of this tour. This trouble is delieved to
be aggravated by pin-wheel operations.

The use of overhauled RB-19 spark plugs has resulbted
in additional ignition trouble throughout the tour. No new RB-
19-2 gpark plugs have been received aboard. Reworked nplugs havse
been averaging only sixty hours instead of ths prescribsad 120
hours. - It is strongly recommended that only ncw spark plugs be
stocked in the forward area.

The availability of spare parts in the aviatlon supply
system is the largest maintenance difficulty. Some alrcraf® are
operating without APK-B'S auto-pilots, auto-cowls, auto-oil
coolers, G~2 compasscs, degxcaser units or turn-and-bank indjca-
tors.. Others are often down for night or instrument flying be-
cause of instruaent inadequacies. Schedules have onlj been met
by shifting instruments from plancs which were down for other
reasons.  Several days availability was lost because flaps,
ailerons, cylinders, push rod packings, rocker box cover gaskeis
and W1ndshlalds WOTG not available, '

_ In view of the present pattern of Task Force 77
operations it is felt that time would be saved if toels and a
snall selected list of syare parts for ths F9F FAU and AD were

Trbfe EYEITRBTe i ley
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3. Eleotronics‘_

The CV allowance of electronics equipment should in-
clude two scts of UPM-8 (AFX-6 test equipment}. This increase
in allowance is decmed necessary due to the slow replacenesnt of
spare parts for this equipment, - : ]

- . The principal elcctroﬁics discrepancies for the re-
porting period have occurred with VHF transceivers, Thcsc
discrepancies were primarily intermittent fading and cutting

out of both transmitted and recceived signels., This internittent

fading occurred, to a varying extent, in all threc of the ABW
configurated aircraft, The cause of this fading and cutting out
was found to be corroded antenna and ground lcads, The dise—
cropancy was corrected by a general cleaning and burnishing of
2ll antenna and ground conneetions. A policy of more frequent
inspections of such connections has besn instituted and should
prevent recurrance of this discrepancy,

L., Survival

The following report is & compilation of comments and -
reecomendations of the survival officers of the sguadrons and ‘
staf?f of this conmand: .

~ VF-191 has produced loocally a smell knapsack for the
PK~2 raft container, All survival gear in the raft kit is
placed in the knapsack for immediate removal, The pack has
becn colored grecn for summer use and the squadron has recomiend-
cd white for winter use. _ - :

Two pilots of VF-192 reveived wounds in flight during

- dive bombing runs. One received a smell arms wound in the amrn.

He stopped bleeding by the use of a locally made tourniquet
carried in the cockpit. It was made in the parachute loft of
one and one~half inch webbing, approximately thirty-six inches
long, folded over and sgwn t0 a one~fourth inch width, with a
five inch loop in one grid for casy application. Instruction
in the proper usc of the tourniquet hasg been given by the
flight surgeon of this command, A second cockpit aid is the
installation of two c¢ amionia ampules {each pilot also carries
& one-third ce ammonia capsule), to be used in case of dizziness
or weakness in flight. The flight surgeon also has given
instruction in the proper use of this iten,

SECURITY INFORMATION . 14
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VF=193 has had three pilots down in enemy territory (two
of them during this operating periocd), Two of thesc had modifisd
AN/CRC~-7 radios, They both expresscd the opinion that the noiss
on “"receiver® was toc loud, cven to the extent of giving their
position away to the eneny., One did not usoc his redio for that
reason, wheroas the otlhcr expréssed o high opinion of its gencral
value., It was found in the single case in which the AN/CRC-7
was used that tho battery did not last longsr than epproximatcly
cae hour, It is rccommcnded that ncw battorics be supplied o
assure longer lifec for the radios, The MK. III mirror was uscd by
the pilot mentiongd above who did not use his radio, The RESC.LP
lezader statecd that Yit looked like o seareh light and could
dofinitely not be nistaken for a water reficetion."

Vii~-195 has installcd snaps on the left shoulder harncss
s8ix inches above the shoulder strap adjustment buckle, and o ring
on the oxygen trunk near the guickerclecsc fitting. By hooking
the ring into the sncp the weight of the oxygen trunk is taken off
the mask, moking it morc comfortoble to wear,

Pilots of Vi~195 rcport that backaches occur when the

metal plate formed sponge-rubber- back-pad is used and recommcnd

that its use bs discontinucd., They further recomacnd o considerat’
inerease in the allotment of life vest compasscs (Stk fR-18=C-158¢-
200) to the supporting ship. Loss by ditchings and bail-outs '
has resulted in a scrious sMortage of this item for re-outfitting
of pilots for recturn to flying. This samc comnent holds truc for
other items of light gear ond personcl safety and survival -
cquipment such as sheath knives, .38 caliber pistols, flashlights,
penlights and helmocts, : -

In-accordance with a propoecd technical order in Buicr
letter 54438, web tabs have becn atteched to theé parachute quicke

" adjust buckles of squedrons of this command, They hawve been found

highly effeective for quick rclcasec of the parachute horncss and

- 1t is belicved that they would be espoéially helpful when in the

woter where the buckles are especially hard to loocsen,

Modified .N/CRO-7 rodios heve been installcd in oll
PEK~2 raft kits possible. One hundred pereent installoticn will
be completed as socn as the remaining quantity of radics requircd

- is received,

. liany pilots of this commond, actiﬁg on recomuendationé e
pilots who have been on the ground in Korea or hit by L Tire,
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now wear their oxygen masks (hose unattached), ftwo-lenscd goggles,
and a wropped neck scarf during their runs over the target for
maximum protection from fire, splintersed canopy and flak. A
second {usually darker) pldstic lens is worn over the goggles
1o prevent, as much as possible, splintering that could deamage
the eyes. '

B, Opsrations Department
1. Aerology
a, General Weather Summary

Weather conditions throughout most of the
operating period were influenced by weak high pressure cells
with-a stationary front extending along the Japanese Islands.
Rain, fog, end increased cloudiness resulting from a northerly
movement ‘of this front restricted operations on 9, 10, -and 15
through 18 July. During the period 28 through 31 July, opera-
tions were again curtailed by rain, poor visibility, and low
clouds, a result of the rapidly deepening low that formed in
the region of the Pan Tao Peninsula and moved eastward, The
vortex of this storm passed over the operating area on 30 July.

b. Equipment

Experiments in tracking the target reflector

_RR~29/AM’were unsatisfactory due to the fact that the minimum

range of the SK radar is too great (approximately thres miles).
Setisfactory- tracking of the reflector target ML307B/AP was
accomplished, using fire control radar, '

¢, Communications

o Guam radio-teletype reception was good,
however, coverage of Korean reports was poor.

| Tokyo radio-teletype reception was fair
except when a front existed between Tokyo and the operating
area, Coverage of Koréan reports was good.

Facsimile reception in general was good
with the exception of interference from CW transmissions.

2. Air Operations

Air operations has revitalized its instrument

training program in order to maintain pfo@iciency among the
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ship's company” aviators. The Instrument Baard planned a aeries

of lectures on flight praoedures the subject matter being ex-
tracted from pertinent portioms df she Navy "All Weather Flight -
‘Manual®*, In sddition, & comprehenslve flight check sheet was
edited and a sixty question writien examination prepared on GAR
and the flight proeedure syllabqg, i

During replenishmspt and foul weather operating
days ship's company aviators are briefed en instrument flying
with particular emphasis on airwaya flying.

Effective instrument cards ere held by all shin's:_-‘

_a71ators who were attached to this command prior to deploymsn% '
from the United States., ™wo aviators who have reported for duty
while in the forward area are now in the process 'of preparing
for the written examination. &hesc offlccrs will be processad
through the flight syllabus during the ilo-port perlod

Gombat Information Center
a. Equipment Performance~'f-

o The performance of the SX and SPS-6b radars
has been excellent, The maintenance opportunity afforded each
replenishment day was ample to keep the gear in top operating =
"oondition. In spite of the cobvious advantages of the SX as an -
all purpose radar, the SPS-6b is far superior to it for air '
search espeolally ‘where jet aircraft are conoerned,

Ducting effect has bean obsarved more fre-
'quently during this period than on previous operating tours,
This phenomena usually Securs at altitudes below four thousand
feet. On several occasions itwo aircraft have been tracked out.
to 140 miles by radar and kept in contact with Mark X IFF up to
160 miles., Surface contacts have been plicked up atb ranges up
- %0 ninety miles. o _ .

RHI information has becn reliable but the
limited range of this gear (tbirty-five to forty-five miles)
is considersd to be a vory scrious hapdicap in the effective
interceptlon of high syeed _high altltude aircraft,

h;- Operating Procedurcs

- It has been found by experlence that a four
section six-hour'watoh is the optimum for continuity and peak
.individu&l performance, This schedule places the wiatches on a
meal to meal baslis: The watch sections stand the same watoh
for four days then rotate, usually on a raplanishment day.

MMTION a7
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 The “middleman" feature of the AEW aireraft
has proved invaluable on days when weather conditions over tar-
gets is marginal and frequent weather reports are needed from
recco planes, Furthermore, during rescue operations the use of
this gear has enabled the controliing ship to attain information
with a speéd not possible otherwise because of the distance in~
volved., TUsually a destroyer exercised control over the ASP
~airceraft but during the above mentioned usage of "middleman® !
it has been found nore efficient to turn control over to the
~ 8trike control ship.

Cae Training

' In order to promote mutual appraciation of
otvher department's problems and limitations, CIC Watch Officers
stand a daily wateh on the bridge. At the prcssnt time two CIC
officers have qualified as 00D; two more will be qualified in
the near future. The ultimate goal is to bave as many CIC
officers as possible qualified as C0D., In addition, officers
qualified as 00D stand watehes in CIC as Surfeoce Watch Officer
and Gunnery Liadgon Officer. An increase in coordination efe
- ficiency between the bridge and CIC may be attributed to this
program.

_ _ For this operating periocd and during re-
plenlshmsnt days, all radar sequipment has been secured for
periods of one £0 two hours for purpoeses of conducting passive
ECYM drills and operator training. Although interfercence has
becn noted from the radar. of other ships in the force, this
type of training has proved beneficial to both operators and
cquipment

ba Communications

Several factors contributed Lo the success of
compunications opsrations during this period, One of the msst
important of these factors was the changing of George Fox
broadcast speed of transmission from 25 words per minute %o

<2 words per minute since it permitted the department to utilize

as watohstanders many men not qualified to operate on the formsr
frequency, Furthermore, the release of experienced personnel
made possible by this change has permitted the department to
place more men back on the nets.

In order to distribute the work load within the

Task Force, larger units have assumed guard on various circuits
~at the direction and discretion:ﬁ'the Task Force Commander,
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Thiéwﬁoég.has abviated_duplication of effort'in'many-iﬁSténcas;
It has worked. out very satisfactorily and is a partia}l solution
to the.personnelishOrtage; - o - ' '

. - Task | R&  -has proved to be g most
veluable circuit-even.thOugh'its-maj' ey b
been reached,~-Ale:t_h

! ving with optimum spesd and ‘efficiency. Purther-
more, these;factord‘hsv@ created frequent ¢ircuit tig-ups ang
transmission_errOrs. It is suggested that tapes be cut for .
r practicable, gt : =

f. :

On—boardutraining has proved insufficient to £ill
g8abs ereated by the losg of €Xperienced bersonnel. It is hoped
that school quotas requeated from ComAirPac for QM, RM, ang
TZ ratings will be approved, If this approval is se

- personnel concerned will be sent to the training_center & month
‘before the shipts arrival in the Uniteg Stetes and thus will be
' ‘the ship upon completion of scheduled yerq availe

ability, o . :

5. Intelligence

a, Phqto Interpretation

Srp this operating period wes considerably less
than that or breceding peri . brimarily to the
' 1ic *eévaliled in the operating area, '"he
decreage in'preparation_and usc .of touraids was g second ¢on-
tributing_factor._ However, target angd flak mosaics were Pre-
Pared- gnd reproduced on s continuing basis, ' '

The fhllowing method of

C. Gunnery Departmert

- : Performance of dack-seémanship evolutioﬁs ang _
gunnery exercises has been excellent, The shipboard'training_

SECURITY INFORLATION 19 L o
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Program has been sn effective sid in increasing the proficiency
of the crews, - : \ '

. _ Replenishments during the period covered by this
report have been characterized by efficleney and high average
rate of loading. The message received from the USS ALSTEDE .
{ses PART V) after one replenishment indicetes the high celiber
of these gperations. : _ - S .

The Princeton has féeled'ﬁestroyefs'on nineteen sepazaté
occesions quring this period, all but three of these beling after
"derken ship". 'The following lighting arrengements heve been

1. Red light every tweﬁty feat.alpng ship~to-
- ship distance line (for station keeping).

2., Red light, on-eachasaddle.of fueling hoses
(for use of fueling crow). -

3. Red light on materiel being transferred by .
' high line. : -

k. Green light showing outboard on tip of each -
fueling boom (for fore-asnd-aft station keeping).-

The above lights are all one-cell life~jacket flash-
lights with peinted lenses. They are turned on just prior to USEe
For deeck working lights, which are held to a minimom, red-lensed
battle lanterps and flashlights are used. They are not permitted
to show outhomrd. Destroyers heve no difficulty keeping station,
hoses are always properly positioned, control of material being -
transferred is sure and no violstion of "derken ship™ is committed, -

'D. Alr Department

_ Helicopter Unit NIKNE of HU~1 based aboard the Princéton
Tlew for this period a totsl of 119,2 hours in twenty-six flying -
days for what is believed to be z new record. No missions were
aborted and one hundred percent availability was maintained at
all times. The unit accomplished the rescue of one Princeton .
pilot, following & water landing. During the last two opsrating

-, derlods Commander Task Force 77 has assigned s daty helicopter

{0r sach replenishment day, utilizing, on = rotstionel bagis, each
of the holicopter units with the Task Force. The continued employ-
went of this system is highly recommended in that it affords L
meximum maintenance time on non-duty days. '
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- E; 5Navigation Deprriment

During the period of this report an intensive progranm
for the training of underway deck watch officers was started,
Until this time few shin's company line officers had any
opportunity for the nesded sxperience to qualify as Officers
of the Deck underway, A situation had developed where a small
staff of well trained underway Deck Watch Officers were the
only ones gaining ship handling ability., %his group totaled
fifteen watch standers with the following departmental broak-
downs

DEPARTMENT  ELIGISLE UATCE CFFICERS  ACTUAL WATCH OFFT

Gl
0pefations _ - 33 3
(Incl, Nav,) - _ :
Air 13 ' 0
Gunnery 15 : 12
| Total 61 15

It 1s apparent, that the Gunnory Devpartment was the
one whosc officers were given the greatest opportunity for
valuable ship control €xperience required for command, The
twenty ship's company aviators ¢ligible for watch standing
(LCDR and below) all had time-consuming primary dutiss in
CIC, Air Plot, Air Intelligence, or on the flight deck. OfF
thesc, -only one had been allowed to stand watches on the
bridge, as well as in &ir Plot.,

: In an effort to correct the above situation the
following program for the training of underway Deck W-ten
Officers is being conducted for eligible line officcrs from
Engign to Conmander: : :

' 1: Study program of all applicable publications,
regulations, and fleet letters, . .

2, Maneuvering board,

' 3. Comnunications, with emphasis on use of tectical
circuits. -

k. Radar capabilitics. and application,

5. Engineering Plant-capabilities and limitetions,

6, Familiarization tours and instruection on the
navigation bridge. : _

7. Emergency bills,

8, Steering gear--including & complete tour of the
System and practical instruction at the helm.

Si..m R FORIATION 2




»f the weteh, To give the officer an immediate feellng of prog-.r*

- who can be "put on ice" has developed. Senior officers aboard

 attendsd. .

TRFORMATION

' " The self~study is prosecuted concurrently with lectures -
and practieal work. A4 quiet, unoccupied sea cabin in the islend -
is used as an idesl retreet for study and e library of pertinent
reading matter is made aveilable there. Practical experience is -
made possible by the assignment of five candidates to the watch
bill a8 2. third JOOD on a dey-to-day basis. Frequency of the
wetoh is necessarily less thap thet of the regular wateh bill and
each candidate 1s assigned watchés whilch normally will not inters
fere with his primary duty.. o : _ . . '

Under the guidence of the Officer of the Deck, svery
opportunity is taken to quslify the candidate at each function

ress and realizetion of the problems of ship handling he is _
»1llowed to maneuver the ship, The process is then one of "make
vou learn®™ =s opposed to lesrning by observation.

_ The number of 00D's is drawing ahead of the Buresu of ‘
2ersonnel's detaching orders cnd & dack log of qualified officers

who hed never stood a bridge wetch are gaining experience; they
hear their own voices raised in command, conning & large ships
ith the responsiblility of "having the deck"™ comes the increase
in abilities and self-confidence in ship handling needed by our
Javy today. o ' L _

F. Medical Department

The general hemlth of the crew continued at its previous
excellent level. There were no sericus diseases or injuries. =~
Three wounded pilots were returned aboard for care. There wers
sixty-eight edmissions to the sick list for veneresl diseases
during the period of this report. A series of venersal dlsease .
and Pirst Aid lectures were given and approximately ninety-eight
percent of the total ship's compeny and air group personnel -

G. Chaplain

The following program of religious activitiss was
carried out during the operating period: An evening prayer was
offered nightly st 1900 with Cetholic and Protestent Chapleins
tlternating. Two Protestant and three Cetholic services were
conducted on Sundays. Dally mosses end confessions were held L
for men of the Catholic feith, with religious instruction classes.
conducted Monady through Priday. Protestent Divine Services were-
held d=ily and Bible classes were conducted three days per week.
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A memorial service for personnel'lost_during the operating peri-
od was hsld upon departure from the Task Force. .

Although a Hammond orgen end permenent public =zddress
systern are installed for hangar deck services, operations with
the Tesk Force ot times precluded cny use of these facilities.
The problem wes resolved by conducting gervices in the crew's
library nnd messing compertments. '

_ - Phe Catholic Chaplein has instituted French classes
five days per week in addition to educational consultation and
ecoaching in various subjects.

The Protestant Choir, composed of officers and men of
the ship's company end alr group, continued 1o provide religious
music for services and secular music for ship's entertainment. -
The choir and its individuel members will present a prograir &t
the Erie Pyle Theater in Tokyo under the auspices of the Ariy
Special Services while in port.

: PAUL D, STROOP
Coples to: '

CNO (2) Advance |
CINCPACFLT (2) Advance USS PHILIPPINE SEi {CV-47)

COMJAVFE (1} Advance USS BATAAN (CVL-29)
COMSEVENTHFLT (1) Advance USS RENDOVA {CVE-11lh)
CTF 77 (1) Advance USS BATROKA (CVE-L15)
CINCPACFLT Eveluation Group USS BADOENG STRAIT (CVE-116)
ComdirPac (5) USs SICILY {CViE-118)
ConServPac Uss POINT CRUZ (CGVE-119)
ComFeirJepan : Carrier Alr Group 2
ComFairAlamedsa garrier Air Group %
Naval Wer Gollege Carrier Air Group 7
ComCarDiv 1 ' ' Carrier Alr Group 11
ComCarDiv 3 Carrier Air Group 15
ComCarDiv 5 : Garricr Air Group 17
ComGarpDiv 15 ' Carrier Air Group 19
ComCarbiv 17 Carrier Air Group 101
USS ESSEZL (CV-9) ~ gerrier Air Group 102
USS TICONDEROGA {CV-14) . Carrier Air Task Group 1
. USS BOXER (CV-21) Carrier Air Task Group 2
. UsS BON HOMME RICHARD (CV-31) €0, FairBeTuPac (2) .
USS KEARSARGE (CV-33) €0, Composit Sguadron 3
USS ORISKANY (CV~-3Lk) €0, Composit Squadron 1l
USS ANTIETAM (CV-36) CO, Composit Squadron 35

. USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) 0, Composit Squadron 61
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