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fnelr (1) Alr Intelligence Organization 0)75:1; P 74
(2) Intelligence Assignments \
(3) CVG 19 conf ltr 023 of 20 April 1951 - Action Report for ‘the
period 26 February 1951 through 2 April 1951?

14 In accordance with reference (a) the action report for the_period 23
Jebruary through € April 1251 i1s hereby submitted,

RART 1 OComposition of Own Forces:

Pursuant to Com7thFlt secret dispatch 181316Z of February 1951, the
USS PRINCETON (CV-37), with ComCarDiv FIVE and OVG NINETERT embarked, de-
parted Yokosuka, Homsim, Jepan on 23 February 1951 in company with DesDiv 111,

On 286 February 1951 the USS PRINCETON and DesDiv 111 rendezvoused _
with Pask Force SEVEITY-SEVEN, Task Hree SMPI‘Y-{SM was composed of three
sircraft carriers, the USS PRINCBIOHN (CVw37), the UBS VALLEY FORCE (CV-45)
and the USS PHILIPPTHE STA (CV—-47), along with vari'._;’ 8 heavy support and
screening ships. '

Upon completion of conferenca with ComCarDiv OIT"‘ GmCarDiv' .uIVE
assumdd comand of Task Force SEVINTY-SEVR,

On 25 March 1951 the USS BOXZR (OV-21) joined TF 77 relieving the
UsS VALLEY FORGE (OV-45),




Mission:

The mission of this force as se% forth in OTF 77 Op Oxder Toe 1=51
was to perform cloge air support, reconnaissance, interdiction, alr bom~ .
berdmont misslons in order to destroy enemy forces, communicatims, and
installations in support of United Hations Forcos,

EARI II Chronological Order of Mvonts:
25 February - 25 February

The USS FRINCETON with DesDiv 111 departed Tokospks and proceedécfl

%o the cperating area. Upon arrival She USS PRINCETON rendezvoused with
Tagk Force SEVESTY-SEVEN. ' . '

26 Fobruary -

Xlying cloge alr suppord, bridge strikes, armed reconnsalssence and :
naval gun firo spot, 26 FAU's, 21 AD's, end 10 799" e woro launched and A
made an ostimated 389 runs on the tergots, . Armpd reconnalssance flew fran
Wonean o Pukchong, from Pukehong to Song Jin, from Songjin e Chongjin and -~ -
from Hamhung to Puktchong to DIV 4090, Most flishts were not under the '
direction of a controller, -

Striking tho eadt coast from Pyongchang on the south to Shonzjin
on the north axd inland as far as Scoml, the strikes destroysd 1 truelk,
2 oxcarts, 5 T34 tanks, 1 span oach of 2 highway bridges, 2 wareWouses,
75, of a village at CS 2155, 2 mortar emplacements, 2 gwn nositiona,

5 buildings, 1 jeep and 2 railrocad tracke. Damsgod were 1 oxcart, 1
railroad handcar, 3 highway bridgos, and 4 railroad bridges. Probably
demaged were 2 T34 tenks and 3 buildings. . _

4 photo reconnatssance flight, 1 F9F photo and 1 FOT escort, was
flown covering supply routec from Chongjin to BA 5575, ' .

_Combat air patrol, 12 F4U's, and anti-eubmarine patrol, 6 AI¥s
wore flown throughout tho day, ' ' . '

27 February --

Unfavorable weather conditions over the targot area forced cvancele
lation of flights exeept for pre~dawn heckler and anti-s@bmarine patrel
flightss 2 F4U's and 4 AD's were launched and mades an estimated & runa
on the targetss Strikes wore veotored by the USS MATCHESTIR to Hamhung
and Sinpo which were bombed through the overeast with undbserved rasunits,



28 February -

Continued unfevorable weather eonditions forced the camcellatiom

of flights except for the pre-dawn heckler snd anti-submarine flizhis,

Two T4U's and 4 AD's were launched and made an estimted 40 runs on the SR

tarzetoe
Flying from Songjin to Chongjin, the heckler flight dastroysd 1

truclk: anc damaged 1 locomotive, 4-5 railrdad cars md 2 trucka, Tanchon ,

and Songjin were Dombed but the results were unobserved,
1 liarch -

The USS PRINCETON rspleniehed at Bea.
2 March .~

In order to furnish interdiction strikes, armed roconnaissance

flights, naval gun fire spot, =d photo recomnaissance missions, 26 I4Ute,

18 AD'g and 14 FOFis were launched, An estimatsd 304 runs were made
on the targets

Hitting the Kilchu area and north from Hapsu estimated damaze to
the aeny was as follows: destroyed 3 buildings, 1 span of & highway
bridge, 2 spans of a railroad bridge, and 5 luggers; demaged 3 spans of
a highway bridge, 1 span of a railroad bridge, 1 warchouse and 1 tmc}rv
arobably destroyed 4 buildings, 2 warchouses and 15-30 {roops.

Two photo reconnaissance flights covered the bridges from Pula-
chong %o Chongjin,.

Haval gun fire gpot was flown for the bombardment gmw in the
Vonsan area. : _

3 larch w

Continuing interdiction strikes, armed recannalssance flizhts,
naval gun fire spot amd photo reconnaissance missions along the castern

coast of Korea, 34 P4Uls, 21 AD's and 16 F9F's woro launchede. An estim-

ated 405 runs were made on the targets.

Attagking in the Iwon, Kilchu area and along the coast from Wonsan -

to Chongjin demage to the enomy was estimated as follows: destroyed

2 warehouses, 3 trucks, 1 spen cach of two rallroad bridges, and 2 spans -

of a highway bridge; damaged 4 reilroad cars, 2 locomotives, and 2 -

,warenw.ses- probably killed 10-15 troops,.




Thrae photo reconnaissance flighte cover the Wonsan arga; trane-
portation routes from Wonsan to Pukchong, from Hungnam to Changjin and
from Pukchong to Songjin and the Choshin Roservoir,

CAP and ASP were flown during the day.

Ur, William H. Graham, civilian war correspondent, was killed
when the plane 4in which he was riding crashed into tho water on takeoff..
The pllot, LOTR BRUCE of V0-190, was rzoscusd by the heliconter in loss
than 2 minutes after the plane hit the watar,

4 liarch -

Interdicsion strikes hitting tunnols and bridges, armed reccon-
naissance flights, photo roconnaissance missiong and heckler missions
wors flown. Thirty-five F4U's, 21 AD's and 20 FOF's were launched and
made an cstlmated 528 runs on the $argets,

Attacking Yunnels, bridges and onemy activitios on tho cast coast
suwplly routes from Wonsan to Chongjin, damage to the enemy was as follows:
dostroyod 4 oxcarts, 3 trucks, 2 warchouses, 1 span of a railroad bridgo,
50; of a railroad bridge, 1 spen of a highway dridge and 2 spems of a |
wooden highway bridge; demegod § tumncle, rallroad trecks at soveral

points, 2 locomotivos, 2 jeeps, 3 buildinge ama 1 trucks probobly dow

stroyed 4 boxcars, 1 jeep, 1 bullding, 1 truck and 2 warchousesi killod
10-15 horses and 15-20 troops. = ' -

Throe photo recomnaissance missions coverod boaches at SongJin,
Tenchon, Songsanwni: tho highway bridge at Hamhungi routoes from Mowon
to Haweri; and supply routes leading south and west from Wonsans

faval gun fizje spot at Wonsan ':;md CAP wero also flown during the day, o

5 March - _ o
Tho USS PRINCETOU roplonished at soz.

6 laxch ~

Unfavorable weather conditions limited air operations to o aingle
hoelder strike from Pukehong to Chengjin, Two F4U's and 3 ADs were |
launched and made an cstimated 32 runs on the targoto..

Botimated damago was as followss dastroye& ) truck, 1 warchousa,
1 train of 8 to 10 cars, and 1 span of a highway bridgo; killed 5 oxpart
drivers and 2 oxen, _ : :



7 Mareh = ?_

Continued interdiction strikos on the cast coast supply lines,
mlong with hockler strikes, armed roconnaissance strikes and photo
roconnaiassance missions were flown. For all alr operations, 37 F4U's
27 AD's and 10 F9F's wore laundhed and made an estimato& 265 runs on
the targets.

Striking In the Hamhung, Kilchu arcas, from Wonsan to Chengjin
and from Wonsan to Kangdbng patimnted damage to the enomy was as follows:
dostroyed 1 truek, 2 oxcarts, 1 section reilrdad track, 1 span ocach of
two highway bridgos, and 1 span cach of 2 railroad bridges: damaged 1
gpan cach of 2 highway bridges and 1 apan cach of 2 railroad bridgesy
probobly destroyad 1 truck.

Pwo photo miseions covering bridges betweon Songjin and Ghongjin
were flown incomplete due to unfavorable weather conditions, CAP and
.&S‘—" were flown throughout the day.

8 Maxch -

Continued intoerdiction strlkes on enst coast supply routes, ,
heekler strikos, mmed reconnaissance strikos and photo roconnaisssnce
missions wore flown. Thirty-throc F4Ule, 28 AD's =nd 14 F9¥¥s woerc
launched and mede an estimctod 368 rms on the targetss

Attacking in the Kilchu, Chauwonjang areas and fran Pukehong
to Chongjin, cstimnted damage to the cnomy was as follows: dostroyed
5 trucks, 3 oxearts, 1 ewply dump, 4 dulldings, 5-6 railrood cers,
1 epon cach of two roilroad bridges, and the approaches of 1 railrond .
bridge; probably destroyed 4-5 oxearts, 18 bulldings end 1 train,
~ FPhoto roconnaissonco covorage of the transportation systom and
coast around Chongjin was flown. ASP and CAP wore flown throughout
tho day, _ \ _ _

LODR John Jo Magda, commemding officer of YTe191, was killed
in action when his plmme erashod into the son of f Tmchon. The cause
of the crash is uhknown. :
9 Magrch - -
- After a pro-down hocklor strike of 4 aimraft, 2 ¥4U's ond 2 AD's,

which bombed Sinpo, and an ASP f1 ight of 2 AD's, tho PRIICIETAT nrocoeded
ta replenish at son. .

1TJG By He COOK of ?’("-3 wod roported missing in action afbor ho.

ernshod into tho sén at I..atitudo 3957 I, Longtitude 138-56 B, The cause

of tho érash is unknom.
' 5
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10 Mareh —

Unfavorablo weather conditions deleyed flight operations,
Interdiction strikes, closc air support strikes, naval gun 'fire spot
and »hoto missions were flown., Sixteen F4Uts, 7 AD's and 4 FOFfs
were launched and made an estimated 251 runa on the targets.

The interdiction strikes in the Iwon, Sinchongeni areas and
the close air support strikes in the Hajinbu-ri, Chonjin-ni areas
inflicted damage to the enemy as follows: destroyed 1 span of a
railroad bridge, damsged approaches to a rallrcad bridge and prob-
ably destroyed 1 warehouse, The controllers reported good coverage . -
for all CAS flights.

4 photo reconnaissance mission coversd the routes between Songgln
and Chongjin for damage assessment.

ResCap was flown with negative results over DV 639477, 15 miles
ast of ﬂukchong, whoro HNS Willjiam B. PATTON crashed due to animoun
CauSB S

11 Yaxych ~ .

Uhfayorable weather conditions again delayed fiight operations.
Interdiction strikes, heckler strikes and photo reconnaissance missions
wore flown, Soventeen F4Uts, 9 AD's and 4 FOF'g were launched and made
an estimeted 165 rune on the targetse

Striking In the Songchon area and Scongchon-ni area; damage to
tho enemy was as follows: destroyed 1 vehiele, 1 jeep, 2 trucks, mnd
1 span of a railroad bridge; damaged the approach to a brildge; probably
destroyed 6-7 buildingse

Twe photo missions covered the following areas; bridges from
Choshin Reservoir to Hungnam, DV 839477 where a pilot was lost the
day before, and Tanchon and Pukchon, Realap was flown witb negative
results over the area wherc the pilot was lost.

12 Harch -

Continuing interdiction strikes, armed reconnaissance'strikea, )
navel guxnfire spot and photo reconnmissance missions, 50 F4AUls, 24 ADts,
and 17 F9F¥s were lawnched and made an estimated 331 runs on the targetss

Striking in the Songchon, Ullyong, Choshin Reservolr areas end
along the central front to Seouly Damage to the cnemy was estimated ;
as follows: destroyed 1 building, 7 boxcars, 4 trucks, seversl sectlons -




of rellroad track, emd 1 spon cach of 2 mil_.roéxd bridges: doamagoed 1 _
oxeart, 2 vehicles, and 1 spon of a railrond bridge; probably dedtroyed
1 hoavy mobile gun end 56-.38° buildings; killed 11 troops. '

Photo roconnnissonce covered transportotion Toutes south from
Wonson, the coastal arcas north of Hungnem, md dbridges from Kilchu %o
Trnchon. ' .

. Haval gun fire smot was flown for thoe bombardment grow 2t Yonsmn,
CAP ond ASP wore flown throughait the day.

13 kareh -

The USS PRIGCATM roplonished ot sca.
14 Herch -

Furnishing intordiction strikes, close alr support, naysl gun
fire goot, hoeckler flights, photo reconnalssance, mti-submerine patrel .
ond combat air patrol, the PRINCETCN launched 37 F4U's, 16 AD's and 12 b
T9s, An ostimated 331 runs woro mnde on tho targots, '

Striking in the Hooymmg, Kumsong, Hongwon arcas, along the
onstora front arcas, from Wonsan to Pukchong and from Hakelwoowrl to
Huichons demage to the enomy was ostimeted as follows: deatroyod raile
rood trocks at 3 points, 207 of ~ highwny bridge, 2 spans in a highwdy
bridge nnd 2-3 gpms in a highway bridge; damaged 2 buildings: »robably .
destroyed 4 dbulldings; killed 5C troops. ' :

Two photo rocamatssance missions woro completed as assignoda
Ono covored railronds londing to Kilchw, the other coversd airfipelds
in the Wonson-Hungnoam arco. ' o

15 Moreh -

Continuing tho intordiction strikes of the ccst const suoply
routos the PRINCHION lounched 33 F4U's, 20 AD's snd 12 F9F'se An OS~
timatod 306 runs worc made on the targotes ' : :

Striking in and avound Kilchu damage to tho cnomy was estimated
ag follows: dostroyed 4 trucks, I lumber &pply dump, 2 spons aach
of 2 railrord bridgos, the spproach Yo a rallroad tunncl and the mouth

- of a railrond tumcl, which was sonlcd, damaged 1 soction of railroad
trocke : '

Two photo reconnaissance missions covered target in tho Kilehu

arce for damnge ossossmont, liaval gun fire smet was fuarnished the
USS 1ISSOURI. OGAP and ASP were flown throughout the daye

7




16 March ~

The PRINCETON continucd 1ts pounding of the enemy's cast coash
supply routoss 4 totnd of 32 F4U's, 18 AD's and 14 FOF's were lawnched
for interdictlon strikos, phdte rcconnailssance, CAP, ASF and nawaly, -
gm fire support., 4An cstimrted 328 runs wore mede on tho targeto, .

Striking in the Kilehu, Yupyong-dmg and Changjin arens, damogo
to tho cncmy wes cotimnted as follows: destroyod L oxeart, 10 rail..
road carg, railrocd trnek at 15 points, 1 span of o highwoy bridzo,

2 sprns of 2 railroad bridge, and 1 span each of two rallroad bridges:
Gomoged 1 warchouse, 1 raflroed car, md 1 span of o rallrond bridges
probably dostroyed 1 truck, 4 tulldings 2 warchouscs, -

Two photo missions woro flown, One mappod a strip from IV 0580 °
to W 14934+ Tho other wms incomploto duo to woathor, Naval gunfire
spot wos flown far the USS MISSOURI.

17 Herch w-

’Dho PRINCETON launched n total of 46 T4Urs, 20 AD's cnd 19 F970e
for intordiction strikes, close sir support, pho‘bo roconnoisgonce,
naval gunfire spot, CAP and ASP, An catimted 460 runs woro made on
the targota, -

Btriking in the Pochunjmng, Pukchong, Choshin Resorvoir arons
end olong the contral ond onstorn front domngs to the cnomy wos ose |
timotod ns follows: destroyed 4 railrond cars, 3 buildings, 2 tonks,
roilrood tracks at 5 points, 2 wngons, 2 spons ench of 2 highway
bridges, 1 span of o highway bridge, 1 span of a railroad bridge and
4 saons of another roilrosd bridec, damagod 1 span of a highway bridge
ond 3 gorns of o vrollrond bridge: probably dostroyed 8 bulldings and
1 section of railrorc. tracks lcillcd 3 mules, 1 horsc and 13-13 troops,.

. Throc photo misaiens wero flowr}. Ono eovorad érho cneny gun
emplacenents at Wonsone One covorcd dridgoein the Hemhung area for
domngo asaessmont. Tho third wns incomplote duec to wenthore

Haval gunfiro spot wons flown for tho shelling of treop COTi=e
contrations in Anbyons

18 March - " )
|

The USS PRINCIETON roplonishod ot son.

~
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19 March -

Furnishing close air support and interdiction strikes the :
PRIGCEION launched 33 T4Uls, 23 AD's and 16 FOF!s and made an estimatad
349 rinc on the targets. S . : '

_ Strilting from the Choghin Heservoir south to Sachang-ni, in the
Huichon area and along the front north of Seoul and Yangyang, damage %o
the eneny was estimated as followst destroyed 3 camouflaged vehicles,
1 truck, 2 buildings, 6 railroad cars, 1 span of a railroad bridge, and
1 span sach of 2 highway bridges; damaged 2 trucks, 17 builéings and
2 spang of a highway bridge; Probably destroyed 5-6 gupnly piles and

12 buildings; killed between 80 end 90 troops,

Two photo missions were flown. One coversd highway b?idges anc

gun emplacenents from Wonsan to7Kangdong. The other covered railroads
in the Zamhwng area, '

faval gunfire spot was f1lown for the USS MISSOURI, CAP and ASP
were flown throughout the day. - N

20 iiarch «

~ The PRINCATH furnished close alr support, interdiction striles,
photo recomnaissance, CAP and A3P. A total of 40 F4U's, 25 AD's and 10
¥9F's were launched ang made an estimnted 378 runs on the targets,

Striking in the ares arouné and south of the Choghin “eservoir
and along the castern fronmt, damage to the enemy was estimated ag
followss stroyed 1 truck, 23 buildings, 1 section of pipeline, 40-.50 -
oxcarts, 1 section of railrcad track and 2 spane of a railroad btridge;
damagéd 1 truck, 5 railreag cere, 2 bulldings, 1 section of railroad,
track and 3 warehouses; killed between 120-.170 troops,

- Haval gunfire 8pot was flown for shors bombardment in the Sonzjin
area, Three vhoto reconnaissance missions were completed, CAP and
ASP wore flowm throughout the day, '

21 March -

The PRIICETCN launched a total of 39 TMU's, 32 ADfs mnd 18 Fooig
in order to furnish close air swpport, interdiction strikes, photo
recomnaissance, CAP and ASP. An estimated 470 runs wers made on the
targots. o

Interdiction strilkes in the Songjin and Hamhung bo Pusen Resop.

voir areas and close air support along the front north of Seoul caused

damnaze to the enemy estimated as follows; destroyed 3 trucksg, 10 oicarts,

9
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i5 'buildings, 1 railroad bridge, 1 varahouse, soctions of railrend
trocke at 18 points, 2 gun emplacembnts and 1 highwey dridge; demngod
2 trucks, 1 oxoart, 5 bulldings, 1 railrond bdridge mmd 1 highwny ‘bridgoy
probably dostroyed 5 trucks and 40-50 buildings; killod betweon 250 ma
300 trOO]_JB-

Iwo photo rocomnnlsgonce misgionc wore flown «and completods Ono
covored the transportation syctoms north of H'zmhung to CV 6177, Tho
othor covercd from Tanchon to Songjin,

22 lixeh -
Tho USS PRINCEIOW roplonishod at son.
23 liaych -

Lounching a totel of 26 P4UYs, 15 .ﬁD’% ond 12 F97's tho PRINCEPON
con$inucd its intﬂrdiction of tho castorn supply routes of Korea, ﬁn
estimated 311 rwns were made on the targete,

 Striking from Hapsu to K'llchu and in the area south of Kilchu,
damaze to the enemy was estimated as follows: destroyed 5 oxearts, .
1 tractor, 4 railroad cars, 1 locemotive, 1 truclk, 4 buildings, rail
real tracks at 8 pointe, 1 span each of 3 railroad bridges and 3 goans
of a highway bridge; dameged 1 rallroad car and 1 span to 2 railrond
bridge; probably destroyed 2 buildingse

Naval gunfire spot was flown for the ST PAUL in the Yonsan ares,
Two photo missions were complzated in the Chongjin area. CAP ond AST
were flown throughout the day.

24 Mereh -

Iaunching a total of 25 FAU's and 17 AD!'s the PRINCTION fnrnishad'
close alr support snd interdlction strikes to the day's war effort.
An esfimated 268 runs were made on the targets.

Striking Songchow-Songjin areas and along the front north of
Seoul demage to the enemy was estimated as follows: destroyed 2 bulld-
ings and 2 artillery pleces; probably destroyed 6 trucks and 1 locom
motive; killed at least 10 troops,

Heval gunfire spot was flawn for the 8T PAUL in. the Songjin area.
CAP anc ASP were flown throughout the day.

25 i

Due te unfevorable conditions all flight ¢perations wers cancolleds

10
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26 Merdh -
The USS PRINCETON replenishod at seme
27 Hareh -

Unfévofable weather conditions forced the ca.ncellétions of all :
flights except CAS snd ASP, Lawnching 12 2‘411*5 and 12 AD's m ostimated

' 195 rune were made on the targ\,‘bs.

Furnishing tho CAS along the front north of Ghuchon, north of
Fanoong end north of Scoul the sontrollers reported good covornge for

oll strikes. Tho ASP was flown thrbughout the day.

28 lMapch -

Uniavorabla woathor conditiona forced the cancollation of al}
aly oporations.

29 Mareh -

Unfavorablo woathor condi‘bions fOrcod tho cemccllation o:f all
elr oporationse

30 Mexch -

Launching a total of 45 P4U's, 35 A‘D's amd 8 F9¥'s tho PRINCBICT
furnishod closc nir support aleng with a continuation of tho interdice
tion of tho an omy supply routes. An ostimated 560 rme were on the
targota. : .

S'briking in tho arca south of Wonsan an.d plong tho eastorn
froni damnge to the cnomy woas cstlmatced as follaws: destroyed 7 trucka,
10 bvuildings, 2 %o 3 railreand cars, 3 spanc of a rallroad bridge and
2 spons of anothor railrosd dridge: demaged 7 trucks, 10 bulldings and
2 worchousesi probably dastroyed 12 trucks, 35 to 40 buildings and 1 .
varchouse; klllaed hctwcon 40 and 50 troopS,

Two photo msSions wero flown md completod, covaring thﬁ bridges
on tho railroad south of Songjin., Naval gunfirc spot was flown for tho
bombardment group in Wonaan Bays. GCAP and ASP werc flown thyoughout
the d.ﬂﬁf; . ‘

31 March =~

TFurnishing close nir support, intardiction strikos and RosCap

' to a group of trappod V.8, Rangors, a total of 41 F4U's, 18 AD's ond

18 F9Fts wore lomnchod, An oatimatod 521 runs woro mado on tho torgotse

11
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' Striking in the Songjin arch, south of Wonsan, noar and in

- Kansong ond at CT 9575, whoro the U.S. Rangers wore trappod, osbimatod

damego wast as follows: dostroyed 4 trucks, 40 to 45 bulldings, 7
oxearts and 2 spans and tho bypass of a highwny bridge; dmmazoed 3 trucks _
and 8 Yo 10 bulldings; killed“S3 to 65 troops 6 mules.

Throe photo missions wore flown and completod eovoring tho sumply
routos nlong tho northonst const of Korone CAP md ASP wore flowm
throughout the doye - - _ '

1 April -

Moving the intordiction strikes to tho north tho PRINCTTON
Llounchod 30 F4U's and 2L AD's. 4An ostimated 329 rmuns wors made on tho
torgotoe ' : '

Striking the tramsportation systams around Chongjin, Songjin,
ond Hlchu domage to tho onemy wns ostimetod as follows: doastroyod
5 trucks, 1 bullding, 4 ratlrond cars, rallrond tracks at 19 noints,
rallrond switches at 5 points, 1 rnilvoad wator tank and 1 railvond
bridge; damnged 5 dbuildings, 1 truck and reilrond track nt 3 Pointse

RosCop wns flown over LIJG W.0. WIIDSON, of VA 702 stationcd’
atoard the USS BOXTR. ILUJG WRDSON boilod out of his AD-4 obout 15

- milos northwost of Kilelm after beoing hit by onomy AL firc. Tho

PRIICZTOL¥s holicoptcr, piloted by LTJG JyL. BLADTS of HU-1, trovolod
20 milcs inlend to offcet the roscuc and safe return of tho dowmod pllot,

CAP tnd ASE woro flown throughout the day.
2 April - | | |
| Tounching o total of 44 T4U's, 25 AD's snd 10 FSP's tho

FRUICETON furnished clono siyr support to tho advaneing Unitod Hations‘,__

forces plong with intordiction strikos against onomy supply routoss
An ostimatod 583 runs ware made on tho targeto, '

Striking from Wonsan to Pyonggmig, from Womsan to Knangyong and
elong the front in the Chunchon and Yongyang areag, dmmage to tho onomy
wos ostimated as follows: dostroyod 8 truecks, 1 Joop, 4 duildings,

15 oxerris, 1 locomotive, rrilrosd tracks nt 18 points and opans of
2 rollrond bridgoes; drmngod 4 trucks; probably dostroyed 5 tricks,
ond 3 rellroad cars, Plancs from the PRIFCITON also destroyed 1
holicoptor which crnshed behind onomy lines while roscuo work on

31 Mexchg :
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A photo mlssion was flown and campleted for damage assessment on
bridzes along the northesstern swply routes of the enemy. "CAP and
ASP vere flown throughout the day.

3 April -

e

The USS PRINCETON replenished at sea,
4 April - |

Unfavorable weather conditions forced cancellation of all air
operations on 4 Lpril at which time the USS PRUICETQ deparbed the
vperating area and procesded %o Yokosuka, Honshm, Japah., On & 4oril
the PRINCETON arrived Yokosuks for schedulcd availability and recreation.

PART 111 Perfermance of Ordnante Matorial and Zquipment:
As Maintenance of Ordnancet

(1) e general performamce of the ordnance squipment for the period
covered by this report was vary good, No casualties were oxperiencoed

on tho 5%/38 or 20MM gun mounts and only minor casualties oceurred

on ithe 40MM mountse TFlrce ¢ontrol easualtioes worc normal in numbor.

A% this time, 1t may bo said that by following instructions on wintere
izing oquipment, as laid down in variods ordnance pamphlcts and

ordnance data booklots, this vessel has experiencod satisfactory
porformance of all. ordnsnce cquipment throughout the past wintor montha,

(2) The most serious fire control casualty occurred on the aftor

CFCS Mk 56, located in the vieinity of the port gallery decl:, Thls
casvalty, the oxact nature of which has not boon determined, limlted o
automatlc fuze sétiings to a maximum valuc oquivalont to 8,000 yards S
“of vange on tho af ter port 57/38 singlo mounts for =z periocd of five
(6) wocks of oporation; To date, thim casunlty has not boen olimine

atad, GE enginoers arc assisting ship!s force in lecating thu troublg.

(3) Vhen this vessol was rocommssmned two (2) GFCS Mg 56 roplaced
tho two (2) provioudly instslled GFCS, Mr 57. 'Tho new syctoms are
- far more complex md require a great deal more maintenonce by highly
qualificd personncl. It is folt that the nrcscnt allovance of four
(4) ¥T's is not adequate to sorvice the.oleetronic oquipment assigned
to tho firo control division including the two (2) GFCS, 1k 56
mentioned above. It is rocommended that the present allowance of
four (4) FT's be increased to six (6) for the prosontly inshllcd
oqp.ipmcnt.
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(4) The fire control radar Mk 25 located in the forward Gun
Drector Mk 37 vas discovered to have a considerable guantity
of water in the wave gulde, This water aprarently gained entrance
via an improperly installed radar antenna flexible wave guide meal,

(3) Approximately five (5) percent of the 250§ bombs dropped on
lergets requiring skip bombing techhitque resulted in casoes bursting
or low order detonations. Some of thesc malfunctions ware prodably
due to the excessive spoed of thé dropping afrcraft; othors due to
the bombs! thin case.

(6) Fumorous 2503 and a fow 500§ G4FP. bombs have loosc base plates _
ant as a resuld the tall vane cannot be tightened, making 1t necossary
to survoy tho bombs, Indications are that tho bombs arc not getiing
& thorough insposction aftor being ovorhavlod. JApproximatoly fifey

-(80) percont of all bombs roscived on board to dato have an oxcessivae

amount of Eroasc i.n the fuze cavitiea.

(7) Tho bomb olevators wors not dosignod for consbdant use, as is
necogsary for the prosent type of oporations, and thorefore roequire
vory froquont and rogular maintonance with roplacoment of parts,
mainly auvtomatlec switchos of all typos. .

Ammunition oxponded - during poriocd of this report:

ombs Fuzes ~
2000 1b 6P 57 - AN-M103AL : 174
1000 1bv 6P 732 ANMIZOAL 3079
1000 1b SAP 7 Al-}14041 738
500 1b gp . 362 A-M168 v 4148
280 1h 6P 3008 A1 00A2 - 65681
160 1b 6P W/F _ 3714 A-M10142 : 297
260 1b Frag 1765 AT-}10242 920
Bomb Ejector - AN-M166 ' 70
Gartridec Mk 1 : 28 M115 _ 387
. _ ML16 183
- wgpalm M7 106
' MLE? _ 924
Jap Menufacturcd ' M243 - 138
Hapalm Tanks 468 Mi24A1 (6 Hr) . 2
lapalm Thickener 21,510 M124a1 (12 Er) 1
o ' " - Miz4al (24 Br) 9
Roekots ML26A1 {6 Hr) . 14
Mma5a1 {12} He) 15
6%5 ATAR Hoad 231 ML2BA1 (36 Hr) 10
5% Rocket Hoad Mk 6 AN-M219 . 116
HVAR 1243 :
14
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o4 Motor 1480 . Alrernft Ammnition

383 Eocket Motor 104

35 Read MK 8 Solisd 7 2044 Alreraft | 118,774
Fuze Roeket - . “ 0alibro 50 431,870

. Mk 172 ' 38  AfC Parachute

Fuze Rocket . : Flaros Mk & 186
Mk 149 : 1247 A/C Parechuto -

Flarcs Mk 8 -8
PAET IV Rosume of Battle Damage - Own and Inomy:
‘As  Own = Tho shi; sustained no 5attld.damag0-
Be Tnomy - Por damago inflicted 'upén the snomy seoc onelosurc (3).
ZARE Y Porasonncl, Performanco and Casualtios:
A» Casualtios
. Thoro wore no porsmnol casusltios suffored by shi:g-'a comprny.
during thosc oporaiions, Sao enelosuro (3} for Alr Croup WITZTEEET
casualticsa. :

_B. Forformanco:

Tho performances of poersonncl during thoe poriod of this roport

' was oxcollont. :

PARR VI Spocial Commontas
e Oporatidns:
1, &dr Oporationss

Do to the limitod informotion dorived from a surface

‘navigation chart lald on tho IRT in Air Oporations, an aoronavtical

chert of the target aroa, covorad with 2 shoot of ploxiglass mounted
on o hingo, was 1lald on the chart tabls, and a parallel motlon pro.
trootor was instellod in ordor to obtaln gulckor and moro accursto
informatime 411 boarings and distanecs from Point Obos woro thus
ropdily obtainable. An overlay with recco routos, dump torgets, jig
points, ~nd tho currant bomblino was plrcod over the aoronautienl chart,
thoroby kooping this vital information currcend as woll as readily ag-
cossiblo, Thoe IRT with surfaco chart is now usod for surface Inforw
mation only, such as: sghip's boaring and distonco frem Point Obeo,
ond the locations of various othor shipping in the arcs plus thoir
movonontse Thlg sysiom has proven to bo vory satisfactorys -
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%o provide a ready reference for flight information and to sliminate
unnecessary voice communicaiions, an edge lighted status board was
installed in Alr Operations facing the entrance %o CIC, The back of
this status board was coveresd with plywood in order that the readability
from within CIC would be facilitated. The procedure for itd uwse iz as
follows: the dally hops are 1listed by Alr Operations with launch time,
recovery time, event nmumber, number and type of ailreraft echeduled, '
misglon, and flight leader's call, CIC lists the control ship and con~
trol channel for each hop., 4s flights are launched, the launch time
is erased and an arrow drawn in its place to signify that a1l planes
for that flight are airborne. The number laurched is then corrected if
it differs from the number scheduled. 'hen planes are shifted to the
control frequency, the letter "S¥ is placed in front of the arrow (S-—)

indicating to CIC that the planes héve shifted frequencies, This method
- requires no voice transmissione between Air Operations and CIC. TVhen

Planes are returning, and shifted from control ships to Land/Launch
frequency, Air Operations assumes positive control, and the frequency

-shift designation (§), launch arrow, and the landing time are erasecd,

and L/L placed alongside the retuming flight, As flights are recovered,
they are complotely erased from the status board., This system has proven
very satisi‘actory for the purpoge for which it was designed.

" 2« Intelligence:
2e Charts:

(1) The following is an evaluation of the charts now in
use by the pllots of Cerrier Air Group NWIWTITTH, and
is based on a poll conducted among approximately 807
of the pilots on board, The charts in use by the
Alr Group are the World Aecronamitical Chart. (scale
1:1,000,000), the P4lotngt chard {scalb 1:2500,000)
tho Aeronautical Avproach Chart (scdle 1:860,000),
tho AMS Map series I~B52 (seale 1:250 000), end the
AMS series 1~751 (scalc 1:50,000),

{2) Probably tho most popular of the above charts is |
the Pilotage Chart (scale 1:500,000), since it com-
bines, in the newer issues, a well presented UT .
grid, ground elovation reprecented by color varias
tions, and a convenlence in size not afforded by
the larger 1:260,000 scole chartds,

(3) In somo cases (CAS, rocco of small area, etc.) more
- detail and a2 larger scale are necessary, and many
pilots are using a 1:1250,000 scale chart for such
work,
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Tuer: 1s » divided opinion, however, which ehort

(the Acronautieal Apnroach Chart or the ANS Map Sories
I~552 is tho boftor for this purposce Some pilets
profer using tho Aeronavtical Ghart beocruse of the
clevation prosontation in coler, while other nilots
have accoptod the I-552 Mop for its grentor detail and
agcuracy, rogordloss of 1ts mony physlcal drowbocks,

The world Acronautical Charts (WAC) recoivo o limitod
anount of use for long range navigation nd for orion- .
tation purposcs whon pilots arc now in tho arens The
AMS Map sorios I-751 (séalo 1:150,000) hrs proven voe |
lusblo for bricfing purposcs, and for pinpeinting prow
briofed targots whore photo covernge is not rvailnbloe

Tho pilots eriticism of the charts nrc ineluded bolow :
for informntion ond considoration of possible revisions
to charts in the future,

() Gonora) sugzostions apnliceblc $o nl1 cherts

(1) 444 compass rosca to ch-ris,
(2) Add more senlos to charise
{3) Print all eharts with UMM eride
(4) Usc a plastic matorial on which n groase poncil
may be used without harming tho chart pormanon-
tiye . B '
(5) Indientc olovrtions in foot rnthor than metorse
{6) Stondardize nemos usod on chorts or include :
. both nnmos, ' '

(b) WAC (scale 1:1,000,000)

(1) Indicato major reilroads snd hizhvoys more
clonrly, -

(2) Usc .same color ink on o1l printings. _Thorc is
soma confusion in roading olovotions by color
variation boeausc of this discroprncys

(Q) Pllotoags Chort (scale 1¢ 500, 000)

(1) Mcke groator distinetion botwoon radlrords emd
highways, o L '
(2} Again the color verintions frem shart to chard
- eause confusion in ronding olovations,
(3) Const lino blends too woll with the wator, eon~
sequently coastal foatures arc lost -nd emnct
roositioning becomes difficult, '

!
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Ther> ig » divided oPinion, howover, which chart

(the Aoromoutieal Approach Chrort or the ANS Map Sories
1552 is tho bofitor for this purpose, Some pilots
profer using tho Aeronautical Chart becrusc of the
olevrtion prescntation in coler, while othor nilots
have acecpted the I-552 Map for ite grontor dotnil and
cascurney, rogordloss of 1ts moany physical drowbocks,

(4) Tho world Acronnutical Charts (FAC) receive o limited
' anount of use for long rango navigotion rnd for orion- .
tation purposcs whon pilots aro now in tho arcas Tho
AMS Map serios I~75L (stolo 1:80,000) hrs provon voe
luablo for bricfing purposcs, and for winpointing prow
Priofed targots whore photo coverngs 1s not ovailnblos

(5) Tho pilots eriticism of the charts nro included below
for informntion and considoration of possiblo rovislons
to charts in tho futurc,

fa) Gonoral suggostlons anwllcﬂhlo $0 nll chorts

(1) Add compnss roscd to ch-ris,

(2) Add moro seales to charts,

{(3) Print a1l chorts with UMM zrid. .

(4) Usc a plastic matorial on which a zrense poncil
may be used wilthout harming tho. chﬁrt T OTIO O i
t1y.

(58) Indiecatc clovrtions 4in foot rothor than meotorse

(6} Stendardizo nemos used on chorts or include -
both nnmos, '

(o) WaC (scale 1:1,000,000)

(1) Indicate major rrilroads ond hizhunys moro
clonrly,

(2) Use same color irk on =1l printingse 'Thors is
some confusion in ronding olovotions by color
variation boerusc of this discropqncya

tc) Pilotage hart (s=ale 11500,000)

(1) Mrkc gronter distinction bctwcon roilrords and
hizhwvays.
2) Again tae color varintions from ehart to chart
eauge eonfusion in rooding olovatfonse
(3) Const lino blends too woll wiih the wntar, cone
soquentily coastal foaturos aroc lost ond egnet
positioning boconos difficult, '

i
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(4) dppronsh Charts (scrle 15250,000)

(1) Tis chert lacke doteil on smoll roads, hille,
towns, rnd othor ground fenturos which 1t
should hawo for accuratc roporting of locations
attnckod, '

(0) A8 Map sorics I~552 {scalo 1:2504000)

(1) Uso a good grado of paper on succceding issucs,
Tho prosont popor tears aftor only o fow
~ misgions, ‘
(2) Moko desigmations for bridgosy tunncls, ronds,
and railroads more outstanding. ,
(3) Tho coloring of tho chart 1s porheps 1ts most
- sorious drowbackse Grid linos, smell towns,
socondary ronds, ote., do not stond out agyinst
the groon background, Tho rod dottod TOPrO oo
tatlon of tho mnin highways disamenrs under
rod light uscd by the night fightorse Tho -
~ shndows on the hills arc such thet the sun

- would be from the north., which confusos rocog- -

nition of ground fonturos,

(4} Tho dotail mnd nccurncy of this map, combined
with tho color code elovotion syastom of the
aoronauticel charts, and printed on » more
durablo papor would make on ideal chort for use
by nawel aviators.

(6) Comments by the Jot Fighter Squodron are ineludod
soparatoly bdocauss of the spocializod type of missinn

they perform,

(n)

(v)

The maps prosontly used by this Sgusdron nro:

{1} 135004000 Pilntngo, (2) 12250,000 Approach
ond (3) the 1:250,000 Im552, Tho I~552 is usod
very oxtonsively by the majority of pilots who -
havo acecpted 1t as acournto snd rolisbloy - The
romapks of ¢$his roport should be consldored 4n
the light of the assignmonts of tho FOF whick hns
boen- lowelovel, armod rocomnaissaonce over the main
linos of travole ' C
Thoe main critielsm sooms not t6 be with the I-552

itsclf, but rathor the physieal handling of the -

charts in tho cockpite This is due to tho size of
tho mep and also duo to thoe faet that one flight

moy require the use of 2 or 3 chortas It hre boon
suggosted thot strip mops bde printed to facilitato
hrndlings Also, tho necd for some sort of a folder
13 rpparont.
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be Porsornel allocation, rocommondationas f ‘["

(1) As tho adircet rosult of four (4) months operations

£

%
S S

- €

A Tolder in which charts arc folded ond reooctate

‘eovored 8o that portinent information ean bo noted

in greasc poneil whilo in flight would bo profo-
rable. Possibly the type of paper should bo of .
bottor quality, having more rosistence to folding

and rough usagc. Anothor suggostion for improving
rooadability is to bring gut coordinnte lines and
fesignatlons through tho wse of controsting color
linos, Tho prosont printing is Aifficult %o road _
quickly bocouso the coordinate linos blend into the
groon cantour shadinga, ' '

in the Korcan combat aroca it is rocommended that
tho air intelligonco scetion on bocrd CV closs ships
bc augmentod as indicutodz

(a) That an sllowanco of five (5) officursy, gqualifiod
for ghip air intolligence dutics be osiablished - Y
for a OV class ship, and that those officers bo \
on board prior to tho doparture of this class
ship from tho continental Unitcd Stntes for any : ‘
forword combat aron, E

Ho..ﬁénk _ Qualifications
1 It. Ship's Alr Intcllisonco 0fficor
1 it, Ship!s Photo Intorprotor

-1 Lte(Jz) Asst. Shipls Alr Intollizonce Off.
2 TFnsa, Asste Shipls Alr Intollizonce Off,

 (b) That tho AT Grou; bo provided with on Air

- Group Intclligzence Offiecor of thae ronk of
I% or LCDR and that cach squadron ( leoss com-
nositoc units assiznod ) bo provided with a nope
fl;inr Alr Intolligonce Officor of the romk.¢f
Lte (js) or Ens, This complemont would normally
allow five {5) AIOls for a cavrior oir zroups

(¢) T™hat the qualificatlons of the offlcors listed

Cin {a) ond (B) above prior bo assiznmont bo as

followss

(1) ship's Air Intclligonce Gffieormwgraduata
of Waval Intolligonce School, Aanncostia,
D.C, {6 months intslligonece coursc or 8
wocks alr intelligonco cource) or the
Gommandor Ar Forco Pacific Flect Air In~

. telligonco School, Nele8¢ Aloncdna, Califernia,

(2) Shipls Photo Intorprotomegradunte of a PI
schonl,

(3) Assistent Ship's Alr Int: 1li'anco Officaors
and Alr Growp Intslllgonco OfFECor O



(4

(o)

(2) Although the allowance recommended above represents

have an ontry to that offoct ploced in thoir offfe

- Burcau of Naval Porsommol, as well os individual ©
- commands, in tho soloction and assignmont of such

e

graduntes of Naval Intolligonco School, Anse
costla; D.C. { 8 wooks air intellizonco courso )
or tho Commander Alr Force Pacific Floot Air
Intclligonec Schonl, Nad,Se Alamoda, Califor-
It is furthor rocomendod that officors considord |
qualificd by tholr commanding officar {ship or air
group as applicedlo) as Air Intolligonce Officors

einl rcecord and that o codo numbor bo nssizned for
this qunlification. This cntry would aid tho

officors, and in filling any authorized allowanco
with qualifiod porsonncle _
That an additional allowance of four (4) onlisted | -
men be ostablished to sorve ag intclliszonce office
porsonnoly this allowanec to be ac followse

1 Quartormastor ~ 32d clocs
1 Yoonan - 2nd elass
2 YToomnn Strikers

a radical increase in the present allowance of one
(1) Lieutenant, it is consldered well justified,

and vitally egeential under present combat operat-
ing conditions, The 1ntelligzence process is not

a part time job in any sonsé of the word, It not
anly requires the full attention of every officer
assigned to air intelligence duties, but reguires

a 24-hour day in order to function properly end co-
horently. The orgsnization of the Air Intelligeonce
scctlon on board this ghip vequires the full servieos
of the assigned ship's AIO's in order %o prepare
flash reports, daily air intolligonco summerics, .
sltuation and flak plotting, corroction, and main- -
tonance of intolligonce publications, pilot intore’
rogation, and tho preparation of target briefing -
material. On board tho PRINCEION, the Air Intollim
gonco soetion 1s fully rosponsible for the adequacy,
and corroctness of all alr intolligenco date that

in disseminatod to Sauadvon AIO!s,

Sec onclosuros (1) aﬁ&f{a) for Soction Organ-
ization and Assignmonts.
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3» Oommanieations:

In order to provide more working spaco for tho Orypto pore
somncl, it has boon nocessary to rolocato tho Crypto Room fyrom
comparimont B-0207-C to tho aftor ond of compartmont B-O0LO0L-CL.
This arrangement has proven most_satisfactory in that the hoovy
volumo of traffic cam now bo hondled with comparative oase, How-
avory 1t has "sprosd® tho Main Commmication Soetion over throc
docks, -

It 1o rocommendod that Radloe One, Moln Commmication Office,
and Crypto Room bo rolosnted in adjacont compartmonts with ascoss
betwoan compartments on board thias elass shipe 3By soparanto corrog-
pondoneo, sbovo rocommondation will bo forwarded vin official
chonncle o tho Buroou of Ships. Such rolocotion would provide
o moro officlont organization of tho Commmnisation Socetion of tho
Oporctions Dapartmant, and rosult in o docronsc in pargonnal
roguiroments, Additionnd filos now roquired and much duplleation
of cffort could B0 oliminated by such roloecation,

4, Aorology:

On tho whole, wenthor conditions couscd o marked dosronso in
the nurbor of dnys with favorabdblo flying comditions, as somporoed
with provious action poriecds. Cloud covor incronged and vigibility
dooroasod as tho winter monsoon bogon to glve wny to tho summor
monBoone

Tho followlng gonéral summnry indicates avorago woather con-~
ditions oxperioncod: _

(2) During the first half of tho poriod, procipitation
wae usunlly in tho fomm of light snow. During tho
lottor half of the porled, procipltation form chrmgod
to rain or drizzlo with ocensionnl 1ight onow.

(b) Toward tho cnd of tho period, the froquoney of fog ovor
tho eold wator off tho northenst const of Koron showed
o morkod inercagse, Thore woro olevon days during tho
poriod whon visibility was reducod bolow 5 milos duo
to fog, hazo or procipitntion.

(c) Moximum tomperature oxporioncod was 60 dogroos T.:
minimum tomporature wns 15 dogroos F. dally average
tomporature was 41 dogrees.

(4) Eighest wind velocity Logeed wns 49 knots: lowest
velocity was calm, Avernge veleocity for the period
wog 17 knots and predeminont direction was WNV.
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(e) The averagze wober tem?emtm-e in the opsrnting nres wnas
42.5 degrees F. The maximum water temperature logged
was 58 degrees F. and the minimum was 34 degrees ¥,

Woter temperature showed a markad dlfference depending wpon

tho loention of the ship,
(£) At times, atmospheric static, ow interforence, and £nding
signals modo 1% imposslble to odbtain any weather informoe
tlon via RAPIY for severcl hours. It is rocommended that
transmisslon powor of AIF Tokyo be increased, as this

station is tho primery source of weathor {nformntion in
ths Korean arca. :

Bopommendntions:

It is strongly recommended that all enrriers, especinlly
flagships, beo provided with rndio facsimile equipment as soon

os nossibles Such oquipment will aid forecastors in the Korean
argt imuoosurably. '

. By Hnglnoering:

(1) Domngo Control - no comments

(2} Moin Propulsion - With jot plonos on bonrd, it is nocossary
to steam oight boilers quito froquontly, which provents sy
boiler cloaning while undorwny, Therofore, it 1s neccessary

§0 anter port porlodically to pormit boilor cleaning snd
eopolir work, ' '

(3) Mectrical - no commenta

(4) Moctronics -
() Model A/SPS-6B Badox

The gonoral porformanco of tho AN/SPS-6B rndar, for tha
porlod covered by this report, was good. Its performmnee -
gould be considered excollont oxeept for the fact that the
ontenna stolle whon rolative winds blow acrose the dock of
forty-five knots or grenter, Numorous porformmnce checks
hove boen made by the chip's forece in on offort to improve
tho rotatlonnl stability of the antonna in high winds. Tho
antonna drive gystom, and fts associated control eirculds,
aro ¢onazldered to bo oporative in accordnnco with design
gpecifiontions, : '
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. (B)

Air
(1)

(b) Moxk ¥ IFF Squipment

4 Modol AN/UP4~3 antomna is installed for operation with
tho lork ¥ IFF systom, This nntenna, ns in tho case of tho
AlNl/8PS-6B antonna, s$nlls in rolative winds of forty knots or
gractor. Porformanee chocks indieste that the sntemnn drtve
syston is oporating in nccordance with dosigned gpocifications,

Two entonnne orce installed for operntion with the Mark V
IfF systom. The A/UPA-3 antonna 1s slavod to the 8X radar
entonna when IFF prosentation is dosired on tho 8X scope, Tho
Al SP5~6B antonna supports o small ReF. radintor as an intogral
pexrt of the antennn, and is used whon IFP prosontntion L1g Ao
sirod with the AN/SPS-6B scopo. Sinco both antonncs bocomo ine
operativo in rolatively high winds, the Mark V IFF systom, re wall
as the A/SPS-6B radar, is rondercd uscless. This is considerod
o dmgorous situction, particulerly when airecrnft cquipped with
Mork ¥ IFF are nirborno. : '

Recommendationss

It is rocommendod that wind tunnel tests be porformed on
subjoct ~ntennas and corrective nction be promi}gatod to tho
flect in tho form of Flold Changes.

Andio Communications:

Considorablo communication difficultios, in tho form of §oe _
vare recolver intorforence, havo boon oncountorod during tho por-
i0d covorod by this reports Tho source of tho radio intorforonco,
for tho most pat, is knowm to originatc on boardse Duo %o tho
hoovy domand on redlo communieation facilitics, ocquipmont suoe
pocted of gonorating the neisc could not bo shut dewn for adogqunto
inspoetion, : C

Dopartmont

Catepult operations during the period of this reoort wero heevior
than normel due to an ineroasc in tho use of Jjot %ypo alreraft.
™o total numbor of shots for this poricd was 489 ae comparod with
264 for tho lost oporating porioed, Ontapult shots by typo wore
288 FOortg, 83 Apls, 112 F4U's, ond 6 THM!'s. During a pro-dawn

- hecklor lounch on tho morning of 31 March, ono (1) AD-4 with n

grogs wolght of 20,000 pounds roceived a cold shot duc to 2 broken
bridlo, This was the third aceidont of this naturc during pro-

. dawn catapult launchoss. All throe accidents havo beon with AD

type aireraft. Fortunntoly, however, a1l threo aireraft have
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(4)

stoppod approximntely onowholf way down tho catapult track,
Although it has not boon dofinitely detormined, it 1s boliceved
that tho last accident was caused by ono loop of tho bridle veing
above the shuttlc whon tho entapult was firods

The total number of deck launchos for tho poriod was 1,203, Deock
lounchos by typo wero 750 F4U's, 485 AD's, ond 18 TB's. Onc AD-4Q,
loaded for a strike migsion ond grossing 22,240 pounds, bocamo
sirborne at the numbor ono sleovator in o somi~stalled attitude.
Tho -31let continuod to increasc the noso attitudeo until the aine
eraft stanlled mmd crashed into the wator just forward of tho wort,
bow, Tho pilot wae rocovoerad and returned to.the ship by hclicop-
tor within two (2) minutos aftor the crash. Howover, tho crash
proved fatal for a civilian who was an authorizod passonger aboard
tho plane, The dock run was started at 580 feot with 44 knots of
wind ncross tho deck,

Arrostod landinge for the periocd totaloed 1,741, Lmdings by type
wero 287 FOF's, 864 F4U's, 566 AD's, and 24 TBM's, On 26 Fobruaryy
one (1) FOF wns succossfully lended with the tail hook in the
gtreomed position aftor all attompts to lower the hook hod failods
fhe pilot, instructed to lond in a vory tail low attitude, coughd
tho number 2 cross deck pendant, -

On 27 Tobruary whilo tho guns of #n FAU-5F woro boing elenred on
tho honpor dock prior to a hydrawlic check, onc (1) round of
DL ammunition was fired from cach outbonrd gun, rosulting in
oxtonsive damage to two (2) alrerafts. Fortunately, tharc were
no ersonacl mjuriss, The aceidont was coused by tho failure

of tho ordnencomon to follow known safoty procautions,
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CinlPacFlt (acvanceo)
ComlavFo (advanco)
Com7thalt (advancs)
ComAlr>ne

CTF 77 (advonec)
ConCorDiv QIR
ComlarDiv THRER

_GomCo.rDiv FIva :

0, USS PHILIPPINT sTA

0y USS BOXER

COy USS BT HOiy:E RICHARD
00, USS ESSEX

CaG 2

CAG 5

Cac 11

CAG 19

CAG 19X .
CinPac Sveluntion Growp (5)
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