U.S.S. PRINCETON (CV-37)
: FLEET POST OFFICH
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

DCT/pec
CV37/A4-3
Serial:-
sl 080
From: Commanding Officer, USS PRINCETON (GV-37)
gg a . {(jilieng‘f?I';a(%l Oneratlono DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
: DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
(2) Com7thFlt ' ' DOD DR 5200.10
(3} ComNavFE '
(4) CinCPacFit ’

Subj: Action Report for the period of 14 April 1952 through
16 May 1952

Nef: (a) OpNav Instruction 348C.4
(b} CVG 19 Confidential ltr ser 012 of 16 hay 1652 -
Air Attack Reports for the period 1 May through
13 May 1952

1, In accordance with reference {a) the Action Report for the
periocd 14 April 1952 through 16 May 1952 is hereby submitied,

PART T Composition of Own Forces

‘Pursuent to CTHF 77 Confildential dispatch 22045827 of April
1952, the UiZ PRINCETON (CV-37), with CVG 19 embarked, departed
Yokosuka, Honshu, Japan and proceeded to the operating area
via Okinawa, On 30 April the PRINCETON rendezvoused with TASK
FCRCE 77.

TABK FOR G“ 77 was composed of four Aircraft Carriers, the
USS PRINCETCN (CV~37), the USS BOXsR (CV-21), the USS PHILIPFIND
EA (CV-47), and the USS VALLEY FORCH (ov-asf, along with
various heavy support and screening ships.

MISSION:

The mission of this force, as set forth in CTIF 77
OpOrder No, 22-51, second revision, was-to conduct a systematic
program of air and surface interdiction, provide close air
support of ground operations, assist in maintsining control of
vital sea areas and operate as a fast carrier task force when
directed, in order to support UN Forces in Korea and 1o support
the pollcy of the United States in the Far East,
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PART I1 Chronological Order of Events,
14-17 April

Arrived Yokosuka, Honshu, Japan. Granted dock side avail-
ability for voyage repairs,

18 April
Moored outer harbor in a ready carrier status,
19-20 April

_ Underway off Eastern Coast of Honshu, Japan conducting
refresher flights,

21~24 April

Moored oubter harbor Yokosuka in a ready carrier sbatus,
25«26 April

Departed Yockosuka, Honshu, Japan and proceeded to Okinawa,
27-28 April

Operating- off Okinawa, a total of 158 sorties were flown
to provide CAP, ASP, Close Air Support, Photo, Strike and
Tactical Air Coordination Missions for a joint Army, Alr Forcs,

and Navy awmphibious training operation.

Departed Okinawa on the afternoon of 28 April for the
operating ares,

2G April
Inroute operating area and TASK FORCH ?7;
30 April

Rendezvoused TASK FORCE 77 early in the moraning and pro-
cecded to replenish at sea,

The first launch of the helicopber resulted in the loss
of the helicopter off the port bow. The pilot and the two
passengers wers recovered unharmed,

Shortly after the crash and while alongside the USS CACAPON
{A0-52), the PRINCETON had an electrical fire in engine room !
number one (1) and lost steering control teinporarily, resulting ;
in a minor ¢ollision with the CACAPON. -
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ICURLTY LNFORMATTON
1-2 May

Conducted air opcr-tions off northecostcern Xorca, Day and
aight cttacks werce nade from Hophung to Songjin. 185 sortics
were conducted during the perioed,

3=4 Moy

Air operations were restrictod duc to replcenishment on thoe
Third, ond duc to adversc weather on the Fourth, 4 limitcd
nuaber of ottocks were node betweon Wonsan and Songjin. 90
gortics werec cornductcd during the period,

-6 May

Conducted zir opcrations off northeostern Korca., Both day
-nd night attoacks were nmade from Wonson to Chongjin, 181 sortics
weve eocunducted during the poriod,

Oinc FLU-4 was lost duc to meehenical malfunctioning, The
rilot was rocovercd unharncd,

7 Moy Replconished of sca,
S=10 Moy

Conducted air opcrations off northcastern Korca., Day and
dight attocks werc nade from Wonsan to Chongjin, 289 sortics
were conducted during the period,.

11 May Replenishcd at sca.
12-13 lny

Conductcd oir oncrations off northeastcern Korcn, Day and
nigkt atbocks were nrdc fror Wonscn to Chongjin, 207 sortics
wore conductcd during the period,

Onc FLU-L waos lost duc to cncmy action. The pilot was
reeovered unharicd, :

=15 Moy

Depertced T..8K FORCEZ 77 and procccdcd to Yokosuka, Honshu,
Jopal,

16 May

Arrived Yokosuko, Honshu, Japan for a period of rest and
rcercation,

PLRT ITI  Ordnancc.
e - Porforncnca

1. Ship:
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SECURITY INFORMATION

There were no casualties to ordnance equipment during
this period. The following casualties ocourred to fire-control
eduipment:

(a) After MK 37 director - This vessel experienced a
casualty which caused the MK 25 Mod 2 radar on the after MK 37
divector to be inoperative Tor approximately 11 days., The -
solenoid control switch C-02653, which shifis the antenna from
Spiral to conical scan, was defective, and the automatic radar
traclking feature would not track 1in automatic because the an-
tenna would not vemain in conical scan, Repalr consisted of
clcaning and adjusting contacts in the solenoid control switoch,
The sxeccssive +time required to effect repair was due to high
winds and darken ship. Details will be covered in the Radar
:onthly Performance and Operationsal Report,

(b) Forward MK 56 director Radar MZ 35 Mod 2 - Thig
casualty occurred in the autonatic frequency control circuits
of the MK 35 radar ip the forward MK 56 director, Approximatcly
10 kours of working time were required to restore the casualty,
which was dus %o change of value or sSeveral resistors in the
digcriminator,

(¢) After GFCS MK 56 - This vessel formerly experienced
severe casualties due to vibration in radar room 54, compartment
0-0204~C, 1In some instances, welded mountings were shaken off
bulkheads, Shock aountings zShipAlt OV 185) werec installed
daring yard overhaul, There have been no major casualties
traceable te vibration since that time,

(d) Casualty wo LOMYM Dircctor MK 51 Mod 6, GFCS MK 63,
Shipts No. 41 - AS a result of ship collision, the director
Toundation and surrounding structure werec damaged. The dircctor
systoem and MK 34 radar suffered no casualties and remained
opcrable, Structural damage to the dircctor foundation caused
the roller path to be positioned oul of alinement with the
horizontal referenec plane, New roller path data is required
to deteranine the amount of shimming necessary to reorient
the director in the horizontal refersnce plans,

LOMM director MK 51 Mod 6 GFCS MK 63, Ship's No. 419 -
During a yard period the foundation ang pedestal of this diresce
tor were strengthened and reinforced in an effort to eliminate
ticcwsive vibraticns expericnced at Ooperating speeds. This
modirieation caused the vibrations to be transmitted to the
director tracking head, rondering the MK 15 sight 100 percent
inoperative, During the latest yard period the director with
medified pedestal wag removed and a new director was installed on
the strengthened foundation., A4 complete cvalugtion report was
nade to the Burean of Ordnance and activities concerned by means
of GO ltr CV37/X10 Serial 776 ata 21 April 1952, Since the
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ECU LTy LNFORMANWPON , _ .

vibration still exists and to a degree that is detrimental

to the fire control system, the MK 15 gunsight has been removed
to prevent its destruction. A director MK 51 open ring sight
has been installed as a substitute. A pair of MK 37 binoculars
vere mounted for use with the ring sight to facilitate acqui-
sition of visual targets beyond 6000 yards range., Two firing
runs (Uncle Type) were made with satisfactory results using

the director as modified %o control the nmounts,

2. Aviation:

(a) More than 50 percent of the aircraft parachute
flares (ANLI26) used during this period failed to operate satis-
factorily. The flares are of an old lot, manufactured in 1943.
“Yowever, one was broken down to see 1f the cause of the fajlures
could be determined, It was noted that the coppsr tear-wire
connecting the hang-wire and tear-wire cord was besnt and kinked,
and the knot in the cord tying into the tear-wire was loosely
connected, Also, in some flares the indentations in the flare
gase, whiech prevent the stabilizer chute cover from coming out
vntil the flare is released, were slightly dented, This slight
indentation could allow the stabilizing chute to fall out on a
hard catapult shot. An experiment was conducted on a daylight
flight, using three flares &s received and three in which the
¢ord had been securely retied, the tear-wire had been replaced
with new wire of the sane dlameter without kinks and the in-
dentations had been corrected. On the experimental flight all
three of the modified flares functioned perfectly. -Two of the
three dropped as reosived failed, Close observations made as .
the f1ares were released on this flight indicate that the wire
and knot are the principle causes of the failures of this type
flare Lowever, cancelled operations did not permit additional
use of the flares for thorough evaluation of the modifications.
This modification can be accomplished locally, An RUDAOE is
being submitted. '

(b) Bomb Racks and Leunchers:

(1} The Aero LL4LA racks have proved to be very
satisfactory as to loading and 0peration,
howsever, the following parts are critical
items and in short supply:

a., Araing salsn01dqaero 1LA bomb rack
RGLMGELLDES '

b. Release solenocid-Aero 14A bomb rack
R9A3 50A70B68

(¢} The followlng 20101 gun parts are considered
crltlcdl supply items and have hampered operations 1nvolv1ng
the guns in many instances:

SECUR I! Y“%RMTI ON _ -5-
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(1) Link chutes, 20 M4 outboard

R.H. R94C-291200
- L.H. R94C-291205

{2) Chargers, Aero lBA; 20l - R94~C-78550
(3} CGun ecircuit relay delay; ﬁl?R—5852ml5O
{L) Pour-way valve, RO4L-V-10000

(5) Pressure switch, Aero 2 4 R94~8-800505

{d) Out of 4732 bombs carried, 47, or 1.01% were
a0t dropped due to malfunctioning of release cnits, Of this
total, thres (3) malfunctions ocecurred on Mork 8 Mod 2 shackles
with AN-A2A release units; twenty~seven (27) on Aero 14A
launchers; twelve (12 on Mark 51 racks, and the remaining
five (5) on Mark 55 racks.

3+. Recommendations:

It is recommended that 1% ordnancemen per plane be \)
established as the ninimum allowance for scuadrons deployed
to WesPac, : .

i

B. Expenditure:

QUANTITY DESCRIPTTON QUANTITY DESCRIPTION
-8 2000:% GP 25467  20MM HEI; M97
315 1000# Gp 25331 208 INC, 196
510 500# &P 23343 20MM-APT, M95
1463 2504 GP 74974 Link, 20MM M8 or MSEL
R241, 100# ¢P - 92115 Cal. 50 APT M8
12 220/2605 WRAG 92115 Cals .50 INC. M1
54, AN-1M10341 L6060  Cals .50 API-T. M20
2629 AN-M13941 209390 Link; Cal, ;50 M2 :
18 AN-MI46 1320 1bs., Napalm Trpe 1 or M3
63 . AN-I166(T51/81) 29  Igniter Ml5
64 AN-M168(T91/E1) 29  TIgniter, M6
706 AN-Mk 219 32 Gas Tank _
3724 AN-MLOOAZ (ND) 18  A4/C Parachute Flare AN-M26
510 AN-M101A2 (,025) 151 Bomb Ejtr. Ctr. Mgl

321 AN-M10242 (,025)
PART IV Battle Damage
Ad Own | |
The ship suétained no battle damasze, See reference (bf,

4dr Attack Reports 1-52 through 66-~52, foi the battle danage
sustainsd by PRINGCETON aircrart,
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B. Enemy

See reference (b), Air Attack Reports 1-52 ﬁhrough 66-52,
for damage inflicted upon the enemy,

PART V Personnel Parformance and Casualities,
‘e Performance

Personnel performance has been very satisfactory and
worale has been high, The general mess feeds well and constant
cfforts are made for improvement, A liberal liberty policy
is maintained in port. Ship's disciplinary infractions are
wnch less numerous than when in CONUS. Incoming first elass
a2il was received every threc (3) or four (4) days on the line,

Due to the implementation of the Japanese peace treaty,
rest camp facilitiss arc being sharply curtailed, When indi-
cated, three day general leave privileges arc-being granted in
lieu of the rest camps, While more expensive, this is considered
satisfactory.

Since leaving the Navy Yard on 1 February, the Ship has
practiced a voluntarily controlled fresh water program with
N0 assigned water hours., Water rationing has not been
neecssary for nearly four months of operating, The gsllon
D6 man per day consumption of fresh water ‘is widely publi-
cized throughout the ship and can be gquite closely oontrolled
by regularly inforning the crew of ths per man consumption
necccssary to avoid controlled water hours, If the ship can
continue-this practics during the fortheoming hot summer
weather, . this program will have proved completsly suceessful.

The "Princeton Varicties™, initiated during tie ship's
previous Far Eastern cruisc, has beecn continued at sea, .
This program, broadoast by MC to all ship's spaces at 1800,
is generally listencd to by all hands., It sets forth the
days news, the latest reports on the days operations over
sorca, matters of an edmin¥strative or informative nature
desired for statcment or discussion, and finally a qucstion
and answer period, The lattcr has proved of great interest
to all hands and tends to cireulate ship's news, to correct
the circulation of misinformation apd to air the minor 1items
ol gripes and discontent which can be correctcd by goneral
inowledge of their cxistcnees., The "Waricties™ rrogram is an
¢stablished institution of the ship and her ercw,

A troupe of four VALIEY FORGE officers, transported by

helicopter, contributed an cxcellent show to all hands in
Eangar Bay Onc (1) while op the line,

-7




1
I. | ‘ .
-

SECURITY INFORMATION

Inter-division softball compebition is in progress
while in port. The ship's baseball tcam is receiving solid
suppoert, It is hopcd that the above mentioned plus a pro-
£ram promoting civilian show troupes on board and daily bus
tours to surrounding points of interest in Japan will gener-
gbe a corresponding decreasc in VD casualtics. _

os  Casualtics

There were no battlé casualtics suffered by either ship
Or air group personncl.

735 34 50, 8B4, USN, suffered a traumatic amputation of the
right foot when he became entangled in a rapidily running line
and wag carricd agelnst a fair-lead block on deck with suf-
Ticient violence to sever his right foot,

DPuring the replenishment of 7 May 1952, EARLY, Kenneth P., >
{

PLART VI Special Comments
A, Acrology
1. Wcather Conditions

During this operating period the summer monsoon
scoson began., Flying conditions were average to good, cxeept
Tor onc instance when fog persisted throughout most of the
deye. Huaze was prevalent during the poeriod although on only
three days did it restriet visibility to less than seven (7)
milcs., :

2. Communicotions

Facsimilec reception in gencral was satisfactory
elthough considerablc interference from CW transmission
cccurrcd, -

Radio-teletyps rsception was poor due to atmos-
pheric interfeorcncc. ‘

E. AIR GROUP NINZTEEN
1. Pcrsonnel

: During this first pcriod of combalt cperations, Air
Group personncl performance was cxecllent and morale oub-
standing, Pillots cxhibited a high degrec of flight pro-
flcicney as c¢vidcocnccd by the absence of any prop barricr
crashces and only two minor barrier engagements: one duc to
a parted wirc, the other the rcsult of a no-flap landing,

i . T s {r"\
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Mo personncl casualtics occurrcd and only two (2)
wireraft were lost at sea; one a ditching, thc other a bailout.
Joth pilots were rceovered uninjured,

A summary of pilots and pilot timec lost to thc Lir
Group from 1-14 Ifay 1952 is as follows:

Dcath G
Psychological 0
Injury 1
Illness | 2%
Disposition 1
Board -
Total L

“Pilots groundcd for colds for a period of two (2} days cach.

2, Opcrations.

From 1 May through 14 May 1952, Carrier Alr Group
TINETIEN flew 951 soritics for a total of 2325.5 hours during
won {10) opcrating days, A4All regularly scheduled missions,
slus two (2) additional night heckler missions, werc flown.

Operations during the period were primerily of an
intcrdiction naturc, with railroad bridges, fills, track, and
solling stock cs the main targets,

In low dcnsity flak areas bombing was donc by
Jivisions in rotation, with the division lcader notifying
the strike leadcr as he commencced his attack.  Bach planc in
the division thon madc an individual glidc bombing run from
5,000t <« 8,000', rclcased at 2,500* - 3000', and rccovercd
sbove 1,500', One division always stayed on top to spot
possible flak opposition and the drops of the division bomb-
ing., Dircctions of dive and recovery were varied, For missions
in high dcnsity flak arcas, coordinatcd attaocks were-made, using
the VF aireraft for flak suppression, Flights-were always
hnricred as to the dircetion of run, retircment, and rendczvous
nd all were variecd, Out-of-the~sun runs werc favored, -
standard relcasing altitudes of 2,500 - 3,000 fcct and pull
suts by 1,500 fect were followed, _

Damage asscssment was made after all runs had beon
somploted by both visual inspection and the use of tho K-25
mCTa, o
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Onc weck prior to joining TF-77, six pllots were
sont to the U.S8.S. VALLEY FORCE (CV-45) to fly indoctrination
flights with ATG-1 squadrons. This mctinod of indoctrination
of sclceted pilots proved to be most beneficial and a grcat
dcal was loarncd about tsetics, task forec opcrating proccdurcs,
and the cvervday mcchenies of conducting routine missions.

Four pilots of CVG 19, onc each from VF-192 and
V.=195 nnd two from VF-193, were locned to ATG-1 for the oporat-
ing period to help alleviate = eritical pcersonncl shortage
crzoated by hecavy losscs suffcrcd,

Air Group NIMETEEN adopted the wethod of o mastor
£1light schedulc proviously uscd by Carrier Lir Group FIFTEEN.
This systcm combincs the full day's flight opcratlons for all
squadrons on onc schedulc and contains the followling infor-
mnetion:

(1) Event MNumbcr (6) Voicc Call

(2} Typc Mission (7) Planc Assignmcnt

{3} TLaunch and Land Timc (8) Bricfing Rcady Rooms
{4} Pilots and Times

{5) Squadron (9) Strike Lcaders

Loargely @s a result of this gentralization, no scheduling
problcems were encountercd and the Alr Group was ablc to mect
all ossigned missions with coase.

4dditional plancs from VF-192 wcre schedulcd with thc
VC-3 night heeklors, os approved by CTF 77, and thelr success
indieates thot an inerccsc in night missions will rcsult in
added locomotive, rolling stock, and vchicular kills, \

It woe Tound during night heckler missions that motor
convoys and trains could be detceted at a considercble distance
at altitudes of 1000 - 3000 fcet above the terrain, depending
on the visibility, Initisl night attacks on targots known to
be dcfended by A4 batterics often mect with littlc or no Ad
firc, bub subsequcnt attacks rogsultcd in a rapid build up of
I ag batterics were manncd and putb into action.

On thc night of 12~13 oy, CTF 77 cxccubed Opcration
Insomnic, a serics of highly sucecssful night atbacks., Thc i
succcss of Operation Insomnia wes due in somc measurc o a
departurc from a schcdulcd routine in operations and the elo-

ment of surprisc thus gained. It is rocomncndcd thai gorc
offort be madc to gvold o scb pebtern in Lisob 2 % Opcrations.

R Tour L Io5ic COrricrs nQW“avdi’d?”g”_k ﬁgq;Q;ca1§ni$ ‘ i
gouid cgsily be socon i!-- wo schedule could - !
We nclude perhodlie operation of the four COITICTS 1n GAC
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TASK FORCE ne time,

Heavy strikes might be scheduled on
A NSO SR

3. MaintenénCG‘

ri

Squadron aircraft availability was high., No unusual
aslintenance problems were gnecountered,

Le ZElectronilecs.

It is believed that the effectiveness of ASP flights
would be greatly increascd by consistent use of the AN/APR 9
BCM veceiver in conjunction with Lhe AN/APS 20 radar, Becausc
only about 10 nercent of the ASP rlights are flown in company
with an aircratt carrying the AN/APR 9, a large number of con-
tacts have disappearcd upen investigation with no positive
evaluation possible, Sinec the AN/APR 9 provides a good means
Of positive evaluation on submarine contacts and is equipped
with multiple tuning units which cover the existing radar
frequoncy bands, it is rcoommended that the AN/APR 9 be in-
corporatcd in the ADLW airecraft if at all possible,

Meny of the APX-6 IFF scts have beon found %o contain
Taulty holding clamps for the high voltage rectifier and modul-
ator tubss. Replacements of these tubcs, which may be neecessary
after only a few ecarrier landings, have required approximately

two {2) man-hours per planc. .

The nose scctions of two APS-31B radomes were lost in
flight causing damage to the antenne, Flight limitations
wore not belng cxeeeded at the time the accidents occurred,
RUDEE's have beon submitted, These acceidents revealcd a
eritieal shortage of APS-31B spares and the fact that a parts
catalog or allowencs 1list is not availeblc has made requisie
tioning and replacemcnt of sparl parts almost impossiblc.

VC-~3 dctachment EASY has had scvoral AFX-6 impact
destructor switches actuated on carrier landings. It is
bclicved that the swing or whipping motion thet may result
freo: & rough carrienr landing is responsiblec for the uninton-
tional destruction of the equipment. At the prescnt time, an
investigation is being made to dectermine more conclusively
the cause and the possibility of correcting this situation.

5. BSBurvival
MK ITI cxposurc suits were issued to approximately

95 percent of the piloss prior to deployment. Nincty pcercent
were fitted at that tiae and the remainder while enroute to

SECURITY INFORMATION ~11-
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Pcorl Harbor, .1l remaining pilots were issucd sults and
fitted prior to dcperting Yokosuka for thce combat arca.

The following rccommendations aond comments arc sub-
mitted rcegording the MK ITT cXposurc sults: -

fee  The inside lincr should be monufacturcd in short,

moediuvm, and long sizes to fit pilots sqtisfgotorily. Duc to
voriavions in physiques, thc ginglc sizc presgntly 1lgou 5
not coufortoble for W1T“Qi£9}s. Primarily thc dlscomfort

Sults Irom tpe short lengbh between shoulder and crotch
CSﬂCOlgllj when sitiing.

b. ¥rist and ncck scals arc ca51ly-torn.

Gs G=sult hosc-~fitting is not availablc.

d., Gloves arc not satisfactory. ‘They causc cX-
cessive pergsplration of the hands 1n flluht and afford very
littlc protecetion in the watcr,

C. ALboub 25 perecnt of the suits hed to be
repaircd prior to usc duc to manufocturcrts lcaks which

were Giscovercd when the suits werc watcr Gested, 4

f. Boots includcd with the MK ITI sult arc
unsatisfoetory for trovel on foot., It is suggcested that the
ML inJuluuud rubbc; boot B¢ substituted. -

2o Logs of thic outsidc sult should bc made lonvcr.
It is iopossiblce to fit long-legred men in the preseribed
menner with the prescnt leg-length of the suit,

The ADSK-1 droppablc survival kit is designcd for
cold wenther conditions and aust be modificd Tor summcr con-
ditions, Also, all cguipment in the kit should be packed
in ¢ knapsack to facilitate removal from the kit and to
cnable the pilot to travel with his survival gear,

Retions should be rcpleecd in the PK-2 raft.
¢. CIC
1. Rodars

{a) &X - Th¢ 8X Radcr is the best all-purposc
rador cxecpt for jets and was in usc continuously during
opcrations, Proventive meintcnancc chcceks werce made during
rceplenishment days.

(b) 8PS-6B ~ The SPS-6B rader is the most rcllablc

cdar for long range alr secarch of jets.

{e) 8G - The SG radar is very good for mcdium
and short rangce surfacc scarch, and has proved satisfactory
for rador navigotion. The Firc Control Radar has also boon
ugcd in nevigation and anchoring. It is suggested- that
when using the Firc Control Radar for this purposc, distincet
rceforcinee poinds should be sclceted., Then the radar should
B¢ locked on and the range and bcaring uscd for a le.
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It is advisablc, howcver, to check these fixes ot froquont
intervals with a surfacc scarch radar fix..

2. Communications (CIC)

: Communications during this pceriod of operations
has . been satisfactory. The TDQ bransmittors werc uscd as
the primery mcans of communication and the AN//RC as the
sceondory.

The URD has becen working very well and has as\gf:i

much rangc ag any recciver now being uscd,
3. Air Control

Bach Adr Controller has been assigned an Air
Control Tcam consisting of four (&) men, as follows:
(1) RHI Opcrator and Telker; (2) CLP Plottcr on Air
Status Board; (3) Strikc Plotter on Air Stetus Board; -
(4) Plottor and Talker on Vertical 4ir Plot. This systcm
has workcd exccptionally wcll and the air pieturc has
been timely and accurate at all timcs.

he Training

Prior to joining TF 77, the CIC Officcr, onc Air
Controller and the Assistent Lir Opecrations Officcr were
scnt to the U.S.S. VALLEY FORCE {CV-4L5) for indoeotrination
in task forec operctional proccdurcs and doctrincs. The
cxpericnec gaincd proved to be a sroat help toward making
o smooth cntrancc into the task forcc combat opcrations.
1t is rccommended that ships joining the task forcc for the
first timec makc cvery cffort to gain this type of trainine.

D, Communication

1. Personncl

Tii¢ problem crcoted by the shortage of qualificd -

personncl is eritleal and will be intensificd by additional
losscs during thc next six months, Unless qualificd rated
personnel 108868 arc met with replaccment, communication
functions will be effceted adverscly. In spitc of the
sctisfactory and constant improvement of strikers as a
rcsult of the on-the-job training program, the supply of
personncel ig cxeccded by the loss of thosc in the higher
ratese To mcct circuit commitments during this poeriod

of opcrations, it weas ncecssary to utilizc maintenance
pcrsonncl as watchstandcrs., TFurther commitrncnts or
unrcplaccd losscs would ncccssitate a wateh and watceh.,

CONFIDENTLAL
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SECURITY INFORMATION

It is fclt that the Tollowlng rcoommendations
would be of wide bonefit in this arca in that they would
Tit in with pcrsonncl limitations:

a. GU/M 'GEORGE' FOX transmissions should be
held %o 18 words per minute., At proscnt the speecd of
transmission runs from 22 to 28 W.P.M. Shipboard pcrsonncl
could be uscd to betber advantage at this sugscsted spced
beeause it would provide a standard of ability for strikeors
to meet beforc being plaeccd on a circuit and it would
ncgntc thic necessity of placing a well traincd circuilt
opcrator on a FOX schedulec. Many of the amaller ships have
madc numerous rcoucsts for ro- transm1931on and repctitions
from the larger flcct units, imposing an cven larger
traffic burden on alrceady ovcrcrowdcd circuits.

b, 8incc all ships and commands afleoat in the
Far Best arca arc veguirced to maintain a FOX guard, it
iz felt thot o RLTT broadcast from radio GUII would be of
distinet cdvantage, The cstablishment of such a circuit
probably would climinatc the nced of Radlo GUAM utilizing
an overflow cirecuitd for individual flcct unlta, Circuit
B~32 has Dbeen used by Radio GULN as an overflow circuilt
for this command, Much difficulty was cxpcricnocd in
copying this broadcast hccausc of weak signal strcngbth
during morning dbrosdcasts, When afternoon and cvening
btroadeasts were madc, they were generally better, although
far bclow the desirablce standard of rcecception. It nhas becn
notcd thet slack periods cxists from time o timc on the
'G* FOX brocdeasts, sonc as long og two hours. Aftcr one
of thcsc slack periods, this commond was rcogucstcd to comc
up on tho overflow circult to oopy with difficulty traffic
that covld have been scnt durding the slack period on BS,

2. Bguipmcnt

Yhe loss of scven (7) antennos forward, incidental
to contact with thc CLCLPON, rcsulted in slight curtailment
of two-wcy communicutions, but all commitmconts were mct.

L1 of the rcecivers and thrce transmpittcers (2 TDQ's and

1 TCZ) in delo Two were affceted, An cztension to the
AN/LRC~1 in Flog Plot was laid out to Alr Opcrations, This
permitted SJlftlnf the TCQ (Radio 7) utilizced by Air
Cpcrations to the control of CIC,

A4t the time the ESSEX's leittor regarding the
corrcetive mcasurcs takcn for scparating burtoning lincs
and cntcnna counterbalances wee reccived, this vesscl had
conplcted a similar modification of antcnna counterbalances
Tor trial purposcs. Howcver, instcad of placing a bolt
dircctly undcr the counterbalance cxtcinsion {where it is
right-angled}, the lower bolt was roplaced in 1ts original
nosiltion with a locking kcy, and a chaln affixcd to thc
countcrbelance itsclif, This chain is utilized for raising
cnd lowering the counterbalancc and also for holding it in

SECURITY INFORLATT ON ~1h- A
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ke Catwollk ot Frame 145 demolished.,

Damage to the load center pancl coused by the short
circuit was repaired by ship's forcc., Bus connections and
conncction studs were burned off, moking it impossible to
determine the causc of the uhort circult,

It is belicved to have been causcd by o loose conncetion,
Foilure of the circuit breaker (4CB, Type AL~2W, 1600 emperc
frac) feeding thc pancl to open and isolabe the short cir-
cuit aburavutcd the casualty and lcd to the temporary loss of
steering control, Later cXaminabtion of tihis circult breaker
revealed its contacets werce fuscd together,

2, Personncl

The shortasc of cxpericnecd petty officers in
cnginecring ratings is becoming progressively more acute,
A vigorous training prograim is being prosecubted in an attempt
to olluv1 ¢ the situation, but lcetures, training films,
and 7op~the-job" training cannot completely substitute for
praoctical cxpecricnce, The prosceution of an cffeetive routinc
wintonance ond repair srogram with the fow cxpericnecd
pcrsonncl now availeblc poscs a very scrious problem,

F. CGunnery
L, Replcenishncent at Sea

During uhc poriod covered by this rcport no two
rcplcnluhucntu hov cen compicetely alike in their methods
of rigging for fncllng or rceciving amnunition,

For fucling at sca, the Elokomin mcthod was in-
troduccd for trial and comparison with thce Elwood method.
Rigging arrangemcnts od this ship hove been modified until:
the Elokonin rig comparcs favorably with the Elwood mcthod
both in convenicncc and time spent in rigging and unriszging.,
Thc Elckomin rig recuires less cffort and psrsonncl than the
Tlwood rig, cnd mey b: cast off much morce cuickly than the
latter, Principal diffiecultics arc thc lack of suitablc
locrtlons for sceuring the hosc inhaul block znd tiac hosc
riding linc, cepcelally ot the forward fuceling stotion, The
rig for the gasolince hosc differs very 1ittlc frow the method
uscd by tiis ship for the Elwood wcthod, as the inheul hlock
iz hung from the two stcam Wweneh whips in the same placs
normally used to secure the Elwood high wire,

_ For cmmuaition replenishamcnt, an atbempt wes amadc to
incrcasc louding ratcs by the usc of various rigs lcading from
the hongar deek opening ot framg 72 on this ship to the No. 4
hateh of the awmunition ship. The overhcsd et this stotion
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was locally strongthoncd and a strong padcyc installed to
reecive a wire-span 4nd trolley rig from the ammunition ship,
This rig wcs tested stotiecolly with o 6000 1b we ight and
Was uscd on replenishments on 3 May and 7 Moy. Information
wes obtained from the U.S.S. V.LIEY FORGE (€V-45) as to the

typc of rig they were using ot this s
nent similar to‘theirs has been. made

totion, wnd an arrange-
up and put into scrvicc

Gt this station, with the modificd housc-fall method of Cargo

transfer in nind, A six-inch stecl 1

ing is suspcudcd 36"

bclow the overhead from the above mentioncd padcyc by a 3/4%
dinmctcr chaoin, The ring is restraincd from moving outbeard
by two 3/4% wirc straps running to padcycs in the hangar dccek

overhicad at framcs 70 and 74, The ri

ng is rcatraincd from

oving upwerd by o 7/8" wirc strap shackled o o now padeyce

on dcek, The bloeck sent over by the

Tor the modificd housc-fall rig is sc
ring, and is thereby positioncd to Jate
loads without striking the roller cur

replcnishment vessel
curcd t0 this suspcndcd
rmit casy landing of -
tain at the top of the

hongar deek opening, and to allow liberal station kcoping.,
Thc accommodation laddcr stowed outbocrd at this point is

lovicred below deck cdge level and sce
brackete, wherce it is safcly out of t

urcd to normal sceuring
he way ond rcemains copn-

veniently located Tor riggihg upon cntering port,. This station
hrs boeen uscd suecccssfully with the modificd housc-fall rig

0L two occusions, handling tpproximit
G. Intclliscnoc
l. Photograpiic Intcrprctation

L. Working Conditions

cly 15 tons pcr hour,

At prescnt, all photbgraphio intcerpretation

work is boing done in the Lir Intolli

genec Officce, This

space is unsctisfoctory at best duc to the large numbor-of
ship cnd air group pcrsonncl roguired to use the officc, and

~ the tromendous volume of photogrophy
opcrations in this arca, _

involved in cverydoy

It is highly rccommendcd that somc spagce be
sct nsldc nnd dcsignotcd for usc by thce PI Tcnms being

ngsigncd to corricrs opcrating in Wes
B, K-~-25 Photography

The valuc of K-25 phot

Pac,

ography as uscd during

this tour is doubtful, Cood quality K-17 photography at «

scale of 1/5000 is far supcrior for d
ascertaining rail cuts.,
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SZCURITY INFORMATION K
C. Touraids . ' o

The concensus of opinion among the pilots on
the subject of touraids seems to be- that, except for specific
bargets, they are of little value. The Tlak indicated on the
touraids is subject to change from day to day and better Tlak
briefings are given by AIO's using 1/50,000 maps .of the routes
with ths current flak plotted on them. . Most of the pilots have
1KES0,000 charts covered with acetats and are using these in
prefersnce to touraids, This can be attributed to the fact
that most touraids are approaching a scale of 1/50,000 and
lose, in copying, considerfble detail which appears on maps,
In the case of speelfic targets, i,e,, bridges, industrial
crnos, supply dumps, ete.,, it is understood that target pictures
and/or wosalcs are of areat value and can be used to good
advantage, ' ' _

2, PBriefing ard debriefing

Ready room display space for maps and charts and
obller intelligence briefing materials is wholly inadequats.,
Squedron air intelligence officers bave improvised with
temporary displays that are satisfactory, However, it is
recommended that a minimum of thrse (3) vermanent map boards
be installed in each ready room for briefing,

Due to the schedules that are being flown, it has
been neccssary to set apart & section of the ready rooms for
debriefing., It is felt thatb prior to deployment each ready
room sheould have rods instslled for curtainsg so that simul-
tancous briefing and debriefing operations can be conducted
in the sane regady roomn.

Hy Photo Lab

1. The Photographic Laboratory during the past operation
has experienced the most alfficulty with the A-10-A Aerial
Film Dryer, Stock No, E138-D~791~200, An electrician was
needed slmost continvously to keep the dryers operating
efficlently, It is rceommended that heavy duty switches
replace those currently in use and that spare parts be
made available as soon as prossible, No instruction book-
lebs were roceived with the dryers,

2+ The spaces slloted the Photographic Laboratory on
the modern type CV carrier are not adequate to accommodate
the egnipnent assigned, Storage of large items suech as
aerial cameras and camera cases offer a major problem.. With-
out "borrowing” spacc from other departments, efficlent stor-
age is practically impossible,

TNFORMATTI ON -18.




AT 5 . e

o -

] VRN,
—" —

3. Duc to thc incrcasc of copy work ncecssitatced by
photographlie intclligenec, it is rccommendcd that somc space
bc assigncd to the Photo Lob to be used as o copy room:, At
~prescant the copying is being donc in the officc of the Photo
Iab, thus hindcering thso operation of othcr photographic work.

L. In thce forward arec thce Pholtographie Laboratory
operated on a 24 hour, 3 scction basis; o flight dcek crew,
& day ercw and o night crcw,

5« Tho work accomplishcd during the past operating pericd
is o8 follows:

N GALTIVES PRINTS

L X 5 - 175 8 x 10 - 1750 -
8 x 10 - 50 9 X 9 - 40,608
9 x 9 - 6696 11 x 14 - 200

MOTTON PICTURES - 16

B & W~ 6700
Color « 5750!

I, Mcdicacl

The health of the ercw has romainced ot o high level, There
wes onc major cecldent: LRLY, K. P., 84, USN, lst Division
roeolved amputation troumntic, right foot, while working on high
lin: ot Forward [fmmuanition Transfer Station on 7 Moy 1952, (re~
ploenishment doy). There woare 104 Vencreal Diseasc admissions
to the siek 1ist during the subjcet period,

Je. Supply

Replceuishment of circraft storcs was made for ths first
tinc at sca by this ship., Thc USS JUPITER hcod the storces
recdy on dcek, and the transfer was made oxpeditiously,
Lpproximotely € tons {332 linc items) werc transferred in o
pcriod of 31 minutcs using onc tronsfer station,

The nllowance of 38 ineh catapult sheaves (Scetion D)

appcars to bhe adcguatc, however, procurcment of thcesc itcms

ie clmost impossiblc., It is recommendcd thnt a definitc policy
be cstablished whercby thesc sparcs may be procurcd to fill
~nllownnec, or that speceial support proccdurcs be promulgatced

if it is not intcnded to procurc further sporcs for the cur-
rently installcd type pending aveilability of the later type
beling instellcd os port of the R74 conversion.
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A request for a shift-over valve to replace an installed
compenent vital to steering control was sent by Priorlty dis-
pateh 25 April, It was necessary to request spscial agsistance
of ComServPac on 10 May when no definite action had been taken
15 days later, The valve was reported available by PSNS
Bremerton, on l4 May, and is being traced for delivery in satis-
factory manner at present.

PAUL D. STROOP

Coples to:

CNO (2) (Advanceg

CinCPacFlt (5) {(Advance)
ComAirPac (10)

ComFairAlameda (1)

CinCPacFlt Evaluation Group (5)
ComNavFE (1) (Advance)

Com7thFit (1) (Advance)

CTF 77 (2)

ComFalrJap (1)

ComCarDiv ONE (1)

ComCarDiv THREE (1)
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U.S.S, ESSEX (CV-9) (1)

U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CV-31) (1)
U.S.5. KEARSARGE (CV-33) (1)
U.S.S. ORISKANY {CV-34) (1}
U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) (1)
U.5.8. PHILIFPINE SEA (CV-47) (1)
ATG 1 (1)

cva 2 (1)

CVG 11 1)

CVG 19 1}

Naval War College (1)




