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(2) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN
(3) Commander SEVIZHNTH Fleet
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(5) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific rleet

Subj: Action Report for the peried 26 November to 31 December 1951
Ref: (a) Oplav Instruction 2u48C.4 dtd 1 July 1951

4

Encl: (1) Cormander Carrier Air Group FINTEZN ltr of 31 December 1951 Fe -

1. The Action Report for the period 26 lovember to 31 December 1951 is
hereby submitted in accordance with reference (a).

PART I

COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION

The U.5.5. AFTIETAN arrived at Yokosuka Laval Base at 1613I on 16
Hovember 1951 upon completion of its first combat tour. The period 16 to
26 loverber was spent at the Yokosuia I'aval Base where the ship had a
restricted yard aveilability and for rest and recreation, At USCUOI on
26 Hovember 1951 the U.S$.S. AWTIETAI in compeny with the U.0.5. WISCOISIN
(BB-64) (Commender SEVENTH ¥LEET embarked) and Destrover Squadron THKEE
got underway for the operating area to join Task Force SEVENIY=SEVEI in
accordance with CTF~77 Confidentiel dispatch 23@55u% of ilevonbor. Exe
tremely hirh winds encountered enroute to the opercting areu prevonted
he ship from conducting refresher air operations and other training. The
ship joined the Task Foree st 223CI on 25 Uovember in the operating arece
near the 58th Parallel near the Zast Coast of Kerea. The Task Terce wes
commanded by Rear Admiral J. J. CLARK in thke U.S5.S. BCL HOMI'E RICFARD
(CV-31), and operated under Task Force 77 Overation Order 22-51 (Revised)
dtd 7 October 1951, and further revised on 6 December 1951, It wos com=
posed of the T.S8.5. BEO¥ HOM. E RICHARD (CV-31), U.S.S. ESGEX (CV-G), U.S.S.
WISCONSIN (BB-6€4), U.5.5. LOS A¥GELES (C4-133), and other screening units.
Air Group FI¥TEEN was embarked in the U.3.S. ANTIETAL, (CV=-36). Aftor
thirty days of operations, the ship denmarted for Yokosuka fer a poriod of
maintenence, upkeep, rest end recreztion, leasving the sction area on 28
December 1951,
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The mission of Task Force 77 wis ns follows:

(1) Conduct nerial interdiction agninst the enemy lines of
communication, tronsportation, industrial and supply facilitips.

(2) Provide Close Air Support for the groumd foroes s
directed.

(3) Protect this force against air, surface ond subsurfuoe
attacks. v

(4) Provide Neval Gunfire Spet for surface imterdiction und
naval gunfire support as practicable.

{5) Conduct photo and armed reconmaissance in support of the
interdiction program.

(6) Provide air ocver for UK navel forces es directed.

(7) Operate as & Fast Carrier Striking Force when dirgcted.

The Commanding Officer of Corrier Air Group 15 is CDR R. ¥
FARRINGTON, USH with the following complement of pilots and number of
aircraft at the beginning of flight operations on 29 November 1991,

SQUADRON NOo. OF PILOTS K0, & TYPE OF ATRCRAFT

VF-713 28 - 17 BLU-L

VF-831 21% 15 F9F-2

VP-837 21 15 FIF-2

VA-728 27 6 AD-L, L AD-LiL
7 AD-2, 1 AD-hQ

vC-3 6 L.-ALU-BRL

ve-11 5 3 AD-LW «

ve-35 5 3 AD-LHL, 1 AD-4Q

VC-61 L 3 F9F-2P

CVG-15 G

HU-1 2 1 HO3S

*+ Ono (1) pilot TAD at U.5. awnl Hosp., Yokosukn during operating
*x ?ﬁ::ogéo'a inecluded in this figure.
Partioulars ooncerning loss of airoraft are given in enclosure (1)
PaRT 1I

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS

11/26/51 - The U.8.S. ANTIETAN in company with the U.8.3. WISCONSIN {eB-64)
and Destroyer Squadron THREE sorbied from Yokosuke st 06001, BExtremely
high winds precluded sir operstions and other training exercices.
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DATE | REHARKS OFFENSIVE - DEFENSIVE | MISC | TOTAL
I | FIRST | LAST DAY  WIIE Day__ HITE _
LAUNCH |RECOV [FROP | JET |PROP | PROP JBY FPROP |PAOP JET
INOV.26 !'Enroute] ~ Inclenjent weather } ' : { o
27 | BEnroute| = Inclerjent weather 3
28 | Enroute] -
29 1 0530 11603 3 {2 {4 {4 6 J-m=te-luw}] 73
30 | Replenilshment e G - w fuowm Je = e | e
DEC. 1 }cai5 1932 25 | 22 3 16 121 2ft--tlaai 70
2105 1926 2 26 L 6 12 ey *«1 |-~ 7L
310845 |1i933 23 | 28 | L |6 2] 2w w75
L Raplenijshment e - - - o b ] ot -
51430 |1ds5 Lo | 30 L |- 12l 2. ..t .| 88
6 |ci30 |1620 3 | 32 4L |- ) 24V - 86
7]030 jieer 136 | A fh |- || e} |-~ ss
8 Replenighment -] - |- - - T e
9 | 0815 1950 3% | 31 (L |6 16) 240w {==~195
10 | 0815 1941 27 26 1L 6 16 21 *1 |- ~] RN
11 jo810 {190 35 | 27 5 6 161 2t te~]o1
12 Repleni maent L - - e - - - - - - PR
13 10515 {1539 37 1 32 ;L 1 12 24~ {~--~1] 88
U 0530 {1405 37 4 31 2 |- 12) 2§ % - | 84
15 {0530 1656 3 | 29 2 |- 12 N S S P Yo
16 | Replenistmentks | o - | « « . - - R PO B T
17 y1h30 1937 16 8 2 |2 L =3 PR R B
18 0825 11931 30 |21 L |6 16 2 - ¢ 2179
19 {0823 1950 31 21 |3 6 16y 21+ |--179
20 {os2hy 1949 35 28 3 6 151 2 {- = |- j90
21 {Repleniphment e N . P SR T
22 10530 1639 3 1e3 3 |- 2) 2f--{-~ 173
23 Jos25  |18Ls 33 [ 26 3 1~ 121 2§+« V-~ }76
2L 31 {26 2 |- 12} 2%« |-~ 1}|73
25 [Replenifkhment
26 | Inclemeft weathel - - - - - U T O R,
27 {Inclemeht weathef - - - - - I S PR
28 10525  J1549 30 |18 {2 |o 12) 22 |--16
29 {BEnroute
30 !Enroute
31 |Enroute
* N3t inoluded in tobals .
** De to indlement wpather replepishmbpnt op 16 ﬂecanter carried lover
ugtil 1309 on 17 Dpcembsr.
Total prop sortiesp 848
Tdtal jet}sortiess| 803
| Tetal sorfies: 165}
¢ 678 | su1 y70 ler feez |39 k11 {42 | 1651

g )[‘\q
RN
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11/27/51 - Stesming in compeny with U.3.S. WISCONSIN (BB-AL) und
Destroyer Squadron THREE. Iigh winds prevented flying ond other training
cxercises.

11/28/51 - Steeming as before. At 22301, rendezvoused with Task Force
SEVENTY SEVEN.

11/29/51 - Began air operations ot 0530I. Flcw 73 sorties on CAP, Rail-
rocd Interdiction, Jet Recco, Jot Photo, ASP, and Might Hecklere

11/30/51 - Repleuishment doy.

12/1/51 ~ Alr oporations. Flew 70 sorties of the usual offensive and
defensive type.

12/2/51 ~ Flew 74 sorties on the usual offensive ond defonsive missions.
12/3/51 ~ Flew 75 sorties.

12/h/51 - Replenishment day.

12/5/51 - Air operations. Flew 88 sorties.

12/6/51 - Air operstions, At sbout 0730I an AD crashed shesd of the
ship immediotely after o deck take-off. Corusc unknown. The pilot wes
rescued with no injuries by the helicopter. Flew 85 sorties.

12/7/51 - Air operations. Flow 88 sorticse

12/8/51 - Replenishment day.

12/9/51 - Air operations. Flew 95 sortioes.

12/10/51 - air oporations. Flew 91 sortiosa

12/11/51 - Air operotions. Flow 91 sortiess The U.5.0. VaLLEY FORGE
(Cv-Li5) joined Tusk Force SEVEITY SEVEN. The 21,000 landing aboard the
ARTIETA was mode today. Today marked the ninth consecutive flying day
with perfect flying weother during which timc the ANTIZTA combined with
the ESSEX accountod for 937 ruilroad cuts and destroyed many locomotives,
railroad bridges and oxcarts. It is believed thnt this long streteh of
perfect cleur cold weatheor is unprecedented in this aros at this time of
the year.

12 12/51 - Replenishment duy.
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12/13/51 ~ Air operaions. TFlew 88 sortiess 1 aAD-LNL on morning hGCklerdamage.
hop received hecavy £34 damage ond landed ot K-18. Ailrcraft rocsived striks ‘
No injuries to personnel. 4t about 13301 an F4U-BNL flying escort to ASP

made forced landing in the water obout twenty milus south of the foroc.

Pilot wos rescuod by helicopter from VALLEY FORGE with no injuries.

12/1&/51 - Air operotions. Flew g, sorties. At about 115CI on AD londed
in the woter off Songjin after being hit by Ai ovor North Koreone Tho
pilot was rescucd by the U.5.5. SWENSON (DD-729) et ebout 1330I. FPilot
had no iniuries but suffeored from two hour exposure in his rubber boote

12/15/51 - Air cuerations. Flew 80 sorties. Vice admiral Te Le SPRLGUE,
ComAirPac, ond Rear Admirel Harrison, linterial Officer from ComAirPac
visited ship for a short period in the afternoon.

12/16/51 - Rendezvoused with roplenishment group ut 060CI, but due to
heavy seas and snow storm did not begin replenishment until 1500I.
Secured ot 16151 to continue tomorrow.

12/17/51 - At 0600 continued replenishment. Begon uir operations ot
14301, Flew 34 sortiese

12/18/51 - Air operations. Flew 79 sortiese at about 10001 LT. WILSON,
VF-713, bailed out of his FL4U over Wonsan Harbor and was rescucd by the
U.S.S. COLLETT (DD-730)

12/19/51 - Air operationss Flew 79 sorties, at about 1530 ENS. RILEY,
VF-713, was hit in his FLU west of Wonsan and kept the plane in the air
until he reached Wonsan Harbor where he builed oute Pilot made a suc-
cessful jump but apparently could not get out of his parachute harness
after hitting the water and was dragged from three to five miles before
pilot and paraochute were observed to disappears.

12/?0/51 - Air operations. Flew 90 sorties.

12/21/51 - Replenishment day. Senator Ferguson, mamber of The srmed Foroces
Pslicy Committee, visited the ship for a few minutes in the morning.

12/22/51 - hir operations. Flew 73 sorties. Ll. JARSHALL, Va~728, was
shot down in his AD about 35 miles west of Wonsan. Pilot bailed out
successfully and was rescued by the WISCONSIN's helicopter which was
operating from Yodo island.

12/2%/51 - Air operations. Flew 72 sorties.

12/2h/51 - Air operctions. Flew 73 sorties.

12/25/51 - Christmas Day was spent replenishing.
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12/26/51 - Todey marked the end of almost a month of perfect flying

weathers There woés no flying due to high winds and a severe snow storme

12/27/51 - Continued inclement westher cencelled all flight operations,

12/28/51 - iir operations.

Flow &4 sorties. At obout 1615I U.S.S.
ANTIETAN (CV-36) in compony with U.S.S, ST, PAUL (CA-73), ComCruDiv 1

embarked departed operating area for Yokosuka.

12/29/51 - Bnroute to Yokosuka.

Conducted CIC training exercises, tactical

drills, new signal book and tamotical instructions, A4 firing and other

treining exercises,

12/30/51 - Enroute to Yokosuka.

12/31/51 - Enroute to Yokosuka. At 0BO7I the ship moored st Piedmont

Pier, Yokosuka Nowval Boses

PART III

PERFOR:nNCE OF ORDNANCE ifATERIAL aND EQUIPIENT

A, Ammunition Expenditures (aviation)

2,000 #G. P, 21
1,000 #G4 P, 804
500 #GePs " 479
350 #D.B. 8
260 # Frags 159
250 # G.P. 3,927
100 #G+Pa 1,795

5" HVAR Heads 457
5" Rocket Motor 638
6.5" ATAR Hends 181
3.5" ASR Hotors 180
%,5" ASR Heads 182

Napalm Thickener, Nevy Type 1 #540

Napolm Tanks, :Ks 77 11
MK. 6 Pnrﬁ. Flares 108
K, 6 Float Lights 2
Signels, Drift iKe 5 20
50 Cal. API 101,080
50 Cal. INC 101,080
50 Cale APIT 51,460
20117 HEI 57,355
2003 INC 57,355
20l APT 2l,Loo
XYLENOL 11

Be Comment on performence of ordnancc mcteriol end equipmente.

l. Aviation

Ordnonce per formance,.

rdse.
rdse
rds.
rds.
rds.
rds.
gals-

Jet 4/C have used 250fG,P. bombs exclusively during this operating
period, and there have becn many coses wherc bombs have fallen off 4/C

at the time of ocatapulting.

em

In all ocuses the arming wire has remained
: on the ﬁ[b pllowing the dropped bombs to partially arm. lost of the
: difficulty'wgs oxperienced at the latter part of the operating period
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and it is bolieved thet the defect is in the solenoid roturn spring ond
causes raok to reloase upon catapultinge Solenoid spring has only L4 oz.
tension which is considered insufficients RaUsDeseD.Es on K 55 liod O
bomb racks is being subtmitted,

f Some difficulty has been oxperienced during dorkness with bomb skids
© and bomb skid handles protruding over bomb elevstor platform into the
shafts of No. 1 and No. 2 upstege elovators. In order to guard agoinst
this condition it hos been recommended that stesl plates twelve (12)
inches high be sttached to the elovotor platform in much the seme monner
as the plotes installed in No. 3 upstage and 2ll downstage elcvators.

e

PART IV

BATTLE DAJIAGE

he Damage to ship

l. None

Be Loss and damago of aircraft

l. See enclosure (1),

Ca Damage inflicted on the enemy

l. See enclosure (1).
PART V

PERSONNEL PERFORIANCE AND CiSULLTIES B

A. Performance
1, Porformonce of duty and morale hos been excellents

Be Casualties

l. There were no personnel casualties suffered by ship's company
personnel 2s a result of enemy action,

2. Casunlties to Air Group personnel are reported in onclosure (1)e

PART VI
GENERAL COILENTS

hAe AIR DEPARTLIENT
1. Flight Deck
The present type of jerseys provided for identifying personnel
at flight quarters is considered unsatisfuctory for cold weather. The

Jjorscys do not fit over cold weather clothing, they are difficult to re-
: ming or going out eof shelters, attrition rate is
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high, and they do not contribute to the wormth and comfort of personncl.
Colored cloth has been stitched on cold weather clothing ard seems %o
be much more satisfootory and is more economical,

Tires on all mules are being painted white in an effort to make for
safer aircraft handling during darkness.

Jot nose wheel tiller bars that con remain attached and unattended
during taxiing were manufoctured during last availability period ond
e6ided in spoeding up jet launches.

2. CATAFULT

Considerable difficulty was oxperienced with broken bridles
prior to installation of new articulating shuttles. It is believed that
at least part of the cause for these failuros can be attributed to the
old type shuttles in that bridle lays could get trapped botween tho
sproader and the deck plates. It is recommended that new type shuttles
be installed in all carriers prior to deployment.

Due to the streteh in tow cables and the installation of
the new shuttles it wos neoessary to cut the cables and pour new sockets.
Bach catapult was down for about twenty=four (2L ) hourse

The catapults hove functioned exceptionally well during
this operating period and this performence record can be attributed largely
to the outstanding maintenance eccomplished during replenishment periods.

3+ ARRESTING GEAR

Operations hove been routine except for the problems intro-
duced by cold weather. A groat deal of trouble has been experianced with
air valves freezing during operations. It has been necessery to keep
two gasoline torches in constant use in order to keep gour operating
properlys.

Barrier repnirs have been speeded up by the use of cold
weather greuse, stock Noe 4-L-189-920 on all coble fittingse Use of
this greasse makes barrier changes much -easier in low temperatures. -
fe ko noriier o,

Trouble with yielding elements is chronic and colder
weather is increasing the seriousness of the probleme Drainoge under
present type elements is not effective, and jot recoveries often batter
the entire housing to the point where wator leaks into spoces below due
to gasket failur tween the housing and decke The blade type slement
instclled in somé corriers is considered to be more efficient and econe-
miocal then the type presently installed.

Davis barriers funotioned properly at all times, however,
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arresting geor personnel are eagerly awoiting installation of the new
positive stop barricade during next availability period.

L. HANGAR DECK

A space saving program was instituted on the hangar deck
during this operstional period and has paid grest dividends. Each piece
of equipment used on the honger deock by personnel of various units wes
marked for stowage ot definite frame number cnd wos so labeled; ege,
stow at frome 161P, Ailso an arca was painted on deck large enough to
accomodate the equipment at that frame number, und gear is alwoys stowed
and tied down there when not actually in use. Integrity watch and routine
patrols oon easily spot gear that is out of place, and this system insures
that oquipment will be in its proper stowtge when needed.

5. VAINTENANCE

All of the personnel in the V-2 division that are not as-
signed to office or shop spnces are assigned to active work on aircraft,
It is believed that the integration of these personnel with squadron
maintenance personnel provides valuable troining for men coneerned and
insures most cooperative and effective use of shop spaces.

The bay three area aft of frome 184 has been usod exclusively
for heavy ongine and structural maintenance. A total of nine engines
were changed during the period of this report, and the large onount of
structural damage ceused by flak has n609351tuted continuous and efficiont
use of this area.

There is & definite need for more Jjet sturting motor generantors
end leads in order to facilitate jet starting,

6. GASOLIVE

The present arrangement for using oil proportioners for mixing
jet fuel on the flight deck is unsatisfactory for cold westher op-
erationse. It is believed that the use of lighter oil at flight deok
outlots will help correct this situation.

New ladders of thin walled steel tubing were manufactured during
the last availability period cnd proved to be sutisfactory during the
last operational periods It is believed that twelve (12) such ladders
is the minimum necessary to service jet airoraft in the time allotteds

With experience the problems encountered in toking uboard
aviation gusoline have for the most port been solved, ulthough fittings
supplied by different tonkers are not standardlzed and often ocouses
some delay in hook-ups.
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During rer'onishment the reception of fuel o0il and gasoline is
started simultanccusly. However, the everage time for oil fueling is
two hours compored to three and one-half hours for gosolinee The ship
must therefore remain alongside the tanker an hour and & holf ofter cil
fuoling is ocompleted.

Gosoline is received aboard at an average ruete of 45,000 gallons
por houre This is littlc more than half the pumping capacity of the
tankerss The low roete of reception is attributed to the pressure limits
imposed by displacing &alt woter from the gescline tonks,

Recommendations Thet a Shipult be issued, and incorporated, ro-
placing the present five inch overboard discharge line with a larger one,
or parualleling the prosont discharge line with a larger one, or pural-
leling the present discharge line with an additional line (reference CeOo,
J.8.8. BOXER confe. ltr CVQl/h-egf 823 ser 037 dtd 22 liay 1951 ).

7 [ SAF ETY

—— e sop

Under the direction of the Air Department safety officer all hunds
are constantly striving to improve safetv orders and procedures in order
to minimize the dangers to personncl end equipment in the department.

B. OPERATIONS DEPARTHENT

1. AIR OPERATIONS

Cther seotions of this report have covered all the major
activity in which air operstions has had ¢ part, Air Plot it-
self has no outstanding reports to make of its basiec functions,
but sevc.al of its problems in collateral duty are believed
worthy of notes These are mentioned herein in the hopes that
they may be of assistance to other curriers coming to the Koresn
Areas

The Corrier Onboord Delivery Service, known as Codfish, pro-
vided by VR-23 Detoechment at Itazuka posed a problem. Since they
always arrive during a regularly scheduled flight operation of
lounching or landing it has proved impossible te dolesate anyone
from the Air Depurtment or Operations Department to meet the plane,
meeting the plene is essentinl in that froquently pussvugsrs
arrive who have no idea where to go, or how to get there, when
aboard a carrier. 4ilso the matters of proper orders and endorse-
ments, clearsnce, manifests, and the like take more time than can
normally be spared, during flight operations, by anyone in the
previously mentioned departments. .in officer whose other duties
are not affeoted by flight operations is requircd as an official
"Meeter and Greeter". He should heve an excallent knowlodge of
§.5hip and its organization, and of the air group embarked;
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he should be persona®e since he will be the first person met by tho
arriving passengers and pilotss The ANTIETA! is fortunate in that an
Ensign in the BExecutive Depurtment, heving all these gquslities, has baon
assigned this duty. DNow, when a CCD plane lands on board it is met al-
most as soon as the chocks are in place by this "Fighting l'an's Grover
Whalen"e He gives 8lil a cordial greeting then expeditiously tends to their
baggage, and the freight, Guard or O.lfe Mail, takes the passingors in
hand; makes berthing and messing arrangements for them, hns their orders
properly processed and makes the necessary trrangements throuch &ir Plod
if they are to be further traensferred. When the COD is dopuirting, the
"Greoter" mukes sure thut all possengers have properly processed orders,
that their boaggage is properly loaded, and that the pussengers are ready
to go in sufficient time so that the launch will go us scheduled in an
unhurried manner. He 2lso performs the same functions for destroyers
coming alongsidos This system hos worked admirably, since the Ensign!s
other duties (iide to the Execcutive Officer, Movie Officer, and issistunt
Personnel Officer) sre affected but little by flicht operationss

2, aIR INTELLIGENCE

The funotious of the sir Tntelligence Office werc per-
formed smoothly during this operating periode Comments on possible im-
provanents of %ths present organization and facilities heve been previously
submitheda

The lack of a teletyps in the oifice has bwen a handicape
There is no direst 19IC connoction between CIC and this office. CIC
messages and instructions from CTF-77 have to be relayed to Air Plot to
be passed on to Air Intelligence. Often there is a deluy in relaying
messages because Alr Plot is busy launching ond lending planes. To
ramody this situation, we cut a 6" by 6" hole in the non-waterticht
bulkhead between the Air Intelligence Office and Ready Room 3, This wos
covered with clear plexiglass on both sides. The slight air space be-
tween keeps out the noise, yet gives a olear view of the teletype in
Ready Room 3,

Reports of Intentions of the Fifth air Force for the
following day arc incomplete us received by dispatche The Ni:ht Hecklers
have several times reported commencing an attack on ¢ turget only to have
an unidentified plane suddenly dive out of nowhere on the somo turgete
This is u hezardous situstion for both the iir Force and Navy pilots. at
present, the night sorties intention of the Fifth iiir Force are listed on
the dispateh only as o certain number of flights.

Recommendation: Thet the flights be broken down into areas of operuotions
ond numoer of planes in cach and time over torgstse This oon bs nc-
complished through the NLO at JOC Korea.

One of our pilots who had to ditch wes picked up by.the
U.3.S, SWENSON (DD-72G) and spent several days aboard that vessols
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One of the comments he brought back was that the destroyers did not have
the code name designations of rail routes as used in TF-77. At prosent,
when passing over a naval aslement, our pilots must give the zrid cocordi-
notes of their intended targets to the element commanders. If each
destroyer had a list of the area nomes, the pilots could give theses This
would offer more security than the use of grid coordinates.

Upon deploying for WesPac we were issued @ three month supply of
Naval air Warfare Reporting Forms as authorized by ComAirPuc Instruction
3810,1 (Formerly 38l.1), Tuis supply proved to be adequate for only a
nmonth'!s operctions duc to the high frequency of aircraft losses and demdge.

Recommendctionz Thet originol issue be revised in accordance with present
requirements,

3 PHOTO INTERPRETATION

Emphasis on photographic intelligence has shifted from routine
rail stotus and damoge assessment to target searches, flak analysis and
pilot briefing aidss This has resulted in a considerable lessening in
the daily number of photographs for interpretation and reproduction. The
result of this has been a more thorough inspsction of each photo and an
inoreased effort in the production of briefing uidss Construction of
strip mossaics of all rail routes has been completeds Flak analysis
mosscics of soverel roil routes, all major bridges scheduled for strikes
and numberous other special strike targets were mades

The photographic production potenticl of the photo detachment
exceeds by a considerable amount the cupacity of one photo interpreter.
If one minute is devoted to inspection of each photograph for & full
eight hour period, less then five~hundred prints can be coverode When
sorting, arranging, photo pilot briefing, and innumerable other details
are added it makes & long day for one interpreter.

Strike damage to a large extent hos been assessed by use of
the K-25 comera. 4 shortage of csmera pods has prevented more sdequate
coverage of all strike domages

It is believed that the new prograsm of limiting reconnaissance
photography to flak analysis and torget scarch will not only affect a
monetary soving but will also result in better photo intelligences

L, PHOTOGRAPHY

During this period of operctions, fifty-nine (59) photo missions
were flown making 7825 nine-inch by nine-inch nogatives, frcm which 53,547
prints were mede using 256 rolls of paper. .ll aerial rolls were printod
with the Sonne Printer rother than the contact printer. The latter pro-
cess is too slow and, in spite of the fact that the lab works on two
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twelve-hour shifts, the production rate is not fast enough to have the
prints ready for delivery by the next day.

Film exposed on the early morning and lete afternoon flights had to
be overdeveloped to the point of fog to produce a printable negative.

The new lMorse AlOA Dryer has speeded up the drying of aeriel film
and will dry Sonne Paper at least twice as repidly as the liatte Dryor.
When the lforse was first installed it would heat up to 120 degrees and
then cut out. A4fter an extensive search by the ship's elecctricians it
was found that there was too much tension on the spring controlling the
mercury switch and the switch would outsocut whenithe shiprwbuldt piteisand
tollspridfor the:kensidn mlthen spring wud. 8@sedlelighkly no further Aif.
ficulties were encountered,

5y COTBNICATIONS

The heavy rush of Christmos }ail points up the complete ina-
dequacy of alloted Post Office space to handle the work load of incoming
and outgoing meil. Although we are using an adjacent passageway for
additional spoce for packsge handling, it is still inadequate for peak
loads and far from idesl from the point of conveniences, The attrection
of cheap and novel goods in Japan has swelled the outgoing pockage mail
to enormous proportions and makes it almost impossible to keep a suf-
ficient supply of stamps on hend even with a stamp allotment of ten
thouscnd dollars,

Recommendations To meet thesc conditions it is recommended that (1) the
post office bo re-located in o larger space; (2) that stamps be made
avallable at locel Fleeét Post Offices for sale to ships in the forward
area and (3) that postuge meters be made availablo for large ships in the
forward aroa,

NDT RATT FQX continues subjeot to propagation difficulties
necessitating mony services for missing numberse Tho prosent system
of double tronsmission of headings ond single tronsmission of the text
is oonsidered superior to tho former method of running everything twioce.
It is bolioved that a system of doublo transmission as used by the RATT
component of HOW FOX, i.e. single transmission with a rerun one helf
hour later would be & still grester improvoment. 4t present, the rerun
follows so closoly that it is subjeot to the same propogation difficulties
when such exists.

Considerable difficulty has been oxperienced in passing traffic T
to replenishment ships on C2E, This has resulted in undue delay on
sovoral important dispatches and further loading of ship to shore and ‘
FOX circuits to deliver this traffic., It is belioved thot improved guard ||
arrangements among replenishment groups would alleviate this difficulty. .

6. AEROLOGY

, Weather Summar;
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HMeteorologically spoaking, our second tour on the line can be
divided into two very unequal perts, The first, from 29 November to
25 December and, the second, from 26 Docembor to 28 December. From
past roecords and exporience, it was expected that at least one third
of the total scheduled flying time would be lost due to inclement
weathere Instead, not one flying day was lost during the first four
weeks., Except for a fow days that had localized air mass showers,
weather wis mostly cloar with unrostricted visibilities up throuzh 25
Decembers The spell was broken on 26 December whon a decpening nnd
rapidly moving low ontcred the Sea of Japan from the southwest. Thore
werc no flight oporations on the 26th and 27th of December due to low
strotus and freezing precipitation. Seas were very rough with north-
sasterly winds between 30 and LO knots. Flight opcrotions werc rosumed
on the 28th, our last day on the line.

The outstoanding feature of the December westher charts wos the
permanence of the Siberion High pressure systems Only four weak cold
front passoges wore recorded during this period with practically no
attendant weathor. It was the cold air moving in behind these fronts
that produced whot little weather was observed in the first four weeks.
This consisted mainly of instability sir mass showers csusod by the cold
polar air movinz south over the reletively worm water of the Seu of Japone
These showors were a mixture of roin and snowe. The tempercturcs ob=
served were no loss remarkable than the weather. In o month wherc freezing
temperatures wore to be expocted over 50% of the time, only one day with
temperatures less than 3%2F wos recorded between 29 November and 25 December.
and, at that, the temperature dipped to 28F for only one hour, Below
freezing temperntures were recorded daily during the poriod of 26-28
Decomberes

Two typhoons appeared on the weather charts during this period -
"Amy" and "Babs", Neither onec was considered & throat to our operuting
area, but 100 knot typhoons alwuys bear watching and tracking. "amy"
was a severe 100 knot storm that caused considerable dsmoge to the central
Philippines. "Babs" recurved to the northeast, and pessed well to the
east of the Jopanese Islands,

Weather Stetistics: The ruraarcsnes of the Siberian Hizh is
reflected in tho wind direction summary. Wind directions from betweon
west and northwest were observed €2% of the time., The trend observed

from our last operating period wos the shifting of the prevailing wind
from northenst to northwest.

Wind Directions:

Direction Percentage of Observations
North L
Northeast 11 %
st 2 %
2 %
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Direction Percentage of Obsarvations
South 2 %
Southwest 17 %
West 20 %
Northwest ue %

The absence of low wind velocities was apguin noted during Dscember.
Only 6% of all o“sorvations recorded winds of undor 5 knots with no
celms. J4ivorage wind velocities were 18 Jmots for the entire period. Winds
above 30 knots werc obsorved 8% of the time, The trend during December
was for o slicht incresse in wind velocities. Highest obscrved velocity
was northwest 53 knots during o cold front passage on 13 December.

Wind Velocities:

Volocity Range (knots ) Porcentage of Obscervations
Calm 0%
0-5 6%
é-10 17%

11~15 : 18%
16-20 21%
21-25 17%
26-30 13%
31--35 : 5%
36-40 2%
LO or above 1%

Coilings under 500 ft, were observed only about 1% of the time,
and T1% for coilings above 10,000 ft. Porcentage of 2ll ceilings above
1000 ft. wos 96%. This halps to illustrote the excellent wouther of our
first four wecks. Only one zero ceiling wes observed, and thot was for
a few minutes in a heavy snow squall,

Ceilingss
Coiling Peange (feet) Percentage of Cbservations
Zero 0%
0-500 1%
500-1000 39
1000-5000 - 23%%
5000-10000 2%

10000 or above 1%
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The percentages on visibilities also emphasized the excellent
weather encountered during Decembor. Visibilities less than 3 miles
observed only 3% of the time, Unrestricted visibilities, or visi-
bilities greator than 6 miles, were recorded on 95% of all observotionse
Only one zero visibility was observed, and thet for s few minutes in a
heavy snow squall,

Visibilities:
Visibility Range (miles) Porcentage of Observetions
Zero 0%
0-3 3%
3-6 2%
6-10 6%
10 or more B89%
Temporatures:
Average Maximum Tempersture ST F
Average liinimum Temperature L& F
Highest laximum Recorded - & F
Lowest Iiinimum Recorded 28 F

The abnormally higzh temperatures during the month of December are
evidont from the above statistics.

Procipitotions Rain or snow wes observed a total of 69 hours, or
about 8% of all observations. This is Just sbout helf of whot was ro-
corded during our provious tour on tho line from October 15 to 1 Kovamber.
From 29 November to 25 Decembear only 30 hours of precipitation were rocorded,
and 211 of it due to loealizod air mass showors. The longest continuous
period wes 24 hours on 26 Docember. Heavy hoil was observed during o
cold front possnie on 8 Decembor.

Fozs Foz was obsarved a total of 8 hours, or less than 1% of all
observwations. all tho fog was of the precipitation type, and was ob-
served with roin or snow on the 26th of December. The fop observed was
only one third of that recorded during our previous tour of 15 October
to 14 Novembor.

The above statistics on ceilings, visibilities, precipitation, and
fog more than emphesizc the "unusual westher" and excellent flying
conditions of the period 29 November to 25 Decembore

7. CIC

8s Generals Tho organization of the CIC watch remeined the
same 25 thot desoribed in last poriods report. The CIC team is beconing
' jci pEfespel cre boing inteprated satisfoctorily,.

~WWe 3 apd.

S . ’
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An AEW watch, composed of one men from VC~1ll and one man from CIC, has
been estoblished to operate the P.0O. Gear.

be. Redar Performence: ~Insofer as praetical all radars have
been operated oontinuously und replenishment fays have been utilized for
maintenances Iuch difficulty has boen experienced with the SX heizht
system; repairs to be made in port should make o merked differcnce in
oltitude determination. The SX seorch systom and the SPS heve provided
exccllent ronpges on airerofte We ere purticularly plensed with the per-
formanco of the SPS on jet aircraft., Jots have boen tracked out to 85
miles; reiiable ranges on returning jets are 50 to 55 miless There have |
beon o few maintenance probloms with the 8K, nnd the SK is used primarily |
for identification of aircraft (Inrk III IFF), The SX Conscle 3 has been -
adjusted so that the FISS scope can be used on the SPS radar below the 50
mile ranges Oddly enough, the Iark V displey from the SPS Consolc filters
through to this SX Console and the displey is controlled by the iurk V
control box on the SX.

- e
- )
e e

¢e 4Alr Controls No difficulty has been exporiencecd sither in CaP
Control or Strike Control, Our SPS has beon opcrating sufficiontly well
to allow us to make all intercepts on a roder repester which does not have
a lark V display. When information is needed the Air Controller has the
CAP plotted on the Verticel Board.

ds  Communicationst+ Wo rocommend the use of a different, lower,
frequency for the Combat Informotion Net. The prosent frequency of the
Primary CeI, Net is so high that tronsmission and reception are &ffocted
by ctmospheric conditions, and lobing« 4 frequency in the VHF range is
rocommended; this should nllovicte the present problam of ool rcoeption
one moment, no reception the next,

Comnunications oquipment has been more satisfoctory thon during
the last periods The TDQ Tronsmitters huve boeen use? in conjuncticn with
tho AN/ARC-1 receivers.

o« Lookouts: The O-L Division is a port of tho CIC Or;anizution,
ond all lookouts hove beon troined to supply Combat, cs well us the Bridge,
with pertinent information on surface and sir contootse

Co GUWHERY DEPARTIENT

During the perind of 26 November through 31 December, the
octivities of this department wore gonerally restricted to ship roplen-
ishments and ordnonce mointensnce. Due to the restrictions on ammunition
training o llowunces, we porticipstod in but two doy's truining exorciscse
The ammunition expended in the training cxercises was:

5"/38 - 98 AiC
Lot 916

-

FCL (V)

/77
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Mointenanco of the ordnunce equiprent resolved itseclf into routine
upkeep, with but one exception; o LOMI! elevation power nmotor stotor
burned out end wns replaceds Cause of casua lty attributed to impropop
maintenonce.

The deck seamenship is constantly improving, The "know how", which
can be gained only through cxperience, has been the controlling factor in
this improvement. The cmmunition on-loading proficiency of the ship hes
been humpcred considerably by the available handling equipmonte The dock
winches prosently installed will handle but 3,000 pounds, and thet only
with eonsiderable difficulty. It is believod that winches of heavier
duty charocteristics should be installed,

De SUPPLY DEPARTIENT

le Generul Storese.

Issue of meterial continued at & very high rate. Squadron
consumption of consumable supplies was higher than would normally be ex-
pected, No difficulties were encountered becsuse stock levels wore high
and replenishment while in Ynkosuka hes boon excellent. Office supplics,
rags and hond tools, wore the classes of motorial herdest hite. Consi-
deration is being given to the establishment of budgetary limits for squadrons
to enforce closer control over material consumption. Economy of muterial is
mandatory in order to roserve materinl for actual requiroments. The con-
sumption of stores must be meintained within tho limits of ability to re-
plenish or logistic support of operstions will ultimotely bo deficient,

3

2. Winter Clothing. "

The problems of winter clothin: are bein~ rezlized now thot
cold wenther has set~in, The primory Aifficulty has been the issuing of
clothin® to personnel not employe? in weather areass. Present allowences
of winter clothiny does not permit the issue of clothing to all hands,
Clothing outfits for personnol working on the flight deck includes the

following:
Quantity Description Quantity ‘ Bescrigtion
1 Helmet, winter 1 Facemusk
1 Jacket, winter 1 ilitten, wool
1 Trousers, winter 1 i'itten, lecther
2 Drawers 1 Artics, sea
2 Undershirts 2 Socks, wool
1 Gogizles

(=2
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This outfit is voried for o« ll other personnel depending upon roquire-
ments, 4 genoral review of olothing nllowances for colr® weather operctions
should be made, During extreme cold weather neerly one hundred percent

of the crew requires protective clothings To acccmplish this, the al-
lowance should be modified und® additional funds alloted to provide for
procurements,

3. Ixcess llaterial.

Excess stock is being turned-in to clesr storage space for new
material. During the ships re-activiation, moterial was procured which
has proven to be in excess of requircments, The bulk of this moterial
has been in classes 17, 42, and 45, Considerable money veluo is expected
to be recoversed which will permit additional replenishing or procurement
of authorized equipage without additional allotment allocetions.

L. Avietion Matarial,

Activity in Aviation stores wuas much hizher theh normals This
wes ossentlally dus to the high number of hours flown. & few 4CG's Agvge-
loped but were resolvad by COD shipments or transfers from othor CV's. The
following items reflaoted high consumption during the month which will re-
quire expediting action to insure availebilitys

Stock No. Nomenclature 90 Day allow. 30 Duy Usaze
R16-A-5056 Antenna 6 Fa. 18 En,.
RE2~CV=V§~37013-1 Wing, FLU-4 1" "
RB2~CV-VY5-37013-2 " n 1 2"
R82-DG~5256004-51L " AD=l4 1" 1"
R82-DG-5256004-515 " " 1t 2"
R&2-DG-525600L-56 " " 1" 1"
RBE-DG‘~52560Q4~5147 " n 1'.n 1 n
RB2-DG-5256125-15 Elevator, Assy aD-4 3 " 3
R&2-DG~52661.73 Yochenism " " 1" 4"
RBQ—DG°‘5266173-1 " n " 1" L*' n
R82-GR-132860L Tank, Tip, FOF 2" 5"
R82-GR-132860R " wooe 2" 6"
RB6-ST-E4B2~390410-17 Carburetor, FiU-5 1" 2
R87~APD--100017 Propeller, aD-i 7" 6"
R9U4~5--800505 Switch g 7"
RB85-BFB-118922-3 TJC, F9F - 1
R85-BPB~119525-3 TJC, F9F - 12"
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The Genaral jless responded to the Holiday seuson with tho
traditionol Christmas Dinner (Turkey snd Eam with a11 tho trimmings ),
Consideration is being siven to ostablishment of ¢ snack or soup kitchen
near the flirht deck for flight ceck personnel durin; the winter operotions,
This is considered desirable for morale &nd nlso to provide a stimulont to
reduce the vipgors of the cold weuther.

Se Commissarz.

6, Ship's Store anAd C and §§

Sales through the ship's store were very high. Purchases for
Christmas were heavy due to the avoilebility of Jepsnese merchan’ise which
was sol? very ropialy, Japonese merchandise is sold 4t the lowest possible
mark-up to allow all hands the maximunm benefit.

arrangements are being macde to sell more merchandise to officars through
the officers: ships storo, 1In this meénner, service to the officoers will
be improvad an? tno ciuy will huve oimost exclusive servics at Lhe muin
ship's stores,. '

Clothing and Small stores meintained the normal business volume until the
end cf the month., The lowering of prices effective 1 January, caused
sales to Arop off os was suggested by an announcement to all hands.

T+ Aministration.

Third quarter allotments have been the mcin considerotions The
distribution of the allotment wos worked out with deportnent heois. all
departments have been requested to recduce expencitures to the bore mininum
in conformity to needed gconomy announced by the Commanding Officer.

Ee WELFARE aND RECREATION

l. AT SEA

The following activities were conduote? by the welfare and
reorention office Aurinz this period at seas

8+ Issue of o daily news sheet.,

be Issue of o weekly ship's puper plus a seporate Christmas
Gditionc

¢+ Radio progroms sana deily newscasts broodeast over the
RBO system.

de lMotion pictures were shown on twenty (20) oocasicns,

Ge 4 special Christmas show wis staged for all handg by the
cfficers and the Ship's bond,
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f« A Christmas decoration contest wos hel? with a suitable
prize for the winning disploy.

gs Inter-departmental athletics were econducted whenever
operating conditions permitted.

h¢ The Shrine Crippled Children's Fund wus adapted by the
ocrew as o charitable project for this cruise.

i» The Hobby Shop is open for the benefit of all hunds.

Je The Library is open daily et specified hours.

ke A motion picture entitled "Operation Morale Lift",
produced, directed ond released by ComiirPac, was shown
for the first time on Christmes Day ond repeatediy sinoce
thene. This movie received wide and populer scclaim from
21l hands.

2, IN PORT

The following ectivities were conducted during the ship's last
in-port period from 16-26 November, 19513

as 4 total of 121 officers and 300 enlisted personnel enjoyed
the faoilities of the Rest and Recuperation Hotels in Japan.

be. Basketball gomes with other ships and station. teams were
played in the Fleet Activities Gym in Yokosuka,

e. Divisinn and Squadron perties were held.

de Fifty (50) Japunese orphans were brou_ht sboard for Thunks-
giving dimner with the orowe

3, DIVINE SERVICES

as Cutholic ifuss and General worship services arc held every Sundaye
Fass is said daily,

be Protestant Cheplains wore invited sbosrd to hold rolizious services
on Sunday and Thanksziving whon tho ship was in port.

¢s Spocial Christmes Sorvices were held on Christmus Eve and
Christmas Doy,

de liorman and Jewish services are held weekly.
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CNO (2 advence)

CinCPacFlt (5) (2 edvonce)
ComiirPec (10) (2 advance)
ComFairilomeda

CinCPacFlt Evaluction Group (5)
ComNa vFE

ComSeventhFlt (idvance copy)
CTF-77 (2 edvance)

ComCcrDiv CNE

ComCarDiv THREE

ComCarDiv FIVE

U.S.8. ESSEX (CV-9)

U.S.8, BOXER (CV~21)

U.S.S. BON HOMIE RICHARD (CV-31)
U,S.8., VALLEY FORGE (CV-45)
U.S.S., PHILIPPINE S3Z4 (CV-47)
U.S.S. FRIUCETON (CV-3T7)
cvE-2

CVG-5

CVG-11

cve-15 (5)

CVG-19

CVG~101

CVG-102

ATG=1

A:ITG-a

Neval VWiar Colleze (2)
ComFeirdap




