U. S.S. KEARSARGE (CV 33)
Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, California ﬁ 1
- CUSSIFE |

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECIASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS NOV 1 1952
DOD DIR 5200.10

ORI 9&%

From: Cecmmanding Officer

Toz Chief of Naval Operations

Via: (1) Cemmander Carrier Division FIVE
(2) Commander Seventh Fleet
(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far Fast
(4) Commander in Chief, U, S Pacific Fleet

Subj: Action Report for the Period 14 September 1952 to 20 October 1952
Ref:  (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3480,

Fricl: (1) Carrier Air Group 101 Action Report for the period 1), September
1952 te 20 October 1952,

1. Tn accordance with reference (a), the action report for the period 14
September 1952 to 20 October 1952 is herein submitted.
PART I

COMPOSITION OF CWN FORCWS AND MISSION

(a) During the period of this report the U,3.S., KEARSARGE dperated in company
with the U,%.S. PON HOMM™ RICHARD (CV 37), U.S.S, PRINCETOY (CV 31), the
.2.9, quﬂk (CV 9) and with various heavy support and screenifig ships. The
comh051tlon of carriers in the force varied from two (2) to four (h) carriersq

(b) During the subject period the U.,S.9. KFARTARGE (CV 33) operated off the
Fast coast of Korea in accordance with CTF 77 Operation Order 22-51, second
revision, plus supplemental plans and orders issued during the period,

(¢) The assimed mission® of the force, in supnort of the United Nations
conflict with North Korea, was interdiction of supply and transportation.
facilities and close air support of United Nations troops.
PART IT
CHRONOLSGY
14 Sepr 0552 Underway from Yokosuka, Japan, for Operating Area in accerdance
with COMCARDIV 5 dispatch 0806167 of September 1952 and COMSFEVENTH
FLT dispatch 16@1367 of September 1952,

15 Sep:  Proceeding to operating area., 1315 Conducted AA "Uncle" firing
exercise, 1512 Refueled U.S.S. KIDD (DD-661).
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PART II (Cbntinued)

Conducted refresher air eperations. 1622 Refueled USS KIDD (DD-661).
2322 Joined TF 77, OTC RAIM H, ®. RGAY, USN, CTF 77 and COMCAR
DIV 1, in the U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CV 313.

Conducted Air Operations, 1844 Refudled U.S.S. HUBBARD (DD 7A8)x
2140 U.S.S. PRINCETON (CV-37) departed Bhe Task Force o

Conducted air operations. 0942 U,g.S. TOLTDO (ca 133) joined Task
Force.

Task Force replenished,

Conducted air operations, 1045 U.<.S. ESSEX (CV 9) joined Task
Force, 1852 Refueled U.5.S. ""IDDFRRURN (7D 68L) ¢

Conducted air operations. 1850 RADM R. F. LICKEY, USN, CCMCARDIV
5, in this ship, relieved RADM H. T. RFGAN, USN, COMCARDIV 1, in
the U.<.=, BOV HOMME RICHARD (CV-31), as CTF ”7. 1904 Refueled
U.7.s. HOD“”WIL (DD 681). 2030 U.=.S. TOLTDO (CA-133) departed
the Task Force.

Conducted air operations., 1245 U.S.S, HTL™NA (CA 75) joined Task
Force. ‘

Task Force reolenlshed 0745 U.7.S. HELENA (CA 75) departed Task
Force., 1757 U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9) departed Task Force,

Conducted air operations, 0500 U.°.S. IOVA (BB 61) joined Task
Torce., 0830 General Mark CLARK, Cemmander, United Nations Forces
Far Fast, VADM R, P. PRISCOE, uOVV“VPE and VADM J, J. CLARK
CO“Q“VWUTHVLT came on board via hellcoote“ from the U.S.S. IOWA
(BB é1) for an official visit, 1253 the abo-e visiting officers
returned to U.S.S. I0 A (Bf_él) via helicopter, 1305 U.S.S. IOWA
(BB 6é1) departed Task Force,

Air operations cancelled due to weath=r, 0702 U.5.S. JUNTAU
(CLAA 119) joined Task Force, 2000 U.S.S. JUNTAU (CLAA 119)
departed Task Force,

Conducted air operations. (525 U.S.S. TO'A (BB 61) joined Task
Force,

Conducted air operations., 0711 U.S.S. JUNEMT (CLAA 119) joined
Task Force, 1008 U.<.¢., IO (FB 61) departed Task Foree,

Task Force replenished, 0559 U,%.8. BoSEX (CV 9) joined Task Force,
1320 '1.58.9, BON HOMME RICH'RD (CV 21) departed Task Force. 1419
Conducted *A gunnery exercise, 2125 U.S,S. JUNTAU (CLAA 119) -
departed Task Force,
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PART IT (Contimued)
Conducted air operations,

Conducted eir operations., -1515 LTJG J. W, SHOOK, 521443/1310,
in F4U Bureau Number 81277, crashed in water near Songjin.
Probable cause unknown, wingman reports no survivors., 1650
U.c.8. TOVA (BR 61) 1olned Task Force,

Conducted air operations, 0825 VADM J, J. CLARK, COMSWVENTHFLT,
came on board via helicopter from U.S.S. I0VA (BB 61) for conference
withh CTF 77. 0940 VADM CLA"K departed via helicopter. 0945

U.€.S. TO'A (PB 61) departed Task Force,

Task Force replenished. 1447 Conducted "A firing exercise.
Conducted Air operations.

Conducted air operations. 0930 U.S.S. PRINCTTCN (CV 37) joined
Task Force. 1015 LT., F. F. JOHNCON, 30578(/1305, USNR, in air-
craft F4U, Bureau Number 80798, while on sciieduled combat mission,
was shot down by MIG aircraft near WONSAN, NORTH KOREA. Filot
presumed killed. 1945 U.S.S. IOWA (BB 61) jo'n~d Task Force,

Conducted air operations, 1110 V'DM J. J. CL*RK, COMSEVENTHFLT,
came on board via helicopter., 1404 VADM CLARK departed the ship
via helicopter. 1747 "D Burean Number 125712 crashed inte water
due to failure of catanult sling on take-off, Pilot and crew
member recovered, unin‘ured, 1824 U.S.S. I0A (BB 6é1) departed
Task Force,

Task Force replenished, 1558 Conducted *& firing ecxercise,

Conducted &ir operations., 1101 FAU Bureau Mumber 96769, Emsign
Lioyd F. TROUTMMT, 109355, 1315, USNR, landed with wheels up due

to mechanical fallure of 1and1nq pear. No personnel injured.

1512 AD) Bureau Rumber 123993, Lieutenant C. Q. MURPHY, thSOA/lBlS,
USNR, crashed in water off WONS'N HARBOR, NORTH KORUA due to.
engine failure, Pilot rescued unlngurnd

Conducted air operations. 0901 U.c.S. I07. (BB 61) joined Task
Force, 0935 VADM J. J. CL'RK, COMSEVENTHFLT, came en board via
hellcopter. 1041 V'DM CL'RK departed via helicopter. 1133
VDM CLARK returned on board, 1259 VADM CL"RK departed via
helicopter, 1545 U.S.S. IO (BB 61) departed Task Force.

Conducted air operations., 1010 U.S.S. JUNEAU (CLAA 119) joined
Task Force, _
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PART II (Continued)

Task Force replenished. 0645 U,S.S. HELENA (CA~75) joined Task:
FTorce., 1130 R'DM ", G. SCHINDLER, CTG 77.1 and COMCARDIV 3, came
cn board via helicopter. 1340 R"DM SCHINDLER departed via
helicopter., 1539 Conducted AA firing exercise.

Morning air operations cancelled due to weather, Flew 8 sorties
during afterncon, 0845 U."”.S. HILENA (CA 75) departed Task Forcoc.

Conducted ajr operations., 0704 U.S.S. IOTA (BR 61) joined Task
Force, 0839 ADM A, W. RADFORD, CINCPACFLT, VADM R, P. BRISCCE,
COMNAVFE, VADM J. J. CL'RK, COMSWVENTHFLT, "ND RADM J. T. GINGRICH,
CTF 95, came on bo2rd via helicopter on official visit., 109 U.S.S.
BON HOM '@ RICH RD (CV 31) joined Task Force, 1130 R'DM H. E.

RE3'N, COMC'RDIV 1, came on board via heliceopter., 1301 the above
visiting officers departed via helicopter, 1339 U.Z.S. 107 (BB 61)
departed Task Force,

Conducted air operations. 1115 U,<.%, ESEL (cv 9) and U.%.S.
JUNTATT (CLAA 119) departed Task Force to replenish. 1404 U.€.S.
TO'4 (BR 61) joined Task Force, 1408 VDM J. J. CL.RK, COMSEVENTH-
FLT, came on board via helicopter for conference, 1700 U.s.2.
JTAU (CLAA 119) joined Task Force, 1825 U.S.S. IOWA (BB 61)
departed Task Force. U,S.S. ESSEX (CV 9) joined Task Force.

Conducted air operations during morning, 0400 U.S.S. PRINCETON
(CV-37) departed-Task Force to replenish. 0937 R'D H. E. RGN,
USN, COMCARDIV 1, assumed Tactical Command of Task Force 77. 0940
R'DM R. F. HICK%Y, COMC.RDIV 5, departed this ship for the U.S.S.
BON HOMMR RICH'RD (CV 31) via helicopter, 1045 U.S.S. KE:RS'RGE

(CV 33) departed Task Force to replenish. 1740 R'DM HICKEY returned
on board via helicopter. 2312 Rejoined Task Force 77. 2318 R.DM
HICKEY, in tris ship assumed Tactical Ccmmand of Task Force 77.

Conducted air operations.,

Conducted air operations. 0940 'D Bureau Number 123962, pilot \
Commander B, T. SIMONDS, 100250, crashed while making deck launch.
Pilot was not recovered, 1210 U.S.S. FRINCETON (CV 37) departed
Task Force,

Conducted air operations. 0728 U,S.S. BON HOMME RICH RD (CV 31)
departed Task Force to replenish. 1010 U.S.S. BON HOMME RICH .RD
(CV 31) rejoined Task Ferce. 1145 U.S.S, LC7 ANGELES (Ci 135)
joined Task Force,

Tesk Force replenished, 1245 R'DM H. E. REGAN COMC'RDIV 1, assumed
Tactical Command of Task Force 77. 1400 U.S.S. KEARS'RGE (CV 33)
took departure from Task Force 77, proceeding to YOKOSUK!., JAP.N,
with COMCARDIV 5 embarked,

Enroute to YOKOSUK.L, J.P"N .

Arrived YOKOSUK!, JAPAN for rest, recreation, and yard availability.
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PERFORMANCE OF ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT

(a) Ixpenditure and performance of Air Ordnance is contained in enclosure (1),

(b) Expenditure of Ship's Ordnance.

The following ammmition was expended during transit periods and re-—
plenishment day firing exercisest

H 8
Projectile Powder
7L AAC 74 Not: Flashlses
5 VT Frag. 5 Non Flashless
311 ! 50
262 VT Frag, Non Flashless Powder
36 VT Non Frag. Non Flasiless Powder

(¢) Performance of Ship's Ordnance

(1) The ordnance casualties on the 5"/38 caliber battery were: (1)
Failure of the train brake switch on mount 56, (2) Break down of the in-
stallation of the wires on the firing circuit on all port guns, the port
battery has the original guns installed, These casualties are considered
of a minor nature and were corrected by the ships ferce,

(2) Ordnance casualties incurred on the 3"/50 caliber battery were of
a minor nature which usually consisted of; (1) Damaged shear pins in the
loader mechanisms due to improper loading by personnel, (2) Damaged stud
pins, slide bar and gate operating cam levers for the front gate, operating
mechanisms due to the rear gate being out of adjustment, These mechanisms
were repaired by the ship!s force,

(3) Fire control equipment casualties incurred &n the Mk 37 GFCS were
of a minor nature, o : :

a. The first casualty consisted of the failure of the stop pawl
(NO, 2956-197014~3) in the fuzé Setter Indicator.Regulzior MK 8 Mod19,: This
is’ fonrthocasnalty ofrthis typeconlbeard this ship since comissioning.

bs, The second casulty consisted of the failure of the dowel pins
in the spiral gear (No, Z$51-209854-3) in the Mk 1A Mod 13 computer. New
dowels were installed but did not hold. A new shaft collar was manufactured,
press fit and doweled to the Spiral gear. This apparently has corrected
this casualty. :

(4) Fire control equipment casualties incurred in the Mk 56 GFCS were
of a major nature:




e (P

PART III (continued)

a. The first casualty consisted of an opéh spiral connection in
the elevation torque motor in the Gyroscope unit for director 32, Replacement
has not been obtained, this director is out of comnissioh,

b. The second casualty consisted of an open Zs pick off coil in
the Gyroscope unit for director 33, Replacement has net been obtained, this
director is out of commission,

PART IV

BATTLE DAMAGE

(a) Ship.
The siip sustained no battle damage.

(b) Damage inflicted on the enemy by ship!s aircraft is centained in en-
closure (1),

(¢) Damage inflicted on ship's aircraft is contained in enclosure (1),
PART V

PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES

(a) Performance.

(1) Personnel
Personnel performance and morale has been excellent during the
period of thisorsport, During this period the awerage on board count of
navy enlisted personnel was 2072 including marines. During the period
of this report, thirteen (13) enlisted men were transferred and six (6)
received,

(2) Legal
Legal assistance work for this period has consisted of drafting
rowers of attorney, special instruments, and various letters on subjects
ranging from adoption to naturalization of aliens,

(3) Education

Despite the intensified schedule of operations necessitated by duty
with TF-77, the personnel on board the KSARSARGE have demonstrated a keen in-
terest in educational advancement, twenty one (21) GED tests have been ad-
ministered on board since leaving Yokosuka, Twenty six (26) men have applied
for USAFI correspondencc courses while ninty eight (98) others have checked
out educational manuals for self-study znd improvement, Iighty (80) men
have taken advantage of Navy Correspondence Courses in order to improve them—
sclves professionally and better prepare for advancement in rating, & total
of two hundred fifteen (215) counselling periods have been held in an effort
to assist individuals to profitably plan their educational program,
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The records ef all enlisted personnel have been sereened, one hundred ferty
seven (147) men with a GCT score of thirty five (35) or less have been en-
relled in an elementary reading and arithmetic pregram. These ene hundred
forty seven (147) men are presently taking a series of USAFI Placement Tests
so that they may be placed in the proper grade level,

(4) Divine Services
The religious program en bgard has been increased since reporting

to the line. The schedule totals twenty six (26) Divine Le¥vices held each
week. Three (3) Catholic Masses are said cach Sunday; three (3) rretestant
Divine bervices, and a service fer Latter Day Saints arc alse cenducted each
Sunday, Jewish services are cenducted on Friday night, and the Jewish High
Helidays were obscrved by special services fer New Ycar and Yem Kippur. Daily
Protestant Devotions are held., .« daily Mass is said znd a Rosary Service is
cenducted each e¢vening fer Catholic mens Pretestant 3ible class is held each
Wednesday and lLatter Day Saints class each Thursday.

(5) uelfare and Recreatien

hetien pictures constituted the main ferm of recreatien along with
reading and small games, On the average twenty one (21) showings ef mevies
per week are held, The library was extensivcly ‘used, issuing on the average
forty (40) beoks per day, Pocket beeks were circulated without accountability
in great numbers, Sub-libraries in the various messcs like thce Wardreom,
warrant Officers Mess and Chief Petty Officers kess furnished much reading
matter on wiich sta®istics are not ayailable, Daily press news and a bi-
weekly ship's paper were published, ..pproximately three hundred twenty three
(323) copies of magazines are distrébuted on board monthly, 4 small games
teurnament including chess, checkers, acey ducey, etc,, is now in progress.

Lisc jockey programs were instituted as soen as the facilities were
conpleted, and for several weeks voluntecrs have conducted programs from 1130
to 1300 and from 1600 to 203J each day, . program at 1900 of ship's news,
operatienal, task ferce and werld news has beceme wery popular,

‘Arrangements were made te send gnc hundred ninety (190) efficers,
principally pilets, and up te forty (40) per cent ef enlisted men te Rest and
Hecuperation Camps. '

(6) w.ork has begun on a Cruise Book, which the ship expects to have ready
for distribution and sale by the time the Far Lastern Cruise is cempleted,

(7) The hobby shop store was epenc.. officially 1 Getgber 1952, 4 large
selection of medcl airplanes, ships and boats was displayed with the entire
steck being sold within two weeks, Ncar the end of the peried leather was
made available and numcrous belt, billfold and pursc kits were purchased
by the men, A werk s op was opened and leather werking tools were made
available to be checked out, The present plan is te opcn the work shop daily
from 1600 te 2100 and the stere three nights a week from 1800 te 2100,

(b) Casualtiecs,

See Part VI, paragraph (£f) (6).

—



AT V1 DECLASSIFIED

COMMENTS

(a) Air Department

(1) Flight Deck Landing Problems. No bad barrier crashes or flight
deck fires were experienced during this period on the line. However, a
serious accident occured when the heliconter overturned as it was being
respotted with its rotors turning., This accident resulted in major damage
to the helicopter and four men being killed plus several others injured.

Due to the long deck take off run required for AD-4 type aircraft under
minimum wind conditions while carrying a large bomb load it is necessary to
spot AD-L's across the flight deck., Outboard wing stubs must be loaded
before they are placed into the final respot position,

Carriers with Banshee tyve aircraft should equip their tractors and
tow-bars for towing aft. This can be accomplished by turning the towing
lugs on the universal tow-bar 90 degrees, and equiping the tractors with
a padded "T" frame to keep the tail from injuring the driver. It is also
considered desirable to tow F9F's backwards, especially under high wind
conditions, and a tow-bar for that purpose is being manufactured,

(2) Arresting Gear. During the period of this report, the total
number of landings was 2132. The number of barrier engagements was four,
and a total of twenty-two cross deck pendants were replaced. No barricade
engagements (i.e. complete engagements) resulted, although the upper shear
pins were sheared in one instance, dropning the webbing on the aircraft.

4 more detailed account of the care given the barricade might nossibly
prove of some value. Difficulty was cxnerienced at first in keeping the
lower loading straps in the ramm. Vhile other means a»: available, it was
found that the pieces of barrier adaotor lifter stravs including the six
snap fasteners could readily be modified to serve as securing straps in this
instance. A hole was cut through the center of the stran, an eyelet in-
serted and 2 large wood screw used to secure the strap to the deck between
the forward ond after section of the ramp. ixcellent results were obtained.

It was further found that the tape used to secure the two sets of upper
loading straps together was rapidly being cracked and dried out due to deck
traffic and heat from jet exhausts, Since it requires about eight rolls of
tape to completely assemble a double barricade installation, and several
more to repair and replace torn tape, it was found that sunplies of tape
were rapidly being depleted. Accordimgly, a substitute was sought and marlin
was found to be the answer, Not only is it sufficiently strong, but it scems
to have good wearing qualities as well. Tt certainly is cheaper and plenty
is available. Three or four turns of marlin are enough, except towards the
center engaging straps where deck traffic during launches and recoveries is
extremely high,

The life of bungece straps is quite low, a total of approximately one
hundred bungees being used during this operating period. Not only is the
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bungee itself crimped and stretched Wy deck traffic, but the snap fasteners
(especially the spring snaps themselves) are constantly being breken se

that the bungees are falling off the "D" rings as the Barricade is raised.

No solutien has been found as yet, but a medification in manufacture ef bungee
held-downs te include "D" rings with an insertable piece would be advantageous
in that bungees weuld not have te be replaced nearly se eften — except of
course when they are stretched er crimped se that the elastic limit is
exceeded, ‘

At this time no excessive stanchion deflection has been neticed in the
barricade installation,

With constant attention and barring any engagement, it has been feund
that the operating life of a barricade is approximately one month, At the
end of this time, it has been found that the center engaging straps have
been thoroughly darkened wy jet exhaust fumes and deck traffic has caused
the seams of the straps to become torn,

(3) Catapults, During this period, a total of 1168 catapult shets
were fired; 614 aircraft were launched from the Port Zatapult and 554 from
the Starboard Catapult. No major difficulties were experienced with the
equipment during these operationms,

One AD was lost during a launch frem the Starkoard Catapult, The
Catapult functioned perfectly, FPessible cause was a faulty bridle er plane
catapult hook causing the bridle to come apart and the plane te drap ever
the bew into the water with little or no assistance from the catapult,

During this eperational period it was neticed that launching ef aircraft
. weuld be facilitated ®y having the fsrward end of the holdback and release
unit track epen as well as the after end, This would allew either end te be
used for placing or remeving heldback units and weuld speed up the launching
interval time between different types eof alrcraft, U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33)
alteration request number 5-52 regarding subject change is new being prepared,

(4) Maintenance, During the peried ef this repert tha fellewing air- -
craft engine changes were accomplished:

CHANGES TYFE
2 3350
3 2800
6 J-34

Seme difficulty was experienced in that CEC units obtained at San Diege
were in many instances incomplete, The (EC unit fer 3350 engines was net
obtained until just prier to leaving Yokosuka, and was also incomplete,

Feur starter Jeeps were assigned to the Air Group Ly COMAIRFAC, and
VC-11 Detachment brought an additional one, At one time during the operating
period, two Jeeps were out of commission due te mechanical difficulties,

The resulting shortage caused some delay in #peretiens,
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PART VI (Continued)

A speed-letter was originated to COMFAIRJAP requesting two additional Jeeps
to fill allowance., It is considered necessary that the full allowance of
starter Jeeps be provided ships that have Banshee Squedrons aboard. The
Benshee takes much longer to start than the F9F, ahd : .en it is required to
launch about 20 jets at one time, at least 4 Jeeps are required to keep up
with the catapults and not have too long a turn up on deck.

The deck cdge jet starting units were not used due to the time element
involved in rig:iing extension cords for different type recceptacles, and the
additional man power required to ke:cp two systems manned. The units were
only used as emergency starting equipment.

(5) Ordnance Handling Equipment. Considerable di ficulty was experienced
with the commercial load binder used in conjunction with the Mark 4 Mod ©
Adapter and the Mark 1 Modl Bomb Skid. These binders arc unsatisfactory
for sustained usage due to their structural wcakness. After twenty days of
operation, ninety percent of the 130 new binders were bent or broken.

A RUDACE has been submitted on these binders.

(6) Gasoline and Lube 0il Expenditures.‘

DATE GASOLINE OIL
10-30 Sept 578,880 (gal.) 2,758 (gal.)
1-17 Oct 666,421 (gal.) 2,968 {grl.)

UL."K kg ¥ ¢ B R"‘

(7) Oxygen-Nitrogen Plant. Operation of the oxygen-nitrogen plants
during this period was satisfactory. However, it was necessary to stop
production once in each plant to effect reopairs. Total production for the
period 10-30 September was 36,142.36 cubic feet and for the period 1-17
October L7,489.32 cubic feet. Sixty-six 220 cubic feet bottles were filled
and transferred to the supply ship for use by other cs:riers operating in
the zrea.

Considerable difficulty was experienced in handling the flexible
oxXygen service hose during operations. All of the service outlets arc on
the port side of the ship, and in order to service planes on the starboard
side the use of a 200 foot length of hose is necessary. Handling this much
hose, with planes, tractors and bomb skids moving about the deck, is
difficult and dangerous. Extreme caution is necessary to vrevent dameging
the hose.

10
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(1) Main Propulsion

There weré¢ no major casualties and all steaming recuirements were
met without difficulty. The only problems encountered were in boiler main-
tenance, The opcrational requirement for full boiler power; combined with the
wide range of boiler power used, results in a larger number of econimizer
header hand hole and superheater hand hole leaks, than normally experienced,
These are corrected at night when boilers can be coolcd down, and during
replenishment days.

(2) Electrical
No major casualties were experienced in the electrical equipment,
Continuous maintenance and minor repairs were conducted without difficulty,

(3) Auxiliaries ,
Considerable difficulty has been experienced with the C.H. WHEELER

Electro-Hydraulic Rearming at Sea Winches, This has been reported on
Material Data Reports, serials: 1-52, 2-52 and 3~52 2nd by letter CC, USS
KEARSARGE (CV 33) CV33/520 Ser: 1267 of § Oct 1952, to type commander and
interested activities, It was discussed with RAIM J.B, PEARSON, JR., USN
Force Material Maintenance Officer, COMAIRPAC, and CAPT. i4.K. RCMBERG, USN,
Ships Material Officer on COMAIRPAC's staff cduring their visit to the Task
Force Sept 12-16, CAPT. ROMBERG, morcover, observed the operation of the
winches during the replenishment on 14 Oct 1952, and is familiar with the
details of the repairs affected, and the actual winch performance whéf re-
arming,

(4) Damage Control

This vessel is experiencing growing difficul.y with maintenance !
of a watertight flight deck. It is a combination of two factors. Jet blast
1s melting the merine glue, and blowing loose the oakum permitting water to
workbelow the wooden deck, HRepair facilities at Yokosuka have been requested
to recaulk and pitch the wooden flight deck during the forthcoming avail-
2bility period. The second problem, and the more serious factor, is the
apparent thinness of the stecl decking below the woods Wherever the leakage
on the 02 level overhcad was serious enough to justify tearing out gless
insulation to stop leaks by welding, it has been observed that the wood |
deck securing studs are shot through or close to through the steel, that 3

rmovement of the deck under heavy aircraft causes the stud to work and leaks
develop.

——

This is particularly true in the area of the catapult flash plating,
A more complete study of this problem will be made after observation of the
successfulness of curtailing leaks by new ceulking and some experience with
the deck under winter conditions, At that time 2 letter report will be for-
warded to the type commander if it appears that availability at a west coast
shipyard will be required upon return to CONUS.

11
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(5) Electronics

as General
No major difficulties have been experienced with the electronic
equipment, During replenishment days, every effort has been made to bring
preventative maintenance schedules up to date, and correct all potential fail—
urcs noted during operations on line, Equipments are retuned and "peaked-
up" before placing equipment in operational status.,

Maintenance and technical difficulties have been normal. The
following corments are given:
b. Radar, SG-6B The antenna slows and labors considerably in
winds of approximately 45 knots or better, It has not stalled or windmilled,

AN/SPS-6B No antenna retational difficulties have been experienc—
ed to date, The AFC unit intermittently dropped out of tune, over a 4/5 day
period about once s day. Simple retuning would correct the discrepancy.,
Complete failure of unit occured when suppressor grid bypass capacitor, €835,
permanently shorted, causing filter choke L8CL to draw excessive current, and
open, It is assumed the intecrmittent shorting of €835 prior to final break-
down was cause of preceding AFC difficulties,

Considerable interference from similar radars in the force
necessitated retuning of equipment, It is recommended -hat frequency assign-
ments be closely supervised,

Side lobes, 30-40 degrecs wide and at 150 and 230 degrees re—
lative to antenna head, were of sufficient strength to smear land targets at
a range of approximately 25 miles, No side lobeechoes have been observed at
greater or lesser ranges,

Radar was tuned to 1218 MCS, Retuning to a frequency 20 MCS
away eliminated all traces of side lobes.

c. Radio,

Considerable intra-ship radio interference has been experienced
on the VHF radio nets, This interference has been definitely established as
"spill-Over" and crossmodulation. Shifting antennae, nnd adjustment of trans—
mitter power output, and receiver silencer bias have reduced the interference
to an aceeptable level, A thorough inspection of antenna insulators, and cable
bonding should further reduce interference to the minimum, This will be
accomplished during next upkeep period, The RCK receiver has proved very
unrelisble for long range communications (35 miles plus) with aircraft,

ds. Miscellaneous,
It is recommended that a remote start/stop switch for the
AN/CPN-6 R.iCON equipment be located in /ir Operations in order to provide for
the immediate energizing of the RiCON in times of emergency .«
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(¢) Cunnery department

(1) Ammunition re-suoply.

(a) Replenishment was accomplished three times during the
period 17 to 30 Sestember and five times during the period 1 to 20
Cctober as follows:

DATE FROM TONNAGE AVERAGE TON PER HR.
9-19~-52 USS MR BAKER (AE-L) 147 656.8
9-23-52 USS MT BAKER (AE~4) 239.8 79.95
9~28-52 USS MT BAKER (AE-L) 163.3 45,15
16-2~52 USS CHARA (AKA-58) 206.5 77.6
10-6~52 USS GHARA (AKA-58) 239.6 108.5
10-10-52 USS CHARA (AXKA-58) 250,5 125.9
10-14-52 USS PARICUTIN (AE-18) 207.5 8l.5
10-18-52 USS MT BAKER (AE-4) 160 81

(2) Ammunition Handling Problems

(a) During the month of September and the first week in
October this ship experienced considerable difficulty in burtoning ammuni-
tion due to the inoperative status of one or both of the interim winches
used in the burtoning operation. Through the continued efforts of the
Engineering Force, the winches were repaired and operated satisfactorily
except during the replenishment from the U.S.S. PARICUTIN (AE-18) on 14
October 1952. The forward winch was temporarily out of commission on
two occasions due to blown gaskets during this operation. The wire
straps and the beckets on the cargo nets were of such length that the
PARICUTIN winch operator was required to rold a strain, and the KEARS/RGE
winch operator was required to haul against this strain to raise the
cargo nets high enough to clear the ships side. This put an overload
on this ships winches, which resulted in the blown gaskets. The interim
winches installed on board this ship were not designed to take this over-
load. Thc gaskets were renewed and loadirg operations were continged.
It has been observed that the presently installed winc =s operate at a
much siower speed than the cargo winches installed on the vessels re-
plenishing this ship.

(3) Recommendations
The interim winches should be replaced by the winches de-
signed for use at the burtoning points, on board this ship, at the first
opvortunity.

(d) Operations Department

(1) Combat Information Center

a. Operating Prccedures. CIC functioned as Flag CIC during
the period of this report. Ccordination was very effective in the
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nerformance of ship's CIC functions; Flag functlons, and air controls
The excellent teamwork which déveloped was due to a high degree of
cooperation between ship and flag watéh offiters, the type of watches
employed for enlisted men, and an effective use of a Radar Control
Officer. The ship and flag watch officers worked closely together
in the control of all CIC functions regardless of whether any particular
function was for the primary support of the force, the ship, or Flag
Plot itself. The combined efforts of both the flag and ship watch officers
were often required on particular evolutions when operations' were heavy.

Trhe enlisted men were divided into three watch sections, two heavy
sections of 24 men each and one light section of 14 men. The two heavy
sections alternated in manning CIC from 0300 until 21.0 and the light
section was on from 2100 until 0300, One heavy scction worked from
0300 until 0600 and from 1200 until 1800, and the other from 0500 until
1200 and from 1800 until 2100, Tiis arrangement worked excellently.
It had the following advantages: The largest rumber of men were on
duty during air operations when the need for them was greatest.
Continuity of operations was maintained since watches changed when
air operations were at a low level. The watches conformed to meal
times as well as peak loads of air activity. This system required -
no special meal arrangements, Hours were long for the day sections, but
sufficient rest was obtained since cach man standing day watches had
a full night's sleep. Late sleepning privileges were required only
for the fourteen men in the night section. The system permitted the
establishment of stable and quasi-permanent air control and surface
control tcams within the sections. The two heavy scctions were
rotated every two weeks. AlL the men in the night scction will be
rotated into day sections every six weaks.

Each section had one Watch Officer and one Surface Control
Officer, Three air controllers rotated throughout each day while
air operations were in progress.

The primary air control function wae in strike control. It was
necessary that each rcturning flight be indentified by flight number
as soon as it left the beach or appeared on radar. Air contbol was
accomplished on the VK-3 repeaters facing the Vertical Plot. The
use of SX consoles for air control was impractical since the air
controller was blocked off from use of tliz Vertical Plot. His use
of the Vertical Plot was absolutely essential due to the large nuwber
of returning flights under surveilliance at one time. It was found
thet the air controller, the Radar Co.trol Officer, tlc twe watch
officers, and supporting personnel around the Ve rtlcal Plot, Raid
Totc Board, and the air Stztus Board all concentrated around the
bank of scopes near the Vertical Plot formed thc most effecctive team
for both strike control and CuF control.

The control of jets would havc been impossible without Mk 10
IFF. Jects would fail to show on 21l radars more often than not, and
it was usuclly with IFF that nositive control could be meintained
with CaP or returning jet strikes. Dctcetion of enomy jet aircraft
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could not be depended upon reliably. Upon onc occasion MIG-15's

were tracked over the beach at a distance of 120 miles, but this
was rares On another day the MIG's came within sighting distance of
the force without being detected by radar.

iir defense exercises were held periodically usir~ returning -~
strike flights as simulated bogeys. The average intercept was made
by C.P 2t about thirty miles. The primary difficulty in interceptions
was always in altitude determination., The present equipment is in-
adequate since it was impossible to obtain reliable altitude detcrmin-
ation outside of 2bout 30 miles,

The use of & Radar Control Officer, placed on a VK rcpeater with
IFF ncar the Watch Officer, has grecatly improved the quality of
prescntation of the Vertical Plot. There was an inadequacy of IFF
installation, there being only one VK repeater and one SX console with
IFF installed. iir control functions were greatly limited thereby
because so much dependence had to be plecod on IFF, The nroblem has
been soived temporarily by putting IFF into all scopes through an
unuscd radar switch position from the Rudar Switch Board, with a
central control box on the VK rcpeater as originally installed.

A

b. Eguipment Performance. Generally the SPS will »ick up
a target at a longer range than the SX. However, the SPS will
not hold the target every sweep until the target closes to about 60
miles for prop planes and about 30 to 40 miles for jets. The SX will
hold a target on the majority of swecps. The SPS5 requircs mor: fre-
quent tuning and adjustment than the SX to obtzin maximum performance.
The SX radar is hirhly susceptable to interference from other
radars in the force. Thc only serious interfcrence in the SPS is
the abnormally large side lobcs inherent ' in this equipment, When
opcrating close to land this side lobing can render a large portion
of the scope unusuable,
The SPS radar has been in constent usc except when shut down
. for routine maintenance, and much greater dependence :.:d use has
“becn made of it than the SX radar. The S5X has becsn kept in a2 standby
condition =s much as possible when its use was not required, so as
to reduce operating time and maintenance difficulties,

c. Communications. Thc overall operation and adequacy
of communications in CIC during this pcriod were average to below a
good workable level. The maximim rclinble ronge of the TDQ transmittor
wes found to be 9C miles., Tris is considered to be satisfactory for
2air control. T:is ship is seriously limited, however, in VHF
communications flexibility because of there bomng a total of only

six TDQ VHF transmitters installed and only one 4l/iRC~1 available
to CIC., At least three additional VHF transmitters and receivers are
needed for present operations beyond those permitted by current configuration.
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The RCK Pececivers were very limited in range reliability and
it was necessary to use the AN/ARC-) and UHD~2 rcceivers for strike
control in order to.receive the plames' trrnsmissions beyond 45-50
miles. A split headset was used for air control with good rosults..
A Western Electric headset type AU 52 was adapted so that the TDQ/RCK
combination could be used with the major component and the Al/ARC-1
or UiD-2 audio input coupled to the sccond earpicce, wiich was Jjoined
to the major component (LU 52) by a common headband.. The Western
Electric hcadset is considercd to be an excellent picce of equipment
for both air control and generazl CIC usage.

Since there were an inadequatc number of VHF transmitters
available and since the RCK rcceivers were undependablc, a second
AN/AiRC=1 unit was piped into CIC from the CCA room. In addition,
the audio from three additional AN//RC-1 receivers was piped into the
RRS radiec system through the patch board panel in Air Opecrations..
T'.is has imoroved communications, although still not to an acceptable
level.

There was an excessive cross-talk and fecdover betwecen antennas
on most of the VHF circuits which made air control very difficult.

Communication equipment and froquency assignments were inadequate
when more thantwo carriers were operating or when participation was
attempted. in any large coordinated operation with the iir Force or
with ground facilities. The ship does not heve sufficient VHF cquip-
ment., Frequencies available were very limited as to number. Such
circuits as were available were overloaded end circuit discipline
was poor. Upon several occasions thc GU:RD channel of VHF was used
so crcessively for routine communications that it was virtually worth-
less in an emergency.

d. Recommendations: The ultimate IFF installation according to
design plans for this ship provides four complete units which is considered
adequate at this time. No further recommendations concerning IFF equipment
is made, other than local temporary employment mentioned above, pending
availability of equipment and the subsequent issue of the ultimate 8hip ALT
by BUSHIPS, "

(/" CincPacFlt Instruction 02810.,1 has established an early target date for
e

mployment of UHF vice VHF in Pacific Fleet alrcraft. This ship has ample
UHF transmitters and receivers. It is therefore not desired to recommend
permanent alterations in VHF equipment installation. It is felt that temp-
orary local alterations to meet present operations will suffice until the
ultimate program is achieved. It is probable that one additional AN/ARC-1
contrcl unit may be piped into CIC from CCA for that purpose, since CCA equip~
ment has been unavailable to this ship,

The Western Electric head set type AV-52 is highly recommended as standard
equipment for CIC air control use, It is light in weight and permits the con-
troller the use of both hands for radar manipuletion and tracking of targets,
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(2) Communications

a. Shortages of experienced rated personnel continue to act
as the greatest threat to rapid communications. With the high volume
of traffic extent in this area, errors intechnique become especially
onerous and time-consuming in rectification., The Communication Unit has
been operating below 50% of rated Petty Officer allowance. A vigorous
training program is improving on that figure in spite of continued losses
engendered by expiration of enlistment and termination of period of
obligated service.

b, The Main Communication Station handles approximately 265
messages per day addressed to or sent from the Embarked staff or ship
while operating as part of TF 77. About 50% of this traffic is class—

ified, requiring encryption. It has been found necessary to maintain

a continuous officer watch of two persons which is augmented by one or
two additional officers as required during peak hours, for cryptocenter
operations.

_ c. Material difficulties of importance occurred in two part-
iculars:

1., Feed-over in CIC between UHF circuits continued
through the operating period. Strike, land-launch, and secondary
tactical nets were involved.

_2. Complete loss of communications was experienced nightly
on NDT-CTF 77 duplex RATT circuit, throwing a worktoad on ComNavFe
Command Net (Circuit C18) for which this Ci circuit is not designed.
Aspects of improper tuning of the TBM radio transmitter utilized,
complete check of the transmitter, and alertness on the part of the
receiving activity are being investigated.

d., Non-delivery of action and information messages is
increasing. Most cases have becn traced to NDT, which activity has
been found to be in the process of relocation,

e. Interference on ComSEVENTHF1t Command Net (Circuit C16)
continues. The TF 77, Joint Operation Center Korea Voice net is simi-
larly subject to annoying but ineffective jamming,

f. The Nancy method of visual signalling is often misused
for the transmission of lengthy messages, sometimes of questionable
import.

RECOMMENDATIONS

(2) That increased numbers of communications strikers be provided,
Where schooling facilities are sufficient to permit, it is recommended
that RMSA and TE3A be allocated to afloat commands, vhere schooling
facilities will not permit, it is recommended that seamen who have e
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indicated an aptitude for communications be earmarked for duty in that
field by classification centers. If is considered that, given a nucleus
crew, operating vessels are in an excellent position to train and rate
young men in communication specialties. The cyperience of this command
points to the paucity of promising strikers assigned to communication
duties,

(b) Thet increased emphasis and continuing attention be directed to the
necessity of sending messages by clectronic means. 1!ail should be employed
whenever possible., Attention of dispatch originators should be dirccted to
the daily guard meil trip throughout the task force. The concepts of dual
precedence and information addressees receiving copies by mail should by
thoroughly disseminated.

(¢) That nancy method of visual commnications be employed sparingly and
most judiciously in the case of cncryptcd traffic.

(3) Photographic Laboratory

During this period seventy seven photographic sorties werc flown,
shooting a total of 135 rolls of reconnaissance film.

The photographic laboratory delivered 34,867 prints of reconnais—
sance negatives, 174 plot shect negatives, 2,715 prints of plot sheet
negatives, 234 negatives of mosaics, and 2,719 prints “rom negatives of
mosaics. To accomplish this work it wes sometiies necessary to delay
Public Information photographs, R.U.D.H. photographs and other photo-
graphic work orders, in addition to the photogrephic querterly report,

Zquipment failure was held to a minimum, but two K~20 cameras,
two 16 1! cine! magazine cameras, four K-17 camcra magazines, one K-17,
2L" lens cone and onc A-8, modified magzzine proved to be mechanically
inadequate,

The amount and quclity of photograshic work ~roduced during this
period was greatly hampered due to a shortage of ratod personnel, only
six of the 10 allowed rating being on board. In addition to the ratcd
men on board, the photographic laboratory hes twelve non-rated men.,

At present two of thesc are full time assistants to the Fhotographic
Interpreter. The photographic laboratory must operate on two (2)

twelve (12) hour shifts in order to complete 21l the work orders received.
The first shift works from 0800 to 2000 =nd utilizcs nine men; the second
shift works from 2000 to 0800 and utilizes six men.

The ship at present doos not have a camera repairman. It is
recommended that one rated photographer assigned to each carrier, be a
camera repair school graduate,




)

| n | P“Qf;g‘(ASS‘HED

<

Continued)

(4) Photo Interpretation

During this opcrating period 77 photographic sortics werc 1nterpreted
ccnsisting of target scearches, route SuerllanCeS, flzk studies, and a
limited number of damage a ssessments and call missions, Because of the
de-emphasis of r»il interdiction, only 4 “ouraids were produccd. An estimated
25 trrget studics were prepared and reproduced for dissemination to strike

el

squadrons.

] The job of photo inturpretation has been handicapped to some degroe

| ny a shortage of proper facilities and cquipment; but the largest impediment
"8 beon thne lack of adequate training and uxperience on the part of both

ths F.I. Officer and the two onlis+cd assistents, The unique problem pro-

sented by Korean photography renders standardized tra iining inadequate on

many points, and indicates a definite need for instruction in the opurational
trea. also the :mportance of experience under the conditions imposed by an

orcrating carrier cannot be overstresscd. Thus it would be more than desir—

wble that personnclibe given the advantage of at lc=st one tour on the line

under the guidance of a trained intcerpreter beforc assuming unsupcrvised duty.

—
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(5) IR _INTELLIGENCE

This shin's *ir Intellicence Office has operated on the assumption
that sguadron 'I0's are able to do a more efficient job when they have first-
hand access to all latest Air Intellierence inform~tion. In putting this idea
to practice it has been found that its success depends to a large degree on
the physical set-up of the office. Sufficient maps must be prepared with latest
information plotted thereon, all latest dispatches must be readily accessible,
familiarity with all publications is essential, and sguadron AIO's must keep
a continuous check on all sources of inform~tion which are collected for them
in the "T Office. The facilities of the I Office have heen arranged with the
primary aim of accomplishing this end.

Flak is plotted on 1:50,000 maps. Thesc maps are available for
briefing purposes: a large revroduction of the Air Plan is kept current with
the latest changes indicated; sliding map panels are utilized to prevare charts
for target information, general situation etc,.; dispatches are posted on
arprooriately marked boards as soon as they are received and read; a "read and
initial" system is maintained for all publicat ons, /-1 important informatir-
is postad along with dispatch~s. In short, an attempt is made to assure that
by checking the *J 0ffice immediately before each briefing, sguadron 'I0's
will be aware of =11 the latest intelligence information available to the ship,
and will be able to pass it on to their pilots,

During this initial overating period much time has been spent in
establishing and ironing out flaws-in t"is system, Its worth has been
demonstrated throughout the period, especially in the elaborate preparation
for, and execution of, the amphibious training exercise.

During the evening, prior to each operating day, a briefing conference
for the Commanding Officer, Executive Officer and all heads of departments
wes conducted by the ship's AT Officer, This program has served its purpose
well in keeping the ships officers informed of the progress of aperations and
has led to better coordination of ships activiti s. 411 information regarding
operations is degsiminated on a "need to know" basis.

(6) PUBLIC INFORMATION

The task of attempting to do justice to the many directives regarding
Public Information continues to be a major one, Tnexperienced personnel,
working spnce, and time present the greatest problems, A1l are at a very
high premium, The ships PIO has a well organized unit of reporters and
photogranhers that are just now becoming expericnced enough to start routine
production ef good PI material,

During the period of this report the following material was
produced:
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2l Navy News dispatches.
, 656 Fleet Hometown News storics
2 Feature stories
59 Sti’l pictures released
85 Tape recorded Hometown intcrviews.

It is highly recommended that if contimuing emphasis is to be
nlaced on public information, (and tis command believes it should be)
experienced personnel should be made available to units of this size engaged
in combat activities. The recent visit of CINCP'C's PIO represcntative
scrved its purpose well in stimulating interest and pr-senting new ideas
but did 1ittle to allevi te the difficulties mentioned above, i.ec.:
inexperienced personnel, working spacc, and demands on time from other
pressing duties,

(e) Sunply Department

Aviation Stores

(1) Availability

a. 4,973 items reoucsted,

b, L,544 items furnished from stock which wes 917 of the items
reruested. Of the 429 items not in stock, aprroximately 707 represented
normal renlenishment for itens issued on a shop store basis.

(2) A0G Reouests

AOG requests totaled 27, CV!s on the line supnlicd 18 of the items;
14 of them in less than 24 hours: four within 4& hours.

The princival causes of the AOG's were in order of importancer
a, Non receipt of initial allowance,

b. Items not listed in allowance.

c. Ttems peculiary to particular Bureau Nurer series,

(3) On 3 Octeber the main aviation structures storeroom was flooded with
ten inches of s21t water by the fire sprinkler system., Cause unknown., Fast
action bv crows from Suoply and Main“enance in uncrating, weshing all
aluminum matorial with fresh water and oiling all steel surfaces, resulted

in negligable loss,

(4) Recommendations

a., Plane types and Bureau Number series should be firm sufficiently
in advance of deplovaent to insure time to acouire a full allowance for the
tvoes concerned., On the Kearsarge the FOF-4 & 5 aircraft on board were
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replaced by F9F-2 and F2H-2 with insufficient time to acquire a full allowance
for the F9F-2 or F2H-2 prior to deployment.,

b, Allowance lists should be brought up to date and current usage,
The allowance lists proved particularly inadequate for F4U-L engine masls and
geskets, The VC detachments with a zero allowance for many items operated
with an allowance handicap, It is suggestcd that the allowance for VC
squadrons consider the total number of each plene type operating on all CVA's
in a given area,

¢. Squadrons should be screened prior to deployment to assure that all
aircraft inventory logs, flight log books, end squadron allowances are complete,

(f) Medical Department

(1) VMedical Department supplies and equipment were adequate, No
significant equipment breakdown or supply shortages occurred during this
period, Fore-sight in procuring several items of supplies and equipment in
cxcess of allowance and others not listed as initial allowance paid dividends,
Due to the great variety of casualties and illnesses and because ships of this
type function also as hospital ships, 1t is strongly recommended that all CVA'!s
be prepared and equipped to handle medical problems of all categories while
in the opersting area,

(2) Medical Department personnel shortage contimucs to be an acute
problem, The authorized allowance of 25 men is econsidered adeguate but the
present on board eount of 19 is considered insufficient to properly accomplish
the prescribed mission of the department, Additionsl losses, by rezson of
discharge, that will oceur in the neer future will seriously handicap the
overall performance of the remaining personnel and the efficiency of the
department,

(3) Medical Eveluation of Air Group and Ship's company “\

a. For the first 3 weeks of this operating period the general morale
and physical well being of both the Air Group and Ship's Company remained _
good, During the remaining two weeks of this period, it wes noted that per- '
sonnel, particularly those directly associated with air opera2tions, tended
to show moderate signs of stress, Some tenseness became apparent and early
signs of fatigue began to partially encroach upon the physical viger pre- i
viously demonstrated, There was no significern® morale problem, individually
or collectively, which reguired specific attention,

b. Although this was the first period of such operations, for this
ship, certain personnel developements tend to indicate that repeated oper-
2tions prolonged over a period of 3 weeks, may well result in physical and
morale problems which will merit future considcration,
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(L) Medical Stetistical Summery fir Group and Ship's company

A, "dmittod t0 Sick 1iStaesseeesesvevessssessrcsessossssessl5d
b. Total sick davs out of 112850 possiblc works dayS......296
Ce Officors ad]'ﬂitted to SiCk list..coo-a.oon--v_oao_vooto--ctz
d, Total patient visits to sick calliseessssscescocccssssa38l2
€, Total mediC”’.l trcn‘tmentS.oooo'uotaocnOt'non-oooo'toc.-.ézb‘l{-
f. Paticnts received from other ShipPSiesessessssescscseseed
g. Paticnts transferred to hospital..ieeesevevroescocesons?
h. Number minor iNjurics treatcdeceseeseecsesecsssssncssssdd
i, MNumber major injuries troated,...eieceesereccccrnscsaselh
j. Member shipboard injurics resulting in deathes.eesseesdd
k. Minor surgical ProCedUrcCS...sesesessssssssssssssscsssselO0b
1. Majior surgical ProOCCAUrESeyeencssvsosncsasconsacsensnesll
m. Venereal diseasc cases and Non-snccific Urethritis total. .69
1. Gonorrhea 35, Chancroid 12
2. VYon-specific Urcthritis following sexual exposure 22
n. Penici’lin tablets issucd last in port periode...eessse2516

(5) Medical Statistical Summary Air Group Pilots and Crewmen

a. Planes lost; enemy action, pilot killed, not recovered.l

’ Plancs lost, operational; pilot no® recovercdesessssesed
Plancs lost, operational, pilot recovered, minor injurics 1
Pl=nes lost; operational, pilot recoverec, uninjured...l
Plancs lost, operational, crewman recovered uninjured..l
Planes damnged, enomy 2ction, crewman Injurcdiesessssssl
Planes damaged, encmy action, pilot injured.s.eeeesssssl

b. Pilots temoorarily grounded for medical rcasonS........l3
Pilots permanently grounded pending medical evalu~tion.l
Averarse number davs pilots groundedecessessecceveseseselds’
Crewmen srounded for medical rEASONS.se..veesssasssssvel

(6) Casualtics

2, On 17 September an *"D-4N was hit by cnemy ground fire which
entered the aft-r compa tment, struck the radar scope, splattered metal and
glrss frrgments through the compartment, The crewman sustained a fractu-ed
skull at the site of entrv of severnl fragnents in the left temporal bone.
X-rays rovealed rotainoed foreign bodics about the left orbit. Gencral
condition wns good, Trkensferred to Naval Hospital, Yokosuka, Japan,

b. On 18 September a hung rocket broke loose from an F2H2, skidded
forwmard on the flight deck »nd struck two men. One sustained a fracture of the
1oft femur plus n comnound comminuted frocture of the tibia and Pibula which
ncee~citated amputotion of the left lower leg, The other sustained a very
severe compound comminuted fy :cture of the left tibia »nd fibula which
reouired oven reduction with bone nlates and screws. Both were transferrcd
to the Naval Hosmital, Yokosuka after the above treatment on board,
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¢, On 30 September LTJG. J.W. SHOO, while flying an FLU in a
strafing and bombing mission off the coast ¢ Korea was seen to go into a
sudden inverted dive position following a strafing run, He failed to recover
from this position and crashed into the water, Survival wes not considered
possible end he wes reported as killed in action,

d. On 4 Cctober LT. E, F, JOENSON while flying 2 combat mission
in an FLU was attacked by enemy jet aircraft near the coast of Korea. His
plane crashed into the water in a steep dive and survival wes not considered
possible. He wes reported as killed in action,

€, On 5 October LT, F, C. ANDERSON and crewrsn in an ADLN crashed
into the water after = catapult launch, Both LT ANDEESCN and crewman were
recovered, by helicopter, very shortly after diteching, MNo injuries of
significance were sustained,

f. On 7 October LT. C, O, MURPHY, while flying an 4D4 in a bombing
mission over Yongpo, developed engine fire and failure after a run, It wes
not determined whether the engine trouble developed as a result of enemy
ground fire, He was forced to diteh his plane, but was recovered =nd returned
to the ship with only minor abrasions and contusions,

g€+ On 11 October the ship!s helicopter, while being parked on deck
edge elevator with rotors engaged, suddenly tipped over., Three men were
killed instantly due to injuries, multiple extreme snd one died 2 hours and
Lh mimutes after the accident. One man susteined 8 fractured ribs with hemo-
pneumothorax, bilateral fracture of the pelvis and kidney and kidney and
bladder demage., Six others sustained minor injuries, 3 of whom required
prolonged in-patient care, The report of the Boerd of Investigation, con-
vencd immediately after the accident, is now being prepared.

h, On 16 October CDR, B, T, SINONPZ, Commending Officer of VA-702,
while flying an AD4, crashed into the water immediately «fter an appsrently
normal deck launch, He was secn floating free of the plene, apparently
alive, along the port side of the ship, Observers state thot his life vest
appeared infleted, but that his parachute was still strapped to his chest,
Helicopters and a destroycr were on the scene irmediately, but for some un-
explained r¢eson did not sight CDR, SIMCNDS, A prolon-cd search was con—
tinued, but no recovery was made and CDR, SLONDS was reportzd missing,
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