BE ATION | -

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. BON HOMM< RICHARD (CVA-31)

Tot Chief of Naval Operations

Via: (1) Commander, Task Force S&VENTY SEVeN DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
(2) Commander, SEVuNTE Fleet DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
(3) Commander, Naval Forces FAR KAST DOD DIR 5200.10

(4) Commander-in~Chief, U.S. Facific Fleet
Subj: Action Report for the period 30 September 1952 to 5 November 1952

Ref: (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3480,L dated 1 July 1951
(b) CINCPACFLT INSTRUCTION 3480,1A

1, In compliance with references (a) and (b), the Action Report for the
reriod 30 September 1952 to 5 November 1952 is submitted,

PART 1

COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION

Upon arrival in Yokosuka at 09021 on 30 September 1952, the USS BON
HOMME RICHARD entered a period of upkeep and repair,

In accordance with CTF 77 Confidential dispateh 091310Z of October
1952, the USS BCN HOMME RICHARD (CVA~31), Captain Paul W, Watson, USN,
Conmanding, with COMCARDIV ONE,Rear Admiral Herbert x,. Regan, USN, and
Carrier Air Group SEVEN embarked, departed Yokosuka, Japan, for the op-
erating area via Van Dieman Straits at 0614I &n 10 October 1952,

At 1015I 12 October 1952, the USS EON HO: }# RICHARD (CVA-31) joined
Tack Force SEViNTY SEVEN in area TARE, The Task Force was then <ccmmanded
bty COMCARDIV FIVE, Rear Admiral Robert F, Hickey, USN, aboard the USS
K:ARSARGE (CVA-33), 1In addition to the USS Ki4ARSARGE, the Force was
composed of the USS usSSEX (CVA-9), the USS PRINCETON (CVA-37), the USS
FON HOtMi RICHARD (CVA-31) and various heavy support and screening ships.

COMCARDIV ONE, Rece Admiral H.E. Regan, USN, assumed command of Task
Force SEVENTY SEVEN at 13441, 18 October 1952, and shortly thereafter, the
USS BoARSARGE with COMCARDIV FIVE embarked departed the Force,.

At 17311, On 1 November 1958 the USS KLARSARGHE rejoined the force and
the command of Task Force SEVENTY SKVEN passed to COMCARDIV FIViE, Rear
Aimiral Robert F, Hickey, USN, aboard the USS K£ARSARGE,

The mission of Task Force SEVENTY SsVeN was in accordance with CTF 77
Operation Order 22-51 (2nd revision) and CTF 7% Operation Order 2-52
except during the period 12-16 October 1952 when the Force operated in: -
accordance with CTF 77 Operation Order 25A-52,

The composition of Carrier Air Group S&VEN during this period was
as follews:

i ALLOW. &  OP:RATIONAL A/C PILOTS
UNIT & C,0. TYPE A/C 9l 9/28 $TiN 9/28
COMCV a7 53t 5
CIR G.B. Brown
VF 71 ) 16 16 16 2L 24
VF-72 ‘ 16 16 15 24 23
LCDR A,W. Curtis FoF2
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UNIT & C.O.°

TYPE A/C

VE-T4 16
CDR. C,D..Fonvielle Jr, FLU-L
VA-T5 16
CDR. H.K, Evans AD-/,
VO~4 Det 41 L
LCDR E,S, Ogle OinC F/U-EN
VC=12 Det 41 , 3
ICDR C.H. Blanchard #inC AD-AW
VC=33 Det 41 | b
LCDR R. Hoffmeister #inC AD-4NL
1
AD-3Q
V-6l Det Nan 3
LT B,R. Smith 0inC FOF-2

#* Staff pilots fly with CVG-7 squadrons,

In acgordance with CTF SEVENTY SEVEN Confidential dispatch OL971CZ, the
UsS.S, BON HOMME RICHARD departed Task Fcrce SEVENTY SEVEN at 21031 4
Novenber 1952 for Yokosuka via Tsugaru Straits. In the mesnwhile, Typhoon
Agnes whish originated approximately 308 miles northwest of Guam changed
course to parallel the East Const of Japan. To ob¥late encountering this
storm CTF SEVENTY SEVEN by Confidential dispatch 050010Z direefed the U.S,S.
BON HOMME RICHARD to proceed via Van Bleman Straits vice Tsugaru and to arrive
Yokosuka, Japan, 8 November 1952 for a period of upkeep and repair,

PART T1

CHRONOLOGICAL ORD:R QF EVENTS

’/5'/52 to 10/9/52: The ship was mcored to Piedmont Pier, Fleet Activities
Yokosuka, Japan for a pericd of upkeep and repair, The F2H-2P's of V(-1 Photo
Unit Nan were offloaded for ultimate transfer to the USS ORISKANY. Pilots of
VC-61 Uait Nan operated from NAS Atsugi accepting and flying familiarizaticn
hops in 3 F9F-2P aireraft, : :

10/10/52: Enroute to the combat area. General Drills were condusted.

10/11/52: Enroute to the combat area, Gunnery and anti-aireraft
exercises were conducted,

16/12/52: The BON HBMME RICHARD launched early morning pilet proficieney
flights and Joined T~sk Force SEVENTY SiVEN north of the Thirty-Eighth parallel
at 1015T, In the afternoon, “Both prop and jet strikes were launched against
bridges southwest and west of Wensan., Corsairs -nd Skyraiders lmocked two
spans out of a railroad bridge ~nd silenced two anti-aireraft positions,
Meanwhile, a twelve plane jet strilte was having one of the most successful
Jet missions of recent months, Attacking a total of five highway bridges, #he
pilots destroyed two, damaged two, and obswructed phe last sy ocausing a lamd-
slide, One Ccrsair reeeived minor flak damage., In the final strie of the day,
night hecklers destroyed at least nine #mucks and damaged seven or more, The
results of attacks on thirty-cne other.grucks were unobserved, In addiwion, one
road Wridge was damaged. ' L

10/13/52: This was D minus 2 day for the landings at Kgje, and BRR aireraft
spent the day softening up the enemy along the front lines in the ¥icinity ¢f
Kodo, and en the transportation lines leading to the objective area, Jots
attacking southwest of Wonsan damaged two highway bridges .md pounded a supply
area, destroying or damaging thirteen buildings, Later in the day the jets hit
another supply concentration in the same general area and started large fimes,
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Corsalrs and Skyraiders on the afternoon strike in the vicinity of Kojo hit
supply dumps and billeting areas, destroying at least twenty-three buildings
and etarting many large fires, One Skyraider received serious flak damage but
was able to reach Yodo Island (Briscoe Field) in Wonsan Bay and effect a suc~
cessful landing, Hecklers wound up the day by destroying three or more trucks
and damaging at least ten others. Many additional trucks were attacked but
darkness prevented damage assessment,

10/14/52: The BON HOMME RICHARD was host to Admiral McGreger, First Lord
of the British dAdmiralty, Vice Admiral CLARK, and Rear Admiral HICKEY, whc came
aboard while the flagship KuARSARGE was replenishing. In the morring, Corsairs
and Skyraiders struck at supply targets in the vieinity of Kojo, destroying
nearly thirty-five buildings, starting ten large fires, and setting ¢ff two
violent secondary explosions. Throughout the day jets attacking in the rear
areas damaged or destroyed a total of seven bridges, In addition, they knocked
cut two automatic weapons, Hecklers seored one of the mest damaging blows of
the day when they exploded a truck as it moved into a fuel dump, The resulting
fires spread over an area the size of a square block. An hour later it was still
turning furiously and was visible for more than twenty miles, The hecklers also
destroyed eight or more trucks and damaged over twenty,.

10/15/52: This was to have been D-Day, but at the time the lamlings were
scheduled to take place heavy rain and low visibility made flight operations
impcssible, H-Heur was therefore postponed until 1480I, and in spite of high
winds and heavy seas supiort flights were launched shortly afterrnoon., Both
props and Jets smashed at the beaches and their approaches in anticipation of
a landing, In addition to pummelling strong peints, the flyers destroyed twelve
buildings, Blew up an ammunition dump, and caused a large secondary explosion
in a fortified area, Meamwhile, the landing craft headed for the beach, but
upon reaching a point about crne thousand yards out they tumed and retired.
Shortly afterwards, the cperation was officially termed an exercise, One
Skyraider received a direct hit in the wing from medium flak But was able to
ditok safely. The pilot, Lt(jg) Walter Alt, was picked up in good condition
b7 the helicopter of the USS TIOWA,

10/16/52: Continuing operations in the former objective area around Kojo,
rrops and Jets attacked supply dumps, troop billeting areas, and camouflaged
installations. They destroyed a tctal of twenty buildings, started twelve . fires,
caused several larrce secondary explosions, and closed the mouth of a supply

storage tunnel, un afternoon jet recco attacked imterdietion targets west ¢f
Wonsan and near Kowan, damaging twe highway bridges, making four rail cuts, and

sheoting up five bexcars, One Panther was hit by flak at Kowan and ditehed in
Wonsan harbor, The pilet, Lt(Jg) W. G. Mcore, was picked up suffering from-a
compcund fracture of one ankle and multiple lacerations of the faee., His
condition was later reperted to be satisfactory,

10/17/52: The ship received avgas im the morning and w=s able to resume
flight operations at noon. Once agaim the major effcrt was directed against
targets in the former objective area. Some flights were hampered by threats
cf enemy adr attack over the target areas and by the necessity for flying reseap
for a downed ESS2X pilot, but at least twenty-eight buildings were destroyed
or damaged, ten rail cuts were made, four highway bridges were damaged, bhree
oxcarts were blowp up, and five trucks were destroyed or damrnged, Cne FLUL
received serious flak damage and was forced to land at Yodo,

10/18/52; The Task Force. replenished.

10/19/52: The day was marked by attacks on small, scattered, camouflaged
supply dumps in the Wonsan area which were not only difficult to see and to hit,
but upon which it was almost impossible to assess damage inflieted, In addition
to these attacks, the prop aircraft damaged seven bridges. An afterncon jet
recco, vectored to the pert of Najin to investigate unidentified ships, was
unakle to locate anything but friendlies, bat while scouting the area close
to the Soviet berder the pilcets disccvered a large radar station on a nearby
Nerth Korean island, Making an attack they scored ten hits with elevem bombs
and caused considerable damage,.

10/20,/52: Dawn hecklers lead off the day with attacks ~n a variety of
targets from Wonsan to Chongjim,. They destroyed at least four trucks, battered
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five bridges, smashed eight buildings, and cut a power line, The morning prop
strike hit storage areas at Wcnsan, destroying at least thirteen bulldings and
and damaging six others, Several fires were started and two secondary explosions
were set off. On this mission flak suppressing jet alrcraft blew up one bullding
and storped an armored car. Later in the day, in an attaek on supply dumps abcut
forty miles northwest of Wonsan, the props and their jet escort smashed more
than twenty~six bulldings, scattered and probably destroyed many stacks ef
surplies, and started three fires,

10/21/52: Bad weather over the beach held the foree to a half day of cffen—
sive operations, but unusually successful morning strikes helped to make up for
the shortened work day., Dawn hecklers struck back at the MIG's indirectly when
they heavily damaged a radar station north of Wonsan. In other attaeks, the
hecklers destroyed or damaged eighteen wuildings near Kilchu, The first Jet
recco alsc landed heavy blows when it smashed a total of fourteen Buildings near
Hungram, The primary target for the main strike was weathered in but successful
attadke were made cn targets of opportunity in the general area of Songjir.
courteen buildings were destroyed and ten damaged, rails were cut ir twelve
[ Lices, two rall bridges were damaged, and thirteen boxcars were wnecked. To
wnns total the jet escort added nine boxcars damaged, %wo rail cuts, and @ dozen
w218 shot up., Meanwhlle, props pounded at enemy frontline positions coppcsite
wiie X Gowps. Their controller reported a very effective attaek and credit for
ripping up 300 yards of trenches, destroying six mortar positions, four artillery
rositions, and destroyimg siwiand damaging twelve bunkers,

10/22/52¢ #cheduled replenishment was rostponed wecause-of heavy seas.
General Crills were conducted. '

10/23/52: The Task Force replenisked and no flight operations were condueted,
Gunnery and Anti-aircraft exercises were conducted,

10/24/52: Cn the principle morning strike, BHR pilots returned to the bask
of attacking strategic targets in the rear of the enemy front lines, The
¢bjestives were pre-selected transportation, industrial installations, and
government bulldings in the Yalu River town of Hyesanjin. In the attack, Cerw
sairs, Skyralders, and Panthers heavily damaged one large railroad repair build-
ing, and leveled twelve smaller structures, 1 turntable was damaged ty a divect
hit, In addition, two large government oriheadguarters buildings were heavily
damaged and fourteen other huildings of various types were destroyed or damaged.
A total of three sescndary explosions were caused, In the afternoon #he major
effort was directed to close ailr support of the US IX Corps, Asslsted by flak
suppreseing jets, the prop aircraft achieved 1CO percent cowverage of the as-
signed area and atarted many fires, Shartly after the attaek, an:-ammuniticn
dump went up in a vielent explosion, Meanwhile, a large jst reeco ranging west
and ncrth of Wonsan damaged three bridges, hit three buildings, made three rail
cuts, silenced an AA position, and shot up sixteen oxcarts, Night hecklers
dumaged or destroyed nineteen trucks.

18/25/52: The principle morning strike attacxed Yongp'yong-nl, a heavily
defended rail center abocut forty miles west of Wonsan, Although the strike
was hampered by the large number of aircraft making simultaneous runs on the
target area, the Corsairs, Skyraiders, and Panthers effectively suppressed flak
and heavily damaged a turntable, coal loading facilities, supply bulldings, and
billeting areas, The afterncon prop strikes destrcyed an importamt rail bridge
near Yonghung, damaged another eridge at Womsan, and smashed repair facilities
northwest of Somgjim, Night hecklers destroyed or damaged more than twenty-nine
trucks, many of which exploded, and in addition, heavily damaged five buildings,

1¢/26/52: The Task Fcroe replenished and no operatioms were conducted,
Antl~aireraft gumnery exercises were held,

10/27/52: Dawn hecklers found good hunting on the East Coast highways., They
destroyed eighteen trucks.and damaged seventeen trucks, The efforts of both
Jets and props were devoted almost exclusively to attacks on both sides eof the
bombline extending entirely acrcss Korea, In making one-run attacks on troop
concentrations, gun positions, supply dumps, and vehicle shelters, she pllots
blanketed the targets with bombs, but damage assessment was impossible to make
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due to dense clouds of dust and to the nature of the targets, The level of
effectiveness, however, is estimated to be considerably “welow that normally
achieved by ordinary close air support, :

10/28/52% In response to a rush call from the HMS CRUSADZR which had
stopped a train near Songjin, the morning Corsair heeklers diverted from their
rrimary sector tc damage twelve boxcars, six of which they blasted from the rails.
In addition, they plcwed up sixty yards of track and damaged a nearby tunnel
mouth, Both props and jets of the morning strike smashed at elecwric power
facllities, factories, and supply buildings at Chuuronjang. A transformer
station was attacked, causing a large secondary explosion, and a thermal power-
house was damaged, In addition, the pilots destroyed ten factory and supply
buildings, In the afternocn, Corsairs, Skyraiders, and Panthers resumed the
program cf massive attacks on enemy frontline positions with a strike on targets
opposite the US IX Corps., As on previous attacks, the targets were difficult
to see and to hit, and though all bombs landed in the immediate area results
were impossikble tc assess,

10/29/52: The main strike of the merning smashed at supply areas and faetory
imilding at Pukcheng, destroying one large factory building and fifteen smaller
oply buildings, Two additicnal factory Buildings were damaged, thirteen fires
ture started, and three secondary explosions were caused, In a nearsy area,

% long rail bhypass bridge was cut in four places. In the afterncon, the strike
effort was divided wetween three separate target areas. A large radio or radar
station near Chongjin was knocked ocut when Corsairs and Skyraiders leveled five
bulldings housing equipment, generators, supplies, and personnel, Ir a second
attack near Songjin, the prcps destroyed a rail bridge, ripped up the tracks in
three places, and damaged a tunnel mcuth, The third strike group werked over

a rall wridge ncrthwest of Wonsan, cutting the ®ridge in three places and plowing
ur ane approsach,

10/30/52¢ The Task Force replenished and no flight operations were conducted,
Anti-aircraft gunnery exercises were held,

10/31/52: In a morning hampered by bad weather cver the beaeh, the matn -
strike hammered Tanchen, Although good targets were sparse, the props and Jets
damaged or destroyed at least eight large tuildinmgs, started one large fire,
and set off a secondary explosicn, Other areas were blanketed but no assessment
of damage was possible. Corsairs on another flicht made cne bridge cut and _
damaged a radar station, Meanwhile, a jet recco destrcyed or damaged fifteen
buildings, made three rail cuts, and shot up fourteen boats. Another recco
started a brisk fire in a supply area and hit a bexcar loaded with ammunition
which blew up viclently,

11/1/52: Heavy seas prevented flight cperations.

11/2/52: BHR aircraft led planes ¢f the newly-arrived CRISKANY into action
in two massive attacks against enemy frontline positions., In the morning, the
objective area was near Pyonggang, apex of the Iron Triangle, where the XV CCF
Cerps opposes the 7th US Infantry Division, The attack was carried out against
determined AA resistance and four AD's received minor damage, The rlanes pounded
the enemy positions with tellimg effect, causing at least one secondary explosion,
On the same event, a Joint BHR-CRISKANY ECM flight blasted a large and important
radar station near Chongjin, The afternoon strike saw jets hitting a ecllection
cf buildings west of Pyonggang while props attacked supply targets a few miles
to the east, Both targets were severely battered, Night hecklers finished the
day with one of the most successful missions of the entire cyuise when they
destroyed or damaged fifty to sixty trucks, About forty of these were hit when
125 trucks were discovered north of Wonsan lined up almost bumper to bumper with
their lights on, Other targets hit included a radar station, five bulldings, and
2 zun pesition, Rear Admiral W, D, JOHNSON relieved Rear Admiral H, E, REGAN
as Commander Carrler Division OME at 010CZ this date.

11/3/52: The Task Force replenished and no flight cperations werc condueted,
Anti-alreraft gunnery exercises were held,

11/4/52: The mornizg strike blasted supply dumps and personnel shelters
southwest of Wonsan, The arca of the target was well covered and two violent
secondary explosions were set off and two lsrge fires started, Four supply
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o were smashed, In Wonsan proper a large warehouse was heasﬁly'd-~
Later in the day, a jet strike hit the Wonsan area again, In this attack at
loast sdx buildings were completely leveled, twe revetments sustained
direet hits, four fires wcre started, and two secondary explosions were set
offe At the same time another jJet flight jumped a T-34 tank near the Changjin
Reservoir, One 250 pound bomb hit was scored and the tank was severly
damaged, Four separate close air support missions were flown in the after-
noor. and all achieved worthwhile results, A partial assessment of damage
includes sixteen bunkers, cighteen persomnel shelters, and over sixty yards
of trenches destroyed, Night hccklers finished the day, and the operating
reriod, by destroying or damaging over nineteen trucks,

At 21031 in compliance with CTF 77 Confidential dispatch OLO710Z the
5.5. BON HOMMs RICHARD left the operating area.

PART III

ORDNANCL: MATSRIAL AND wQUIFMENT

le Ordnance Material

All ordnance and fire control material casualties during this period were
ninor in nature and were well within capacity of ships force to repair. In-
sulation breakdown in electrical cable continues to be the major source of

trouble,

Of thirteen bomb handling one~ton chain falls tested during the last in pert
period in Yokosuka, six failed to pass the test and are recommended for survey.

2« Ordnance Expended

51/38 Caliber 306 Rounds
1,6MM 26€9 Rounds
AIRCRAFT
Bombs Rockets
16 2000# GuP. 88 HVAR
554 1000# G.F, 736 51" & 6,5" AT
842 500# G.T
3238 25C# G.T. Gun Armo
1499 100# G.F.
32 260# Frag 263, 542 20MM
12 Napalm Fire Bombs 99,270 .50 Cal,

Farachute Flares

394 MKé

3. Deck Kvolutions

During this period the USS BON HCMMH RICHARD was alongside fifteen (15)
replenishing ships for fuel, ammunition, provisions, and supplies, and re—
ceived thirty-one (31) destroyers alongside for refueling, guard mail, pas-
sergers, patients and light freight., All transfers were effected without

personnel injury or material casualty.
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None
Damage to Aircraft

25 planes recel ved minor damage by flak and bomb bursts,

3¢ Loss of Aircraft

Date Sguadron Typre BulNe Cause
10/15/52 VA 75 ADY, 127875  Enemy Anti-Aircraft fire
10/16/52 VF 72 FoF2 123423 FEnemy Anti~-Aireraft fire

ke Damage Infligted on the Evemy

Targets | Dest;oyed Damaged Other

Buildings 268 1%
Warehouses 3
Powerhouses

Factories

Locomotive .

Railroad Cars

Boats

Bridges (HWY)

Bridges (RR)

Oxcarts

Vehicles

Tunnels

Gun Positions

Fuel Storage Fgcilities

Ammo Storage Facilities
Transformer Stations
Observation Fosts

Round House

RR Turntables

Radar Stations and/or

Radio: Stations

Hangars

Lumber Mille

Hadar intenna

Lighthouse

Cozl Loading Facilities

Tank

Underground Storage Facilities
Burikers

Fersonnel Shelters

¥ish Traps

Rail Cuts 87

Road Cuts 12
Trenches Destroyed 360 yards
Rail Tracks Destroyed 60 yards

A
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s The foregoing represents a conservative estimate of the damage inflicted

on the enemy, Only when photographic interpretation clearly showed the damage
to the target, or in those instances when the pilots eculd definitely assess

the damaze, is it reflected in this tabulation, In many attacks, weather,
smoke, flak or time prevented pilots from inspecting the damage., 0Qlose Air
Support missions are generally not specific as to results of damage, but
measured only in the percentage of coverage of a certain target area., Results
of Bombline missions, numegrcus strafings, fires, explosions and the destruction

of the contents of buildings may never be known, N N 4
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i AND CASUALTI.LS

1. Ferformance

The performance of personnel of both air group and ship's company remained
at a very high level, Only one serious accident occurred during this period,
(discussed under Operational Casualties below), and it has not been established
that thig accident was caused by aveidable personnel errors.

VC-61, Photo Unit MiN, VC-L, Detachment 41, and VC-33, Detachment 41, should
be singled out for special comment, Photo Unit NAN has shown from the earliest
days of the crulse a high degree of proficiency in spite of two ehanges of air-
craft types It has successfully carried out photographic missions over the
most dangerous flak arcas in Last Korea, making repeated runs at constant ala
titude, course, and speed, and the quality of their performmance is responsible
Lo no small degree for the successful operations of the Air Group and Task
Force in general,

Beth night heckler debachments have again and again demonstrated that their
efforts can be as productive as many full-scale daylight strikes, even in the
adverse conditions under which they operate., This is indicative not only of
the effectiveness of the type of operation,but aleo of the skill and accuraey
of the pilots, ’

2e Casualties
ae Eombat

LTJG William Glenn MOORE, Jr,, 487129/1310, USN (ittached to VF-72 USS
BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA—Bl) at approximately 13251, 1€ Cctober 1952, was flying
a FOF=2 jet aircraft on a routine combat mission, While pulling out from a
dive, his plane was struck presumably by a 37mm shell which penetrated the
floor of the cockpit between the rudder pedals. At this time he received a
compound comminuted fracture of the left fibula, Due to rapid loss of blood
he e¢lected to ditch in Wonsan Harbor instead of proceeding to an emergency
landing field, Durinz the ditching he sustained the following wounds: lae-
erated right hand, chin, and forehead; contusion, eyes bilateral, with sub-
conjunctival hemorrhage, and concussion of the brain, He was immediately re-~
c¢overed from the water by DE 535 and transferred to the USS TOLiDO (CA-133)
for treatment and further transfer to USNH, #3923,

e Operational

LT.Richard E, LU:HRS, 472014, USN (Attached to CAG-7 UsS BON HOMME
RICH/RD (CVA~31)) was on duty on the flight deck during landing operations.
An F9F=2 in landing engaged two wires and the tail hook failed. The aircraft
crashed through the barriers and into the after end of the island structure,
Puring the crash one 20mm gun fired. One shell penetrated Rgpair Station
wighte A fragment of this shell struck Dr, LUEHRS lacerating his right fore-
head and eye 1lid and causing contusion of the right orbit, RINZH:RD, Pavid
fey 373 14 72, AT3 USN was struck on the right buttock by a small fragment
causing superficial abrasion., He was treated and returned to dutye.

PART VI

GENERAL C.IsNTS

Ao OPERATIVUNS DEPARTMINT

l, Intelligence

a. Xodo Operation

Having no indication whatscever that the projected "landing" was not
genuine, the FON Hukiii RIGIARD and Air Group SzVeN spared no effort to make
the Kojo Oreration a success., Consequently, when the real neture of the op~
eration was disclosed, many of those concerned felt let down,
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An important consideration in this connection is the distinction in safety
factors and policies between an exercise and a real landing. The critical role
of air power in an actual amphibious operation places accomplishment of mission
far above the element of pilot safety, and pilots are often caused to expose
themselves to greater risks than in ordinary attack missions and far greater
risks than in exercises, It is strongly recommended that in future exercises
of this type Air Intelligence Officers and pilots be informed of the bogus
nature of the proceedings or that clear and forceful instructions be issued
to the effect that all customary precautions and safety measures comtinue to
be cbserved,

"Fireball, a map-booklet, containing 57 9 X 9 inch 1:50,000 maps of the
objective area, was issued for use in the Kojo Operatiocmn, Tﬁis booklet also
included a title page and two pages of annotated reproductions to be used as
an index to the maps. Pilots found this booklet to be impractical., The small
ground area covered by each individual page made proper orienmbation difficult,
After the first day of operations, holes were punched and rings were used to
replace the staple~type binding of the booklet, This alteration was made to
facilitate turning of pages as desired, For future operations of this type

a loose leaf arrangement should be used ard the charts be doubled in size,

If the area of operations is small enough, that is, if the area can be covered
by less than eight maps, uncut 1:50,000 mars should be used with an annotated
1:250,000 chart provided as an index,

24 Photographic Interpretation
as General

Due to the reversion from the Banshee to F9F-2P aircraft the photo pilots
were again required to fly at hagardously low altitudes over mountainous Korean
terraine This was necessary due to the fact that the F9F-2P is limited to
2 maximum focal length of 12 inches and in order to produce the required scale
photography suitable for photo interpretation,

The entire Kojo invasion area was mapped at 5,000 feet and completely
analyzed by photo interpreters for all guns, trenches, firing positions,
barbed wire, mine fields, vehicles, bunkers, storage, troops and other
installations. Photo coverage at a scale of 1:5000 of the rail routes Hazel
and Helen which lie in the heart of Wonsan Valley, was also requested and flown
at 5000 fest, .

These missions are well-known to be very hazardous in straight and level
flight, When aircraft which can carry a camera of greater focal length than
12 inshes are available in the arca, 1t is rocommended that they be assigned
to tkese heavy flak aress in licu of PGF-2P alreraft.

be Locating Radar Stations

One enemy radar station has been definitely verified by photo interpretat~
ion on the wasis of previous electronic search of the area, Fhoto coverage on
two other enemy radar stations on the basis of previous «CM intelligence
revealed pairs of low frequency type radio masts and nearby buildings. Later
investigations showed that at one of these stations pilots sighted, visually
and unmistakably, bedspring type radar antennae perched atop radio mastse.
Photo coverage in this case was done under poor atmospheric conditions, and
therefore, no radar antennaes were revealed,

A number of other attempts were made to locate radar installations by
mapping areas suspected to contain such installations,s Since no radar was
located in these instances, it is believed that either the radar installations
were not located in the suspected area, the installations were too small to
see on 135000 scale photography, or the radar is extremely well camouflaged.
It is felt that better results might be obtained with longer focal length
camerass,

3s Communicaticns

a, General

Reliability of communications has markedly increased since discontinuing
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the use of gpeed keys on most circuits, Overall speed of clearing traffic
has risen from approximatcly L.5 wpm to approximately 10 wpm on manual circukts,

The decrease in speed of transmission on the Guam Fleet Broadcast from
28 wpm to 26 wpm since the last tour of duty in this area has been of great
assistance, considering the shortage of qualified strikers copying this
circuit,

L Photographv

as General

The number of K-25 strike photographs taken this period increased
considerably, About three additional rolls per day were taken with excellent
results., The best photographs were of targets which were not heavily defended
by AA and permitted lower flying., An urgent requirement exists for a camera
with a longer focal length, such as a K~25 camera modified for a 15 inch
lens, which would permit larger scale photography at higher altitudes,

During the mock invasion at Kojo, exposed and unexposed aerial film was
packed in ATAR cans with Kapok life Jackets attached and successfully dropped
ty a Skyraider in the water alongside the U.S.S, MT, MCKINL:Y in the
invasion beach area, The photo planes landed on board at 1610 from their
mission and the film, in the ATAR cans, was loaded on the bomb racks of an
AD and ready to go at 1630,

In recent tests of Model "Q" Lyemo camera mounted in a X-CLAZ motion
plcture camera capsule and attached to the bomb racks of AD and FLU aircraft,
it was found the pilots were reluctant to carry the capsule in lieu of large
bombs, Due to the relative lack of experienced pilets in photography it is
considered desirable that photo planes be modified to carry, interchangeably,
forward firing cameras such as a K«~25 15 inch and a 35mm motion picture
camera. This could be used, when permissable, for combat recording
of invasions and large strikes,

The use of a K~17 24 inch camera, mounted in a modified 1000 1b water
filled bomb rod and carried on the bomb racks of AD aireraft, was discontinued
during this period, since no satisfactory method has been found to eliminate
camera vibration sufficiently,

Se Combat Information Center

ae General

CIC faced its greactest c-allenge during the first few dars of this period,
The large amphibious landing feint held at that time involved more ships and
alreraft than this unit has ever before operated withe It was a considerable
task to keep an accurate account of the additional aircraft during the time
when this ship was strike control carrier and it was equally difficult to
maintain an up to the minute, comprehensive picture of the location and
identification of all the various surface units scattered in groups within
our radar range.

ke Perscnnel

The loss of two officer air controllers and eleven enlisted personnel
during the previous in-port period was felt for the first two weeks., Enlisted
replacements have been obtained and are undergoing intensive training,

ce Training

4 training program is underway to indoctrinate all CIC watch officers in
the duties of the 00D underway, They are particularly to observe capabilities
and limitations of the bridge radar equipment and the necessity for clese
cooperation between the bridge and CIC,

d, Ogerations

Pilots on several Combat Air Patrol missions from this ship have complained
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of the cantrollers inability to provide CAP with accurate altitude information
while ccnducting air intercepts on bogles, - The bogies in nearly all cases
were ldentified as returning strike groups. The complaints h~ve not only
been mnde aginst this ship's controllers but against all the contrcllers

in the fcrece at one time or another, The SM radar is the only means available
to this ship to obtain altitude on an aircraft, -The maximum aceuracy varies
from plus 10C® feet to minus 100C feet of the target's actual altitude, This
ascuracy can only be attained out to a range of 35 miles, For the controller
to effect a successful intercept, closer accuracy is always required on bogile
altitude but is rarely available with the present installation.

By . ATR DEPARTM:NT

l., Torged eye pendants

ae days cf lew surface wind corditions again required the use of the
forged eye pendants for F9F launches. The bungee arrester, as modified By
ship's fcrce, continued tc give satisfactory service, (CO, BON HOMME RICHARD
(CVA-31) to Chief Bureau of Aercnautics ltr ser 2626 of 25 October 1952)
One arrester has been used for 136 shots cf which 9C were during this cperating
reriod. Hewever, two broken bungee strands were replaced on the arrester
daring this time, -

b, Of the ten pendants originally received, five have been lost over the
bow prior to the modification of the bungee arrester, four have been damaged
beyond use, evidently ®y being struck by the tail skag cf the F9F, and one
is still in use,

2. Barricades

ae During landing operations an F9F crashed into the island structure
and the starbcard barricade stanchion after its tail hook failed from a
dcuble pendant engagement, Damage to the stanchion required its replacement,
Pamage to the actuating equipment caused by the barricade shear pins failing
to shear was extensive, The piston rod, cylinder suppcrt bushings, bumper
pad bracket, piston rod terminal and pin required replacement by locally manu-
factured parts, -Cther damaged e rts were repnired as required, The adjoining
deck, bulkhead and cylinder supnort base were sprung out of alignment and will
require shipyard repairs, To correct for this misglignment, the piston rod
terminal and pin were modified to permit free movement of the cylinder lever
and piston rod linkage, -I%t 1s felt that had the stanchion shear pins sheared,
the damage sustained by the actuating equipment would have been regligible,
actual damage to the shear pins was negligible, & RUDM is being submitted,

3. -Bomb and nccket barrier

a. In an attempt tc minimize the danger to equipment and personnel, due
to hung bombs and rockets jarring logse during landings, a bomb barrier has
been developed and installed for trial, It is constructed of old barricade
nylon webbing and rigged between number two and three barriers, The webbing
consists of six hordzonal nylon straps seventy-five feet long to which are
sewn vertical straps three feet long., This webbing net is suppcrted at the
top and bettom by two # inch steel cables which are sceoured at ench end to
twe four foot high stanchions constructed of angle ircn. The stanchions are
hinged at the bottom and can be lecked in the down position, They are raised
marnually and are held in the up position by the wind across the deck, The
brmb barrier lies flat on deck during launches and recoveries and can be
raised expeditiously when reguired, It is ¢ nsidered that the barrier is of
suffieient strength tc otop or slow down aprreciably any bcmb up to and
including a 250 1lb, G.P. and 260 1b, Frag, Nc engagements were mede during
tris reporting reriod, In two instances when the bomb barrier was rigged,
hung ordnance became detached on landing, In cne, a 250 1b, G.F. bounced over
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the barrier and in the other an ATAR skidded under the barrier, A repot®
on the effectiveness of this bomb barrier will be made at a later date when
evaluation is more completej ‘

C._SUPPLY DEPARTMENT

le Aviation Supply

Luring this period there were only two aircraft AOG for lack of parts.
These parts were coded Pl and are not allowed to be carried; therefore it is
considered that this lack of material is beyond the control of the Ship's
Supply Berartment. This fine showing is partially due to the excellent
supply support afforded by the COD method of delivery of Priority iible
and Baker requisitions,

Not all important freight was forwarded so expeditiously. Special
launching pendamis were down to two on board when a shipment of 30 arrived at
Sasebo from CONUS; however instead of being forwarded directly to this
vessel via Fleet Freight or COD, material was back-hauled by rail to Yokosuka
for delivery next in-port period. While lack of this material did not prove
serious, it could very easily have adversgly affected jet operations, Action
taken by the cognizant activities is not fully understood in view of the long
back=haul involved, It is recommended that freight which arrives in Sasebo,
usurlly after menths of waiting, be delivered direct to vessels on the line,

A series of dispatches has been sent between €omFairdJdap, CTF-~77, ComSeron3,
and Divisions and units of TF~77 in an attempt to arrive at the best method
of requisitioning and receiving aviation materials from the CHOURRE (ARV-1),
This command has recommended to CTF~77 that the following procedure be used:

ae Base the CHOURRE at Sasebo,

be Submit routine requisitions to CHOURRE via vessels of the replenishment
force (CTi~92,11)

coe CHOURRE provide required routine material eithem by replenishment on
the lgne or by sending it via the replenishment force.

de Submit emergency requisitions to CHOURRE via dispatch.

e« CHOURRE fill emergengy requisitions by COB shipment where practicable,
otherwise via the replenishment force, '

f, Vessels in the port of Yokosuka fill their requirements direct from
ASB, NSI Yokosuka with 2 copy to CHOURRE for inventory control purposes,

Tt is the considered opinion of this command that the above method of
supplying aviation requirements would be furthering the principle of mobile
support as .enunéiated by CNC and CinCFacFlt., It would also considerably
improve supply availabillty for the following reasons:

a, Routine requisitions would reach CHOURRE in less time than at present,

b, Requisitions could be filled with a minimum of transportation delay
by basing CHOURRE at the base nearest to the Task Force,

s A steady workload would be presented to CHOURRE rather than a peak
load during inport period of requiring vessels,

de Requirements would be filled on the line, where and when they are
needed, rather than in port after the immediate need has passed,

e, CHOUREE and carriers would receilve valuable mobile-support training,

f, Difficultics incident to mobile support would be dlscovered, allowing
such corrective action as necessary to be taken,

g. Items which the CHOURRE eamnot fill would be passed sooner, resulting
in earlier shipment from CONUS,
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ae On 9 October 1952, 3,000 gallons ef reconstituted milk were esed
from Camp Yokohama Ration Distribution Center via covered van, kept under
refrigeration by flaked ice, This milk was placed in the refrigerator spaces
in less than one hour after belrg received,

bs Reconstituted milk was used for the first time during this operating
periods An average of 150 gallons was comsumed by the General Mess each day,
and on 26 October the last was used.

. ¢y Recommended life éxpectancy is considered to be 28 days, however, the
milk used on the 16th day was considered "good", During this period all milk
was kept at 38-40 degrees., It is not recommended that reconstituted milk be
carried beyond a 16 day period due to a slight dgfference in flavor.

ds This milk provided a welcome addition to the menu and brought forth
many faverable comments from the crew, It is recommended thet this item be
rlaced on the list of items available from thc reefers during replenishment
on the line,

2e General Stores

a, A considerable number of requisitions have been returned to this ship
marked "Cancelled-NIS'" or "Cancelled=NC", This despite the fact that such
rcqulsltlons were inscribed "If NIS or NC procure.," ComServPac Instruction
L220,24 states in part:

"5ge Ship's Requisitions
(1) Ship's requisitions will contain instructions regarding the action to
be taken by the supply activity, if requisitioned items are not in stock, as
follows:
(a) 'If NIS or NC, procure and ship' or

(b) 'If NIS or NC, cancel unless delivery can be accomplished prior
to €date),!"

The same instruction also reads:

"5T4 Screening

(1) Gencral

(a) Requests for material will be submitted to the activity indicated
in enclosures (2), (3), and (4), The activity receiving such requisitions will
issue the desired material if available, or, if not available, will;

1, Substitute, if appropriate, or

24 Obligate against stock due, or
3, Fass or forward to FRCO, or other aprropriate activity, for

actiong!

we Despite these provisions, whieh require supplying activities either to
obligate against stock due or pass for action NIS or NC requisitions, supplying
activities contirue to cancel them in disregard of these instructions. Such
action rot only delays ultimate receipt of the material by requiring vebsels,
but also makes for considerable unnecessary work, not only by the requiring
vessel who must reorder, but also by the supplying vessel who must reprocess
the reorder, The final result is often a re-repetition of this cycle, This
undesirable situation is most commenly met in the case of priority "C" requisit-
jons, The ultimate result is that as the need becomes more and more critical
due to non-~receipt of the material the priority must be raised to "i'" or "BY.
This results in tho use of emergency methods of supply and the usc of premium
transportation, and negates the foresightedness of the ordering activity which
originally placed the priority "C" reguisition in sufficient time to enable it
to be filled by routine supply a2etion and by routine non-premium transportation
methods, The number of priority "A" and "B" requisitions could be materially
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reduced if supplying activities would comply with the req\d.xlelnents 62 O
Instruction 4220,24 partially quoted above. i

L. EXACUTIVE @EPARTMENT

t

l, Religious Services

Twenty=-two services were held each week during the operating periocd, Pro-
testant and Catholic serviees were held in the Wardroom while Jewish, Christlan
Science, znd Latter Day Saints! services were held in the library or the train-
ing room, Attendéahee at services continued to be excellent., Opportunity was
again given to contribute to an orphanage in Japan., A total of $727.70 was
donated.

2¢ Welfare and Recreation

Preparation of material for the cruise book was completed and forwarded to
the printing company in Tokyo. The work of printing and binding will be com=—
pleted in December,

There was an enthusiastic response to an "Ugly Man Contest.! Votes, at
5¢ each, are being sold to raise a fund to be given to a suitable charity upon
the return of the ship to the United States,

A request for 332 rest hotel reservations was made and 315 were obtained.
On a percentage basis, this is the largest number of reservations the ship has
received, As has been true during previous operating periods, movies and read-
ing were the main forms of recreation, The disc jockey program was increased
to four hours a day. The additional two hours consists of the playing of radio
program transcriptions. & weekly footkall contest in the ship's paper has
rroven popular, averaging 150 entries each week,

e Medical Department

1. Admissions to the Siek List during Operating Period

a, 228 patients admitted to the sick list.

lar Total of 382 sick days out of a possible 55,560 work days.
Ce +006% of possible work days lost to sick days.

de One pilot was admitted to 4he afelk Jist,.

Diagnosis: Fracture Compound, Comminuted, right Fibula, with artery and
nerve involvement, (8010) KL "C" SL "R"

e, Therec were 7 patients admitted to the sick list from other vessels with
a total loss of 42 sick days.

2e TIrcetmente Accomplished Non-igmission

a, Medical 3585
be. OSurgical . 8
¢, Veneral Disease Cases 61

21, Pilot and Crewman Status

a, FKilled in Action
None

b, Missing in Action
None

c. tounded in otion SECLASSIFIED
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ds Grounded Personnel

Post Accident

Physical Fsychological Disp, Board
Nos Days No. Days No, Days ’
9 0 ' 0

es Total Pilot days lest to sick days and grounding . . « 14

Ls Accidents involving plane loss, injury or death

(Please refer to Casulaties Part V, varagraph 2)

5. C-ndition of the CTEW

as The general physical condition and morale of the ships company and
alr group continues to be excellent. The accident rate for this action period
has been much lower than for any previous operating period, The venerzal
disease rate has shown a decrease of 44.5% over the previous period.

F. DENTAL DEPARTMENT

1. General

During this period the Dental Department carried on the normal work,load
plus the treatment of four emergency dental patients transferred from des~
troyersby highline, Treatment involved filling of 18 teeth, and the removal
of three teeth, among the patients was an Ensign of the Republic of Korea Navy,

Go AIR GRCUP COMMENTS

1. Operating

a. With the advent of the onc hour and fifteen minute flights, jet flak
suppression launches rust be very closely coordinmnted with the prop launches,
Th: following table is a suggested guide:

FLAK SUPPRESSION FIIGHTS

Coordinate on Larnch Times

(3 miles per min,) (6 giles per min.) Between last prop &
Miles to targeb Time for Props Time for Jets lst Jet - min
Launch time 4iff,
10C miLes 33 min, 18 min, 15 min.,
125 miles 40 min, 20 min, 20 min,
159 miles 50 min, 25 min, 25 min,
175 miles 59 min, 29 min, 3C min.

b, In the current orerating period, the abuse of the emergency VHF channel
(guard) has increased considerably. The emergency frequency should be left
clear of all traffic othur than bona fide emsrgencies. .viators are not the
only offenders, Both ship and shore stations have use! the channel for various
extraneous transmrissions.

2+ Ordnance

A, Duuglas Bomb Eiector

From October 12th to th: 318%; 6 bomb ejector foot assemblies R84-DG-
4218337 and six piston assemblies R9,L-DG-4218338 were fired from Douglas
Bomb Ejectors, due to the failure of the retaining keys R92-DG-2252531 and
the clamp assembly R94-DG-4256913 to retain the bomb ejector foot when the
bemb ejector cartridge Mark 1 Mod 2 was fired to relcase bombs over targets.
While the losses of the assemblies have been covered in RUDM's, their replacee
ment remains a critical problem as parts for the Douglas Borb sjector ame 1ot
stcked by the ship's Supply Department. A new bomb ejector must be
requisitioned and the needed assemblics removed and installed in the ejector
mounted in the aircraft as the ejeétor suffers little damage due to the loss
of the foot and/or piston assemblics. To replace an entire ejector with a new
one would reguire from three to four h-urs, dependitig - on the difficulties
gncountered, compared to three or four minutes to install one of the missing
~ssemblies, In view of the above it is recommended that spare foot, piston

p—— - s DECLASSIFIED




key and clamp assemblies be made available and furnished to applicable™®
Departments on a ratio of one of each of the assemblies per four Douglas
Bomb Ljectors carricd in stock.

b, Gun Barrels

Various attempts have been made to explain the sudden bursting of 20NN,
and sometimes a 450 Cal,gun barrel during aerial firing runs. The most
popular explanation offered is prolonged firing bursts., Recently a 200N
mounted on an AD aircraft shredded its barrel approximetely a foot from the
muzzle, At first it was assumed thst the pilot had been firing prolonged
bursts., However the nilot estimated that he had fired azbout thirty rounds
when the accident occurred, Later a pilot of an F9F reported an explosion in
the nosc section of his aircraft, An inspection of the guns of his aircraft
disclosed that a 20MM round was fired in one of the guns while the breech
block was not entirely locked forward in the firifig position. The resulting
explosion caused the block to be .blown to the rear and as the cartridge case
was withdrawn from the supporting walls of the firing chember it burst upward,
rupturing and exploding the new cartridge held in the feed mechanism, When
the barrel of the gun was examined the projectile of the first cartridge was
found in the barrel 14 inches from the firing chamber where it had been forced
by the gasses of the exploding cartridge case, Had the cartridge case of
the first cartridge not cxploded the cartridge in the feed mechanism, it is
concelvable that it would have been fed into the.chamber and fired with
the next retmrn of the breech block, It is believed that such an occurignce
would cause the barrel to rupture at the position the first projectile occupied
whether the second projectile was explosive, ball, incendiary, or armor
pilercing,

2+ Ordnance Statigtics

Of a total of 7,114 tombs expended during this period on the line
(exclusive of ineendiaries and napalm) the following expenditures are
listed by month together with the malfunctions which occurred each month:

Gotober November
Expenditures 6,319 795
Dropped on Catapult launch 2 0
- Dropped when“aircraftflandéd
on board 1 1
Hurnig bombs L 0

Break-down is as follows:

1 occurredon a Aero 14A rack, £Llectrical lead to solonoid broken.

5 occurrzdon the Mark 55 Mod O rack. All malfunctions electrical in
nzture,

1 occurred on the kark 55 FKod 0 rack with a 25C GP bomb when its

sea braces loosened and allowed the bomb to rotate and bind the rack
release mechanism,

1 occurred on the Mark 55 Mod 1 bomb rack, The raek failed to release
its 250 1lb G,P, bomb due to a tound release sclenoid., This rack was one
of 60 Mark 55 Mod 1 racks issued to the USS BON HOMig RICHARD just prior
to leaving Yokosuka,

The low number of bomb rack malfunctions for the number of bombs carried
is & tribute to the perseysranve . initiative and hard work on the part of
the Air Group ordnancemen who by constanil and metisulous maintenance were
able to eliminate any but the unusual malfunctions,

Of a total of 844 rockets expended during this period on the line, the

following expenditures are listed by month, together with the malfunctions
which cccurred each months:
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) October November ' T
HExpenditures 822 22 :

" Duds 25 o
Pigtails becoming unplugged 1 0
Broken pigtails 5 0
Aircraft circuit 2 0

Totals 33 0

The following expenditures of 20MM and 50 Caliber ammunition were
made during this period on the line:

50 8al, 20 MM
Total 99,270 Total 209,542

All 5C caliber machine guns are equipped with stillite lined barréls,
The performance of these barrels,under combat conditions, has been excellent.

Le Survival

as There have been numerous complaints about the awkward fit of the
parachute harness, For some pilots the sling is very tight, even with the
~traps let out all the way. It is recommended that an extra large harness
be available in the combat area because of the extra personal survival gear
worn, lany pilots have voiced a need for a back pad that rides low enough
to give support - t¢ the small of the back. Something on the order of the
cld kidney shape pad would be ideal.

t. A recommendation has been submitted to the Bureau of heronautics
that consideration be given to the design of winter flight clothing sultable
for overland, cold weather survival, This clothinz should be comfortable
eitterrwith or without the Mark III or Mark IV exposure suit (VA~75 1ltr ser
417 dtd 27 October 1952),

ce There is an obvious need for additional pockets on flight geer, and it
is. recommended that a study be made of the subject, At the present time .
pockets of all shapes, sizes and material are sewn on the outside of the
flight suit which are used for additional flares, blood chits, emergency
survival items, sheath knives,-e¢tc, While answering the need for a place
to stow these additional items,the big guestion in both the aviator's and
the parachute rigger's minds is,"will the pockets stay on, and will the
equipment stay in during an emergency parachute descent?!

If additional pockets arc approved after study, it is further recommended
that a ready made standard pocket about three sizes, of the same material
23 the flight suit, be made available through the supply system, Mass
production methods of manufacture would be a saving in material and time.

In addition there is a need for a standard gartridge holder long
@nough to hold either twelve or eighteen rounds of ammunition, The holster
that has been issued for the Naval aviator for the .38 caliber pistol has
Yeer without a means of carrying extra ammunition, The holder could be of
the type where looms are sewn directly on  the leath.r, or the type where
loops are sewn on a canvas holder that can be slipped onto the leather
shoulder strap,

ds The Air Group has used an inventory sheet when checking the ADOK-1
because of the many items involved. TIncluded on the sheet are extra items,
carbine number, local identification number of kit, check date, and check
date of radio., Thus if missing items are noted, the items can be ordered
and when the items are received they can be placed in proper kitsa

e, Rubber strips have been cemented on the inside of the ADSK 1id to
form a lip. This has been done on an experimental basis to keep the pilot
chute and mainsail from being exposed to the elements, amd to prevent
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fo To enable pilotd to slip in and out of theip anti-exposure
few of our riggers have hit upon the idea of using old "avoset" bvottles,
clcaning them up mnd punching holes in the 1lidy The bottles are then filled
with talc or scapstone,

g2 It has been noted that Mark III Anti-fixposure suits by Willis and
Geiger, Inc, have more circumference in the leg at the point of boot
attachment than the suits made by International Latex Corporation., If this
is not taken into account when first cementine on the boots, time will be
lost due to having to put on additional eogts of cement, This in no way
makes the suit unusable but it does waste.a ilot .of bima,

he It is recommendud that the face curtain of the ejection seat be stocked
aboard ship in limited quantities. The effect of the elements on fabrics
is the basis for this recommendation,

i, After T.0O, 105-52 wes received by this Air Group a check was made
ori all parachutes using the Go-No-Go gauge, It was found that all parachutes
met the required width, All parachutes had been packed using the old
packing methods, )

It is believed that the extra material spread on the outside of the Pack
frame will rcsult in ncthingmore than a weakened container, Regardless of the
general shape of the seabt type parachute container when lcaving the loft, it
will ccaform to the general configuration of the bucket seat after being
rut into use,

5¢ flectronic Countermeasures

The comments on electronic countermeasures for this period have been
classified "SECRET" and are being distributed as a supplement to this report

under geparate 0OVer , on a need to know basise
- PART VII

1. Summary of sorties 12 through 31 dctober

LISSION F9F  FAUL  FLUSN AR ADN  ADW TOTAL
Strike/Hecco 381 249 259 289
CAP 160 160
Fhoto/sscort 104 104
NGF 20 L 2L
o L 12 16
Ha KL 38 35 3
LSP 38 38
(3£ TOR. 2 1 22 17 L2
AW b 4
RLSCAP A , L
Miscellanecws _17 16 A 21 17 1 16
Totals 662 295 51 306 81 L3 1438
Total Sorties Scheduled 1462

Total Sorties Flown 1438

Fercent of Schedule Flown 98.3%

Total Hours 3,173.1

Pays of Operation 15

average Hours per day of Operation 211,.5

<a Summary of sorties 2 and 4 November

+ ISS5ION POF FLUL  FAUSN Al ADN AW TOTAL .
Strike/Recco 58 24 2L 106
CAP 14 14
Thoto 13 13
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MISSION AN - ADN
ECM L L A 12
fsCKLLR " 7 1L
AW 1l 1 L
LSP . 5
GATOR 4L 1 5
Miscelaneous —_— 0
Totals 85 37 7 41 13 190
Aborts _ 3
193
Total Sorties Scheduled 198
Total Sorties Flown 190
Percent Scheduled Sorties Flown 95.99%
Total Hours Flown 430.9
Pays of Operation 2
Average Hours Per Day 215.5
Average Hours per pilot for entire
tour including November flight time 31,6 Hours
3¢ Flak Pamage Analysis (12 October to ) November)
FOF FLU/FLU~5N AD/AD=LNL TOTAL
Sorties 556 367 368 1271
Hits (Heavy/Medium) 2 3 7 12
Hits (#/100 sorties) o36%  J82% 1.9% «93%
Hits (Small Arms) 3 L 2 9
Hits (%/100 sorties) SLE 1.1% o S4% 7%
Total Hits (All types) 5 7 9 21
Total Hits (%/100 sorties) ,9% 1,9% 2.4% 1.6%
A/C Lost 1 0 1 2
A/C Lost (%/100 sorties)  .18% 0 o27% 5%
- .
/T)CA<°</ZZ¢¢41w

Copy To:

CNO (2) Advance

CINCPACFLT (2) idvence
CINCPACFLT uVALUATICN GRoUP (l)
COMN..VFEL (1) Advance
COMSEVeNTHFLT (1) Advance
COMN. VF& EVALUATION GROUF (1)
CTF 77 (1) Advance

COELIRIAC (5)

COMFAIRAL:MuDA (1)
CCMFAIRHAWAIT (1)
COMFAIRJAPAN (1)

NiVAL WaR COLLuGE (1)
COMCARDIV ONm (1)

COMCARDIV THREL (1)

CUMCARDIV FIVE (1)

COHCARDIV SuVelTisN (1)

€O, FAIRBATUPLC (2)

€O, U3S ANTL=TAr (CV4L 36) (1)
0O, USS HOXiR (CVA 21) (1)

CO, USS wosex (CVA 9) (1)

CO, USS KiiRSAR % (CVA4 33) (1)
C0, U35 ORISKANY (CVi 34) (1)
CO, USS PHILIPPINZ Sua (CVA 47) (1)
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PRINCETON (CVA 37) (1) |

VALLEY FORGs (CVA 45) (1) 3

BADOsNG STRAIT (CVE 116) (1)

BATROKO (CV.w 115) (1)

FOINT CRUZ (CVi 119) (1)

RuNDOVA (CVe 114) (1)

1SS SICILY (CVw 118) (1)

CO, U3S BaTAiN (CVL 29) (1)

CO, VF-73, NAS QUONS.T PT., R.I. (1)

COMAIRLANT (1) -

CUNCRATIRGRU TWO (1) r

COMCARAIRGRU FIV. (1)

COMCARAIRGRU ELEVEN (1)

COMCARATRGRU FIFTuol (1)

COMCARATRGRU NMLNATuuoN (1)

COMCARATGRU Ol HUNDRED ONg (1)

CUMC/ZRAIRGRU ONy HUMDR#D TWO (1)

COMCARAIRGRU SN (25) (for Squadron
and parent ¥C
Units)

COMCLRAIRGRU (.TU) ONé (1)

COMFAIRQUONSET (1)

COMSLRPAC (1)

NLO JOC KOREA (1)
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