Rank Reversal

At a military funeral, honorary
pallbearers and other
mourners are positioned in
reverse order of rank, a
custom derived from the
Ancient Romans to show that,
at death, all are equal.

Three Volleys

Three volleys are fired by a firing
detail of seven riflemen, a custom
that follows an old superstition to
scare away evil spirits. Three
volleys were also fired during the
European dynastic wars when
fighting was halted to remove the
dead and wounded.

National Ensign

The National Ensign is held over
the casket or urn throughout the
funeral service. This custom was
done by the British Guard in the
days before the American
Revolution to show that the State
takes responsibility for a soldier's
death. The flag is folded 13 times
and presented to the family of the
service member.

FUN ERAI_ H ONO Rs & The following chart illustrates what is included in the funeral of a service member based on his or her

military status. The military funeral honors detail for veterans consists of a minimum of two uniformed

WHAT TH EY I Nc LU D E military persons, with at least one being a member of the veteran's branch of service.
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The sounding of Taps was
first played at a Civil War
funeral in place of the three
funeral volleys so as not to
reveal the battery's position to
the nearby enemy. Taps is a
bugle call that comes from
the French "L'Extinction des
feux," meaning "lights out."

VETERANS

Burial at sea has taken pl |

BURIALAT SEA ERssmmmseses, DID YOU KNOW?
sailcloth and slid into the sea. Today, During a military funeral, the casket is
burials at sea are conductedin a carried to the grave foot end first, except in

similar manner to shore funerals. the case of a chaplain's funeral. The body of
achaplainis carried head first in accordance
! with an old custom that, even in death, a
' chaplain should always face his or her flock.

Sources: Bureau of Naval Personnel Manual 15555D; U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs National Cemetery Administration; "Naval Ceremonies,
Customs, and Traditions Sixth Edition" by Royal W. Connell and William P. Mack; Office of the Secretary of Defense - Defense Manpower Data Center.
Photo credit: Official U.S. Navy file photos. Infographic by Annalisa C. Underwood, Naval History and Heritage Command, Communication and Outreach
Division.




