NAUTICALE&NAY ALEXPRESSI(]NS

In this series of infographics, we'll explore the origin of some common and peculiar nautical terms and expressions used in your U.S. Navy

The topcoat worn in cold weather as part of a Sailor's oSt %

uniform. It is believed that the peacoat gets its name from
PEAB 0 AT the Dutch word pij, a coarse, woolen cloth, or the fact that

['pe-,kot] noun it was a coat made out of pilot cloth—a “pi” coat. Sailors
have been wearing this coat for more than 200 years.
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The bathroom. On old square-rigged sailing ships, the wind
almost always came from astern. So, Sailors would go to

H E AD the “head” so as not to relieve themselves “into the wind.”
The use of this term dates to at least 1708, when English

privateer Woodes Rogers used the term in his hook

“A Cruising Yoyage Around the World.”

["hed] noun

“The Head.” Courtesy USS Constitution Museum. lllustration by Stephen Biesty.
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