
About the Naval History and Heritage Command
Headquartered on the historic Washington Navy Yard in Washington, D.C., 
the Naval History and Heritage Command collects, preserves, and makes 
available the art, artifacts, and documents that best capture our nation’s 
naval history. The Naval History and Heritage Command advances the 
knowledge of naval history and heritage through professional research, 
analysis, and interpretation products and services. We invite you to visit one 
of our ten museums across the country, or our Navy Department Library on 
the Washington Navy Yard to learn more.

805 Kidder Breese Street SE
Washington Navy Yard
Washington, DC 20374

Visit the Naval History and
Heritage Command online at
www.history.navy.mil

Special features focus on:

River Patrol Boats (PBRs) 

Swift Boats (PCFs)

River Warfare Training

Vice Admiral Elmo R. 
Zumwalt Jr.

“Black Ponies” Aviation 
Squadron

Navy SEALs

Combat at Close Quarters describes riverine combat during the Vietnam War, 
emphasizing the operations of the U.S. Navy’s River Patrol Force, the U.S. 
Army-Navy Mobile Riverine Force, and the Vietnam Navy. One section 
details the SEALORDS combined campaign, a determined effort by U.S. 
Navy, Vietnam Navy, and allied ground forces to cut enemy supply lines 
from Cambodia and disrupt operations at base areas deep in the delta. 

The authors provide details on the combat vessels, helicopters, weapons, 
and equipment employed in the Mekong Delta as well as the Vietnamese 
combatants on both sides and American troops who fought to secure 
Vietnam’s waterways.  

The American experience on Vietnam’s rivers and canals is indispensable 
to understanding the impact of riverine warfare on modern U.S. naval and 
military operations in the 21st century.

ISBN 978-0-945274-73-5

Free PDF download:
www.history.navy.mil/research/publications/recent-publications.html
Paperback available for purchase from the Government Publishing Office:
http://bookstore.gpo.gov/agency/902

Combat at
Close Quarters
Warfare on the Rivers and Canals
of Vietnam
Edward J. Marolda and R. Blake Dunnavent

www.history.navy.mil 

A Naval History and Heritage Command Publication 


