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staff on the basis of experience in the

SBSC-1 Helldlvers of VB-8 aboard Bunker Hill (CV
17) are preparing to launch In support of the invasion of the Marlana Islands, June 14,1944.
The Helldiver, replacement for the Douglas SBD
Dauntless, was never as well liked as its
predecessor and was soon dubbed the “Beast”
by the crews who flew it.

A Kawanishi H6K5 Navy Type 97 flying boat, code-named Mavis, under attack by a Navy patrol bomber
of VB-109, May 7,1944. Encounters such as these were also common for Grumman F6F Hellcats flying
Combat Air Patrols (CAP) In support of the carrier task force.

Torpedoes intended for VT-2 TBM Avengers are pushed In front of a VB-2 SBPC Helldiver aboard Hornet
(CV 12) in preparation for an anti-shipping strike.

A Japanese freighter Is struck by a torpedo
during an antishipping strike. The torpedo’s
wake Is visible In the foreground.
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Avenger 86, a TBM-1C assigned to Hornet (CV
12), flies above the task force during the invasion
of the Mariana Islands, June 1944.

TBM-1C Avengers get the signal to launch during combat operations somewhere in the Pacific. Squadron
and ship are unknown.

Ordnancemen service 1,000.pound bombs on the
hangar deck of Yorktown amidst Hellcats of VF-5,
while off-duty officers and men watch a movie in
the background.

A very special Hellcat undergoes maintenance while aboard Essex (CV 9), July 30,1944. This F6F is the
personal aircraft of Cdr. Dave McCampbell, Commander of Air Group 15. McCampbell is considered the Navy’s highest scoring ace of WW II, being credited with the destruction of 38 Japanese
aircraft In aerial combat. Unlike the Air Force, the Navy has never published an official list of its aces.

F6F-3 Hellcats of VF-16 fill the flight deck of
Lexington (CV 16), November 1943.

VB-10 SBD-5 Dauntfesses form up over Enterprise (CV 6) bound for the Caroline Islands, March 29,1944.

A view to a kill. A Zulho-class aircraft carrier receives a bitter pounding by Navy strike aircraft during the
Battle of Leyte Gulf, October 25,1944. Three light carriers and one fleet carrier, the Zuikaku, were lost by
the Japanese during the battle. Zuikaku was the last veteran of the raid on Pearl Harbor at the time of her
loss.
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