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Assessing Razzle Dazzle
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Americans pour into the streets, overjoyed to hear of the armistice on 11 November 1918. It would be
celebrated year after year as “Armistice Day” until 1954, when Congress renamed it “Veterans’ Day.”

While the Navy was busy bringing home the troops, representatives of the
victorious Allied nations met in Paris to decide the fate of Germany and the
other defeated Central Powers. The conference would last through 1919.
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For the Navy, the end of the war brought a new mission: bringing home

most of the 2 million Soldiers, Marines, and Airmen who had fought in
France. The U.S. Navy did not relax its anti-submarine precautions until
every German U-boat surrendered.



American troops crowd the deck of a U.S. Navy warship that wears Razzle Dazzle camouflage, in 1918.

Dozens of U.S. Navy destroyers rest in mothballs at San Diego in 1922.
Peacetime funding after 1918 did not allow the Navy to keep its wartime
fleet in service.
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While the exact credit due to
Razzle Dazzle camouflage may
never be known, it is clear that
the U.S. Navy’s entry into World
War I turned the tide decisively:
shipping losses to U-boats |

declined from a hlgh of more

than 875,000 tons in Aprll 1917

Bl USS Plattsburg, a liner converted into a troopship, received her coat of Razzle Dazzle camouflage in 1918. to J ust over 1 O(}OO'O tOhS by
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almost 90 percent.

In the end, less than one percent of
merchant ShlpS wearing Razzle Dazzle
camouﬂage were torpedoed during the
war, none Whlle under U.S naval escort
The U.S. Navy lost only one Warshlp

to a U- boat cﬁlr;ng its mvolvement in

the war 'a testament to its ability o \ s
adapt to its tactics and technology i —
| the face Of IlCW Chauenges o b 4 ' B USS New York led the American battle fleet in European waters during World

" b’ X '*" War I, helping the British keep the German fleet trapped in port.
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E hiS ratghet was used to alert Sal lors of poison gas in the event of a chemical -
?"j' weapon “attack. In France, Sajlors kept their gas masks close at hand, ready to don
them at the f|rst alarm A7 '



USS Long Beach, wearing the now standard “Haze Gray” camouflage, tests
new guided-missile weaponry in October 1961.

Today’s U.S. Navy warships use every possible advantage to defeat
enemy sensors and weapons, including visual camouflage.




