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Among the captured prizes was Germany’s largest liner, SS Vaterland, seized in New York Harbor along with
26 other ships. Renamed USS Leviathan, the ship made 19 round trips to Europe as a troop transport.

The German steamer Kamilla Rickmers was confiscated in Boston within

90 minutes of the declaration of war, along with five other vessels.
Commissioned USS Ticonderoga, the ship served as a supply transport until
she was sunk by a U-boat in November 1917, after falling out of a convoy.




On 4 July 1918, the U.S. launched 95 vessels in 24 hours, a historic achievement. Between April 1917 and September
1918, the combined tonnage of the U.S. Merchant Marine fleet had increased from 2.75 to 9.5 million tons.

The American Line Steamship SS St. Louis was among the vessels
commandeered by the U.S. Shipping Board/Emergency Fleet Corporation
for the Navy. Renamed USS Louisville in April 1918 and repainted in Razzle
Dazzle, she made several round trips to Europe as a troopship.
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‘| want everyone In the yards
to understand that when we
succeed In bullding these
ships, the credit will belong
to the men who actually bullt

them. wantall themeninthe = g Apre 1S
shipyards to feel that they are E Sbuildis Vel
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working with me, not for me. X
Charles M. Schwab S
Director General of the Emergency Fleet Corporation, 1918 Ay
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Shoot Sh1ps to Germany and §
help AMERICA ﬁix‘? N—Schwab

At this Shipyard are being built ships to carry to
our men " Over There —Food. Clothing, and the

Shoot Ships to Germany and Help America Win
|llustrated by Adolph Treidler
United States Shipping Board/Emergency Fleet Corporation, 1918

Between 1917 and 1918, the number of American shipyard workers grew
from 50,000 to over 350,000, not including over 180,000 others making
pre-assembled components at steel mills and plants around the country.
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In two years Hog Island completed 122 ships of two standard designs, such
as USS Chaumont, launched in March 1920. Like many “Hog Islanders,”
as they were called, USS Chaumont saw no service in World War [, but
provided critical service during the early days of World War |l.

This “War Service Ship Building” badge identified the wearer as a worker at
one of the Emergency Fleet Corporation’s shipyards.

The use of riveting and prefabricated parts allowed American shipyards to build nearly 3,000 “Liberty Ships”
in only 20 months, a rate of construction not possible before the advent of modern shipbuilding technology.
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An American riveter poses for a photograph at a private shipyard, circa 1918.

The government shipyards also carried out the nation’s first large-scale job
training program. Most shipyard workers hired between 1917 and 1918
learned welding, riveting, plumbing, painting or wiring on the job.




