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Radio	transmissions	from	Kiska	ceased	on	the	27th.	Prior	to	that	date	our	attacking	airmen	had	noted	extensive	

demolitions	and	alterations	in	the	defenses	of	the	island.	Antiaircraft	fire	had	diminished,	and	after	28	July	it	virtually	

ceased,	only	a	small	detachment	of	the	enemy	remaining	on	the	island	to	fire	light	weapons	and	thus	delude	our	fliers	and	

the observers on our bombarding vessels. This rear guard was probably evacuated by submarine.

The	fact	that	antiaircraft	fire	continued,	although	sporadically	and	in	reduced	volume,	proved	that	the	Japanese	still	

remained on the island. The destruction and alteration of installations revealed by air photos was readily interpreted 

as evidence of defensive preparations. The cumulative impression was bolstered at the eleventh hour by the report of 

Liberators which raided Paramushiru on 12 August that a considerable Japanese naval force was concentrated in the 

Kuriles.	Our	leaders	were	led	to	suspect	that	the	enemy	was	not	only	ready	and	waiting	but	was	going	to	make	a	serious	

naval effort to oppose our landing. Any doubts of enemy resistance were not compelling enough to result in advance 

reconnaissance	of	Kiska	except	from	the	air.

Later	reports	indicated	that	the	Japanese	began	their	attempts	to	evacuate	the	island	on	about	10	July.	The	light	

surface	force	which	was	charged	with	this	duty	turned	back	at	least	six	times	because	the	weather	was	not	thick	

enough.	On	the	26th	(Tokyo	time)	the	rescue	force	was	again	cruising	about,	awaiting	favorable	weather,	when	the	

minelayer Kunijiri apparently collided with the light cruiser Abukuma, causing slight damage. The resultant confusion 

brought	about	a	triple	collision	in	the	rear	of	the	column	which	forced	one	unit	to	return	to	Paramushiru.	Evidently	the	

weather played no favorites in Aleutian naval operations.

On	the	28th	(Tokyo	time)	it	was	decided	to	make	a	dash	for	Kiska,	since	the	weather	had	closed	down.	On	the	way	in,	

one	destroyer	mistook	Little	Kiska	for	an	American	patrol	vessel	and	launched	several	torpedoes.	Later	another	destroyer	

bombarded the same target. Loading of evacuees was accomplished in two hours. Paramushiru was safely reached on the 

31st.

Conclusion

With	the	departure	of	the	last	Japanese	from	Kiska,	the	Aleutians	Campaign	may	be	said	to	have	ended.	But	there	was	no	

cessation	of	the	arduous,	unspectacular	effort	which	had	brought	success	after	nearly	15	months.	The	bitter	battle	against	

the	weather	went	on	as	usual.	Bases	still	had	 to	be	completed,	and	air	 facilities	had	 to	be	 improved	and	expanded	for	

operations	against	the	Kuriles.

The	anticlimactic	character	of	the	invasion	of	Kiska,	while	disappointing	because	our	forces,	well-prepared	at	last,	were	

prevented from coming to grips with the enemy, was compensated by lives saved and lessons learned under conditions 

which	were	nearly	those	of	combat.	The	withdrawal	of	the	Japanese	without	a	fight	was	unfortunate	in	one	sense,	however.	

It	presented	us	with	a	false	picture	of	what	might	be	expected	from	the	enemy	when	the	odds	were	hopelessly	against	him.	

Instead	of	fighting	to	the	death,	as	at	Attu,	he	had	faded	into	the	fog	without	a	struggle.	But	Attu,	and	not	Kiska,	was	to	be	

the pattern of the future.
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