
Decoding Semaphore 
Semaphore flag communication was adopted and widely used in the maritime 
world in the 19th century. It is still used during underway replenishment at sea 
and is acceptable for emergency communication in daylight or using lighted 

wands instead of flags, at night.  

www.navalunderseamuseum.org 

   Can you learn to decode semaphore letters to reveal the 

message? Use the alphabet at the bottom of the page to help! 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Underway_replenishment

