Onl ookers watch as the city of Yokohama is engul fed in
homes and | eft many struggling to find their | oved one

THE UNI TED STAS ERSE NFAONS E
TO THE 1923 KANTO EARTHQUAKE

The United States Navy aided the people of to spread from 60 mile per hour gaferce winds.
Japan during one of the most devastating natural dis-
asters in human history. On September 1, 1923, the
Kanto plain on the main island of Honshu shuddered . .
from the impact of a catastrophic earthquake. The ground, inhibiting the Imperial Japanese naval re-
severity of the earthquake remained intense, severe-Spogse.' AI.SO’ the far;ed Naval Shlpylardd, kr_l(cj)wdntfor
ly damaging the cities of Tokyo, Yokohama, and everP_rO ucing |m.mense apanese vesse S’_ ecided to
shifted buildings over 35 miles away. This meant hide most of its damages from the public and out-
that, even though the disaster occurred on a Satur- side vessels intent on assisting the city. Officials be-
day at midday, the earthquake affected nearly every lieved that foreign nations could take advantage of
Japanese civilian. Houses and buildings toppled and’these secalled secrets and this disaster made them
much like the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, fire vulnerable in terms of national defense. In any case,
erupted throughout most of the cities and continued the large Headquarters and other buildings, the-Lib

In Yokosuka, the Japanese Naval Barracks, Na-
val Hospital, and Engineering College burned to the
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rary, Gunnery School, Torpedo School, Wireles§s #
Transmitting Station, Meteorological Weather Sta%&#
tion, and oil tanks near the waterfront suffered se‘én-r

marines, one aircraft carrierAfnag, and suffered
damage to the battleshimikasaand numerous air- &
craft. However, the combined Japanese fleet st
consisted of over 150 vessels and offered relief a
aid to the port stations of Kure, Sasebo, and Yoka

suka. The ruins of the Japanese Nava
rulAsm@aigés$ pictured in the cente
Toshi o Matsumur a)

The earthquake caused similar damage 2%)
miles north of Yokosuka. The United States Nava

Hospital in Yokohama, established in 1872, and un-
der the direct oversight of Dr. Ulyss Webb, re-"%
mained a foothold of the United States Navy in the -
Far East. The Yokohama facility aided Sailors
called the Asiatic Squadron home, provided relief f¢ s
those sent out to quell the Boxer Rebellion, took i
casualties during the Spani&merican War because _
of occupation of the Philippines and Guam, and a- T} ~
mitted some casualties from the Philippidmerican = &7}

insurrection. On the day of the earthquake most o_ & . V‘vi:»'"l-" .

the buildings collapsed, pinning Japanese worke®\- 4&_‘ 1‘3@@’
Sailors, nurses, and even Doctor Webb under "*_.}5 ) e
rubble. People scrambled to safety, even jumping «
the cliff side and into the ocean. Eight individuals agn e wall standin q -

. . . g an pi es
tached to the Naval Hospital died. The media re~y o x o hama Naval Hospital. (N
ported that the American Consul Max David Kirjas-mand, NH 91404)
soff, and his wife Alice, perished while staying in
Yokohama.

Reports to the Department of the Navy ©
came flooding into Washington, D.C. On Septembe,
2nd, Secretary of the Navy Edwin Denby orderen,
the United States Navy vessels attached to the As\
atic Squadron, under the command of Admiral Ec
win Alexander Anderson Jr., to proceed to Yoko- 1'
hama. This began the largest humanitarian aid ope?

traveled to Japan to offer support for the a|I|ngAmer i can Sailors search the
country and its citizens. Three days later on Septemsi t al for both the injured
ber 5th, USSStewar{DD-224) arrived in Yoke age Command, NH 91402)

of
ava

ru
and



hama but the Japanese Coast Guard pushed the de-
stroyer away. One day later, another destroyer ar-
rived in Kobe to pick up evacuated citizens. Six oth-
er destroyers traveled with full loads of supplies
from the US Army warehouses in the Philippines.
The flagship USBuron(CA-9) arrived with supplies

on September 7th.

Three US Navy destroyers entered ports at
Hakone, Hayama, and Kamakura around Tokyo Bay
to rescue United States citizens. The commanding
officer of battleshipyamashircommitted a misstep
by letting the three destroyers in because the Japa-
commander of the Asiapdss government did not want to give access to the
Squadron, Admir al Edwi n,_ . . . )
Anderson Jr. (Naval nfodified zones of Shibaura and Shinagawa, allowing
and Heritage Command, the WJS Navy to spot Japanese military production
56034) factories and fortified structures. The Japanese Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs laid down a schedule that en-
tailed direct travel to a Yokohama rescue center and
placed USATMeigsUSSBlack HawKAD-9), USAT
Merritt and US$eco$A0-6) on supply duty travel-
ing different routes throughout the day. The Japa-
nese government continued with their guidelines and
remained rather strict by not wanting personnel,
transportation vessels, or a field hospital in Yoko-
hama to be constructed. Officials also wanted full
inspections conducted before foreign crews could
handle offloads. Upon reaching port on September
10th, Black Hawlarrived with 867,100 pounds of

US Navy SailorBl acsk(@g®wki lto@adUS S
relief supplies, while in poSupplies: Theyalsg unleadedceratesaof freshreggs, -
tion to Japan. (Naval Historcasesofmilkecanried fish and méeat, Triit, and gaso-

line. In total, more than 20 Navy vessels arrived to
provide some type of help (Appendix A).

Even though relationships strained and the
Japanese madbeir suspicions and distrust known,
the United States Navy remained @ite to do as
much as they could By September 8th, the US
homefront response was Si
they attempted to provide as much aid as possible.
The Red Cross Relief Fund asked cities to reach a
giving quota. San Francisco, for example, raised

$20, 000 out of i ts $500,
sail ors n a | arge tgoé'l§agr]% tOQSSOSf icg‘lkforr}lanncg f'iqdl l%r%edqu%ngtltles?u ¢

0]
k (A®Wk (Naval Histoof acanmerd:t fiwecodst uf VeggAKt o
NH 100371) -17). In total, the Red Cross raised $12 million
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