Lesson Plan
Unit: 19th Century/ World War I

Designer: Hampton Roads Naval Museum

Lesson _3___ of ___3___

Topic: US Involvement in WWI,
Effects of the War

Teaching Date:

Subject/ Course: US II: 1865 to
Present

Grade Level: Middle School

Time Frame: Approx. 90 mins

Context: This is the final of a 3-lesson mini-unit covering America’s involvement in WWI. Previous lessons focused on the
reasons the US became involved in the war and the effects that had on the course of the war. This lesson looks at the
United States’ leadership at the end of the war. Using President Wilson’s 14 points as a starting point, students analyze
several primary and secondary documents (Treaty of Versailles, Wilson’s speech in favor of the League of Nations) to
determine how effective a leader the US was at the end of the war. The lesson ends with a short SOL-formatted quiz
that incorporates both content and skill-based questions.














SOL/ NCSS Objectives
USII.5c: Evaluating and explaining the
reasons for the United States’ involvement
in World War I and its international
leadership role at the conclusion of the war.
USII.1a: Analyzing and interpreting artifacts
and primary and secondary sources to
understand events in United States history
USII.1f: Determining relationships with
multiple causes or effects in United States
history
Materials and Resources
Warm-up cartoon
A-set/ hook cartoons
Documents: 14 points (excerpt), Treaty of
Versailles (excerpt and secondary sources),
Speech in favor of League of Nations
(excerpt and secondary sources)
Notes sheet
SOL Quiz







Objectives
Given an SOL formatted, quiz, students will
correctly answer 7 of 10 questions explaining
the causes and effects of the US’ involvement in
World War I.

Essential Question(s)
The United States’ involvement in World War I
set the stage for it to emerge as a global
superpower later in the twentieth century.
Was the US an effective leader at the end of
World War I?

Time Breakdown:
Warm-up: 5-10 min
A-set/ hook: 5-7 min
Model/ whole-group document analysis: 10-15 min
Group/ independent document analysis: 25-30 min

Notes sheet and questions: 10-15 min
SOL Quiz: 10-15 min
Instructional Procedures:
Warm-up: Students will analyze cartoon for causes and effects of American involvement in WWI (previous 2 lessons).
Teacher may collect the warm up or debrief as a class.
A-set/ hook: Students will analyze and discuss cartoons showing different interpretations of the League of Nations.
Document analysis- Model: Teacher will guide students through reading and interpreting excerpt from Wilson’s
Fourteen Points speech. If desired, you may use any primary source/ document analysis tool to supplement the
question-based analysis given here.
Group/ independent document analysis: Students will work in pairs, groups, or individually to read, analyze, and answer
guided questions on excerpts and secondary source documents related to the Treaty of Versailles and Wilson’s final
speech in support of the League of Nations. Students may be in groups and/or documents divided as needed, though it
is recommended that each group of students have some exposure to the primary source excerpts.
Notes sheet/ questions: Students should complete the notes sheet after reading the excerpts and answering the guiding
questions, so they will be required to go back to the texts to find specific examples for the notes sheet and questions.
Teacher should discuss/ debrief the activity as a class or with each group.
SOL Quiz: This 10-question quiz covers all three days of this mini-unit, and includes content as well as skill-based
questions. The quiz is broken down as follows:
Content only

“Evaluating and explaining
the reasons for the United
States’ involvement in
World War I”
“Evaluating and explaining
the United States’
international leadership
role at the conclusion of
the war. “
Major powers involved in
the war
Skill only

“Determining relationships
with multiple causes or
effects in United States
history”
#6, #8

#7, #10 (TEI)

#1
#2

“Analyzing and interpreting artifacts
and primary and secondary sources
to understand events in United
States history”
#3, #9

#4, #5 (TEI)

Formative
 Warm-up (previous learning)
 Participation in discussion
 Document analysis (group/ independent)
 Notes sheet & questions

Assessment
Summative
 SOL-format quiz

Attachments:
-Warm-up
-Hook/ a-set cartoons (2)
-Document excerpts, secondary sources, & guided questions (Fourteen Points, the League of Nations, Treaty of
Versailles)
-Leadership notes sheet & cumulative questions
-League of Nations membership map
-SOL quiz

Warm-up:

Image source: The Northern Barrage, Mine Force United States Atlantic Fleet, pub. US Naval Institute 1919
2. According to this cartoon, how did American soldiers
1. Who do the three men in the picture represent?
help win WWI?

3. Why would the sailor say that you “shouldn’t take a
pleasure trip on the North Sea”?

4. How does this cartoon show the United States reacting
to an event that caused them to join in the war? Explain
your answer.

Hook/ A-set:
The war is over and America is set to take a leadership role in the postwar peace. Based on these two cartoons, what are
the two different points of view of what would happen if the United States stayed involved in world affairs?

Image source: http://hti.osu.edu/opper/lesson-plans/wilsons-14-points/images/can-he-produce-the-harmony

Image source: http://www.asfmtech.org/16richardson5183/2013/04/12/cartoon-response/

What is the argument for being involved in world affairs?
What is the argument being made to stay out of world affairs?
What do you think the US will do?

Model/ Guided Practice Document- Wilson’s 14 Points

Text source: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/wilson14.asp

Text/ Image sources: http://net.lib.byu.edu/~rdh7/wwi/versailles.html;
http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/versailles.htm

Notes Sheet- American Leadership at the End of World War I
Treaty of Versailles

Woodrow Wilson’s 14 Points

League of Nations

What ideas from Wilson’s 14 points were kept or actually implemented after World War I?

What ideas from Wilson’s 14 points were either left out or negated (the opposite of what Wilson wanted)?

According to the map (below), did the United States join the League of Nations?

Do you think the US was an effective leader at the end of World War I? Did the United States’ leaders accomplish
what they wanted to? Explain your answer.

Image source: https://www.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/14wilson/14images/14ill2bh.jpg

Quiz- SOL 5c, incl. 1a and 1f

Russia

?

Allied
Powers

France

British
Empire

1. Which of the following countries best
completes the diagram above?
a. Austro-Hungarian Empire
b. Bulgaria
c. Ottoman Empire
d. United States

US policy of
neutrality

?

3. Which reason that the US became involved in
WWI is best shown by the map above?
a. The assassination of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand
b. The sinking of the Lusitania
c. US’ economic and political ties to
Great Britain
d. The Zimmermann Telegram

US enters
WWI

2. Which of the following events best completes
the timeline above?
a. Fourteen Points Plan
b. North Sea Mine Barrage
c. Treaty of Versailles
d. Zimmermann Telegram
4. According to the cartoon above, what is a
major cause of the failure of the League of
Nations?
a. America is lazy and unhealthy
b. Countries cannot work together
c. France and England don’t get along
d. The US refused to join the League

5. Would the author of this cartoon agree or
disagree with the statement, “The US’
leadership at the end of World War I was
highly effective.”? Why or why not?

a. The author would agree because
President Wilson shown as a teacher
represents the US getting the allies to
do what he wanted
b. The author would agree because the
cartoon shows President Wilson
making the world safe for
democracies, including Germany’s
colonies
c. The author would disagree because
President Wilson is shown trying to
force the allies to do things they don’t
agree with because he has more
power
d. The author would disagree because
the allies are shown pretending to do
what President Wilson wants but
planning on doing the opposite

Use the quotes below to answer question 6.
A: “The effect of the war upon the United States will depend upon what American citizens say and do. Every
man who really loves America will act and speak in the true spirit of neutrality…”
B: “In view of recent acts of the German authorities in violation of American rights on the high seas… the US
and German government should come to a clear and full understanding…”
C: “We shall give general financial support, and it is understood that Mexico is to reconquer the lost territory in
New Mexico, Texas, and Arizona. The details are left for your settlement.”
D: “”Neutrality is no longer feasible or desirable where the peace of the world is involved… and the menace to
that peace and freedom lies in existence autocratic governments backed by force.”
6. Which quote above best reflects the perspective of Americans in 1917 who wished the US to become
involved in the war?
a. Quotation A
b. Quotation B
c. Quotation C
d. Quotation D

7. Select the documents from the section below that best belong in the graphic organizer.

The United
States does
not join the
League of
Nations

“You may call me selfish if you will, conservative or
reactionary, or use any other harsh adjective you see fit
to apply, but an American I was born, an American I
have remained all my life. I can never be anything else
but an American, and I must think of the United States
first, and when I think of the United States first in an
arrangement like this I am thinking of what is best for
the world, for if the United States fails, the best hopes of
mankind fail with it.” –Henry Cabot Lodge

“That there should be a league of nations to steady
the counsels and maintain the peaceful
understandings of the world, to make, not treaties
alone, but the accepted principles of international
law as well, the actual rule of conduct among the
governments of the world, had been one of the
agreements accepted from the first as the basis of
peace with the central powers. The statesmen of all
the belligerent countries were agreed that such a
league must be created to sustain the settlements
that were to be effected.” –Woodrow Wilson

1

2

3

8. Which set of WWI songs would best fit on the timeline above to explain the changes that caused the US to
enter WWI?
1

A

B

C

D

2

3

United States
Exports to Europe
1910-1915

Export value (million dollars)
9. According to this document, why did the US enter World War I?
a. The US’ economic ties to Great Britain (UK) meant they were already helping the allies
b. The US stopped trading with Germany after Germany encouraged Mexico to invade
c. The US was losing trade revenue (money) because of ships sunk by submarines
d. The US liked Great Britain (UK) better than Germany and Austria-Hungary

Causes

Event

United States plays important role in peace process

Effects

10. Place the events in the timeline above. All the events below should be used on the timeline.
US joins fighting in WWI
US participation helps allies win
Return to isolationism

Treaty of Versailles signed
Fourteen Points Plan
US sends war supplies to allies

League of Nations formed
Thousands of Americans die

