
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 
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Historical  
Information 



The 103rd Naval Construction Battalion, later 
to become the U.S. Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion TEN, was formed at Camp Perry, Vir- 
ginia on 15 October 1943. The following year, 
the battalion moved to Port Hueneme. Califor- 
nia in preparation for deployment to the Pacific, 
reaching war torn Guam at the end of the year. 

On October 2, 1952, the 103rd Naval Con- 
struction Battalion was recommissioned as 
U.S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion TEN 
and remained on Guam until early 1959. 

In 1959 the battalion deployed to Adak and 
Kodiak, Alaska, to rehabilitate World War II 
structures and carry out a broad construction 
program of new buildings and roads. 

In 1960, the battalion once again was re- 
turned to Guam to carry out construction proj- 
ects. While there a detachment was sent to 
Canton Island to construct support facilities for 
Project Mercury. 

The 1961 deployment took NMCB TEN back 
to Adak and Kodiak, Alaska. 

Then in 1962, the battalion deployed to Oki- 
nawa, sending a detachment to the Philippines 
to take part in Operation TULUGAN, the largest 
amphibious operation since World War II. 

The battalion deployed to Sangley Point, 
Republic of the Philippines in 1963, with a de- 

I tachment going to Adak, Alaska. ~ In 1964 the battalion returned to Guam where 
they constructed a badly needed submarine 
berthing facility. 

In April of 1965, the Men of TEN became the 
"Pacific Alert" battalion on Okinawa. This was 
the jumping off point for an amphibious landing 
at Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam, on the 7th of 
May 1965. The SEABEES of TEN landed over 
the beach at Chu Lai in support of the United 
States Marines. TEN'S landing marked the first 

full scale battalion to deploy to the Republic of 
Vietnam. 

NMCB TEN became the first Mobile Con- 
struction Battalion to return to the battle zones 
of Vietnam for a second full deployment when 
the Men of TEN arrived in force at Camp 
Hoover, Da Nang, on May 17, 1966. 

For their outstanding construction feats in 
Vietnam, the Men of TEN were awarded the 
prized Navy Unit Commendation and were 
picked as Best of Type of the Pacific Fleet 
Mobile Construction Battalions. 

History began to qepeat itself for NMCB TEN 
as the battalion started to retrain for its next 
deployment. With a tremendous amount of pri- 
ority work to be done in Vietnam the Men of 
TEN were given the call to return to Vietnam 
for their third deployment. Near the end of this, 
the Quang Tri deployment, the Men of TEN 
learned they had been named 1967 winner of 
the valued Peltier Award, as the best construc- 
tion battalion of both the Atlantic and Pacific 
Fleets. 

After a successful homeport period, NMCB 
TEN deployed for a fourth time to the Republic 
of Vietnam on October 23, 1968. This time their 
tour was unique in that they worked in direct 
support of the lOlst Airborne "Screaming 
Eagles" in the Northern I Corps instead of with 
the U.S. Marines. 

Upon returning to homeport for training, TEN 
had once again earned the honor to wear the 
Battle Efficiency "E" for the fiscal year 1969. 

January 1970, brought NMCB TEN to Viet- 
nam for its fifth consecutive deployment. With 
operation headquarters in Camp Wilkinson, 
located eight miles from Hue, TEN was !o sup- 
port the lOlst Airborne again. 
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