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BATTALION HISTORY 

SECOND U.S. Construction Battalion 

The SECOND Battalion was commissioned on 3 April 1942 at Camp Allen, Norfolk, 
VA. It was divided Into the FOURTH and FIFTH Detachment. The FOURTH Detachment 
embarked at Norfolk and arrived at Upola, In the Samoan Islands, In May 1942. One unit 
of the Detachment was assigned to the FIFTH Marine Defense Battalion on Funafuti In 
April 1943. In July, the rest of the FOURTH Oetachment moved to Tutlla, also In the 
Samoan group. The unit that was sent to Funafuti rejoined the Fourth Detachment In 
January 1944. 

The second half of the SECOND Battalion, known as the FIFTH Detachment, 
embarked from San Diego, CA and arrived at Tutlla late In April 1942. Two months later, 
this unit moved to Wallis Island, where they remained for a year, then rejoined the rest 
of the SECOND Battalion at Tutlla. 

The entire manpower of the SECOND U.S. Construction Battalion ended their 
services without working or traveling as a complete unit. The Battalion, less than 116 
men, arrived In San Francisco on 7 March 1944 to a tumultuous welcome as one of the 
first homecoming Seabee battalions. After this, the Seabees were transported to Camp 
Parks, Pleasanton, CA. The remaining men arrived at Camp Parks a month later. 

Original plans called for appropriate leaves for the men, their reorganization. and re 
outfitting for another tour overseas. However, requirements for manpower by other 
outgoing battalions led to the decision to Inactivate the SECOND U.S. Construction 
Battalion In June 1944. 

U.S. Naval Mobile Constryction Battalion TWO 

Mobile Construction Battalion TWO, the first battalion to be commissioned (15 SEP 
1950) after the start of the Korean War, deployed to Japan on October 1950. Its major 
effort was the construction of the U.S. Naval Air Station Atsugl to support operations In 
Korea. Detachments of the NMCB TWO built and repaired landing s1rlps, taxiways, and 
parking aprons for the First Marine Air Wing operations at Pohang, Korea, and at Bofu, 
Japan, and ammunition storage facilities at PaM Hueneme In February 1952. 

After leave and refresher training, NMCB TWO was deployed to Cubl Point in the 
Philippine Islands 'or the deployment of the new Naval Air Station. They continued to 
work at Cub I Point for the next several years with annual rotation back to Port 
Hueneme. MCa TWO was decommissioned in August 1956. 

Reserve Naval Mobile Construction Battalion TWO 

RNMCB TWO was established on 1 April 1962 under the command of CDR Paul F. 
Dreyer, CEC, USNR-R. Seabee divisions assigned to form the Battalion were: 

12·1 
12·2 
12·3 
12-4 
12·10 
12-11 

Treasure Island, CA 
Treasure Island. CA 
Hayward, CA 
Alameda, CA 
San Rafael, CA 
Hunters POint, CA 

12·14 
12·15 
12·16 
12-18 
12·19 

San Jose, CA 
VallejO, CA 
Santa Cruz, CA 
Concord, CA 
San Mateo, CA 

Reserve Naval Mobile Construction Battalion TWO was reorganized In July 1968 to 
Include Seabee divisions from RNMCB TWENTY·EIGHT. RNMCB TWENTY·EIGHT was 
transferred to the Eight Naval District and headquartered In Texas. 

Until December 1973, the Battalion drilled at Its permanent site at Naval Air Station, 
Alameda, CA. In December 1973, the drill site was relocated to Naval Support Activity, 
Treasure Island, San franCiSCO, CA. The eleven detachment drilling sites were at Naval 
Reserve Centers located In the following clUes: 

0102 Fresno, CA* 0702 Monterey, CA· 
0202 Salt Lake City, UT· 0802 Ogden, UTa 
0302 Hunters Pt., S. F., CA 0902 Reno, NV· 
0402 Stockton, CA· 1002 Sacramento, CA* 



0502 
0602 

Vallejo, CA 
Alameda, CA 

1102 San Jose, CA 

" Formerly RNMCB TWENTY-EIGHT 

be 
In April 1976, ANMCB TWO requested, 
consolidated Into fewer detachments 

vi 
to 

the chain 
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command 

management, The consolidation was approved by Ih Chle' of Naval OperatIons (CNO) 
and became effective 1 November 1916. AHer con oUdallon, the detachments are as 
follows: 

0102 Fresno, CA 0502 Reno, NV 
0202 Salt Lake CRy, UT 0602 San Jo 9, CA 
0302 Treasure Island, S. F., CA 0702 PacifiC Grove, CA 
0402 Sacramento, CA 0802 Ogden, UT 

The following table gives a summary of the training history of RNMCB 
TWO, RNMCB TWENTY-EIGHT, and the merged battalion, RNMCB TWO. 

Record of dual Battalion's ACDUTRA: 

February 1963: 	Organizational evaluation as unit operating under actual field 
conditions at CBC, Port Hueneme, CA. 

RNMCB 2: CO: CDR P. F. DREYER XO: LCDR R. M. HAMILTON 
RNMCB 28: CO: CDR W. M. SAMRZICH XO: LCDR W. J. MELLISH 

April 1964: 	 Evaluation of the Battalion's military readiness covering Individual, 
team, and unit combat training Including an overnight tactical 
exercise at MCB, Camp Pendleton, CA. 

RNMCB 2: CO: CDR P. F. DREYER XO: LCDR R. M. HAMILTON 
RNMCB 28: CO: CDR W. M. SAMRZICH XO: LCDR W. J. MELUSH 

February 1965: 	Operational construction training Including erection of an advanced 
base tent camp. Evaluation of the BanaHon's capability to function 
as a construction unit at CBC Port Hueneme, CA. 

RNMCB 2: CO: CDR R. M. HAMILTON XO: LCDR J. W. MURRAY 
RNMCB 28: CO: CDR W. M. SAMRZICH XO: CDR A. H. TOUSLEY 

February 1966: 	Amphibious training and exercise In shlp-to-shore operations and 
battalion movement at PhibBase, Coronado, CA 

RNMCB 2' CO: CDR R. M. HAMILTON XO; LCDR J. W. MURRAY 
RNMCB 28: CO; CDR W. J. MELLISH XO: LCDR S. S. SARKISIAN 

March 1967: 	 Individual combat, guerrilla and special weapons training. Re­
evaluation of the Battallon's military readiness at MCB, Camp 
Pendleton. CA. 

RNMCB 2: CO: CDR R. M. HAMILTON XO: CDR J . A. KIRKLAND 
RNMCB 28: CO: CDR W. J. MELLISH XO: LCDR J . FISHER 

February 1968: RNMCB 2) Field train ng In the pecl IIzed operat onal 
construction cr wand Individual skills required of acttv.. dU·y 
battalion at CBC, Gullport. MS. 
(RNMCB 28) Combat zone construction military experience and 
construction project at NAO, Hawthorne, V. 

AN CB 2: CO: CDR J. A. KIRKLAND XO: LCDR J. MADISON 
RNMCB 28: CO: CDR W. J. MELLISH XO: LeDR R. M. PETERSON 

Record of RNMCB 2's ACDUTRA: 

February 1969: 	Intensified and expanded training and Instruction specialized crew 
and Individual skills and project construction at cac, Gulfport, MS. 
CO: CDR J. A. KIRKLAND XO: LCDR J. WATKINS 



March 1970: 	 In tructlon In military kills with a cone ntratlon of In tructlon on 
small unit leadership and firing capability t MCB, Camp P ndleton, 

UIT 

bru 

Febru ry 1 lItary Instruction In Individual nd crew serv d weap n, mall 
rm qualifications, small unit defensive tactics. and leader hlp 

and a Battalion tactical march and night defensive exercise aCe, 
Camp Pendleton, CA. 
CO: CDR R. L. WARNICK XO: LCDR D. W. OORE 

January 1975: 	 Operational construction project and Individual and crew technical 
training. 
CO: CDR R. L. WARNICK XO: LeOR D. W. MOORE 

April 1976: 	 T chnlca' training, operational construction projects and crew 
served weapon training at CBC, Port Hueneme, CA. 
CO: CDR J. R. COLLINS XO: LCOR D. W. OORE 

April 1977: 	 Adv need military training concentrating on small unit leadership 
nd Including a CPX and a three day FEX al CB at Camp 

Pendleton, CA. 
CO: CDR J. R. COLLINS XO: LCDR J. . PICKRELL 

April 1978: 	 Op rational construction projects, Individual and crew technical 
training, and an Ir detachment (AIR DET) exercl e at CBC, Port 
Huenem CA.I 

CO: CDR D. J. SIFFERMAN XO: LCDR T. L. BRANCH 

1979; 	 Con tru tlon Project for MCB Camp Pendl ton and heavy eapons 
training, for leet personnel at Camp Pendleton, 
CO: CDR D. J. IFFER A XO: LCDR T L. BR NCH 

1980: 	 CI room nd on th job rainIng projects t CBC Gulfport, M 
CO: CDR R. J. WALTERS XO: CDR EL) T. L. RA CH 

1981 : 	 Nln two-w ek, DET' d played from 02I 

1 81. ff loading, rectlng, 
r pack nd reloadmg th FI et Ho pital 
d ploym nt It th M rlne Corp 
Center, Brldg port. CA. 
CO: CDR . J. LTERS 0: LCDR J. T. TER 

JA~ 1 
mint In 

Mount In 

1982 : rcl e he operation I 
Imulat d tac cal situatIon 

d loping communication 
CO: CDR J. H. PICKRELL 

1983: 

XO: LCDR c ULEY 

1984: Training and choollng al cec, Gulfport, MS. 
CO: CDR T. L. MULINIX XO: LCOR FURAKAWA 



1985: AIR DET exercise at the Marine Corp 
Twenty-Nine Palms, CA. 
CO: CDR T. L. BRANCH 0: 

Air Ground Combat Center at 

LC R G. OIR 

1986: T CON Exercise at the Marine Corps 
Twenty-Nine Palms, CA. 
CO: CDR CDR T. L. BRANCH XO: 

Air Ground Combat 

LCDR G. MOJR 

nt r 

1987: 	 CBC, Port .Hueneme, CA. 
CO: CDR: CDR DElWICHE XO: LCDR STARR 

1988: peratlon Green Stinger at Hunter Ugget, Alameda, CA. 
CO: COR CDR DELWICHE XO: LCDR J. WONG 

1989: 	 CBC, Port Hueneme, CA 
CO: CDR CDR J. VICKERMAN XO: LCDR J. WONG 

March 1990: 	 Operation Wooden Fist at CBC, Port Hueneme, CA. 
CO: CDR J. VICKERMAN and CDR J. NAGASHIMA 
XO: LCDR J. WONG and LCDR T. ORTEL 

March 1991: arlne Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twenty-Nine Palms. CA. 
CO: CDR J. NAGASHIMA XO: LCDR T. ORTEL 

Record of NMCB 2'$ ACDUTRA: 

March 1992: 	 Operation Sea Dragon at cec, Port Hueneme, CA. 
CO: CAPT J. NAGASHIMA XO: LCDR T. ORTEL 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 


The FIFTH Naval C-onslructlon Regiment (NCR) which provides operational con rol , 

CB-2 and N CB-18, I scheduled for decommi lonlng n ugust 1992. t th t 

Ime, N CB·2 will be IOder the peratlonal control ot FIRST CR. B for 

1993, NMCB-2 Is also scheduled for decommls lonlng. etachm nt 

NMCB-17, wi h the xceptlon of 0302 and 0602. A new CB U un" I 

be commissioned n the omlng months. with personnel from 0302 and 

sslgned betor&;! October 993. 
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Smooth sailing and fair winds 0 the men of NMCB-2, In he coming year and 

beyond, as we look to the future and face the challenges of a changing Navy and NCF. 

Many thanks to the dependents and loved ones who have given endless support to the 

current and past members of the Battalion. 
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