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“Construimus, Batuimus”
“We Build, We Fight”
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& Feb, 2 Ordered transferred from Daviasville to NYC FFT,

- = - = The 120th C.B. is composed of 2nd Section of the 17th C.B. and 2nd Section of 53rd. .

- w = w The 120 ¢.B., is at Caseblanca.

6-5-43 -- April Report. Part of 17th CB to North Africa Nov. 1942; Feb. 19, 1943 2nd Ssctio

53rd CB and 2nd Section 17th CB joined to form 120th CB,
10 June'43-120th C,B, Hdgtrs at Arzew - from ComNavVaw Bonf, desp., 0B8l358 June'43.
20 June'43- Officer list checked and corrected from May 25'43 report.
70747 - Officer list checked end ok from June Mo, report,
8-10-47 ~ Officer roster checked and ok from 30 July'43 report.

8-13-43 - Headqusrters at Oren, one company at Arzew; one comany :n Morecco; 185 nmen
zt Caseblarce, remainder ot Port Lysntey. Sould be ont ~f Yoroces by 15 Jvlr,
(1tr. 29 June'43 T, L, Devey, Loncrahnaw to Capt. Manning)

8-27-43 = Lt.(jg) Galarno, Carp. Kotrba end Meisburger asSigned from the 29th CB(Budocks
1tr to Bupers dated 2 August 1943)

9.1-43 - July report 120 CB operating at Oran, Le Senia, Port {Byauitry, Caseblsnca, Algiers
Jura, Zaca, Gavu, Dizo, and Span.
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120th CORSTRUCTION BATTALION (Formed from 17th CB, 2nd Sect. & 53rd OB, 2nd Sect)

1763 (2nd_Section) - destination Hulk, Blot, Snod

15 Sept 42 At Gulfport.
22 Sept 42 Left for Davisville
1 Oct 42 VOPHAV-Conf. dis. 011821 Oct. 42 autharity granted to transfer 2nd Sect.
by units.
1 Oct 42 Unit under Lt. M. A. Walker to RecSta NUB Norfolk.
5 Oct 42 Unit under Lt. Charles G. Day to rept to RecSta Long Beach, N.Y.
19 Oct 42 Unit under Lt. (jg) C. W, Manly to CO RecS3ta, Long Beach, H.Y.

20 Oct 42 0O Davieville TWX 201430 8/10/42 3rd det., 2nd Sect. 17th (B left
for Long'Beach last of 17th CB at Daxisville.
22) Oct 42 RecSta WUB Forfolk, misc. detachs. of men assigned to ships.

6 FKov 42 Waves 2 & 3 en route,
‘11 Dee 42 A-0inC 3rd detach~17th CB-2nd Sect. 1ltr muster roll & ships to which
angigned.

9 Jan 43 17th in CasaBlanca.

3 Fed 43 53rd at Davisville - OPNAV igsuing orders-(¥WA Seabees TWXO31041-2-43).

7 Feb 43 53rd left Davisville for embarkation. .

19 Ted 43 17¢h (B, 2nd Sect. & 53rd (B, 2nd Sect. formed 120th CB,

10 Jun 43  120th HQ at Arzew - ComNavBaw. Conf dis 081358 June.

29 Jun 43  120th HQ at Oran, operating at Arzew, Morocco, Casablanca, Pt. Lyautey.
(Landcrabnaw to Capt. Manning).

‘Qﬁh V | ITIKM‘!’ OF THE 120TH WAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

19 Peb'43 -- The 2nd Secttsm of the 53rd and 2nd Section of the 17th CB were joluned at
Casablance and designated as the 120th (3.

“he 120th CB took part in aseault operations at Casablanca, Fedala and Safi.

1 Jun'43 - Batt. moved to Oran., Detachments were left at Casablanca, Safi, Fedala and
Port Lyautey. A detachment was also assigned to the 70th CB at Arzew for work )
preparatory to the Sicilian Invasion, Men of the 120th CB took part in
operations at Agadir, Mostaganem, Algiers, Gela, Licata, Port Fmpedocile, Pa.lermo,
Termini, Ustica, Salerno, Nisida and Caserte. The batt. was relleved by CBMU
513 and 5687 and CBD 1040 and 1045,

14 Jun'44 ... 8 officers and 280 men arrived NCTC, Davisville,
156 Jun'44 = 31 officers and 764 men arrived HCTC Davisville.
15 Aug'44 — The 120th CB was inectivated at NCTC, Davisville.

-=Info furnished Enl, Pers, Files Section by CB operations,

Itinerary of the 120th Const. Batt.
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120th CORSTRUCTION BATTALION (Formed from 17th CB, 2nd Sect. & 53rd CB, 2nd Sect) Cont'a,

July 43 Monthly rept - operating at Oran, LaSenia, Pt. Lyauntey, Casblanca, Algiers,
Jura, Zaca, Gavu, Dizo & Span.
Sept 43 Cperating in Africa - detachments ‘at Sofi, Casablanca, Pt. Lyautey, Palermo
Sicily & Termini.
29 Dee 43 Operating at Oran (Secret: P16-5-5392 Gomﬁav}!aw to CND).

1 Jan 44  Monthly rept - ER at Oran, units at: Palermo, Sicily, Algiers, ¥ostaganem,
Arzew, La Senia, Pt. Lyautey, Casablanca & Agadir.

Peb 44 Monthly rept - operating at Agadir, Pt. Lyautey, Oran. La Senia, Algiers,
Palermo, Salernc.

Mar 44 Monthly rept - operating at Agadir. Pt. Lyautey, Oran Algiers, Palermo,
Sslerno, Caserta (Italy), Naples, & Ajaccio. (petroleum group at Corsica-
Personnelfrom this group may volunteer for trans. to Detach 1045).

2 May 44 10 men volunteered & were trans. to 1045,
29 May 44  Operating - Oran, La Senia, Pt. Lymntsy, Casablanca, Algiers, Palermo,
Coreica, Salerno, Naples, Nisida. Batt, expects to ret. soon.
1 Jun 44 Rept - preparing for sailing as of 20 May: Oren, 585 men; Pt. Lyautey,
456. Ten men trans. to Det. 1045 at AJacclo. CBMUS 566 & 5687 taking over.
3 July 44 Arrived at NCTC Davigville: 14 June 280 men & 8 off; 15 June 764 men &
31 off.

lzﬁth@

9-16-43 - Lt.{Jg) Balm aﬂmhcd to Peafy{Budocks 1tr to Bupers dated Sept, 10'43)
9-16w43 = Carp. Atwood asﬂ;wa from B4th (B{Budocks ltr to Bupers dated Sept. 10, 1943)

10-~6~43 ~ Officer roster cheeked with 30 Aung'4S roster and ok except fov late detachments,eic,
10-16~43-~Carp. Stebbins detached to Peary{Budocke 1tr to Bupers dated Oct. 13, 1943).
10423-43--0fficer roster checked with Sept'43 report. Ohl officer detached to Tunis for duty.
10-28-43~-From Pisp. from ComMavNAW to Bupers #11033 NCR 36608 21 Oct'4d - ‘Authority 1s
requested that Lt. Chas. S. Whitaker, MC replace Lt. Welfare. who is to return to US
10-28-43--8ept. mon. report - 120the CB eperating in Africa, with detachments at Sofi,

Casablance, Fort Lyanty, Palernc, Sicily and Termi
11-29-43--Lt Charles S Whitaker to report to Batt for duty. fcamvnaw desvatch dated

X0 Nov'4a) ) 4
v R ﬁtxrlu B Welfare detached & to return to US. (Comnavnaw despatch dated 1G Fov

mg'dz « =i adfing to 120th CB, The 120th
e %4 a‘h Mum, Sieily, Algiers, Mostaganem, Arzew,

22644 —effxwr rester checked with Jan'd4 repert - " detached Lt.(jg) McCloushry,SC.

Dlstribution as of 31 Jan'44 - 295 men &t Oran(Hdotre), 22 men at LaSenia, 359 men

st Port Lyautey and 2 men at Rabat, Casablanca 88 men, 63 at Algiers, 224 men at
Palermo and ﬁ men at Agadir - total of 1078 nmen,
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120th CB

4-8-44 - 120th CB located at Oran, Agrdir snd Lvantey according to Yeo. Wolf - 4-4-44,

4-11-44~-0fficer roster checked with 1 Mar'44 roster end 0K - 120th CB monthly report for
Feb'44. 120th (B operating at Agadir, Port Lyautey, Oran, XEEER, LaSenia, Alglers,
Palermo, Salerno, CBMU 566 took over cperations at Casablanca. 175 men of CBMJ
513 are scheduled to arrive in Oran early in March, CBMU 567 have arrived at
Palermo. Transfer of personnel of 120th CB into Det. 1045 to be voluntary.

4-27-44 - Lt. Coombe and Lt, Lesper detached to CBD 1046(Budocks ltr to Bupers dated
17 Apr'44),

510-44 = 120th CB report for Mar'44 - Operating at Agadir, Port Lysutey, Oran, Alglers,
Palermo, Salerno, Caserta{ Italy), Haples, and Ajaccio(petroleum group at Corsica
consisting of 1 officer and 46 men - reonnel from this grovp will be allowed to
volunteer for transfer int; 13‘1;3' }3:5 * ¢ - adfed Carps. Comner, Davies Elem,

-(f hecked wit repo - . ’ i
S-28-44 gii;ii:,rgzggzlf E:im. Inkacsy, Hergan,PSamual, Swanson, Tapella and Zaluskg.
120th P is operating at Oran, LaSenla, Fort Lysutey, Ossaklance,6 Alglers, alermo,
Corsica, Salerno, Naples, Nisida. The batt. expects to return to U,S. in near future.
6-8-44 — Lts. Coombe and Leeperis orderssto Det. 1045 cancelled - to continue with 120th CB.
(Bupers fmt disp. to Com8flt 191617 dated 19 Mey '44).
6~-20~44--Carp. Conner detached to Vernon Calif.(Budocks ltr to Bupers dtd 3 Junt44), .
6~22md4mu0fficer Toster checked with 1 Jun'44 report - detached Lt, Willianms, SC and added
Ene. Art, SC. The division of manpower &8 of 20 May'44 prepering for sailing -~
at Oran, Algeria - 585 men, At Port Lysutey ~ 456 men. CBMU 566 to take over .
operations at Lysutey. Operations ot Pelermo, Sicily tnrned over %o CEMU 567. A
Group from Det. 1040 assigned at Salerno. Work at Naples turned over %o Tet, 1040,

Nisda project was completed 26 Apr'44, . 10 men of 120th (B transferrad tc¢ Det. 1045
at Ajacclo, Corsica.

120th CB
LI A A I R A

7-3-44 - 120th CB arrived at NCTC Davioville 14 Jun'44 with 8 off, and 280 men. 21 off,
and 764 men arrived 15 Jun'44, ' - ‘
7-3-44 - Officer roster checked with 15 Jun'44 roste
: :r - detached Ens, Art, SC
7-3-44 - Lt, Harper, Leeper, Moore and Lt.(J n tt(5u
; .(jg) Gelerno deteched to Endi o be
g Dy hoypen, X cott{Pudocks 1tr %o
7-3~44 - Carp. Atwood, Davies, Elam, Gorman, Hueneke, Hummel, Kehm, Kotrba, Lukacsy,
Meisburger, Morgsn, Overpoe, Samuel, Swanson, Tapells and Zalusky detached to
Endicott(Budocks 1tr to Bupers dtd 28 Jun'44d).
7-3~44 - Lt,(jg) Hunter detached to Endicott{Budocks 1tr to Bupers dtd 28 Jun'44),

- -

8=11-44 - 120th CB final report dtd 2 Aug'44 glves brief history of 120th CB, -~ The 120th
CB was formed at Casablance 19 Feb'43, It was made up of the second half of the
17th and second haelf of the 53rd CB's, The batt had first wavers in the assaunl
operations at Casgblanca, Fedals and Safi; a const. force was estzab, at Port Iyautey
Ar Station in Nov'42, The batt moved to Oran 1 Jun'43, Detachiments were lef;
behind at Casablance, Safl,~Fédala and Port lyatuey. Men of 120th CB were detailed
to 70th GB(Arzew)for‘work prepartory to Sicilian invasion, This same group of men
also were with the B4th;0B, Det., 1005 and 1006, In Africss 120th CB opera;ed at
Agadlr, Mostagenem, and Algiers. All shore facilit: work in entire Sicilisn
operations was done by 120th CB - at Gela, Licata, Port edocle, Palermo, Termini
and Ustica. Operetdd at Salerno, -lislde and Caserts. OBMU 566 rellieved the Batt.
at Cassblance, Port Lyautey & Agadir. CBMU 513 relieved them at Oren and Mers Z1
%@bir. CBMU 567 tobk. aver at Palermo and Italy, The Det, 1040 nelped relieve at
Italy. Det. 1045 relieved the 120th in Corsica., Tour of duty - apvrox 20 nenths,
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ON BOARD

DATE QFFICERS MEN AUTHORITY
1 Junt4d 4% 1042 BRP625

__120th Construstion Battalion (INACTIVATED)



120TH BATTALION

The 120th NCB was formed overseas
in Casablanca, North Africa, Feb. 19,
1943. Personnel were gathered from the
second sections of the 17th and 53rd NCB.
In June 1943, headquarters were set up
at Oran, with units operating at Arzero,
Casablanca and Pt. Lyautey. Later, other
units were stationed at Algiers, Span,
Jura and other North African localities.
In September, detachments were sent into
Palermo, Sicily and Termini. The Bat-
talion continued to operate in the Medi-
terranean area until June 1944, when it
was sent back to the States and inac-
tivated in August 1944,



DECLASSIFIED*

L@! 3F T 12078 BATAL ¢

o

,

L

Tais batﬁilaa formed &t Cassblancs {rom the <ind Seotion, 17th CB,
and 4nd Section, 53vd OB,

Nov

W Jan

7 Fed

19 Feb

13 Jun

<9 Jun ]

Jul

Rep

T

Jun
L4 Jun
15 Jun

15 hug

NOTE;

1942

1943

1343

1944

1944
1944
1944
1944

The <nd Ssction, 17¢h CB, left U, S. some time during
this asnth. Dets of arrival unknown,

17¢h in Gcmbm“i.

and Section, 53rd B, left Davisville, R,[., for
ambarkation,

120th CB forewd at Caseblance from abuve unita,
Headquartors «t Arsero.

Headguarters a2t Oren, operating at Arzero, Moroeco,
Casadlanss, and PY. Lysutsy.

Operating st Ovan, la Senia, Ft. Lysutey, Cesablenca,
Algiers, Jura, Zoos, Gevu, Diso, and Span.

Detscheents st Safi, Casablance, Pt. Lyautey, Palerno,
8lelly, and Termini.

Oporating Ageder, Ps. Lysutey, Oran, Algiers, Palemwo,
Balerne, Casazia (Italy), Naples, and Ajsceio.

Ton men traneferrsd to CB Det. 1045 at Ajacelo.
280 mon and § offiocers arrived at Davisville,
764 mon and 31 Ofioers arrived Daviaville.
Inactivated.

The uzbove informstion is based on records svallable in the
C. B. Operetions Bestion of the Buresu of Navel Persennel.

i5 September 1945
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