
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

104th Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    

Historical  
Information 



l04th 0.:8. 

NCTQ - Peary 

ABD: - Gulfport 

ReaQrDate - 253ept43 

Left A:BD - 15 Dec t 43 

LooA,tion - Mi.Ile-Jay:: Gama,4949 


Leyte-Su.ar 

7-1:)-43 - 3udock:s reQuests transfer of the l04th CB from Pee,ry to !:nili.oott 16 Jul' 4~. 
(Budooks 1tr to ONO dtd 10 Ju1'43) 

8-40-43 - ONO ordera transfer of l04th aD from Da.v1sville to ABD Gulfport about 25 Aug 1 43. 
(Oon«. diep. 301411 NCR 6788 20 Augl43 from CNe to Endicott) 

L2-22-43 - 104th CB left ABD 15 Dec'43. (S) 
3-6-44 - 104th CB temporarily assigned to thA 12th Reg. (Cine 1tr CB104!PL6 over Se~iel 15 

over KPC:wjo to OiDO lath RAg. dtd 15 Feb'44) 
5- 6-44 - 1 Mart44 report of l04th 013 - Located at Grunadodo. Arrived MllneEay on 2 :Feb 44.' 
5-a9-44 - 1 Aprt44 report of l04th 013 - operating at Gemadodo. Kana !Copa. Sp,msrp.i. i1A.f!;A y,Tl"!ga. 
6-16-44 - 1 ~144 report of l04th CB - operating at Los Negroe, Admiralty Is._ 
6-28-44 - 104th OB 1. lo~ated at Los Negro8 a8 of 31 May'44. (Comservfor7f1t Sec. Itr A-9 
i over Ser • .BP-001407 to Dirpacdocks dtd 8 Jun'44) 


7- 7-44 - l04th c:e tempore.t'ily assigned to 17th .B.eg. (Comservfor7flt Sec. 1tr A-9-4 over 

Ser. 006'13 to Budoet. dtd 14 Jun'44) 


7-18-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of l04th CB- operating at Los Negros. Arrived !?_t this lOC8tion 

1 Apr'44. 


8-15-44 - 1 Jul'44 report of 104th 0]3 - oper!'.ting at MallllS area. 


l04th C.Bt 

9- 7-44 - 1 An&'44 report of 104th CB - operating at Manus. This be.tt WAS relieved. af 911 
assigned proJects 25 Jul'44 for movement to Gnmadodo. This batt detached from 
the 4th Brig. and 17th Reg. pnd ordered to report to the 12th Reg. by Comserfor?­
f1t di.p. 110716 Jul l 44. 

9-30-44 - 17th Reg. report of 1 Aug - Th1r~ end. by Comserfor7f1t states thet the l04th 

CB has moved to Milne B~ and that it is planned to completely re-outf1t this 

batt and place its construction equipment in good repair before forward move­

ment to future operations planned for this batt. 17th Reg. states that the 

104th C:a vere detached end left Manus on ;a Aug 144. 


10- 5-44 - 104th CB detached from temporary duty with C1ll3 Milne 'Bay and ordereri to report 
to the 19tb Reg. CRest. Disp. 3)1003 NCR 39380 from Oomserv7flt to ONE Bitkpnd 
on Milne) 

10-24-44 -- The l04th OB h located at Gamadodo, Milne Eay( Com$erfor7fl t monthly rener t for 
Aug'44 to Budocks ler. BPOOl815 Secret dtd 12 Sep t 44). 

11-2-44 - 1 Oct '44 rAport of l041th CB - loeA.ted at ~11lne Bay. report endorsed. by l:.:th :teg. 
11-'3-44 - l04th CB lI'!S in the 12th RA.g. And is 1ocl'ted at ~t?,.medodo. 'A detail was in Bl'is­


b(?ne during the It?,.tter !lart of Sep'44. On;,>,6 Sep •• this tatt WPS Ql"tachec. frol" 


12th Ree. ~nd aAsigned to the 19th Reg. (Com~ertor7flt Sec. ltr A9_A ~vel' 3~r. 


BF-001882 to Budock~ dtd 12 Oetl44 monthl~ re~ort for 3epl44) 

11-29-44 - 104th OB located at MUns Ba7_ (Oomserv'1f1t Sec. Disp. to CBO 150133 NCR 18921 

dtd 34: Bov t '"') 

12-28-44 - The 104th c:B 1s located a.t Milne hay. A detail was in Brisbane during Oct t44. 
Thie batt 1s alerted for a forward movement.(Comserfor7flt See. report for Oct t 44 
dtd 20 Nov'44). • 

http:Leyte-Su.ar


l04th DB 

1-13-45 - l04th OR at Gamadodo - alerted for forNard movement to Leyta. (Comserf~r7flt 

Sec report for NOyl44 dtd 15 Dec'44) 


1-17-4 5 - 1 Noy'44 report of the l04th OB - Oesup.l dr~ft of Al seamen Tsc'd during CC~. 
A detachment of <~24 men and .2 officers were sent to Brigb~ne to work on e.nd !'E'xodel 
thp USS ~aIGBTt a detachment of 90 men ere with PAD +3. 

1-27-45 - 1 Oct'44 report ot the 104th OB - Batt arrived at Milne Bay via .2 liberty ships 
on 4 AugI44 and 6 Augl44. A draft ot 224 men was sent to Au.atr&lia for convert­
ing a ship. also a dratt ot 100 lien wa. a ••ignedto PAD 13 for labor. Report 
endorsed b7 the 19th Regiment. ' 

1-30-45 - 1 Dec'44 re])Or~9! ..~~".~?t~ Regiment - Regiment and l04th OB enroute to Phillipines 
as of 6 Jan'451 1 ott~ al14 ~5 men ot the 104th CB are being prepared. for TAD in 
connection with tbe constnlction of Advance P! Bale 16. '!he dratt of 224 men 
baa ret l d. 90 men still on detached duty with PAl) 13. 

L-30-45 - 1 :o.c'44 repo~ ot the l04th C:e - was located at Milne Bay during Novt44. 
2-14-45 -- The l04t':1 CB l~ft Gp,rnadodo near th'" ~ncl. I)f Dec. f0r ')f;mar.(OolJ'l~ ..rfor7flt Sec. 

report for nec'44 dtd 15 ~145). 
2-15-45 - Th. l04th CB is loc~hd a.t OSSO-ULOD.(Leyte){Oomser7flt S...c. disp to sno 0~O;;:59 

~ dtd 9 Feb '45). 
3-14-45 -- Oomaerfor7flt eont. apdltr to CNO:B Leyte Gnlf Ser. 03'17 dtd 2 Mar'45 - The I04th CB 

is hereby detached from it. presentlY assigned dutiea. Shall report to ONOB Leyte 
Gulf for duty with Commander Oonstruct••n Forces Leyte-Samar. 

3-20-45 - Ooldr lOB faoloban ordera the l04th OB to f'urtl:Jer report to the 00. }lav Shore Fac. 
San Pedro tJa7 tor 'u'" with the Oonst lorees hea4ed b7 the Comtr Conet Forces and 
Sr Brg Oomdr. l04th CB reported to the Oomt on 22 Jan l 45 (Comdt NOB Taeloban 
Itr P16-3(1) over Ser 1007 dtd 11 Mar'45 to OinO l04tb CB) 

l04th O.B. 

3-27-45 - 1 Jeb' 45 report of the 19th liege _ !he 104th OB departed Milne Bay on 6 Jan l 45 
and reported to m I.eyte for dnty vith the 19th Reg. on 22 Jan l 45. Oommenced 
const work on the base at Tac10ban on 25 Jan. and expects comp1. of the base by 
1 Apr l 45. 

3-30-45 - 1 Jan l 
45 report ot the l04th OB - preparing to depart for Leyte. The 90 men who 

were det. on dut7 with PAD 13 ret'd in Dec. 1 otf. and 55 men were det. for duty 
with the const. of P'l :Base '6 on 13 Dec. ' " 

3-31-45 _ 1 'eb l 45 report of the l04th OD - Starting new camp on Samar. End. by 19th Reg. 
4- '1-45 - The 104th OB PT Det. hereby detached to proceed upon arrival of transp to report 

to the OinO 104th CB to resume reg. duties with the batt at Leyte. (Comserfor7f1t 
Conf Spdltr Ser 0603 dtd 1'1 Mar '45) 

4-10-4..; - The l04th a:a is located at Tacloban. Leyte according to Dirpacdoeks San i'rr',n Sec 
Beport for 15 Mar145) 

4-21..45 - The l04th CB arrived Tacloben on 23 Jan'45. (Comaerfor'1f1t See Rep for Jan'45) 
4.-25-46 - 1 1Iar'46 repan of 19th Bee. - D.Rebae.t of 1 offior & 85 Nn OIl d._achd duty a' 

" A4ftDCe :s.... fa ha.... JlO' re'nut '0 104th em. OperaUoH conti1l\'dag In !aclo'ban 
area. 

4-26-4& - 1 Karle report of l04th CD ... opera'1Dc at 'laolobaD.. .., b7 19th Rac. 
4-30..45 - Comserfor7flt Sec Rep of 1 Apr' 45 shows the l04th 013 located at SM Antonio. Samar 

and Tacloban (Scheduled for Subic B~ 1 Ju1) PT Det. at Lingayen. (Oomserfor7flt 

See Rep of 1 Apr'45) 


5- 8-45 _ 

The 10fth 013 is locl."ted at 1eyte e.ceording to DirpRcdocks 5.F. Sec Rep of 15 Anr. 


5-14-45 _ 1 Mq 45 report of the l04th 013 - located in Levte-Samar area Re 

thru 19th Reg • .?nd ~5rd Brg •• see 2. "". 'Port rOUted 



5-14-45 - 1 Ma.rt45 report of QBMU 622 - About the 21at Apr'45 CBW 622 was assigned to the 
104th OJ for du'y. 

;"29-45 - 1 Apr t 46 report of the 19th lleg - 1 offer & 65 1IIea OIl de•• duV at P!' Base f6 are 
ezpeete( to retum to the l04'th C'.B the lIt vk in Apr' 45. l04thCB was operating at 
San Antonio" 'ac1oban on 1 Aprt45. 

6-9-45 - 1 May I 45 report of the 19th Reg - l04th CB located at San Antonio and 'l'Bcloben. 
It is estimated that const presently contemplated in the Taclobpn-Sp~ Antonio ar~' 
will be completed by the end of Aug145. 

6-9-45 - 1 Apr t 45 report of l04th as - located in Samar area. Renort end b.v 19th Reg & 3rd 
Brig. 8ec.2. 

6-15-45 - 1 lun'45 report at 104th OJ - located a.t Taelo'ban. Lqte. Report routed via 19th 
Reg & 7\h Jrig. 

6-:.36-45 - 1 Jun'46 report of the 19th Reg. - The 104th OB is based at San Antonio. Also 
finishing constr work at Tac10ban. Bach unit of the 19th Reg will be together oy 
the end. ot June and. all will be based within the San Pedro B~ area. 

7-24-45 - 1 Jul l 45 report of the 19th Reg 8'NLtes that the 104th CB 1s located at San Antonio 
and is under both administratiTB and operational control of the 19th Reg. A det 

7-29-45 
...1 

-
of &pprox 110 men froJa the 29th em i. working with tbe 104th CB. 
The l04th CB is located at Tacloban. Leyte. constructing Na.vel 3a.lIe. Fleet Fo€:t 
Office. grading. b~.se cargo and equip work. erection of s'lwmlll. lffiter WE'll end 
distr s7atem. mess halls. barrflcks. camps. roads. and at S~Ul Antonio. C',llstI"'lct­
ing small boat pool. 
19th Beg. 

(CCT 7th FIt Sec Rep for June) Attached to 7th .Erg and 

o-1~j-45 - The 104th OB is in the 19th Reg and 7th Erg. (Oom7!1t con! reI,ort en C';1 creflniu.­

tion in Leyte-Samar area ser 04296 dtd 26 Ju17 to 0NO) 

~ocat1on - Lvte:s,Mr ;With O,l!. 

8-17-46 - 1 Aug'45 report of the 104th as - 100&ted in Samar area. 102 men were returned to 
the U.S. for 1eaTe and reassignment and 16 men were returned for discharge during 
Jul t 45. lieport via 19th :aec and 7th :Brig. 

8-24-45 - 1 A:u&'45 report of the 19th Reg - !be l04tb CB is based at San Antonio. Samar.. 
102 men reta for rotation. 

!j-~1-45 - I Sept '45 repo rt of' l04th CB - lOCR.tea. in 88,r"" r l\re:-. Re:)o rt via. L th ~~5 c 
7th Brig. 11 l:Jen tre.!,~~ferred to U.S. ::or over-Age disehf\r?,e~. 14 men tr~:~c::!'r!eQ 

under the pont systen. 120 men transferred. to U.S. for J.Hlve c,: reass5 f':·,€;:~t. 
:1-24-45 - I 3ent'45 reTJ~ort of 19th RAg. - lO4-th, as loce-ted et Sen Allt6n:!.c,)<::!.;rr. 1;)0 .'€:. 

transferred to U.S. for rotption. 11 men sent to U.S. for over-~{;f' c.isci'£ 1';":""5. 

14 men transferred to U.S. for dlsch~rge under the point system. 
10-18-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of l04th O:B - locationllot stated. Report vial9th Reg. & 7th Brig. 

217 men transferred to U.S. for discharge under the point system. 114 men 
transferred to other units. 

10-30-45 - OinOO, Samar reQUesta authority to inactivate thel~th CB. (OinOO. SaM r spdltr 
eer P60-45 dtd 13 Oct'45 to CC!. PhilaBafron). 

11-30-45 - 1 Nov l 45 report of l04th CB - located at Samar. Report via 19th Reg. & 2nd Brig. 
1-11-46 - Inactivation of l04th OB was eompleted on 1 Dee'45. (OinO. 7th Brig. ltr ser 2883 

dtd 1 Dec'45 to OinC. l04th 0:9). 



P!a'.I . grrlclBs KD ATJmQRI'l'! 
30 Jun'44 30 1049 Recap. 
1 Aug'44 30 992 MoB 
1 Sept44 
30 Sep'44 
1 Nov'44 

31 

3:6 

985 
980 

1044 

MoR 
Recap 
MaR 

1 Dec l ," 28 1035 MoB. 
31 Dec'''' 
1 Jaut 45 39 

1039 
1039 

Recap.
MoR 

1 Jlebf4,5 29 1030 MoR 
1 1IiIr'415s'A"If'~s1 Mlql4 

29 3 0 

28 
1017,0"'"
1014 Jt\m4R 

11_'. 
1 1\11'45 
1 Aug'4S 

29

• 
1013 
1000 

860 

DP626 &1. 
::eJH25 at It 

:BJP6.25 Ie B. 
1 Sept'45 34 712 EW625 &: R 
1 Oet '45 1S 378 :BIP62S &: R 
1 Novt4S 9 194 :BNPS2S Be R 

. 
-! 

Looation: lD4.th lIav:aLC.onstruotlon Battalion 
coronado, Ca11r. 

3-7-47 The l04th was aotivated at BAVpmBASE coronado, Calif., 6 
Maroh 1947. CKO ltr. QP341-at, Sar. 2509P34 dtd. a Jan. 
47 authorized the estab11smaent of the l04th. 
~~ ~ U31... "7"111/ ~~ .?3€P+" 
/Ie8 //f{;! t 



On Board 

Date- Officers Men- Authorltl 

5-1-47 5 o Roster 
6-1-47 5 211 BNP 625 & Roster 
7-1-47 6 200 fI n If 

c. B. #104 
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l04TH BATTALION 

Organized at Camp Peary, the l04th 

Battalion had brief duty ,at Camp Endi­
cott and four months at Gulfport, Miss., 
before it sailed for Milne Bay Dec. 1:5, 
1943. Arnving at Milne Bay Feb. 2, 1944, 
the Battalion was stationed at Gamadodo_ 
until March 26. Sailing for Los Negros, 
the Battalion arrived there on April 1, 
for four nlonths duty before returning to 
Milne Bay Aug. 4. On Sept. 7, 1944, a 
draft of 100 men was assigned to PAD 3. 
These men returned to the outfit Dec~ 2. 
On Sept. 25, 1944, a draft. of 224 men 
was sent to Australia and returned on 
Nov. 22. On Dec. 13 a draft of 56 men 
was ordered to Sua! Port to build a PT 
base. This job was complete(l on April 9, 
1945, and these men returned to the Bat­
talion.' On Jan. 6, 1944 the Battalion left 
Milne Bay and reported at Leyte Jan. 22,' 
1945. . 



16 Jul 43 

24 Aug 43 

28 Aug 43 

15 Dec 43 

25 Dec 43 

22 Jan 44 

2 Feb 44 

26 Mar 44 

U. S. Naval Construction Battalion 104 

World War II· Chronology 

The l04th U.S. Naval Construction Battalion vas activated 
at the Naval Construction Training Center, Camp Peary, 
Virginia with Commander Robert C. Johnson assigaed as the 
Officer-in-Charge. 

Personnel of the battalion entrained for the Naval 
Construction Training Center at Camp Endicott, Davisville, 
Rhode Island. At Davisville the battalion underwent 
advanced military and technical training. 

The battalion left Camp Endicott and headed for the 
Advance Base Depot, Canq:> HoUyday, near Gulfport, 
Mississippi. 

At Gulfport the battalion underwent further advanced 
military and technical training. 

The I04th Battalion boarded the S.S. Zoella ~ and 
the next day sailed for Milne Bay, New Guinea .. 

Christmas Day was spent by the battalion in the Panama 
Canal Zone .. 

The battalion arrived at Brisbane, Australia. 

After spending several days at Brisbane, the l04th 
battalion resumed its voyage and landed at Gamadodo, 
Milne Bay. At Gamadodo Commander Johnson was succeeded 
as Officer-in-Charge by Lieutenant Commander K. P. 
Coykendall, CEC, USNR, and the battalion vas attached 
to the Twelfth Naval Construction Regiment. While 
stationed at Gamadodo, the battalion operated at Kana 
Kopa, Samarai, and Waga Waga. It built a camp for 
itself and the l19th Seabees, built warehouses, built 
a seaplane base, operated a sawmill, and repaired 
damage to the PT Motor Torpedo Boat Base at Kana Kopa. 

The l04th Battalion departed from New Guinea and sailed 
for Los Negros in the Admiralty Islands. It arrived 
there six days later. 



1 Apr 44 

1 Aug 44 

) 
6 Aug 44 

7 Sep 44 

25 Sep 44 

22 Nov 44 

13 Dec 44 

6 Jan 45 

21 Jan 45 

The battalion arrived at Los Negros in the Admiralty 
Islands. The principal project on the island was the 
building of Mokerang Air Base in conjunction with the 
Army Aviation Engineers. On this project the operations 
of the l04th were directed by the Army Engineers who 
already had started the base. The runways and taxiways 
that the l04tb worked on were available for use by 
22 April, and on that day the Liberator Bombers of the 
307th Bombardment Group landed at Mokerang. Besides 
working on the airfield, the battalion built camps for 
the Air Force, built roads, unloaded ships, assembled 
pontoons, and performed many other construction duties. 

The l04th Seabees left the Admiralty Islands for 
Milne Bay, New Guinea. 

The battalion arrived at Gamadodo for refitting and 
equipmentrepairs. No projects were assigned to it 
immediately • 

One hundred men of the battalion were detached for duty 
with Pontoon Assembly Detachment 3. 

A detachment of 224 men was sent to Brisbane, Australia 
to work on converting the U.S.S. Wright to the Flagship 
of the Service Forces of the Seventh Fleet. 

The men detached to Australia returned to the battalion 
at Gamadodo. 

Fifty-six men of the battalion went to Sual Bay, Luzon, 
in the Philippines, to help build a PT Motor Torpedo 
Boat Advance Base at that location. 

The l04th Battalion boarded six Landing Ship, Tanks (15Ts) 
enroute to the Philippine Islands. 

The lo4th Battalion landed at San Antonio on the island 
of Samar in the Philippines. There the battalion built 
its camp and worked on some construction projects. 

However, in the ensuing months the l04th Seabees were 
busily engaged in working on their main project, the 
headquarters of the Naval Operating Base at Tacloban on 
the island of Leyte, just across San Pedro Bay. The men 
commuted by ferry between San Antonionand Tacloban. 
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.I 

9 Apr 45 

1 Dec 45 

---.-~.--

The battalion constructed, operated, and maintained the 
utility systems at the Naval Operating Base, maintained 
the Fleet Air Wing Oamp and also PT Base 5, built roads, 
and provided other public 'Works services for all naval 
installations in the Tacloban area. 

The Port Sual detaohment of 56 men returned to the main 
body of the battalion at Leyte-Samar. 

The l04th Naval Construction Battalion was inactivated 
at Leyte-Samar • 
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