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70th C.B.'. 

I 2nd Embarkation.. 11Cl'O Davywttle 
ABD -.. ____ - /Dll.vi svUl e HOTe - Davisville 

\ daady . Da~ >- ~Apr143 ABD - (Parks) 

" LElft ,.9-BD ?'/ A.p~3__ Ready Date - 15 Sep '44 
-tGcat ion A.rzew Left ABD - 18 Oct'44 

Loea t ion - Pettd Uttl"b8l" Gurun 
LOG 

3- 3-4~ - t HdC!.trs. Co. Hnd 1 Co. detached to IM.ka up Det. 1005. t Hdotrs Co. ano.. 1 Co. 

detached to illl-ke up Det. 1006. Replace:nents ·for above from NCTO C[lmp PeRry to 


- / bring back 70th To full strength. 
4~-43 - 70th CB entrained for N. Y. for embarkation. 
6-10-43 - 70th OB is at Arzew. (OomUavN'aw Can!. Disp. 081358) 
6-17-43 - 1 Jun l 43 report of 70th CB _ Embarked New York 27 Apr'43 ~nd arrived Ornn Harbor 

27-28 !'~?'y '43i transferred to Arzew~ 
8-13-43 - Hd.(~trs at Ant'w; one company at Bizerte. (Ltr 29 Sun T. L. DFvy Lanc!""hnew to 

Capt. I.lan.niIl6) 
9-16-43 - 1 Aug'43 report of 70th CB _ 00. "D" p1UB t hdC!.trs Co. ordered to advance base. 

Another compE~ detached for Naval ~upp1y Depot at another b~3c. 
11-17-43 - CBl-1U 579 is beiI!g set up in Bizerte with 316 men from the 54th Imd 70th CB. 

CBl-tU 578 is being set up in Arzev wi th 100 men from the 54th and 70th OB • 
(Comliavliaw to Budocks No. 160839 nCR 5224) 

1~6-43 - 1 Hov l 43 report of 70th CB _ located at oran , Beni-SC.f. Tenes and Bizerte. 
lG-<::9-43 - 70th CB arrived U.:). About 25 Dec 1 43. '(\H1K) 

----- .- - - -- - --- -- - - - -- ----- -- . . - ---
70th C.B. 

0-17-44 - 70th eLi ordered to ABDlrn Davisville from NCTC Davisville on 19 Me..,v' 44. (CO l~CTC 

Davisville ltr HH44-4/P16-4( 7) over :ler 3900 OVf'!r JTH: fr to OinC 70th CB dtd 

16 l·1ay 1 44 ) 


10-18-44 - Tne 70th CI3 is scrledu led to dp-p:rt for overseas 21 Oct '44. (Com 12 Sec. Disp. 
072354 :;C? 8144 to C:lIO dtd 8 Oct '44). 

l J-20-44 - 'l'n e 70t!1 C:D '.• ith >36 offi cers and 1l~7 men de"'1 a rted Parks 18 Oct '44 for oV'ers eao . 
(Parks c o.u'. (U S ') to Eupers 182345 :rCR 7687 dtd 19 Oct '44). 

11- s -~ - 7 ;: th C3 ~t Fearl !!urb:)!" • .(Con!". !)i~p. 070080 NCR 4497 frOl;; Corn 1:.; tl) i~Cr.l 1 Ll- c.L:. 
7 >1,:,'[ 144 ) 


r" ~l e 70th Cb .:.s ,, 5" i ;::, eC' to t :le ~~nth Re G. (Co:.lserf')rp: cfl t S('c. 1 t r 55-ClJ:/ CJ::-~ k 0 'fer 

::.ler. 001008 t J c~;u dtd 4 iiov l 44). 


ll-L-44 -- r l'h~ 70th C..; is lo r; ~t~(j C1 t P~ f; rl rt r, r.(Co!!l 14 Sec. (U~P') to c. !() O ii :!24~~ HGH. 1!Jd86 
ci t ci. 11 ";ov 144) • .. 

13-7--l4 1 Yov'44 rerort of 36th Reg. - 70th OR reported to the 36th Reg. for duty on 
27 Oct 144. 
9 officers and 310 m~n order~ to proceed 1mmediate17 and report to the Comdr. 
Administrative COIJlD8Ild, A.mph. Jorce, US PacP'lt 'for temporary duty aa a unit ot 
the 70th CB Pontoon Detachment. Upon completion ot this temporary duty and when 
directed by proper authority to report to the 0100 70th CB for re~nption of 
rsg'..!l.1ll' duties. (0100 36th Reg. ltra 36HCR-01-ATD/egw over P16-4 dtd. 3 Jan'45 to 
the officers in charge ot the enlisted men) 
1 Dec'44 report of the 70th CB - no into on location. Report endorsed by 8th 
Brg. and H . . cLB • 

2- 7-ot5 - 1 Jen l 45 report of the 70th CE - located in Hawaiian area. Report cndoraed by 
the 36th Reg1~ent. 



--- - - - - - - - ---------,- -.._, '. - - - ------ --~----

~Oth CD 

2-13-45 - 70th as is locat.d at ~lam(Part71).{I5ComGue-m S..c. ~ispto CNU 030621 dtd 8 F~b'45). 
2-27-45 - 36th Reg. cont. ltr to Ens. p. W. Cameron dtd 9 Feb '45 - orders subject officer 

to proceed and report to the OinC 10~h_~ ~~a~hment_"~~. 
3- 3-45 - 1 ~eb'45 report of the 36th Reg. - All off. and personnel of the 70th CR are ass1gne 

to Co~dr. Adm. Co~aAnd. Amph. Forces. US PacFlt for tempdu And are operating in for
ward areas. 

3-10-45 - 1 J'eb'45 report -of the 5th Erg. - Advanced detachment ot the 70th Cl3 (appro% 250 
men) reported to the 5th Erg. in Jan. This detachment has been placed under the 
5th Brg. for Adm. control onlY--for operational control to report to Adm Command 
Amph 'orees US PacYlt. 

3-22-45 - 1 Feb'45 report of the 70th CR - no info on location. 
3-Z3-45 - 1 Mar'~5 report of the 70th CB (Pontoon) - no info on location. 
4-10-45 -- The 70th OE is, located SE of Piti(Guam).(5th Brg. War Diary 1 Feb to 28 Feb'45). 
4-16-45 - The 70th CB'is'located S.E. of Piti. Guam. (5th Brg War Diar~ of 1 Apr'45) 

4-18-45 - 1 Aprl45 report of the 70th CB - 1 off. and 22 men ret'd 10 ~~r'45 and 11 off. 


and 204 men ret'd 11 Mar from Iwo Jima. Thece were the b~l of a Pontoon Barge 
and Causeway Detachment of 14 off. ~~d 275 men who were on temp duty on Iwo Jima. 
3 off. and 35 men na used on operation have been retained on temp detached duty 
for further operations. 70th CB has 514 men and 28 off attached to AdComP.hibsPac 
on assault operations as of 1 ~pr. There iB also a small detach of 29 men and 
2 off. on detached duty at Saipan. Following report of 70th CB Pontocn Det Activ
ities on Iwo Jima submitted with ~ Apr report: 
8 Jan'45 - Apnrox embarkation date of all platoons of the detRchment. (15 off. ~nd 

~7 Je~145 - Departed. ~83 men) 
5 Feb'45 - Arrived Eniwetok. 
? Feb'45 - De~)arted En!twetok. (Cant. on fo110wine card) 

70th C.B.Location - Guam, Okinawa 

4-18-45 - 701.~4 CE P:mtoon Det A.ctivities on 1....0 Jima (cant) 
11 Feb'45 - Arri"ed Saipan (Another 70th CD Det staging there). 
15 ~'eb'45 - Departed for Target. 
19 Feb'45 - Arrived Iwo Jima. 
21 Feb'45 - Started launching pontoon assemblies. 
43 Fec'45 - All persorwel put ashore. 

4 ~~rI45 - Departed from rwo ....ith 11 off. and 204 men. 
7 Mar'45 - Arrived Saipan. 


10 Mar'45 - Departed Saipan. 

11 Mar l 45 - Arrived Guam to 70th CB Hd~trs. 

1 Aprl45 report of the 36~h Reg. are participating in forward opera tions under4-18-45 

, command of the .~ph Forces. ~ '~5 d d 

Barges at Okinawa bang operated by 70th CB. (Comphibspae Conf Disp 06~3G t4-~-45 
19 Apr'45 to Budocks) - 

5- b-45 Tr~ 70th CB is shown located at Guam on temp duty with Comdr Amph Forces on the
-
DirpRcdocks S.F. Sec Rep of 15 Apr'45) 
1 Mayl 45 report of ?Oth em - loaation not given. 26 offers 80 fJJ6 men are out on a 5-18-45 
current Assault operation. 1 ofter&. 21 men returned from detached duty at Salpan 
on 23 .A.pr'45. Report routed rta 36th Reg &. 5th Brig. 

5-21-45 - _1 '46 re ort of 36th lie - 70th &. 128th CB!I are o1nt!l operati ng aS8embly lard 
~n Mariana.. 46 men a8signed to the 10 th CB during Apr • '1''' g., 
1 Jun'45 renort of the 36th Reg. _ Elements of the 70th and 128th CBs retu f rom 
operations in the Byukyu Is1nnds with the Alnph Forces. 

6-28-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 70th CB - location not given. 1 officr & 7 men are still on 
TAD at Saipan. 16 offere & 405 men returned from Okinawa assault operation on 23 
May'45. 2 offcre & 16 men are still on TAD on current operation & 5 offers & 15 mel 
4eparted from Okina~a on 27 May &are still enroute. Report routed via 36th Reg & 
~ Cont inued) 



- --'-- ~'---, 
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Loeaiion - Gnam, * 	 · 70t~q,:B. 

(Cont~d) 1 Jun l 45 report of the 10th CB - routed via 5th :Brig. 
7-18-45 - 1 Jul l 45 rt~port of the 36th Reg - The Amph Forces Pont As!>embly Yd. l-Iariannas. 

is operated jointly by the 70th anu 12Bth CBs. 
1 J~!14~ ~epcrt of the 70th CD - locntion not given. This batt is ~ssigned to 
Comdr Amph Forces U.S. PacFlt for oper functions but is subject to adm control of 
the Ere. !sCom. ServFor. 16 men trnnsfd for overege. 5 off. and 15 IDen retd from 
Okinawa 5 June. 2 off. and 16 men retd from Okinvwa on 8 June--tr.ese were the 
only personnel of the batt left at that loc~tion. 6 men left for S~ ipE:n on 7 June 
as relief for the men on temp uuty at that station. Report viR. 36th Reg EUld 5 Brg. 

7-G7-45 -	 DtI!lacdocks P Sec .?eport of 10 July shows the 70th CR at GU~IJl. schtlduled O\f'1n::J~·If".• 

8-17-45 - 1 Aug ' 45 report of the 70th CB - loc~ted at Guam. 15 men were detached and ordered 
to the U.S. for discharge on 2 Jul 1 45. 30 men were transferred to the 134th CB 
on 25 Jul l 45 for duty. In the last week of Jul l 45 160 men and 8 offers wert> temp 
detached and boarded ship in preparation for anticipated amphibious operation. 
Report via 	36th Reg and 5th Brig. 

d-18--r5 - :reSC:lt hd.o.tr:l of 36th itP.{; on Gua::J [' !"e the 70th G: 1.:d8th C3s c:... BO!) r.;en of the alst 

CD. (3etl. ftAt conf monthly report of 1 Selt'45). 

1 ::iept'..,.5 report of 70th CB. ~ro info as to locl'.t ion. .i.eport vi ~, ~ C th ~ieg c,.; 5th 

B ri {~ . 3:-: officers 6; 619 Illen ".re on tempdu & aHa'! from butt hu..ctrs. 


10-10-45 :.. 	 1 Oct l 45 report of 70th CB. No inf o as to l ocation. Report vi a 36th Reg. & 5th 
Brig. This is the final report at 70th CB as it is schaduled for inactivation on 

10 O;t I 45. 80 men transferred to U.~~ for discharge under the potn~ system. 6 ff. 
6; 10~ men returned from operat i ons at var i ou s port i n Japan . Korea & China. 528 
~en s 1~r on tempdu . 	 . 

. -------_._-- 
Location - Guam 70th CB 

10-l0-45 -	 70th CB 1s to be inactivated on approx. 	10 Oct. 1 45. Inform COIDsarvpac when
inactivation is completed. (Comservpac conf apdltr apr 05466 dtd 1 Oct'45 toOinC. 5th Brig.).

12-4-45 - 70-;;~t~h~C~B=a~s-:!:..i1n~a=:!c~tl:...:!i!-...lv!.!aut!..!:e!.9d~0!! ~c;;,:t;,.:I~4!!5~.~ (70th CB conf ltr se r 195 d t d 21 0 ct I 45w=	 n_l:!::7:UO
to BuDocks). 
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ON' BO.ARD 

OFFICERS-DATE l!S! AUTHORITY 
30 Jun l44 103.3 RecnP.1 AugI44 31 

30 Sepl44 R 
1117 Jlecap

1 Dec'44 66 1129 MoR
1 Jan l 45 66 1124 MoR 
1 Feb 45 65 lll9 MoR' 1 Marl45 65 1113 MoR 
1 Apr'45 65 1112 MoR 
1 Ma,y 145 65 UIIS Moll 
1 Jun'45 65 1146 :BHP62s& R 
1 Ju1'45 65 ll23 :BNP625 &R 

1 Aug' 45 63 1090 l3NP625 & R 
1 .3ept I "T:J 1058 BHF625 
10ct l 45 54 956 BHP625 &R 

70th Construction 3attalion (Pontoon) (INhCTIVAT~) 
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70TH U. S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATIALION 
c/o Fleet Post Office 

San Francisco, California 

4 October 1945. 

As we reverse the procedure of three years ago and begin the transition 
from Seabee to civilian life, officers and men of the 70th Seabees can 
look with pride upon the record of service of out battalion. We can ac
cept, with due modesty, our share of the praise and tributes paid tlte 
Armed Forces by the President and other distinguished leaders. Our 
Chief, Admiral Ben Moreell. has seen fit to commend us. as have other 
ranking officers of the Navy from the Mediterranean to the China Sea. 
They have honored us with their "WeH Donel" 

Because the Battalion was decommissioned while so many of its officers 
and men were stili engaged in the occupation operations in Japan, Korea 
and China, it was impossible to assemble all hands for the traditional 
Navy ceremony. It is with regret that our association during these critical, 
exciting and dangerous years is terminated I shall always recall with satis
faction and pleasure. my service with you. I take this opportunity to extend 
to aU hands my sincere wish for a happy return home and for successful 
lind prosperous careers. secure in the knowledge that they have served 
their country faithfully. 

The 70th Battalion can rightfully be proud of the part it played in 
bringing about final victory over our enemies. Its long record of being 
"First" is enhanced by such further distinctions as being the first Pontoon 
Battalion, the first Seabee unit to be deployed from the European-African 
to the Asiatic-Pacific theatre, the fird Construction Battalion to partici
pate in assault landings. 80th on the European continent and on Japanese 
territory. These are but a few of the many events pioneered by the 70th 
and carried out in the best traditions of the Seabees and the Navy. 

Our first overseas service was as a component of the command of 
Vice Admiral John L. Hall, Jr.. in Northwest African waters. It was OLlr 

privilege to serve again under this great naval leader in the Okinawa 
operation. thus engaging in the first and la5t assaults on the Axis on their 
own soil. 

Additional Purple Hearts were awarded for injuries incurred at Iwo 
Jima and Okinawa, but we were indeed fortunate that no fatalities oc
curred in these latter operations. In the name of the Battalion, I extend 
our deepest sympathy to those of our mates who were seriously injured, 
with the wish that they will successfully overcome their handicaps. 

It is once again fitting to remember those mates who lost their lives. 
with the hope that their families have derived some measure of comfort 
from the fact that they made the supreme sacrifice for the greatest cause 
of all. 

• 
f' ._ 
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The 10lh U. S. Nav., . Condruction 8al,alion boga "its Pacific tour' 

Of duty when it I.ft Camp Parks. California. on the morning of Oc· 

toDer 19. 19#. Returning fro", North "f'ica and the Modita""n..,n 

aarly In the year. the lIeleran! of that campaign and the replace. 

ments hod carried on th. many monlhs of ii'atesid. duty with in· 

creasing Impatience, ellger to ge' away from Iho ~talion force expertl 

and anlious 10 get back 10 practicel , uleful wort in the combat ar..,s. 

Early that morning th. entire bllttalion personnel end all ih gear 

wera transported in bUl5ei and truck, ICl Treosure Islond in Son 

Froncisco boy. After two days Ih e 70th boerded the U.S.S. Generol 

E. T. Collins and found that they had the <l2 n Betta lion as shipmote5. 

It was i~tG aftornoon when II\.o ship pa5S~d through Ihll Golden Gale 

but a heavy fog obscured our IlIIt 10Gk lit Hut Cily of Sen Frllncisco 

and the great bridge. 

The Pacific was quite calm and thare was no seasicknllSS IImong the 

seosoned veterans of rough A.llln tic crossings but a few of the newer 

men were ;ni/ialed. The crowded Navy transport kept the vllrious 

detllil, busy with the frequent clliis for "II hlJnd. to ':turn ,0 fo r 

clelln sweepdown fore and eft." Ono change from our LST end 

Liberly ship routine we. the restriction 10 two mell is a day IJnd officers 

qUlJrtefS were as crowded /u Ihose of t he men. Our commender' s 

delail IH sanior troop officer aboard geve him no specie I quarters lind 

he had .. top bunk with twenty others in a sma ll CIIbin. 

As the Generlll Collfns IIpproac"ed Oahu on the morning of Oc· 

tober 27. genera i qUllrters sounded ond every gun spurted enli· 

aircr!l ft fire but fortunate ly, only at the tlHgets towed by the fig hter 

ple nes which welcomed us to Honolulu . Se il ing by Diamond Heed 

end Koko and into Peerl Herbor, Iha ship doded III' Iroquois Point, 

which becam e the Blliia li on 's home for the ned two months , 

Wit~in a week a dUapidoted cllmp WIJI hken over end made Ih ip. 

shape. Com plJny 8 turned to th e cemp maintenMce IJnd construe· 

t ion work et Iroquois, Comp.'t ny C rel ieved th 302nd Batta lion at the 

Intrepid Point Pontoon Assembly Yllrd better known as AFPAY and 

Compenies A lind D were IJssigned the construction of a com plete 

cllmp laYOUT. Late r, Ifl e ent ire 70th BIlItalion shered this cemp with 

its fine berrach li nd fec ilities with t he 302nd. 

Liberty was granted a lmost elle ry SundllY end trips arranged 10 1111 

poin ts of interest on the isllInd of Ollhu, such liS the Nuuanu Pe li PIISS. 

the Mormon Temple lind Waik iki beach. The Royal HIlWll iian en d 

MOlina Hotels, the byways of Honolu lu, the great Nevy and "rmy 

Insta llations. the ROYIII Hawlli ian Band in Kepio illni Park. the statue 

IJnd plliltce of King Komem hameo all came in for thei r shlJre of at· 

tention. Chief H.,n lon 's North African AII·Stars took the meltlUre of 

other service basebal l tellms and began IJnother win ning streak thltl 

Illsted Ihroughout the Pacific cllmpaign. There were not many hu la 

girls but the pinltllpple lind sugarcane fie lds, especially when being 

burn' over for ha tvesl , were never.lo.be.forgotten sights. 

In the mean while . top-secret orders. which we later learned con· 

cerned the plan s for the invasion of Iwo Jima, O~ inowa and Ie Shima, 

began to reflect themselves in the slepping up of production in Ihe 

pontoon "ssemb ly yard. Platoons were orgll niled and auign&d ab08~ 

vllr ious sni ps , Com pliny A being · t he fint to leave, as is 'llter reo 

counted in these plJgel, Un iil of Compon;," C and 0 left for Benika 

in the Russel isllJnds wh il a other Units proceeded to SlJip.'t" end 

Tinian. Befor. the end of January 1945 Compeny B mov.d on to 

Guam to prepare and build tho Battalion Headqullrters Ind tha Am· 

phibious Force. Pontoon "nembly Y.rd thera. Lt. P.II.tt and hi 

surveyors and enginla" hlld the CAmp lovout well under wily while 

the Japs Wire still in the nearby boondock Tho echelons of Head· 

querters and Company B who had been completlog .finel d.tails on 

Oahu (oon wera Itt work and their efforh were much appreciated by 

tho platoon, which returned from tho invasions. 

In January elso, our Commandor and Executive Officor wore Clivo" 

additional duty as civil engineer office,.. on the staffs of the respective 

Amphibious Forces. wilh alii I othar assignme"ts as cnmmand.r-cf LeT, 

and other landing craft. By this time. the 70lh was tru ly a seagoing 

outfit. 

From hera on, Ihe companies, p latoons. repair C(IIWS, haadquarters 

divisions and othe r unils beceme 10 wide ly sepllrated thai there were 

times when thair whereabouts wa, known only 10 the Amphibious 

Force with which .they served. Even our always reliable Post Office 

WIlS unllble to Itccount for each mon but eventult lly mllnltgsd to 

am ulate the fltmed Herodot us and get the mail through. A general 

description of the activities of these scattered unih must neceuarily 

svffice; in filet. no record at all has been received of the travels Gf 

some of the platoons which were literolly "at seo" lit the time of 

Ihe Blltta lion 's inactivetion. It is said that they rivaled those of 

Marco Polo. 

Let us start with Company A. In p.'tlsiog it may be noted thai U. 

Chester Lewis "shipped over" to the U. S. Navy al a ragular Civil 

engineer Corps officer. 

This company was assigned to the Pontoon Assembly Yard soon 

efter arr illa l at Ollhu. Here they assembled thirty-eight barges of the 

"three by twelve" type end ten sets of caulewlJYs. These they 10ltded 

Oil LSi, for the coming invasions of Iwo Jima and OHnowe. 

The entire company left Olth u aa rly in January ond apllnt neerly a 

month on practice maneuvers with Ihe Mll ri nf" " Ff Mllul lind Kahoo l"w •. 

Theso rehearsel , were very relJ listic and preceded the movement to· 

ward the target. Iwo J ime, The various groups sai led lole tho I month 

for Eniwelok ond Seipen. Final prer:arllt ions ware made at the.se 

poinh for t he landings in Februll/)". 

Com pony A men were ebOllrd the first lind only LST to beech on V 

D·Day plus one which WitS loaded with urgen t ly needed ammunition 

for the Mar ines. This unloadin g was performed under a davade'ing 

fi re from the Jllp mortan and Admi ral Hill commendad the LST 

crew lind Ihe Seobees for this actio It. 

" " hand. too~ en active pari in on. of the toughest landings of 

the Pacific Wllr. In 011 th.y operatld tw.nty·two 3~ 12 pontoon berges 

and four causeways for the landing of personnel , supplies and equip. 

men t The outfit worked twenty.four hOUri a day under tho heaviest 

mochine-gun . mortar ond sniper fire. plul aircraft strafing and bomb. 

ing_ Eight casualties were suffered during this operation. They operltled 

side by side with the IIssault eschelons. 

All but two of tl,e platoons returned to Guam in Mllrch. Most of 

the Company w.re al$lgn.d to Ihe PAY yard wher. they built end 

looded structures for the coming invesion of Okinawa end Japen. 

The carpenters. plumbelt, el.clricien, and oth.r mffchanies helped in 

camp construction and maintenance during thl J period. One A Com. ' 

pltny platoon hod the dirlinction of engaging in both the twa Jima • 

lind Okinllwa iova.ions. As tho camp "eared compl.tion many of the 

8 



~ 

C<;, par.. -l: • mec..n4nics and ~o$cialis.ts were onigne<i to vtlrious tyPll!.: '"II continuously but this did not deter the outf,t from ",or~i"9 In the 

o .,rk on the island, Company A had chorg& of the e 'on ond 

b'uilo:ng 01 Ad-Com.phibs·Pec permenent camp. Thoy olio d .... ised /I 

fir6-<lngine. centfifugol wring.r end other necessory equipment for 

the B",rtelion end continued WOf~ in the PAY y",rd during Moy, June, 

July ond pert of August, 

l4le August (olllld the qre.eter pert of the Com pony IIgein headed 

for lin invesion. This time It wes Jopen . Wh~n the wer nded, 

Company A wes on tho high so",s end eid.d in the occupation of 

Japan, Korea and other !omlories held by the Japs. 

, Compeny B. The job of constructing end mointoioing tha Bet· 

. la lion 's ClImps in the Pllcific. area egoin fe li 10 Compeny B. Their fine 

I record for building exce llent camps in the ... frican theotre wes sur

J pened by their work on Guam. 

Upon landing on Oehu , B Company started in to repoir ond improve 

the bOM'acls eceo ossigned to the 70th. Their first work consisted of 

;,.,..,. '-..., _... .....,...... , 
... .~.. ....,. ·.. ~·:I 

; .. ,; .' 

CHARLES BROADBENT 

Lieutenant Commander 


&.cutlve Officer, 1,.3.1945 

(shown on Ihe b..ch at Iwo Jlme) 


repairing the Quon set huh which enta iled re plac ing flooring , mOking 

the shower ooth. work, reh~nging doorl and much point ing , In addi . 

tion to tke ebove , roads had to be repaired end resyrfoced ; ., post 

off ice, eomir. ;s,rot ion building, library, various shops ond 0 chapla in's 

office hod :0 be constructed. C ompen y B wos in cho rge of the guard 

deToils and tho aporation of I> il boilers , gene rator~ , tro'1sportation ond 

qeneral camp serv ices. 

The moiority of the Compan y moved on to Guom In Jo nuory to 

b uiid ono prepare 0 semi·permonent advonce comp fo r the Betto lia n. 

Se...eral spec;aiized and treined groups were engoged in thll in."as lon 

of Iwo Jimo at this time. Tne trip to Guam wos uneventful end the 

force arrived Iner. in line shape, They at once unl04d.o their equip. 

ment Gnd wen t to work bu iiding up the new c<llmp sile. ,! raIned 

roin all day Gnd sleeping In muddy gumbo ot night. K rotions wal'll 

their only food during this period, 

They hlld the comp foirly well compl.ted when Heedqullrle,. IIna 

the odministrativ8 force arrived in the late port of Februery. Eech 

doy saw lin improyement-sueh es lights. surfoced road., mess <lind 

gelley focilities , sid b<llY5, showers and 011 those things Ihat or8 neeal

lOry to the men's needs and comfort. The comp WOi in eXC4J1ent shope 

when the force returned from the irlYo,ion of Iwo Jima" There were 

no K rotioni served , everyone hed a place to sleep and 0 t.mporary 

movie th eatre had been set up. There WO$ odequote lighting, most 

of the roads h.,d been surfaced wit h cora l lind t he various shops were 

operating. 

Im proyements were mode right a lonq lind soon the 70th had as 

sh ipshape 0 c<lImp as ony outfit in the Pacific orea , Ihonks to the hard 

work of Compony B. W hile the main portion of the Company wn r 
work in g on Guam, two cousewoy platoons and a ship repair unit toolt ! 
part in the invas io n of Iwo Jima . In the Ok;nllwo invasion , e causewey , 

platoon , a ship repair unit and some crone operetors represented the 

Compll ny. In addilion to tok in g care of the comp mointenence ond 

the eorpe,.j~r , plumb in g , mllchine, paint ond e lectricol shop~, B mede 

"II the road improvements, bui lt culverts and ditches for the dreinoge 

and did some stevedoring, Moreover this company did mod of the 

construction on the A FPAY pontoon yard. B Company was relieved of 

camp duties by the other companies early in July. T'

thei r port in t he invasion of Japo n and left for rh , 

lote in the month. Someone he$ made the rema, k. "Tha Jops must 

have heard t hot Compa ny B w.,s comin g ond that is why they folded 

up." 

Tha pi" toons which storted out for the invosion of Ja pon took part 

in the occupation of Chlnll, Korea and Jopan . 

Compeny C. On Oahu t he members of C Compony unloaded the 

geor, bui lt pontoon strings. auemb led the borg81 a nd causeways and 

towed t hem to Peo r! Harbor where they loaded them eboard LSTs. 

In .,dd iti an to this work they mo inta ined the shops at Intrepid Point 

ond deve loped reinforcements to su pport the moto rs in the launch. 

ing of the barges. 

The first det<!lchment of six barge pla toons left for Bonao . in the 


Russel Isla nds, on December 6 to m"ke up b<!lrges and causeways to 


be used in the i"v<!lsion of Okinawa. This t rip wes the first leg of /I 


very extens ive tour of the Pacific. The first stop wos Funa futi in the 


Ellice Islonds and t hen on the Espiritu Sonto in the New Hebrides. 


The detllchment's Christmos was a merry one spent 4!hore ot Noumee. 


New Coledonio, New Yeo<5 wa, celebrated afloot /lnd the group 


a rrived lit Banlko on the sixth of January. It wos necessary to beg, 


borrow e nd "procure " the materials and equipment to build II comp 


. for themselve s, with no IIssi,Tance from P ..... O. No.2. 

The rema inder of C Compony <!Ind iix plGtoons from Compa ny 0 


a rriyed li t Ban ika on Jan uary 20, 19.5. Th is detachment mode ,top. 


at Esp iri tu S.,nto ond T ulaq i. Trading call s were m<!lcie at Nui in the 


Ell ice h land , and Ur.,wa , port of H'e Solomo,lS. At Baniko. Com pony 


C bui lt sitty.ei9ht barge., rooded them aboard LST, and thon sailed 


on 10 the torget, Okinewe. 


The first plotoon of Company C emDllrlced for operations on 


Februory 28, 19.... They proceeded to T ulagi for ammunition and 


then to Payuvu in the Rune!, end on to Guad.,lconel to pid. up 


Merines lind omtrads. 


A five-OIIY rehea f'S41 WIIS h,,,,,; "t G"110...1r~" , . "M, I~"n orr ior 


Urilni, the rendezyous IIlea. i,.;, • . " I 1.1 1. '. 
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:' I~"~. Th. finol leg of the trip 10 Okinawe begen on tho mor/thtq of 

Merdl 25. This wa, 0 rough trip ond it wes thought the berge5 

might b. lost. Tumbudl.$ would '''lip. U-Bolts poP. ertf chein. 

woula breok but. for every one that bro~e. two more would b. put on. 

Th.n the,• .",ould breek. Company C finally arrived off Okinowa on 

April I. Easter Sunday end L·Oey. 

It ....os found that 41 few of tne barges hed been so hard hit by tho 

~" that an entir~ string of pontoons wei crushed and flooded. 

Naverthole$!. Ihele bedly damoged barges served we!! lor the trans· 

fer CJ'enes and lighter,. Most of the barges were launcned between 

H.nour II na noon on L.Oay end proc:eeded to their assigneo jobs of 

• lignfering 	 c:argo and os f10e ting pletforms for tho cranes. 

" corel reef iormation off Okinawa formed <I n effectiva berrier 

ogainst lendings by small craft. II WIIS necessary to unloaa the sup

p lies and eq ui pment from the ships. carry t hem by barges to the 

raef and then un load tham by crane into emtrads. On "pril 16. 

a group of fen b",ges proceeded to Ie Sh ima under their own power 

end tool: part in tne londings Ihere. These plotoons warred on a 

twenTy.iour-hour bal is for ne,,,ly two weeks before reluming to the 

moin force at Okinawe. 

POlltoon operations at Okinawa lind Ie Shima were gellere lly ~on· 

l idered Tne most !ucc.essful in Ihe Pacific: Theetre. The 70th Seebee 

received ,ommendll lions from "dmirels He ll . Turner lind Reihnejder 

for bOTh OkinawlI lind Ie Shime for tneir handling of the lighte rllge. 

The mein iorce remeined el Okinawa end continued to operate off 
The Hegllshi beoches unt il the latter part of May, when th.y w.re 

relieved by the S lsI Bettalion. 

Compeny C arrived al Guam on May 22 end immediately went 

10 work in The " FPAY ponToon yerd. outfitting borges and cllus.weys 

for the invesion of J apen. li nd load ing a bo.rd ship for the op.ration. 

"bout haif the Company WIIS eboard ship on V.J OilY lInd took part 

in l"e occu pe,ion of Korea , Hotkoido, Honshu IIlId C hino. 

Company D. " fter gettin g squared awoy in their qUllrter' et 

I:-o<;uois Point were essigned to bu ilding barracks. Ihops and the 

pontoon yard ot Int repid Point. Two groups were sent to ihe Navy 

Yard or ?eari Horbor to oS5 ist in ship repo ir. O ne crew wes essigned 

~o we lding and t he other to riveting '"nd ca rpentry. These group' 
received a commen da tion from Admi ,a l W i:l iem R. Furlong. Com· 
manda nt of the Navy Yerd et Pellrl He rbor. for their velue ble es. 
si,tence in repa iring ships. Th e ma jority of Com pany D went to work 
lit t he " FP"Y ya rd upon the com pletion of the ca mp li t Int repid 
Point. They a"isred in the assembli ng and loaai ng of pontoon struc. 
tures and mate rillis uUla in tne Iwo J ima ond OkinawII operationl. 
Members 0; ,his compelly deve loped en armored bu lldozer durin g 
their stoy on Oo hu whic~ WaS I"ter used to great advantage. 

Tho fim c:ietachme nt of D Compony left Ollhu about the middle 
of December ior Saipll n lind Tinian . Th il was the fint step towerd 
the ir invosion or Okil'lOwo . The seo;ond detachment left oround !h. 
fi rst of the Yllor aboard LSM's to join Compa ny C in the Russel •. 
"t Baniko thoy bui ll enci loaded pon toon d ruc:lures and prepared for 
the coming inva sion of Okinowa. 

o and C Compa nies made the roug h voyoge to Orillawe together. 
CompII"y D undo rwe nt tho same bad wellther, roug n seas end other 
harc:iships mentioned in the Company C record. lind on Easter SUII. 
day. "pri: I, engaged in t he Okinowa land ing. Thoy remeined et 
Okinawa for forty ·fi ve days with the invesion fotc:es , opereting ba rg,n 
&nd light.r ing cllrgo. 

Two LSTs were ossiglled for the slIrv icin g of the bargo (:rows &nd 
to serve .:IS headquene" for the r!lipectiv8 task units operating north 
ena (outn oi Tne Bishi 6awe. While th" crews of lome borge, were 
able to make use of the facilities far a both and e hot moal. thers 
hoo fO sTicl witn thoi r own ",hip" for weeks ot " time. ,;"';09 ;n 

improv".o snailers on the be"~e deck ond gell ing tn .. i: " "''' c.,, w 

from tho' rations being Ilghtered. It WOi soon found '"at fo.holes cou d 

lIot be dug into the steel deck end although ing"nuily WOI u,ad 

devise protection . each of Iho hutldra!! or more kemirllu r.ids dl.lr· 

ing this period had 10 be sweated Ollt. General quarteu elorm5 ond 

smoke morillg were e nightly occurrenC(l; storms were frequent . mek· 

ing crossing af the reef haurdoul. soverll l borge. being s....emped 

alld et leost one overturned during this time. Suicid. boots. infiltra' 

tion ~v IInemy forces from Mechinado. Inti'/ljrcroft flei .. re alt 

encountered. A number of men wore wounded durillg thil period elld 

earned the Purple He&rt but fortunotely no letolities occurred. Th, 

barges which served t he hospital lSTs provlld to be of grllal worth In 

the eVClcuotion of casualties lind in fact. much of the c:!ossHicatiotl of 

wounded and emergency !reatme'" WaS don .. on the borges, some by 

our OWII phll rmecist mlltes . 

Most of 0 Company boardod the 5.S. SlIIIfiosher lit Okillewa on 

May 15 and arrivlld at GUllm on Moy 23. Severlll groups remained 

et Okinllwa to build ~~ 12 bargel wh ich were used in th. repoir of 

I!laplotles af Ke rllme Retto. whilo anolher pilltoon operated 41 group of 

warping tugs. 

Upon returning to Guom , Company 0 wal 4goin auigned to the 

"mphibious Forcos POlltoon Assembly Yord lind lost no t ime in build

ing ano ~;lin~ tne pontoon barges and cllusewoys noeded for the 

ossaulh on Kyushu and Honshu. rna exper ionces and lessonl leorned 

in battling the reef ..nd thll storms gff Ok inewe ana ot see ell route 

to that torget were drewn upon for ,tii l furlher improvements in the 

outfitting and construo;tion of tho pontoon ouemblios_ During the fow 

slad poriod, of woiting lot matario ls Company 0 man were II t ilized 

in the construction of tho new ..... mphib io ul Forcos cemp and opera · 

tioll. bose. Other platoons wllre deta iled to the Harmon ond North

west air bllse. where they bui lt worehouses. hangars, perochule lofts 

ond other Ouonset structuros for t he ..... rmy end Navy air commonds. 

Un lik. othor strictly POlltoon unils. the 70th cas never lost their l"iII 

in gonere l construction work. Every possible essistance wes rondereo 

to t he 8·29 wing' of the 20t h Air Force which was then engaglld in 

intensive bombing o f Japall lind prepllring lor th-e use of tho otomic 

bomb. Stevedoring deteils expod ited Iha loading and unlooding oi 

shipping which Wal tied up in ..... p rll he·rbor. Our barge. soon solved 

thot bottl e neclr. 

Helldqua rt.rs Company consists of th ... "·' '' .<) u, deport menh end 
sections thot p rovid e the wid e variely of services and control necas 
.ary for th .. o pe ration of thIS baTtalion . To bost outline tho fun diolR 
of thi s company. a brief rosu m' of Ihe wo rk of eech section , follows: 

Annory-'Stores ond issulls ordn an~o gell r lind ammunition lind 
tr ios to keep up with the volllminous directions end ill,trudions of 
the Bureeu of Ordnon'Ce. In cherge o( the fir ing rang". and the 
treinillg of personnol in 'he use end core of a ll weapons. Our Ormori05 
organized ond d irected the heavy weapons platoons. ond supervised 
such other IIctivities al our fire deportment in connection with which 
,hoy developed pumps end other fire figiltinq equipment from luch 
moteriel al wal eveilobla. 

M.dice l--doctors , denti~ts , phermacists ond corp,m en joined forces 
to mai nta in on eJlcellllnt hee lih roco rd for Ihe 70th. Supervision of 
the 1&nltation or the Camp genora lly. rne water supply. the galley: 
mosquito, insect end rodent control end iMpect ion and control of thll 
food preparotion in cooperafion with the Supply Deportment to in sura 
/I bolenced d ie t. a ll cOlllributed . "corpsman wes aniqnea to eoch 
a nd overy plotoon engog"d in the assaults On Iwo Jimo. O~inowe lind 
Ie Shime dnd a lso those which pllrlicipaled in the oc:cupetion opere . 
tions in Japan, Chino and Koree. 

P."onneJ-lceeps 1he service record, or iocket. Of ellery man from 
tho tim or hi, ~~,i,~~",ent to the outi:t Ion , :i , ... \epMlltion. Tn.se 

comple.t" 
CII ... noJ 
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.. ~ ."\ , '!' .... ~ .. - .:n _... IlC ~.,) n ' card cur prCPllre ~~e-
0:: . ;It:! - Q ~1. mllo!.!.e . :!,. PIU ":~SS one r8CCmml''1datio ,. promo· 

•' :on$ 	 ''''.:I ::e.')P&IHO wiT:! ~ I I othor section, in providinq records. As 

oNe ...ere flec r.eo 10 ~ R"q,meni. it WOI nee. n~ ry 10 provide ,h" 
R. ..qimen· .... itn such s .. rv ieo "Iso. Awards end commendotion. lire like

wise rllcor080 in th pe 'H)nnol iadel but mllny rocommendo"onl for 

1ucn weros wero disopprcyed by tho P:egirnent O t ;p:t tho ioc:t the 

officers oi ~hll 70th strongiy felt Ihat the mon We." enlitled to them . 

Pod Office-It is weil r.;:ogn i ~ed Ih..t much of Ihe more le of eny 

militery outfit cente" eround themai i dorks and thll 70th wos no 

IIsc.ption, It hOI been reported thot the Soobee, receive more moil 
than .. ny urvice Qrgonizlltl on ond we were fortunote in hoving compe

lent ano conscientious moi clerk Under the direction of the security 

office r 'he Post Office siaff controlled the censo ri ng of oil outgoing 

mll i!. Oller 25 .000 p ieces of first dillS mail were hond led eoch month: 
more hlln $50.000 in money orders were sent from ol.lr post oifice 

in o~ rypil;lIl month. In cont rllst to our experie nces in 5tate~ide 
Cll mps, our own pas! tfil;e .,ra vided much better serv ice Qvorsea~. 
Mlli: CIII. ....111 indeed II popu lar on d we lcome summons, 

Mart.'-At-Arm,-i~e Navy's po li ce force , even thoug h the oppelolion 
"Jimmylegs" hOI foilen in to dis use, moy not be populllr wi th 0 11 hands, 
bur like .. il pol icemen, it is comforting to have t hem avallllble. Th is 

oroup mus! enforca !ho rules and regulations of Ihe NIIVY, carry out 
•".. gene ra l ordors at Th e command, and moinlll in order. They lire 
' espons ioie fo r fhe cleon lines. ot the Cllmp, especially the ga ll ey and 

mess na il,. in 0 com ea cr orgoniut ion thoy hove, ot t imes, doubled 
up wi t ~, Ire sergeant of the g Ullrd /lnd the b ugle ... 

Pllbinfo-is shaN lor Pub lic Inform otion end in its wider fie ld on 
rne mll inland e lsa d irecleo publ ic relalio ns. Stories were prepored ond 

PiCTY"" ,e:eCTe a tvr re leasa to hometown newspopers and th" servico 
::tubliclltia 5. of the activiTies of the 70th and its men. Th. battalion 

peper "Tne 50a ~Ollv~r" WIIS " lwIIVs welcomed not on ly by tho men 
b UT by. tne ir fomiiies until some afficient comman d dec ided thot the 

<1oin9s ~"d day,oy·vllY experiences were too secret for releese to the 
folh :'IIC home. Well, perhaps we were on the wrong islend ot the 
Tim e. Besices, SCUTt lebuTt played its own ro le ond the inside rtories 

Iways could be ve ri fj eel by II ny 52 I c. 

Recreation , Welf.re, Education_e re " few of the activities that 
:lte Ch a p .. in .. nd his co.workers en deavored to conduct for the 

benetrt IIna mor"l" of 011 hll nds. Th e 70th morele was never 0 diffi
cu lt p rob!"." ·... " .. t with frequent movies, stage shows, boxing a nd 
wrestlin g. oir,go parties. baseba ll games and the less frequent dances. 
Tna oane ,ion :ib ra ry was IIlways po pular and well pll t ronired: the 
educoTio"'ol ;ervices inci uaing t he Armad Forces correspondence 
courses he lpad many who wished to hel p themselves. Radios li nd 
recoro·p:ayers kept us "breast of the latest juke box favorites. 

Photography-PracTico lly ail the pictures in This bOO Kare the product 

oi our own le ns· la ds "nd this is "n appropr ill te pi lice to g ive cre dit 
to :)ur camara twins. Kei man on d Ke ndoll: pernops II few wera left 
,~ver from Ed Calla hlln's coll ection. A ll offic ial Navy photogrllp hs were 
pro mpT:y fo rwllrded ~o the voriaL.lS ~ u reaus In Wosh ington and some 
toe n releesed to the public through the mediun, of papers, mogo. 
zines ao a other publications. O ur photographers covered "II phases 
of the Bortolion s' work. including the invasi on. 

Supply-<:overs 0 wide range of act iv ities, not only wit hin the 
Su pply De oonmen T itse f b ut in its related an d coli lltarol fun ctions. 
Procurem enT oe;ng tne forem ost, ellch other division depend ing on it, 
;~cludir.g gen eroj -store~eeping, t oo ls, trensport.. tion and other ports, 
p ontoon assembiy marorials , sm,,11 stores, ship's stOfll, shi p 's services, 
•he ve ry imporTllnt commisSIIry and last b ut no t least the beer gorcien 
'" " Hop Sh op, " 

GSK-pro iirin g oy Our experie nce in North Africa . adequllte sup
pl ies oi ci olning , bedding, too ls, mointenll nce materill ls, el"an' nq <:lea r, 
;;olley ~na mess aqui pment ~nd the tllousllnds of other item~ :lstea 
ir. ,~u r Al lowance Li ST were carefully IIccum uillted, stored and issued. 
Seloom d ia we go without anyT h;ng essent ie l to our wor~ ond well

being eJ.:ePT wnen the .upply echelons ot a higher level did not 
orcv;ce them. 

Commiuary-Feeoinq I 200 m..n three t imes 4 doy WIIS not a 
~i."o,o ,,-- ~o. i l jon ",;,er, Ihe e.. "o"on wal toq.r~.r 1\1 !lna p'o'_" 

especially whan ootra meals hod 10 be ready for th. .xlr4 lhifh 
when we were wor~lng IIrounc:i the docie. Our chow WaS olWOYI the 

envy of olhar outfits and mllrines, erm.,. and otner navel penon"el 

joined Ihe chow line on Ihe $Iightost pr t,,~t. In facr, it wal diffi'Ult 

to keep GUllmanians end Jeps from the boondocks off it. In an 

overage month 36,000 pOUJId. of meat , 8,000 pounds of potafoeJ. 

4.000 pounds of butior lind 8,000 looves of breod were u~. The 

Seabee! were se ldom, if eyer, au /eaten, Si_tv cools, butchers. bare", 

stewards end jach-of-dul+ oper;l1ed the galley with Ihe usuol kitchen 

police and meurnen; they also wen~ forw",d with the ochelonl on tho 

invosions, And wllen.ver the mix WIIS ovailable. ica c.raom machinel 

worked ot c:opac:ity. 

Ship's S.rvic--.Just 01 on Mo in Streat at home. the laundry, f",lor; 

barber, cobbler set up blainess shops, the service. bein~ free where 

possibl&. 

Ship's Stor-COmb inin<j the general ~to ra IIna tha S and 10, it had 

everything but t he stove lind c roder ba rrel, Cigllrettes at .~ 
cents pe r pock wi ll probably always be remembered: cigars. candy, 
mllgozinos, toilet ort ici os, sOUlienirs a nd othe r i ~ems e55ential to com
fort were o lwoys we ll stocked. The store did ~; 5,000 worth of busi
ness in September, 1945, a nd the profih paid for the f ree iuue of 
beer and the mlljor cod of this souvenir book. 

Hop Shop--or beer garden Will open every night '''Cllpt Sundey. 
Next to t/'e movies, t his was the favo rite spot 10 relax lind "shoot the 
bree"tB." Even the j ulee box records fel l behind the hormony stirred 

up by 0 cou,ale of cons of beer end ~il the old lind new borber shop 
cho rds ;ne luding "Sweet Adeline ," "Roll Out the Bll rrel ," "I Had a 

Dream " were heard. Here too t he scuttl ebutt b rought forth amoling 

bits of information about thlii wllr. fifty-eig ht thousand cans of beer 
were emptied d"rinq September 191-5 , bes ides the coke. 

Disbunin9-h.. ~ , , ii poy IIccounts, II lI otma nh end /lllowances in 
IIddition to d ll ims lor lost geer, dothing, fam il y t royel lind moving. 
Poy CIIII we! pro bably second to re .,: i ca ll in in terast 'Oven thaugh 

money wa5 not liS essen t iol e commod ity on the Rod os it wes in 
the STllteside campus, The overage rTlonth ly peyro ll for the 70th wes 
around $120,000. 

Englne.ring and lurveylng, genere l Jrllfting, refrige~tor servicemen 
lind other specia l ish were furni shed by rle~ dquorters but to repellt t h" 
observation mllde earlie r. th is book Clln bu t cover the high spots. 
Some overl /lp ping of services became necess",y wnen th e BaHlilion Wei 

sc:ottered ond each Compllny at t imes, hed to provide its own head· 
qUllrt rs faci li ties liS requ ired. Li kewise plly eccounts ond health 

rocords hod to go II lo ng wit h the wide ly sepllrated pilltoons, which 
ra nged from Aust ro lill to J oplin. 

• 
V·J Day came a t .. time when tha 70th BIlttalion wes reunited on 

G ua m ond " II efforts were being gi'l"n to the prepllrations for t he 
aua ult la nd ing on and the invasion of Ihe Joponese home islllnd!, 
In contrllst to the hyste ri o of newer units, the 70th took V-J Dey in its 
stride and th ., ce lebra t ions were q uiet, rang ing from proyer$ in the 

chape l to on extra issue of beer in the "Hop Sho p." Seasoned 'lei· 
erans compared experiences et Salerno with Okinawa, North Afri~ 
with the Phi lippines, the Casba h off Algiers with Toclobon in Leyte or 
for thet metter, Anew with O ohu a nd BiTerie with GUllm or S,,;pon. 

The plens for th e invasion were converted 10 plans for the $UPport of 
occupation forces, so that t h" ect ual ce'l4tion of host ilities did not 
chonge the overa ll program . Wh ile rnany com puted Ihoir po ints ond 

IIw.. ited pllnage homa, otllers volun ;"<>red to corry on for <tS long as 
the y were needed . By October IS, I'HS, I'J considornblo number of men 
were aboard sh ip, heading for Son Frllnci,co . 

Pursuant to orders, the 70th Bllttelion was officially inodivai"d lind 
decommissio ned on Octobe r 17, 1945 . cn G uam . Appropr iate cere· 
manias were held by the reilltively smell com piemen t rema ini ng, after 
which Ihe deeds of the 70tt, oecome history. ine,a linllS lire r"cog

niled <IS rapetit io", " no as be ing tota ii y inadequate to recora th" mony 
experien ces, the herdships end tr ibuiat io ns, the c:.omr"oesnip ond 
satisf..ction of being SlIlIbees of the Navy ;n ou r greotest war. It 
muST be left to each Seobee to bett .. r recou nt - ' ~ i ~ aivkiuo l ono 
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70th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

Dec 1942 

Jan 1943 
Mar 1943 

06 Apr 1943 
26 Apr 1943 
27 May 1943 

25 Dec 1943 

19 Oct 1944 
27 Oct 1944 

Feb 1945 (L Day) 

01 Apr 1945 (L Day) 

16 Apr 1945 
May and Jun 1945 

17 Oct 1945 

Organized at Camp Endicott, Davisville, R.I. Officers assigned at 

Camp Allen, Norfolk, Va. 

Commissioned at Camp Endicott. 

Moved to ABD, Camp Thomas. Companies A and C detached to 

form Potoon Detachments 1005 and 1006 officers and men were 

then relaced, from Camp Peary. 

Reviewed by Sec Navy Frank Knox and Admiral B. Moreell . 

Departed, via New York, for Mediterranean. 

Arrived Oran, Algeria; based at Arzew and operated at Advanced 

Amphibious Bases from Casablanca to Bizerte, including 

Mostaganem, Nemours, Beni-Saf, Cherchel, Delys, Algiers, 

Karuba and participated in Salerno, Italy landing. CMBU 578 

formed prior to leaving North Africa, to maintain base at Arzew. 

Arrived Davisville, R.I. 

Detachments installed equipment at various NAS, including 

several in R.I., Jacksonville, Florida. Moved to Camp Parks, 

California. 

Departed, via San Francisco, for Pacific. 

Arrived Oahu, companies A, C, and D, and HQ Det. boarded 

ships of amphibious forces to stage for Iwo Jima and Okinawa. 

Company B moved to Guam. Staging and rehearsals at Saipan, 

Banika, Rushel Island, Tulagi, Leyte, Samar. 

Co A and Attached HQ and Co B platoons engaged in Iwo Jima 

assault. 

Cos C and D, with attached Co. A, Band HQ Platoons engaged in 

Okinawa assault. 

Ie Shima assault. 

All echelons of 70th Battalion returned to Guan to restage for 

operations against Japan. 

War ended while almost all detachments were at sea with 

amphibious forces; they engaged in occupation of Tokyo, 

Yokahama, Nagasaki, Hakodate and Otarno, Japan; Keijo, Korea; 

and Tsinghao and Tientsin, China. 

Decommissioned on Guam. 

Fifty-four Purple Hearts (12 killed) in Mediterranean; 24 Purple 

Hearts at Iwo Jima and Okinawa. 70th was first Seabee Battalion 

re-dep10yed from the European-African Theatre to the Asiatic

Pacific Theatre, and was thus the first eligible for all three area 

campaign ribbons, and the Philippine Liberation decoration. 




70th USN Construction Battalion 

Commander Arthur 1. Benline CEC USNR was officer-in-charge of 70th throughout. He 
had additional duty as Civil Engineer on Staff Commander Amphibious Group 12, and as 
Commander Task-Group-LCTs, Bargos and Boat Pools, Amphibious Forces. 
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Decembar 1942 

January 1943 

Mar ch 1943 I 

6 April 1943 

26 April 1943 

.27 May 1943 

25 Dec:3 !!lber 1943 

19 Octoter 1944 

27 October 1944 

Fabruary 1945 
(L Day) 

1 April 1945 
(L Day' 

16 April 1945 
(L Day) 

If&.y and .runs 
19~5 

Organized au Camp 3nd i coti:, Davisvi1109 ~ R.I. 
Office rs ass L:;n9d at Camp Allen, Norfolk, Va. 

Coumis s i onad at; Ca.mp ~ndicott. 

Moved :to ABD J Camp Thomas. 

Companies A. and C detach3d t o form Pontoon Detach:lEl nl;;s 1005 and toe 

of'fica].'S a.."lj nen war{~ . then replaced, from Cttmp Peary. 


P.eviewsd cy Sa c IlTavy Frank Knox and Adm. B. ~orael1. 

Depart3d, via New York, for 1!ad i terran3an. 

Arrlvad Oran, Alp;aI" i a; based a t Arzew and opera.t9d a t Advanca d 
Amphibious Ba ses from Casa.blanca t o Bizerta, incl ud i ng !!ostEtganelJ., 
rar.1our , Beni-Sar, Cherc'hel, D6 1ys, Al g;i-3rs, Kar uba and part i ci p 9. ~ed 
in Salerno , Italy la.nding. CHBU 5 78 for~d prior to Ie aving ~orth 
Ai'rica~ to n:aintain base at A:rze,,~

Arrived DaviSville, R. I . 
Detach:l3n';s ins called equ i pilant at various NAS ~ including several 
in R.I., .Jacks onville, Flordia. ~oved to Ca=, Park3, Calif orni a 

Departed, via San Fran~isco, for Pacific. 

.ArriV3d Oah'l, c01:lj?anies .a. C~ and D. and HQ Det. boarded ships of 
amphib i ous :'.~orc~s i;o 5 ~a;e for I....ro J i ma. and 0 -inawa; Co i3 ::coval 
to Gua~. Sta~ing and rdhearsals a~ Sai?an, =ani~<a, RU35~1 Island, 
Tulagi, Leyte~ S~~r. 

Co A and Attaeh.~d HQ and Co B platoons ,m3ab3d in Ii'FO Ji~ assau_ ';. 

Cos C and D, wi-';h. a t;t ached Co. At B and HQ pIa~oons . 9 ngat;9d in 
Okina7{a assault. 

Ll Shima assault. 

All a ~ h'3lons of 70th :at'::alion ra~urmd ';0 Guan .1;0 r~ s~a.;s for 
opere. ';i otl.3 a;ai!la:. Jap9.ll. 
iiar ended ,rhil9 a1 03'; all de':"3.eh. :m~a TI'9ra a'; S69. ":rith a--:-.;p~ ious 
i'Ol'C'S; ~_:;~r 9n;a.;::d in oCCtt.?a. ~:'O!l of Tokyo, :oka.'1a:.-.a, '~a§:asari, 
Eakoda';9 ,.!,.j -=.~_o, Japa..::li ':3i,jo, Kora:l.; on':!. Ts in:';ao and 
T• .' ;} •
~3n is 2l:~".una. 

FitbY'''±"'Oll!' :;-lr919 t:.9aTi;s (12 nllad) in ...3diterranvan; 24 Purple 
E3 a! lis a: 1..0 JiTXl and Okin~:.-;-a. 

7o~hf7as firs'; S~&b99 3a~ta1ioll re-':!9plc.3d !To::lth3:; !'o.~an
AfricS!l ~haa7:'3 :;0 ir.3 ~ia:;io-.?aci!'ic .haatr9, a.::.j ;QS ';hU3 t;.3 
first eligible for all ';hrea araa ca..:pa.ign rib'o.cs, a::d I;ha 
Philippi~ Li~3_a~:0~ decora~ion. 

I. f r £ 

http:rib'o.cs
http:re-':!9plc.3d
http:de':"3.eh


10th USN Construction Battalion 

Condr Arthur J. E<3uline CEC US!-lR was officsr-in-eharg'3 of 70th 
thronghout. Ee had additional duty as Civil Engi neer on Staff' 
Commander Amphibious Group 12, and a s Co:mna.'I'lde r Task-Group-LCTs, 
Barges and Boat Pools, Amphib i ous Forces. 
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