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68th C.p~ 
1st 2rnbarkation ~nd :l:]mbarkat ion 

l~ 
il.BD ............ , 

'Magruder 
Huen~me 

lJO'l~--· ·-(CiRD Parks) 
A1m 

Ready Dat e 
Left ABO 

- ~ Apr 143 
8 Jul 1A3 

Ready Date 
Left .~BJ) 

- 15 :B'eb I 45 
~ l-iay l 45 

~occ;.t ion - Kea4alE  - :attu.. LocF.J.tion Oldnawa 

3-19-43 - I·ioved from Camp Peary to De.visville. 
5- 5-43 - 68th CB, consisting of 26 officers and 1081 men. to be transferred from Davisville 

to Parks on 12 ~~143. (Budocks Itr NM24/MM over ~~124(68)/Al-1 dtd 5 Y~y143 to OHO 
5-.d3-43 - 11 officers detached from 67th CB (Repl~cEl.) and assi~ned to this Batt. OfJ.lled 

2nd Echelon till arrival. (Budocks to Bupers 5/:.33/43) 
7- 3-43 - 68th OB reassigned to 6th Rep.. (Conf. disp. VONO to ComA1Sec #292222) 
7-15-43 68th OB departed Hueneme 8 Jul'43- destinntion Kodiak. 
9-17-43 - 1 Sepl43 report of 68th OB - arrived Attu 29 Jul143. 
3-16-44 - 1 l-iar l 44 report of 1st Brig. - 68th CB i"s loca ted at Attu. COTJldr. Robertson is 

Acting OinC of 9th 3.eg. \.mich was reactivated by Comalsec) 
5-27-44 - 1 Mayl44 report of 68th CB - operating at Attu. 
6-29-44 - 1 Jun l 44 report of 68th OB - operating at Attu. 
7-31-14 - 1 Jul'44 report of 68th CB - operating at Attu. 
9- 4-44 - 1 Aug~44 report of 68th CB - cperating at Attu. 

10-10-44 - 1 Sepl44 report of 68th OR - opp.rating at Att11. Probable duratiOll of present 
assignment from 1~; to 2?t months. 

68th c:B 

10-1A-44 - The 68th as is scheduled to sail for the ti.S. about 21 Oct l44.(Com 17 Sec. disp. 
to several adee s 112130 liOR 1664 dtd 12 Oct l44). 

11- J-44 - 1 Oct 144 r S!)I)rt f)f 68th C3 - Loceted at Attu. }l"qJ~ct to complete aesiF'nment by 
1 ~Jovl 44 . Report ent.orsed by 9th 3.ee. 

11-3-44 -- The 68th CB denarted Attu 31 Uct'44 'ith 31 Officers :lnd 979 men.(OinC of 68th CE 
to COtil 13 Secret 010124 ~lCR 8532 (ltd 1 liov l."!:4). 

11-30-44 - 1 Nov'44 report o~ the 138th C! - On 20 Oct l44, 102 men were trAnsferred from 
the 138th CB to the 68th C~. while 199 men were tranBferred from the 68th to the 
138th. 

12-6-44 - 68th CB with 31 officers and 977 men arrived Parks from overseas 17 l'ilov'.ft4. 
(Parks TWX 182155 Nov' 44) . . 

12-9-44 - 1 Nov'44 report of 68th CB - operated at Attu during 6ctl44. Report endorsed by 
9th Regiment. 

12-14-44 - From the Chronological History of 1st Brig~d~ - 68th CB 
23 Jul' 43 - Arrived Adak from the States - proceeded to Attu. 
29 Jul'43 - Arrived Attu trom Adak. 
30 Oct'44 - Left Attu for U.S. 

190m 17 Sec. lt r ND17 Al~-l L7 over 50 .2b over SAr 0096 t o Budocks dtd 6 Nov '44.> 
1-4-45 	 PHrks ordered to transfer the 68th and 86th CB 1 S consisttng approx. 31 offs. and 

458 men each to Davisville ao _;ut 5 and 10 Jan l45 respectively.(ONO conf. clisp to 
Parks f,nd Davisville 281601 dtd 28 Dec 144). 

1-5-45 _ 	 Portions of the 68th and 86th CBs at Parks should be retained there - modifies 
281601. (CNO Con!. Disp. to Parks 012015 dtd 2 Jan' 44) 



158th CB 

1-30-4:5 The 68th CB wilJ. be (lv'?,i lp.ble :from L'.·.rlcs for Snm;;.r 15 ]i'.~;b '45. (Cj·iO Sec. cUsp to 
Cc)m7flt181805 dtd 19 J",n'45). 

1-30-·",5 - CillCD01?S requ.')sts tb.;; t the ,')8th C3 \Ii.lich is schedu1ed ~ for . Sowes"Oac be assigIled to 
the 7th Brg.(Cincpoa , ·;~C. cUsn to ClfU250121 dtd 25 J.,n'45). 

2-7-45 - '.line ('i8th CD ,dll be nssign O' d to the 7th BriF,ade.(mlO eonf. r1i~n to CO!11S~rvpEc, 
Cincpo[' Pend Com7flt 291535 (ltd 29 Jan'45). 

2-1;:,-45 --The 68th Cll is A.R~jp.:ned to Sama,r.(CNO S~C. ltr to distribution list ~ e r. OO~~9?30 
dtd 3 ~~b'45). 

3-13-45 --No ships 1'111ocated in Mar '45 for the lifting of the 11th, 35th, 68th or 80th ~'s. 
(OomWestSeaFron Sec. disp to Oooserpac 110038 Mar l 45). 

3-16-45 - Comservpac requests earlieat possible April shipping of the 11th, 35th. 58th, 
and 80th CBs to Samar. (COlDS p.rVp8.c Sec Disp 132333 dtd 14 Mar'45 to Coms'erv7flt) 
68th OB apprcx sailing date is 20 Apr145. (Parks Sec report of draft movements dtd4-9-45 
29 fmr 145 to Buuers) 

4-30-45 - Oomserfor7flt Sec Rep of 1 Apr'45 shows the 68th CB ordered from U.S. to Leyte-Sama 
5- 2-45 - 68th CB ETD SanFran 14 May145. (ComWesSealron Sec Disp 260120 dtd 26 Apr to Cine

poa p) 
5- 8-45 - The 68th CB is assigned ?th Brg. at Leyte-Samar. (Dirpacdocks 5.1. Sec Rep 15 Apr) 

5-23-45 - The 68th CB. consisting of 24 off. and 1061 men, departed Parks for overS03S on 
20 May'45. (CBRO Parks Sec disp 212330 May'45 to Bttpers) 
The 68th C.R i s e,ssi~!'.ed to the 46th Reg of the 11th Erg. (CCT jollO 331 sec repo rt 
on :;.osignment of CB units Sflr 89? citd 10 July) 

7-26-45 - The 68th as reported to ~omConstTroops 6 Jul'45. Further reported to the 11th Erg 
for duty with the 46th Reg. (CCT con! 3rd endorsement Sere 0213 dtd 13 Jul'45 to 
OinO 68th CB) 

Locetion Ok:i!lawa 68th C~ 

8-21-45 	 .{eported. [,_'board ship for t ransport!1. tion on 20 j,ie:r 145. Heported to r sCorn, 
ukinawe. on 6 July '45. Jourther repJrted to the 11 til 'Brig ana 40th !ieg: (CBdD, 
C~Jt1P Parks conf orders dtd 20 Nay 115 to OinO, 68th GB a,ll('i ends thflreto). 

9- 6-4:5 - 68th (lB de pArted J:m ~'rf:,n on ,:),() j:lay'45 c'; F.rrived Okina,l,rIl). c.n 6 July'45. C~-mp \';B.S 

established a.t Tf.lne;~m in tnt? 46th 3.eg .'lr"!.<!.(l .AU:f~1-'!,5 report of ?th Brig re cOrlll;)ent. 
on 6Bth OB). 

1O-1?-45 - CNOB, Okinawa requests authority to inactivate the 68th CB. (ONOB, Okinawa conf 
spd1tr ser 0203 dtd 20 Sept'45 to Comservpac). 

10-30-45 _ Comservpac approves the inactivation of the 68th CB. (Oomservpac conf spd1tr Rer 
05522 dtd 6 Oct'45 to Oincooa).

11-14-45  'Oomservpac directs Comdt. ·Okinawa to inactivate 68th CB. Advise Comservnac when 

inactivation is completed. (Comservpac conf spd1tr ser 05659 dtd 23 Oct l 45 to 

Comdt., NOB, Okinawa). 


1-31-46 - ONe·J.·. OkinDwa to CSP ser 6514 d,tti 1 Dec 45 ltr str-ttes th[lt the 68th OB was in
' 
activ? ted on 2R Nov'45. (Dirwespacdocks conf rIlt dtd J.0 .Jen'46). 

http:e,ssi~!'.ed


ON BOARD 
DATE Q"FlICERS Ml<~lif Aljl,llP..o.rUTT 

1 Jul'ls4 33 1072 MoR 
1 Aug'44 33 1068 MoR 
1 Sep' 4. ~< 32 1059 r·foR 
1 Oct'¥ 32 1058 j"ioR 
1 Jan'45 458 BNP625 

1 Feb'45 871 P~".625 
1 Mar'45 1072 BNP625 

1 Apr'45 
1 xq'45 24 

1072 
1060 

:BNP625 
:B1tP625 &, Ii 

1 Jun'45 24 1060 :BNP625 & R 
1 Jul'45 24 lO60 :BN'P625 & Ii 
1 Augl45 
1 ::3e .~t'45 

26 
213 

1060 
9f)6 

:BNP625 & R 
:&'fP6;;;5 & ~ 

1 Oct'45 17 802 
157 Trans. BNP625 & R 

1 Nov'45 5 R 
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History of the Battalion 
The Sixty-Eighth Naval Construction Battalion was officially 

commissioned at Camp Bradford, Virginia, on January 10, 1943. 

when the Colors were presented to Lieutenant Commander James 

Ruderman, then officer-in-charge. 

The battalion was transferred to Camp Peary. Magruder. Vir

ginia, January 12, 1943, and quartered in Area A-2. The next 

thirty days were spent in extensive advanced military training af 

well as practical construction training on Public Works, area con

struction projects and upkeep. 

Mid-month in February, most of the personnel of the Sixty

Eiqhth were detached and transferred to other units. 

Shortly after the first of March. new personnd was assigned to 

the Sixty-Eighth, and re-organization took place in Area B-7 of 

Camp Peary. On March 19th, we bid adieu to the "garden spot 

of Virginia". and entrained for Camp Endicott, Davisville, Rhode 

Island, arriving there March 20th. 

Most of us enjoyed our stay at Camp Endicott even though the 

routine there was one of unrelenting training. While the battalion 

was there. Commander L. W. Robertson assumed command. and 

shortly thereafter most of us were given our embarkation leave. 

On May 12th. still. "saddle-worn" from ou . long train rides 

while on leave. we entrained for a'l. "unknown" destination which 

tll"ned out to be Camp Parks. California. At Parks. we were aqain 

introduced to close order drilL juoo, bayonet tactics and cros~ -

)j 
-



country funning; all culminating in a long hi e 0 i t. Diab lo and 

a four day stay the:-e on fiel d ra ions. There w as nothing a pp eal

ing about the Ca lifornia climate d uring that trek. 

1.1 the last weSlk of tvlay the battalion \<vas again sp 't up, fifty 

percent of the , ersonn el being etached and a ssigned to anothe 

unit. They w ere rep laced by a raf of men d 'rect f am Camp 

Peary. Short ly a tterwards, the battalion moved lo Camp Rous

seo u, Port HlIeneme. Ca lifo nia, 10 0 Hit for our tour of foreign 

d y . 

Jilly 7th saw us on the move again. and f (censore) do! . 

lNe w em literally "at sea". On July 29th we reached our destina

Uo , he land of will iVlaw.:, S .ow, rocks an ra in. Vvha t a place! 

At"', is!c.md in the AJ utians w ith 1"tl1e to ecommend it excep hp 
plecr~on ! c: senee 01 bl!C;rs -- even the 10 ler a e . ",iser han to 

habi lo te slIch hores. 

In A p ril , 1944, Comr cmdc L. 'v\!. Robert on w s detache an 

Lieutena r I Commander W. B. C mn ingham a ss med cornman 

a o f jeer-in-charge: Lieu tenan t A . V. Blankenship became eX8CLl

Ii ve o fficer. 

To dale , the 68th has e "ved a lillIe belter than one yea 0 'el 

S9G S a t thb b se, doing its job as quie Iy and eIficiently as pes

.·ible. No he d li es have bl ze,..t fo -fh eXlolling he accomplIsh

men t o f the 68th , ut \ e e re nol jealous of public acclaim. What 

w h av e one and wifl d o here ic; important. and we may well 

b e pro I of 0 I r record. Tncr a~i n ~ Iy often we Ion Iy dream of 

" Sta teside" p ie su re , tIn ti! such d "ealTIS become real! y, weU 

sh 11 co linue 0 Irive to uphold the radilions of he service in 

P.V ""'ry way. 



68th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

10 Jan 1943 
12 Jan 1943 
19 Mar 1943 
12 May 1943 

27 May 1943 
23 May 1943 

08 Jun 1943 

19 Jun 1943 
23 Jul 1943 
29 Jul 1943 
31 Oct 1944 
17 Nov 1944 
18 May 1945 

20 May 1945 
06 Jul 1945 

Formed at NCTC, Norfolk, Virginia. 

Transferred to NCTC, Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Va. 

Transferred to NCTC, Davisville, R.I. 

Transferred from NCTC, Davisville to CBRD, Camp Parks, 

Shoemaker, California. 

One-half of the 68 1h CB formed into CB Detachment 1008. 

One-half of the 6ih CB designated as the 2nd Echelon of the 68th 


CB (2nd Echelon located at NCTC. Camp Peary). 

2nd Echelon of 681h CB transferred from NCTC, Camp Peary to 

CBRD, Camp Parks to join the 151 Echelon. 

681h CB transferred to ABD, Port Hueneme for overseas. 

Arrived Adak - proceed to Attu. 

Arrived Attu. 

Departed Attu for U.S. 

Arrived CBRD, Camp Parks. 

Still located at CBRD, Camp Parks. 


Second Tour of Duty 

Embarked from San Francisco, California. 
Arrived Okinawa. 



ITINERA3.I OF TEE 68th COliSTRUCTION B,U".L'.ALIOH 

FIRST TOUR OF DUTY 

10 Jan 1943 Formed at NOTC, llorfolk, Virginia 


12 Jan 1943 Transferred to BOTC, Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Va. 


19 Mar 1943 Transferred to NCTC, Davisville, R.I. 


12 !~ 1943 Transferred from HOTC, Davisville to CBRD. Camp Parks, 

Shoemaker~ California. 

27 May 1943 One-hal" of the 68th OB formed into OB Deta.chment 1008. 

23 May 1943 One-half of the 67th CB designated asthe 2nd Echelon 
of the 68th CB (2nd Echelon located at NOTC. CPJnp 
Peary). . 

8 Jun 1943 2nd Echelon of 68th OB transferred from NCTC. C~ 
Peary to CBRD, Camp Parka to join the 1st Echelon. 

19 Jun 1943 68th CB transferred to ABD, Port Huneme, Cnllf. 
Departed ABD, Port Hueneme for overseas. 

23 Jul 1943 Arrived Adak - proo.ed to Attu. 

29 Jul 1943 Arrived Attu. 

31 Oct 1944 Departed Attu for U. S. 

17 Hov 1944 Arrived CBRD. Camp Parks. 

18 Ma.y 1945 Still located at CmID, Camp Parks • 

.. . . ... .. .. .,. .., .......... . 

The abave itinerary ba.s been checked and authenticated by the 
Officer-in-Charge of the 68th Construction Battalion. 

17 September 1945 
SECOND TOUR OF DUTY 

20 t-1ay 1945 Embarked from San Francisco, California 
6 July 1945 Arrived Okinawa. 
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