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55tr. C .B. 

·OTC - Davisville 
.AE) Hueneme 
Ready Date - 16 Feo l 43 
Left A5D 6 j·lar l 43 
Locat ion ~~~aQ~»e Bi ak Is.(wo-ndi ) 

1-14-43 - To Gulfport !i~~i. 


d- 3-43 - Enroute Huene.rJe from Gulfport. 

Z-1l-4 3 - Arrived liteneme from Gulfport. 

3- 6-43 - Departed from Hueneme. 

5- 3-43 - Arrived Brisbane 24 Mar143. Co. D bei~ sent to Milne Bay, Bew G i nea to coo


stfuct P.T. operatinrbase 6. 

~ Co. A to MereUL~e, ~tch G~inea. 

, Co. A & Co. C stays in Srisbane. 

Co. :3 retained as relief in Erisbane. Apr 8 Comdr. 7th flt re'lne s t ec. an 

CB be assigned to this area. 84t~ CB tent Rtively assigned. 


6- 8-43 - April !-Ionthly secret report - 55th CB arrived Z5 }-iar ' 43 a t Brl sb tlle. 
Co. A, 4 off. and 233 oen, ftssiened l~ recke, ~tch Guinea 
Co. D, 4 off. and 219 rr.en, assigned t-tilne BIlY, New Guinee 
Co. C & B, 18 off. and 564 men, aS9igr.ed Brisbene. 

7-14-43 - ~ Secret Report - 55th CB o~erat!nc at Brisbane, ~st~alia with detachment s at 
Meracke, Dutch Guinea and t·Ulne Bay, l1ew Guinea. M c ther detachment at Pa lm I ., 

near QQeensland, Australia. 

55th C~B. 

- 23-43 - Secret Report 6-13-43 FWO 7th flt to Budocks -

Co. A. engaged in work at Mer~uke, Dutch }Te..· rruinea 

Co. B at Brisbane - ~eensland, 2 platoons at Port Moresby. 

Co. C at Brisbane Queensland - Palm Island. 

Co. D at ~ ilnA Bay, New Guinea. 


8 - 14-43 - Secret Report dtd 12 Jul Com7flt to Budocks: 

Co. A at t·1erauke, Ne,... Guinea 

Co. C a.t Palm I51 and 

Co. B at ?ortmouths and Brisbr'ne 

Co. D at Milne Bp.y (Ik'lne. Kopa) New Guinea. 


9-16-43 - 1 Aug'43 report -

Co. A at ~1ereu.ke, Dutch Ne." Guinea. 

Co. :a at Port !.{ousby 

Co. C at Fa.lm. Is. 

Co. D arrived Milne Bey 8 Jul'43. 


12-29-43 - Distribution of 55th CB from Secret NE166 A1-1 - 5455 (Com7flt to 3udocks dt~ 11-4~ 
HdctrR Co. at Brisbane 
Co • .A. at Cairns 
Co. 8 at Port !·~Qusby ana. B:-isbane 
Co. C at Townsville 
Co. D at Brisbnne. 

3-10- 44 - 1 !e'o'44 report of 55th CB - Detachments ope:!"8ting et Cairns, Brisbane, Po r : 

Mousby, New Guinea. 


4- 22-44 - 1 lw '44 report of 55th C:a - op'!!rating At Port I4or~ sb:l' Ca.ir!1s, .Brisb;:;n e and 

Palm Isla-old', ~eensla.nd. 


http:eensla.nd
http:1ereu.ke
http:aS9igr.ed


- -- ----- -----------------------~-~---

55th C:B 

4 - ::6 - 44 - 55th CS de tached from 12th ReE . and assignf.llli to 24th ~ eg . t empo rarily. (Coms rfor
1tr P15-3 Ser 0838 to 55th GB dtd 10 Ap r'44) 

6-16-44 - 55th ~ detached from 24th Reg. and as igned to 19th Re g . for duty on con struct ' on 
facilit ies for NABU 2. (Comserfcr7flt Cen:. "Pd.l tr to CNE Ho llandia - 11e 16-~ 
over Ser 01191 dtd 6 Jun l 44) 

6-<'.6-44 - 55th CB is located at HollElndia E.S of 31 r·1~"A. (Coms ervfor7flt e c ltr A- ' over 
Ser :SF 001407 to Dirpacdocks dtd 8 Jun'44) 

7- 7-44 _ 55th CD is loc8te~ at Hollp~dia. (transferred to 19th Reg . from 24th Re~ . 8 un'44) 
Preyaring to move to Biak Is. (Oom3erFor7flt 3ec. Itr. A-9-4 over 3er. 00673 to 
Budocks dtd. 14 Jun'44) 

!-foved d.uring ~y & J".L.'le' 44 .8-23- 44 - 1 Ju1'44 report of 55th OS - operating at Biak. 
Batt p-1ion moveme n t c~~p eted 15 J9-13-44 - 1 Aug'44 report of 55th CB - operating At Biat. 


Jul. 

9- 0-44 - 1 Jul'44 report of 19th Reg . - 55th CB o~eratlng at Biak. End . by Comserfo=7flt 


recommends the return of the 55th to the tJ. S. for rest and r e h abil itat ion . 

10-5 -44 - 55th CB ordered detached from the 19th Reg. and to aport to :~ irk fo r duty, 


(:aest. Disn. 261003 NC? 39380 from Cornsprv7fl t t o rn Ri al>: a nd C:-3 Milne) 

10-24-44 -- 55th C8 i<.l · locat~o 4t Woendi Is. :... d'H~ to deEart f or Hollanil ia.. is e. i Sep '.a.u. 

(Cornser: or7flt monthl r ? ort f o r AUc-; ' 44 t o DLHlt'J cks ·'or . EP001815 S"'cre c.. d 12 
Se ) I·M).

10 - 26- 44 _ 	 1 ut ' 44 relY.lrt of t h 19th Reg. - Endo r eme n.t b on'" r,r 4'l') ~ .t TO omrre.. ci.. loS 


the 55thC8 be r e turned to t h U.S. 0 r el:8'b i .:.tp. ... · on lea. e , ...p t ~ 't + i~8". and 

rat rai!li nt. 


55th C.13. 

l u- 2?-44 - 55t h vB to b r e t urn d to C .S. in J~n' 45 . hE n 1 ?- months . 0 be 
tr s f e rre " t o o ~he r units . ( C 0 ' ec . 1tr r ( C)FlF - .. ~ '''1'' 

ar 0132053n OV8r D9C . 1 38~45 t o Com7 : 1t . • - ' d:>_' ~ r, dt (i 14 ctl 4~ 

l 44 -- Th.e 55t cB i s l oc t ed c t Wo ndi.(Cornser -" r?f1 I'! c . di P 1._ :3 9 .;CR 12037 to ~iO 

d U 25 Oct 144). 
11- 9- 44 - 5nth C3 Is . 0 n 26 3ep ' 44 wns detAch c Frnm tbp 0th Re~ . ~~ 

p q ~ ip'np.d to (C omser-P'Jr7flt - .. ....t r ML~ oV r "!r ·?- C01 . ' j t~ "If :) ~.:" 
d t d _ , Oct. '44 mO!lth r";-o r t . Qr .) . ' 44) 

11-18-44 - 1 Sepl44 report of 55th CB - During Aug •• was locatea at Biak. Comserfor7fit ate.tel 
that a majority of the 55th CB will be transferred from this batt in the ne~r 
tuture for duty at a less adTBnced base. Report endorsed by 19th Regiment. 

11- 'T(}-44 - -:: t ' 4 A r ~l1ort of 55th Cl1 - 1J""'!'rat nl' p_t :Diak . 
12-28-44 - One cOlllpa.n;r of tie 55th CB is with t h e 24th Re ~ . t roporar il~r a t Hol - ·"ndia. . :Balanc e 

of batt l occ-.t ed at '\ oendi. e 55th Ch is as si . ed to C::b Btak: :li - on tt i s 
expcceed to return t o t he U. :J. in J an l45.(Cornserfor7fl t Sec. re-port :o r Oct l¥
dtd 20 Nov '44). 

1-4-45 -- Comser7!"1 t E'::r:Tlecta an earl:r assip:ned vesae11 to l oad t he 55 t !1 "E f or s !-1i ""n to 
the US. Upon arr i val. 5t !1. Cb r' ~t,<; ched Woend i end or,' e r ed t o renort to C~m 12 F.lA 
Parks. Lxtra equipmpnt a s s i gned to c:BD NUDE for fn ture rlis trib; tlon. ( Comse r for7fl t 
Sec, di sp to G Ll woendi 190441 dtd 27 Dec'44 ). 

1-13-45 - One Co. of the 55th CB (temp) at Hol1~nuiR - th~ ret n of the 55th ~E t c the U. S. 
in J,;n'45 h.ac been approved by CUO. (Comserfor7flt Sec. r epo rt ~or ov l lo:4 td 
15 D~CI44) 

1-1~'-45 - 55th C13 in the 3rd B~g. (not ntta~hed to e. r e iment) locnted at . end ' \o: i h o . 
"Cn . 	 

at J".oll~ndiA.• (Couserfo!"7flt Sec rep ort f o r Nov l44- d td. 15 !)ee' 4) 



--

5~th C-B 

1-- 5-45 - Officers pnd men of the 55th CB detached fr~~ d~t7 upon rece ipt 
:31 Dec' 44 - to procc9c. to e .mp PB.rks. (CO Naval 3~se Manus lt r 
Se r 1350 ~. td. 31 De~'A4 to OinJ 55th CBj 

1- 23-45 - 1 Dec' 44 r eport of the 55th CB - located at Bink .during Nov 44 . 
' 

1-31-45 - 55th CB, consist! of 2 oft'i cel's and 793 men. a r r ived P ks ~rOlll overseas 2 

T:'iX. 222049 from Parks to BuPers dtd • J an 45)


2- 9-45 _ ' 
1 J an ' 45 re~or of thp. 55th CB - Boarded ship 1 Jan'45 !or . J. _~e ~~. II '\ 

de t chnent of ~en a t EolIan ia ~ i~ed the 3att on 31 Dec'44 . 
-' 

3-5-45 -- Parke directed to inactivat e the 55th CB upon the ir return from reh,bilitatio 
leave. Personnel will be used for fo rmation of new u~lts and as replace en a for 
Co~servpac.(Buner8 Conf. Itr Pers-2122~ CEC/ lm to Parks dtd 1 Mar'45) . 

3-a)-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of CBMU 605 - The 55th CB was detached from Bisk on 1 Jan'45 for 
return to U.S. The 108 men left behind to be trf1d to PAD fl. 

4-5-45 - In accordance with Bupers conf. Itrdtd 1 Mar'45 t he 55t h CB decomm19sion~d 
pffectlve 6 Anr'45. (55th OB Itr to Buue rs dtd 26 Mar'45 • 

- 3-45 - The 55th CB inactivated on 14 Apr'45. (Pprks Ti'lX 012::330 Mny ' 45 0 Bupcr s) 

INAOTIVATED 

ON :BOARD 
DATE OFFICERS lQlli AUTHORt!:~ 
1 Aprl44 26 1014 lofoR 
:30 Jun'44 2 7 997 Recap. 
1 Aug' 44 37 9QO thR 

ct'4'; 30 978 Olll erf·J ;·7~lt .:..kp . .;o1J"" ':e?' <!I4 
957 Reca.p & MoB.30 Sepl44 4 


1 Novl44 25 909 MoR 


1 Dec' 44 24 903 MoR 

1 J an' 45 23 923 MaR 


7«) BNP625
1 Jeb'45 
7e3 BliP6251 Mar'45 


1 Apr'4f5 91 BNP625 


55th Construction Battalion (INACTIV~)
"""---
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FROM RHODE ISLAND SNOW 
SUNSHINE 

The 55th U. S. N.aval Construc
tion BaUaIion was commissioned 
on December 12, 1942. On this 
d ate the battalion broke boot in 
a cold New England camp in 
the midst Of a reclaimed. swamp 

surrounqed by thickets of pale birches an d hardy 
map les. A thousand men, sore of muscle from ex
tended order and close order, weary from cat fever 
and coughing, aching from a half dozen sb ots In the 
arm, were everywhere across a frozen field carrying 
two cumbersome seabags filled with Gl wardrobe. ,. . 
Then there was the casting off of boots, the picking 
up of the first liberty cards, and the waiting in llne 
for crowded busses to East Greenwich and Provi
dence, 10 the first dances, liquor, and women in over 
a month. The cocoon of boot camp had opened, and 
the 55th Battalion was beginning to strengthen its 

..--winqs for its maiden flight into the unknown. We 
were at last a distinct unit with a whole month of 
h istory behind us. Now we could yell, "You'll b e 
sorry, Mac," to !resh batches of recrwts. We were 
oldtimers educated by boot chiefs and scuttleb utt. 

Then came days of organization , officers meeting 
men, men meeting officers, chiefs feeling important

Davu.rilIe. Bhode Isllllld with actual resp onsibility, seamen fe eling unim
portant but h opeful , a h urried whip ping together b e
fore the most important event of our short career-

TO EQUATORIAL 

five-day Jeave. Westerners toured and drank their 
w ay through the East while Easterners wen1 home. 
There were w iJJingness and cooperation. Every man 
w as trying to find hJs n iche . There w ere rughts of 
shivering beneath piles of pea coats, swealers. cov
eralls, and seabags piled on top of two b lankets 
that seemed gauze-thin. 

The re were long scuttleb utt b ull sessions about 
w here we would go lor advanced training. Then, 
suddenly, the Uve-day leave was over, our gear 
was packed, we were marching in rain and the 
night to three trains that were to take us to the sunny 
south 10 Gulfport. Mississippi. There were Thythm 
and determination , expectancy and pride, in the beat 
an d scrape of our unified feet on the dirt of a Camp 
En dicott back. alley. We were an army advancing. 

At last we were on our way, sweeping the New 
England countryside, tunne lling through New York, 
climbing through the mountains of Pennsylvania, 
down to the fertile Ohio Valley and out into the 
Indiana plains. Then w e were hungry and sool
covered. We had failed to meet with our dining car. 
Some of us got ice cream and sandwIches at momen
tary s tops at strange stations until finally our diner 
w as hooked on and we began to file into it to eat 
as we crossed the mouth of the Ohio River, glimpsed 
the Mississipp i, and heade d straight south across a 
cottonfield and swamp tip of Kentucky. W e were 
entertained by Negro children dancing alongside the 
train for pennies at Fulton; then we were in Ten nes
see, down toward Memphis in the dark. We slepti 
then we aw oke to sunshine and acres of pine trees 
tapped for turpentine. 

.' 
• • • •••r ... . . . . . , 

,. r 
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Th. battalion broke hoot In • cold New Enqluad camp. 

lo. 

MIutuIpPl 

It was not long untU we were on a siding moving 
into our advance base depot at Gulfport. The cold 
snow af New England was gone, and we were say
ing they could blow it out their bugle. We were 
deUc;ilited with the South despite a brisk breeze that 
cut into us as we left the train. We were pleased 
with sunshine and the freshness of green grass and 
sand. And already we were ready for more scuttle
butt as to where we would be going next. Would 
we shove off here, or would we go west? You could 
have had money on either. 

Then again there were liberty, women, and liq
uor, more organization, more shifting of personnel. 
a pleasant holiday trip to a rifle range in a pine 
forest. The enjoyment of this trip was overshadowed 
by the knowledge that it could not lasl We knew 
we must move on. But in the meantime we smelled 
the salt aJr of the Gulf of Mexico, beard the soft, easy 

drawl of the South, sa.w tall-colwnned homes, and 
experienced southern hospitality. 

Again it came time to move, once more In the 
rain and the night, but this time everybody had a 
pullman berth in cars that had no resemblance to 
the "cattle cars" that brought us from Davisville. 

During the night we rushed through New Orleans 
and across the MississippI and awoke next morning 
amid bayous and swamps deep with jungle mystery. 
We saw palmettos. We saw hWldreds of live-oaks, 
bearded and gray with Spanish moss. Then we 
were out of the swamps and climbing northwest 
toward Texas. At Shreveport a. young girl gave 
some of the boys her address when the train 
stopped. She wanted letters from overseas. 

TeJ:as was monotonous and vast, olive tan and 
gray with sagebrush, cactus, and dry earth. Texas 
was cotton country, English walnut and pecan coun· 
try, oil country with derricks mushrooming out of 
acre after acre of land. Texas was wild and civilized 
with wide thoroughfared cities seemingly hewn from 
sunbaked earth and slone. Dallas, Fort Worth, and 
El Paso; then a nighttime trip of New Mexico, and 
on into Arizona: glorious sunshine, palm trees, and 
stucco at Tuscon, huge yellow oranges at Phoenix: 
then Yuma and a gihnpse 1n10 Mexico. At last for 
the Californians there was home soil, desert and bar
ren though it was. There was disappointment for 
men of the East expecting a Chamber of Commerce 
California. Then came daylight and breakfast in Los 
Angeles. We were in California. We were in the 
semi-tropical paradise of the West, the artificial front 
gardens of a coastline. Easterners were no longer 
disappointed. Oranges were growing, yellow and 
beautiful. Trees were green. Orchards stretched for 
miles across irrigated valley aiter Irrigated valley. 
Snow-<=apped mountains rose up in the east, and we 
were reminded of the magnificent sunsets and sun
rises in the barren hills of Texas and Arizona. 



i: 

II 
Entrance to USN rifle nDIJ8 III • Mlaaisstppl pine fonst. 

Pm Hueneme, Calif. 

last we were at that unaTonouncable place, Port 
Hueneme, and we were rea< y for ille in those glori
fied CUlverts, the Quonset huts, surrounded by state
ly rows of eucalyptus trees foreboding our next des
tination. Eucalyptus trees are Indigenous to Aus
tralia. 

Then came a mad rush for liberty, for leave so the 
Californians could visit their families. Californians 
argued that they should have leave because they 
were close to home. Easterners and Mid-westerners 
argued just as logically that if Californians got it, 
they, too, should have it because they had never 
seen California. All of us got it for thirty-eight 
hours. We saw Hollywood and the movie stars, the 
Pacific, the orchards and valleys of California, the 
stuccoed ctties and sandy beaches. 

Back in camp again we waited. We took sneak 
hips down to the docks to look at Uberty ships and 

Amid fears of seasickness, sUbmarines, SharkS, an 
the first awesome mystery of the deep blue PacifJc, 
we headed westward. In broad daylight we watched 
the tanned shore of California pull away from us, 
and gradually we knew we were on our way. Ad
vance tratning was over. W e had our assignment 

The ship plowed along, and some few stomachs 
became Wlsettled. Men were crowded into the holds 
to get setlled in folding bunks, five high. There was 
adjustment to life belts and two meals a day. There 
was waiting for the Dutch voice to say, "The cluck 
vill be set beck tonight tweIf minules. II ThEK"e was 
the grunting and snorting of "Susanna's a Funny Old 
Man" over the loud speaker. There were long hours 
of sitting in the b listering sun at the rails watching 
flying fi sh sail into the whitecaps ' of bluing blue 
waves, royal blue waves. There was wonder at the 
constant squirm of the sea, !he mystery and vastness 
of ii, the inky blackness of it at night, the soul-sUr
ring sunsets, the loneliness of windbeaten nights, 
the srnell of salt air, and the peacefulness stretching 
to the circle of horizon. 

There was excitement when the first whales 
spouted and the schools of porpoise b obbed lUte 
finned sea serpents. There was excitement with anti
aircraft practice and the deafening roar of the guns. 
There were homesickness and desire for companion
ship at night sessions with the battalion band. Re
membering our families, we wrote letters that would 
not be mailed for days. 



There was much commotion when ribald cere

mony changed hundreds of pollywogs to shellbacks, 

following the ancient tradition of the sea as we 

crossed U-Ie equator_ There was banging from every 

vantage polnt when the first palm-studded tropical 

islands. were sighted and passed. There were ex

citement and expectancy when our ship circled for 

a day; there was scuttlebutt of prowling submarines. 

• • • THE COAST OF AUSTRALIA WAS SIGHTED 
And finally the greatest excitement of all came 


when the coast of Australia was sighted All of us 


were topside peering toward land. beautiful land. 


welcome land. A long journey was over. At last 


" . we were nearing Brisbane. our firsl stopping place. 

After lying all night just outside the mouth of the 

Brisbane River. we wete topside again as we sailed 

up the river and to porl Land never looked more 

belmtlful. Trees were green and blossominq with 
their roots deep in solid earth. The s!ranqeness and 

newness of Australia were inviting us to explore 
them and make them a part of our knowing of the 

world. 
At the dock, American cigarettes were tossed to 

wharfmen in exchange for Australian pennies, big 

as half dollars. 
Packs did not seem too heavy when we landed 

and marched to Doomben Race Track: for our first 

staging, our first expeiience in tents, our first ex
perience wHh Queensland monsoons, our first ex

perlence with army chow. 

Doc:Jdnq In Brisbane. Lud never looked more beautiful. 



AUSTRALlA 


". 

~ 

u,~1f( ~OO 
1f TO CAM ... 

,Nmost at once we were busy building our camp. 
Camp Seabee, on Eagle Fann Road, beyond the 
American Army slockade and the Australian CCC 

Camp. Our camp was ready withIn ten days, and 
we moved into iI. Our flrst actual work was done, 
standing visibly a prelude to greater work to come. 
Artisans were at their trades and happy. 

Then there was the firslliberty and the adJusbnent 
to left-sided travel in the country down under. 

There were new customs and new slang to learn. 
We had to learn to say, ''R!ght-O'' or "Good on 
you" instead of "O.K." There were new people 
to meet, people much like ourselves with an English 
accent, pjoneertng people llke we had been, people 

with vast areas of Wldeveloped country. There were 
tropical trees. poincianas. eucalypts, and the strang
est of marsupials, koala hears, kangaroos. wallabies, 
platypuses, rlngtan OJ>()SSUmS. 

We took boat trips to Lone Pine, train and bUB 
, . 

trips to Red Cliff. Sandgate, Ipswich. Coolanqatta, 
Toowoombei. Gympie, Sycbiey, and we were de
lighted that we could pronoWlce the worde derived 
from the language of the aboriq1nles. We qlet Aus
sie Qirls and Diggers, We danced at the Trocadero. 

CocOnut Grove, City Hall. <Antwell'a. We learned 
the, Jolly Miller and .the Gypsfe Tap. We crowded 
the pubs and milk hare. We found ely qroq markets 
.and the streets of midnlght amusements. Many of 

us visited the Russian's. We bought monsierlo de
Usclos, pawpaws, pineapples, passion fruil We 
went to horse races and watched the horses run 
clockwise instead of counter-clockwise. 

We built an advance base depot, a mine depot 
a hospital, worked a sawm1ll. and built many warEt 

nouses in and around Brisbane. We became Bris

bane commandos. fighting the battle of Brisbane. 
Then came the days when Company A left for 

Merauke, Dutch New Guinea; Company D left for 
Milne BaYi the lost platoon of Company B left for 
Port Moresby; and finally Company · C left Lor Palm 
Island just out from Townsville. We were bullcUng 
docks, radio stations, PT boat bases, seaplane bases, 
hospitals, mine depots. supply bases. Company A 
was beinq bombed: Company D was In mud. rain, 
malaria country; the lost platoon of Company B was 
being forgotten; ' Company C was In sunshine; rec
ords were being established to be bragged about 
when the companies got together again. Company 
A had been to Merauke; Company Chad leamed 
how to play baseball; Company D had learned how 
to work In spite of malaria: Company B was split up 
and . confused: Headquarters was the scapegoat of 
all the companies. 

Projects were. completed, and all oompanies rEt 

turned to Camp Seabee with souvenirs and tall tales. 
Even the lost platoon was remembered. and taken off 
its station force duties. Everyone got seven-day 
leave. Most of us went to Sydney, to King'S Cross. 
and Bondi Beach, and came back bragging about 
how much more we had done and seen than anyone 
else had Sydney was a dly as fine as our own 

ciUes. The people were friendly. 
Finally, after weeks of speculation and scuttlebutt. 

we surrendered CamP Seabee and BrIsbane with Its 
memOJies and broken hearts to the CBMU unlt and 
our relief. We boarded two Uberty ships and sailed 
northward out beyond the Great Banier Reef and 

into the Coral Sea. 

..' 

-




China. Stralts 

NEW GUINEA BOUND 

Again we were aboard ship watching the flying 

£,ish, blistering in the sun, wondering where we were 
going. Finally, we knew we were supposed to be 
g oing to Jautefa Bay at Humboldt Bay. We knew 
fighting and danger were there, at Hollandia, Cy
clops. and Sentanl Lake. We were excited. We 
were eager to get there. 

But plans go awry, and journeys lengthen. We 
passed through the China Straits, passed Milne Bay 
and got a distant view of Company D's job of Kana 
Kopa. We went on to Oro Bay where we thought 
we were joining our convoy; then there were nine
teen long and monotonous days of lying at anchor. 
Clothes got dirty, beards grew long, trouse.s lost their 
legs, skins tanned or turned yellow with atabrine, 
dispositions soured, reading material became ex
hausted. What the hell had happened? Why did 
we not move? 



Then the Army sent a fleet of ducks au! to take 

us ashore. We got away from the monotony of 

watching amateur fishermen catch sharks. barracuda. 

sea bass. cdtflsh. We got away from our own staled 

thoughts, away to the beach and the coconut trees. 

We saw Ymae women. Red Cross women. who 


_--_We took 

fed. us punch, crackers. and donuts. 


truck: rides through fog-thick dust to Buna, out the 

Kokoda and Santaoanta Tralls. We saw great fields 

of tall kun.a.l grass and jungle laced. together with 

clinging vines. We saw bomb craters. deserted fox

holes and pillboxes. We saw the waste of Maggot 

Beach. We saw beheaded palm trees and found the 

lacework of lungle trails where fighting and death 

had been. We saw rows of white wooden crosses 

marking American graves. We were following in 

the wake of war. 


" 
The Army sent a Deet of ducks out to take us ashore. 

of . ilia·· SOlithw9sIPaauCVidf. welmew that sffff 
fighting was going on at Sidle. We were given a 
de:1dline for unloading, and every man was assigned 
to long hours of duty. e mptying the holds, barging 
materials and suppUes to the shore. Then we were 
given a day ashore. 

We hltch-hlked or just plain hiked over to Hol
landia or the airstrip. We saw pUes of abandoned 
Japanese supplies. We smelled the musty odor 01 
decaying rice and dried fish. We saw hillsides pock
marked with fO)l:holes and ravaged by gunfire. We 
SilW Seabees already at work while flghting was st iLL 



We saw Yankee women. Bed Cross 
women who fed us punch. crackezs. 

and donuts. 

ON TO 


First fresh water bath In a month. 

HUMBOLDT BAY 

going on just over the hills. We knew our first red 
alert of the journey. We saw the small and friendly 
natives among the ruins of Hollandla 

When our LSTs came we made our deadline 
loacllng them; then Companies A and B with sec
tions 01 Headquarters went on to the Sehoul ens. 
While the other companles sat in the bay. Noah's 
record of forty days and forty nights on water was 
exceeded. We watched eagerly and avidly for news 
bulletins which told the story of progress in the 
Schoutens. 



ARRIVAL AT 


MIOS WOENDI 


Finall , after for -six da s on the wa we were 
~l on los oen i neat i 0 rou~ of the 

choutens. Our island was a mere llyspeC on the 
Pacific, weH protected by coral reef. First impres
sions were the typical romantic ones developed in 
the Dorothy Lamour movies. But ashore, romance 
was lost amonq centipedes, land crabs, spiders, liz
ards, hermit crabs, and skin diseases, amonq rain 
and mud, long chow lines in the rain while we fed 
what seemed to be the whole Navy. 

There were days when rain stopped and the sun 
came out making us wish it would rain aqain to 
smother the heat. We searched the junqle for per
sonal belonginqs pUed hurriedly everywhere be
cause boats had to meet a deadl ine of eight hours 
and get out of port. We found matedals a.nd supplies 
scattered and b roken but mostly usable. Tents were 
hurriedly set up In sand, under coconut trees_ 

Bulldozers began scraping up roads on a seashel 
base. W ells were dug, a sick bay was set up. Offi
ces lined Inland Road at the corner of Back Bay 
Drive. BOQs went up along the beach of Back Bay 
Drive. Foxholes were dug and used occasionally 
during nightly alerts. The sounds of fighting on 
Blak mingled with the sounds of construction on 
MI'i S Woendi. 

Gradually, as the jobs assigned to each company 
were In progress, our own conveniences began to 
appear, showers, screened-in heads, tent decks, scrub 
decks, a screened-In galley and mess trays, ice 
water, movies, occClslonally beer and coca col~s. 



There were days when we had time 01 
to visit Pia, Auki, Biak. and Ow:i and sei 
battlegrounds, and barter with the natives 
We waded out to the rim of the reef anc. 

. found seashells and ca1eyes and madt 
jewelry. We bathed in the salt water anc 
sat along the beach in the moonlight a 
nights. We came to know the beauty 0 

the island despite OUT reason for inhabit 
ing it We visited the thatched-hut vil 
lages of the natives and brought bad 
drums, carvings, stirring paddles, wover 
mats, coconut ladles. Japanese invasior: 
money, and we often left the natives bet. 
ter dressed in Gf issue than we were 
• ? 

Chow line In the mud. We seemed to be feedInq the whole Navy. 



.,. 

WHArHrI~ 
t ~I,tATE$ 

Two months and a hal! after we arrived on the island Ollr 

job was completed, but before it. was done. scuttlebutt became 
widespread that we wcre not going'home after an. For weeks 
we were depressed waiting for the answer, but the job was 
only one for Company C at Hollandia. While the C Company 
bo 5 were awa the 1'8St of us did odd . oba about the island 
and were J'esponsible for stevedoring after e peclalist Sea
bees left. 

Christmas came with its packages from home. An artifi
cial Christmas tree was raised among the cocoanut trees. 
Christmas lights blinked for a time, and legal and illegal brews 
helpe>d us to forget that this was still another Christmas whic.h 
we were not spendinll:' at home. 

Then came New Year's Janua I, 1946. and with it our " 
ship at nst. ur fll£test record or oa ng ",1lS esta ~u~-,· '" 

and we moved out of the anchorage of our island•....:r!le·'Uland . 
was alive with rugged Yankee civilization: electric' lights, re
frigerators, radios, movies, graded ruads, automobiles, aU alien 
to the fictional romance of the islands. We bad built clt;'this . . 
base from which invasions were started. this base at whi~" . . _.,~ 
ships and war planes licked tbeir woa.nds and oNsted. ,Wi~ lew,...,r'·-
,regrets we left it in the hands of oth~ . '-:. "'-:-:. 

, 

. . ;, 
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\ 
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,. 
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 

Headquarters Company has had 
the problem of furnishing per~ 
sonnel for all companies on de-
tached duty in addition to carry
ing on the necessary duties of 
battalion headquarte rs. When 


the companies went to the forward areas, Head

quarters sent cooks, bakers, survey parties, clerical 

workers, arid hospItal corpsmen along with them so 

they could work as independent units. 


Headquarters has been responsible for adminis

trative duties, for procuring and distributing supplies, 

for mainta1nlng battalion records and reports. for 

mail service, for ship's service and ship's store 

dUties, for running the transportation department and 

maintaining equipme.nt, for feeding the men, for 

safeguardIng health, for maintaining telephone and 


) 	 public address systems. for planning and designing 
construction work, for handling a library and recre
ation hall, for clerical work, and for all the necessary 
service duties of a military and construction organI
zation. HEADQUARTERS OFFIGES, GAMP SEABEE 

,Headquarters remained In Brisbane for thirteen 
months and became the "Brisbane Commandos" to 
the other companies. BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA . 

D. Abbotl M. Alp.1I C. Andraw. A. Aul'11 E. IluOow H. a.ani'lhl H. B.rqar C. Bo",.tedl 
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COMPANY A 

Company A was first to go on 
detached duty. When the com
pany arrived at its job site. Me
rauke. Dutch New Guinea. Jap
anese planes greeted the men 
with bombs. Recreation equip. 

The dock at Merauke.. 

ment, ammunition, tent decks, and a truck were hit, 

but none of the men was injured. While awaiting 

the arrival of dock materials. the company COD


structed an airstrip in eight days. for which they 

earned the praise of army officials. One man earned 

d citation for acllon in which a boat was saved from 

burning and endangering the lives of men. 


When materials did arrive, a large dock was com

pletedj than after one more bombing, the company 

moved on to Calms, Queensland, Australia, and con

structed an escort base before returning to Brisbane 

for rest leave. 


1l On the battalion's most recent assignment Com
pany A's major assignment was the construction of 
a dock and a jetty, finger piers, road construction, 
erection of steel and arch rib buildings, and erection 
of a fuel tank farm. 

W. Acbmaoa Q. Ad. J. JLI1mcm -,. JlrcbIb.ld Il. Apla r. Badgu B. BmI. to Ilda 

http:JlrcbIb.ld


COMPANY B 

For over a year scattered loca
tions of projects ne~ssltated 

almost continuous shifting of 
Company B personnel. ~ 
Iy after arrival in Australia. one 
grOUp of men was assigned to 

operate a sawmill at Yandtna, Queensland. Another 
.group constructed a mine depot at Brishme. The 
"lost platoon" built a radio station and port director 
'acUities at Port Moresby. New Guinea. The major 
portion of Company B remained in Brisbane several 
months helping to complete Camp Seabee and to 
establish an advanced b:1se depot. Later, this group 
of men moved to Cairns, Queensland. and built an 
ammunition depot.· 

On the proiect just completed, Company B con
structed the housing facilities for .the Amphibious 

) 	
Repair Base and the Naval Advance Base Unit per
sonnel and constructed a major portion of the steel 
arch rib storehouses. This company was active on 
various other small jobs on the base. 

L. ADd.non B. Bat•• 

y 

Port Moresby• 

C. KJouaeM. Cat•• .. Hots.l 	 1.. Bode,. C. Bowden O. B••ntls•• 



COMPANY C 

After comple ting several 
buildings at Camp Sea
bee and assisting with 
construction of a mobile 
hospital at Camp Hlll, 
Company C went for

ward to Townrnlle. Queensland. and Palm Island. 

The major project, a seaplane base, was constructed 

at Palm Island. and a hospital was built in Towns

ville. Both jobs were completed In record time, and 

~mpany returned to Brisbane for rest leave. 

The Palm Island -assignment was the choicest af all 

battalion asSignments. 


At the battalion's last job location, Company 

C had diversified jobs including construction or a 

';eaplane base, a hospital, a recreation hall, and a 


) , 	 theater in collaboration with Company A. In addi The seaplane base at Palm Island. From an oriqinai palntin'il by a 
tion, the company supplied supervision fOt the bat member of Company C. 
talion armory and the camp guards. After the com
pletion of these projects Company C was sent back 
to Hollandia to aid other construc1ion battalions on 
projects there. 


Company C has been outstanding in athletics. 

It was awarded the winner's trophy in the Battalion 

softball tournament 


L Jldolpb M. AIle" A. J\.ndeuOD Ii. And.NOD J. ADd.nOll E. Aa.cbrao" S. Ardbaum B. AubreT 
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COMPANY D 

Company D arrived at lis 1irst 
job slte at Kana Kopa on Milne 
Bay only a few days after the 
Battle of Milne Bay. From the 
very beginning, the company 
~ncountered difficulties of rain, 

mud, alerts, and malaria. This was the worst of all 
fob sites assigned to the battalion, and Company 0 
had more cases of malaria than all the other com
panies put together. 

Company 0 completed a Motor Torpedo Boat base 
at Milne Bay and completed an addition to a similar 
base at Moroha, New Guinea, before returninq to 
Camp Seabee for much needed rest leave. Time 
was needed for recuperation before goinq out on 
the next assignment. 

On ilie lob lust completed,. in addition to mIscel
laneous odd jobs, Company D constructed another 
Motor Torpedo Boat base and assisted.wllli the Naval 
Asiyance Base Unit Job. A small deian of men was 
sent to a nearby island to build port director 
facilities. 

Company D's camp at Kana Kopa. 

MOna Bay. 

11. au.. H. Jla4_ 0. .,.. ,. Anulo £. JWd.,. M. Altezburr D. Banurd J. a.n 



55th Naval Construction Battalion 

12 Dec 1942 

16 Jan 1943 
19 Jan 1943 

06 Feb 1943 
09 Feb 1943 

05 March 1943 

24 Mar 1943 

01 May 1943 

08 May 1943 

11 May 1943 

23 May 1943 

10 June 1943 

20 Jun 1943 

02 Jul 1943 

06 Jul 1943 

Chronology 

The 55th U.S. Naval Construction Battalion was commissioned at 
the Naval Construction Training Center (Camp Endicott), 
Davisville, Rhode Island. Commander Jay S. Leland, CEC, 
USNR, was officer in charge. 
The battalion departed from Davisville by train. 
The 55th NCB arrived at the Advance Base Depot (ABO), 
Gulfport, Mississippi. At Gulfport the unit underwent advanced 
military training. 
The battalion entrained for California. 
The 55th NCB alTived at the ABO, Port Hueneme, California. At 
Hueneme the battalion underwent further training and was 
outfitted for its overseas assignment. 
The 55th NCB, consisting of 26 officers and 1019 enlisted men, 
boarded the Dutch cargo ship S.S. Sommelsdyk in Hueneme 
harbor and set sail for the Pacific Theater of Operations. 
The battalion arrived at Brisbane, Australia. Almost immediately 
after debarking, it moved to Eagle Farm, about 5 miles northeast 
of Brisbane, and began to build its camp, appropriately named 
"Camp Seabee." This camp was later used as a staging area for 
other construction battalions in the Soutwest Pacific. 
Company A, consisting of 4 officers and 233 enlisted men, left 
Brisbane for Merauke, Dutch New Guinea. 
Company A arrived at Merauke. Its principal duty there was to 
construct aPT-Boat base. 
Company 0, consisting of 4 officers and 219 enlisted men, left 
Brisbane for Milne Bay, British New Guinea. 
Company 0 arrived at Kana Dopa on the south side of Milne Bay 
to construct PT Advance Base Six. 
A detachment of Company B, consisting of one officer 70 
enlisted men, departed from Brisbane for Port Moresby, British 
New Guinea. 
The detachment of Company B alTived at Port Moresby to build a 
radio station and port director's facilities. 
Company C, consisting of 4 officers and 235 enlisted men, 
departed from Brisbane for Townsville, Australia, and nearby 
Palm Island. About half the company stopped at Twonsville to 
unload, store, and then transship the company's construction 
supplies. 
A detachment of 2 officers and 122 enlisted men from Company 
C alTived at Palm Island to construct a seaplane base. 



Mar 1943-Apr 1944 

24 Sept 1943 

26 Sept 1943 

02 Oct 1943 

06 Oct 1943 
25 Oct 1943 

28 Oct 1943 

02 Nov 1943 
11 Dec 1943 

16 Dec 1943 
17 Dec 1943 

19 Dec 1943 
27 Dec 1943 

03 Feb 1944 
06 Feb 1944 
19 Mar 1944 

23 Mar 1944 

05 Apr 1944 

07 Apr 1944 

28 Apr 1944 

31 May 1944 
08 Jun 1944 

Battalion headquarters remained at Brisbane. Most of Company 
B also remained in the Brisbane area, where these Seabees 
constructed a mine depot, a naval hospital, additional barracks at 
Camp Seabee, and an advance-base construction depot, along 
with smaller projects. 
A detachment of Company D, consisting of one officer and 45 
enlisted men, left Kana Kopa, New Guinea, for Port Moresby. 
The detachment of Company D arrived at Port Moresby to assist 
the detachment of Company B with the projects under 
construction there. 
Company A left Merauke, Dutch New Guinea, for Cairns, 
Australia. 
Company A arrived at Cairns to build Escort Base One. 
The detachment of Company C at Palm island began rejoining 
shipmates at Townsville, where Company C was initiating 
constructionof two naval hospitals. 
The main body of Company D departed from Kana Kopa, New 
Guinea, for Australia. 
Company D arrived back at Brisbane for rest and recuperation. 
The detachment departed, taking 20 men from Company B with 
it. 
This group arrived back at Brisbane. 
Company C, having finished construction of two naval hospitals, 
departed from Townsville, Australia. 
Company C arrived back at Brisbane for rest leave. 
A detachment of Company B, consisting of 2 officers and 49 
enlisted men, left Brisbane for Cairns, Australia, where it was 
assigned to build ammunition storage facilities. 
Company A departed from Cairns. 
Company A arrived back at Brisbane for rest leave. 
The detachment of Company B at Cairns, having completed its 
assignment, departed for Brisbane. 
The detachment of Company B arrived back at Brisbane for rest 
leave. 
The 40 men from Company B at Port Moresby, New Guinea, set 
sail for Australia. 
The detachment of Company B arri ved back in Brisbane for rest 
leave. 
The 55

th 
NCB, consisting of26 officers and 989 enlisted men, 

boarded several liberty ships and set sail from Brisbane, 
Australia, for a forward area of Dutch New Guinea. 
The battalion arrived at Hollandia, Dutch New Guinea. 
Companies A and B with part of Headquarters Company, 
consisting of 16 officers and 485 enlisted men, left Hollandia on 
LST's for Mios Woendi Island, near Biak in the Schouten Islands. 

2 




11 Jun 1944 

12 Jun 1944 
14 June 1944 
Jun - Dec 1944 

25 Sept 1944 

27 Sept 1944 

30 Dec 1944 
31 Dec 1944 

01 Jan 1945 

21 Jan 1945 

14 Apr 1945 

Companies C and D with the remainder of Headquarters 

Company, consisting 11 officers and 500 enlisted men, left 

Hollandia on LST's for Mios Woendi. 

The battalion's first echelon arrived at Mios Woendi. 

The second echelon arrived at Mios Woendi. 

Most of the battalion remained at Mios Woendi, constructing 

operating and repair bases for PT boats, repair facilities tor 

landing craft, a seaplane base, and a naval hospital. 

Company C, consisting of 3 officers and 175 enllsted men, 

departed from Mios Woendi. 

Company C arrived at Hollandia to assist construction battalions 

stationed there with projects. 

Company Cleft Hollandia. 

Company C arrived back at Mios Woendi and rejoined the 

battalion's main body. 

The 55th NCB, consisting of 22 officers and 794 enlisted men, 

boarded the Norwegian transport S.S. Torrens for return to the 

continental United States. 

The battalion arrived at the Construction Battalion Replacement 

Depot (Camp Parks), Pleasanton, California. 

The 55th Naval Construction Battalion was decommissioned at 

Camp Parks. 
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