
4th O.p. 


.2M Imlmmat igDIGTG_ - Norfolk~left Norfolk 5 Jun'42) 
A1Ul --. - I!lJ.enf'me . L~ft ABO - 26 Dee'43 

"R.e.aq Date ~. l.5 JUl\t 42 Af .Locpt ion - ..JIe&JLl-~-t~1w't) 

Lef~J.BY - Abo~ YL.Jun'42 (:Bremerton...le' Jun'4~) ~ Okinawa 

~t1[nation - nut~h Har~ 


toG 

6-8-42 - 4th Olheche4ul.ed for Dutch HfJl.rbor. to leAve seattle around 13 Jun'42 with I? 
off1cers and 10'71 181. 

a-1M3 - 4th OJ 411ferted from Rueneme while en route, ordered to Se~ttlll! for emberk:9ttnn. 
9-10-42 - 70 mea in CB ratings requested for the 4th O~ (Sent from Norf~lk via Hueneme 

11 se,p.). 
11-13-4a... 14 an from the 4th transterred to AlSecbp.s$ for ere,., operating noetblg dry d.cr~J(. 
4-30-41 - lat !rig. report - 4th OB 18 complete at Dutch Harbor NOB. 
6-26-43 - 4th OJ now at Camp Parks for reat and. recuperation. 
8-24-43 ... 1 

• 

r.rt ... 4th 0:8 left Datch Harbor 10 Jun'43 and ~;ri~~..2~~p_J'~"~.ts. 

ltr to Bupers dtd 
13-38-43- 4tb OJ U,art.4 .d1) ~ Dec'43. (lfB[) 
1-2.8.-.44 - 4th 08 fU'''I'ind Pearl Harbor 2 Jan'44. To be ~aeigned constrnetbn :at MoanqhltC 

OB cemp. (Cept .. Porter's ltr to Adm. Morell dtd 4 JAn t 44) 
3-6-44 - 4th ~ loeate4 at Mo8J1e-lu.a. !!I.H .. aceord.ing to 2nd Br~. ,.e:oort of 21 J::;n'44. 
3-7-44 - 4t.h OJ; locat.e4 at Moanalua. - 203 lIlen are at Red Hill and 43 at John ilodger~ Air

p?rt • (31 J!!d'l' 44 report) 
4-19-44 - 1 Mar'," rftport ... opera.t1ng at MOaD.&l~.• 

I 

http:locat.e4
http:1-2.8.-.44
http:ri~~..2~~p_J'~"~.ts
http:Olheche4ul.ed
http:Lef~J.BY


 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

4th Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    

Historical  
Information 



From th- ChronologtcAl History of the 1st Brigade: 

5 Jul t 42 - 4th OD arrIved Dutch Harbor from U.S. 
9 Jun t 43 - 4th CB left D.H. for U.S. 

(Oom 17 Sec. 1\r lfD17/Al3-1/L7 o..,er 50/Zb o ......r Bet" 00ge 
to ~oeks dtd 6 50"1'44) 

12-14-44 

4th C.:9. 

5-12-44 - 1 .Apr_ 44 report - o'Perat ing at Moanal'tlEl Ridge. 
5"16-44 - 4th C! 8.s8tcned to 26th Reg. (SS) 
7-"7-44 - 1 Jtm. I 44 report of 4th <m - operating at MOAnlitl'llfl 
8... 9-44 - 4U.. C-'B ..cured from construction work on. 17 Jun'4 

month hal engaged in a military training program 
8- 9-44 - 7th Reg. 1 Ju1 t 44 report - the 4th OB 18 expected 

euIT in Jul' 44. 
8-15-44 - 0 fftefft's end men of 4th CB ordered detached from i 

and ordered t~l'VS1rtu. to 5th Brig. for dut)".(OlnC 
over P16-3 (zl:O :.&a.te1 to Comdr. Bowe) 

10-17-44 - 1 Sepl44 report' of 4th CB - Det8ched from 2nd ]~, 
26th Reg. and 5th Brig. 31 Aug144. In J~1y. the,l 
struotion work: in .,rf'lp8,re.tion for embarkRtion; U1 

rou.te to a forwarti area. ' 
10-25-44 - 1 Sept44 report of 5th Bri~. - 4th CB lpnded on ~ 

1U-27-44 - ACCNOAGUA departed Guada.1cenrl 19 Oct 144 +",,::- SFP' 
33. off. F1nd 795 men. (ComGen Arri:Iy fo rees G'Uc.d.a.lc~ 
ComGon SE'.IlFran I C,mGen SoPnc - call No. 1:3878 N01 

10-30-44 - 1 Oct'44 repcrt of 4th CB - oper~ting on Orote p~ 
26th Reg. 

11-11-44 	--The 4th CB is located at f'r"1I"'M. (Is. Com. S~C. nine' 
o.td 6.Hov '44). CB . t 'Jt!.th 1:,11-30-44 --1 NoV' 44 report r,f 4th _ c:,~rA.tinp' l"J. C:," .1:,'0 

12-29-44 - 1 Dec'44 report at 4th 0:8 - operating at Guam. F 
5.12-46 - Oomservpao requ~et8 that the 4th OB be reoutfittE 

TWX 100152 May' 46 to OinO ABeD DUVA)~, l' 

http:G'Uc.d.a.lc


4th c:aLoc.::U on -	~ 

1-29-45- The 4th CB is loce.ted liorth ~.st of Af;'::<.t. GuaIn. (5th Brg;. W!!T Di~17 1 D~~ '4L1· thru 
31 Dec '44). 

1-30-45 - 1 Jan l 45 report of the ~th CB - located on Guam. Report endorsed by 26th Reg. 
2-36-45 _ 1 Feb'45 report of the 4th OB - looMed on GUAm. Report endorsed by 85th Reg. 

3-29-45 - 1 Mar'45 report of the 4th 0:8 - 10caUon no~ gi'ftm. 
4-10-46 - The 4th CB is located HE of Agat(Guam) (5th Erg. War Diary for 1 Feb to 28 Feb I 45). 
4-16-45 _ 4th OB is located N.E. of Agat and 1& attached to the 26th Reg. ( 5th Erg. War 

Diary of 1 Apr'46) 
4-17-45 - 1 AprM5 rey'lort of 4th on - located at Guam. hdorled b,. 26th Reg & 5th Brig. 
5-12-45 _ Oomservpa.c requests tbat the 4th 0:8 be reoutfitted by 10 Jun'45. (Comservpl?c TI'iX 

100152 M~145 to OinO ABCD DUVA) 
. 5-16-45 _ 1 MqI 45 report of the 4th CB - locat ion not given. Report routed via the 26th 

Reg. end 5th Brg.
6-14-45 _ 	 Upon departure Guam in accordance with shipping instr to be issued. 4th C3 d6

_ 


tached from 5th Erg and 26th Reg. Froceed in accord with Shippir~ ln9truction~ 

and report to COT APe 331. (Comservpac sec Itr 002557 June to OinO 4th CB)_


7-19-45 _ 	 The 4th OB i8 loading out at present and will probably complete lopdtng on ~. 
about 9 Ju~y. Relieved of all duties with the 5th ~rg pnd 26th Reg and Wi1l~st~nd 
detached on that date to proceed and carry out basic orders. (5th Erg sec l~r 
ser 7708 dtd 7 J~11 to OinO 4th O~--lst end on Oomservpac snd1tr s~r 002557 dt0 

7 June)

7-19-46 _ 1 Ju1.45 report of the 4th CB - located e.t Guam. ~att)\las secured {ro~6t'1/~ I).. n 


9 Jup.e. Preparing to move forward t~ rest of the montn. deport v J eg 
and 5th Erg. 

Loo~tion - Okinawa 	 4th C.B, 

7-~-45 - The 4th C:S is assigned to the 17th Reg and 8th Erg. (C'jT APO ;;C31 sec report 
~a;;i:rent of CB unit s ser 897 <itd 10 July to 1"11 013 pct, 1. vities a.sdgned to 

7-21-,+5 - On or ab0'l~.....13 July Oomdr R.R. Rowe (OinO 4th ~B) is dets,ched from [·11 c.util"s 
assigned ,..u and mi is directed to proceed fai:rtrt"!l1s to the 8th Brg renl)rtin.'" to 
the OinO for temp duty in connection un1o~.ding his bFltt. Upon com-pI of th h" 
temp duty directed to report to CCT APO 331 for duty. (5th Brg "}ec orders ser 
007735 dtd 9 July to Corndr R.R. Rowe) . 

8-6-45 - ~~ !~hO~;)deleted from list of ~.ctivities at Guam. (! sCorn Gu.:':m sec tii Sl'" ')1040f r 

8-18-45 - 1 !i.1~g '45 report of 4th CR, 4th CB embarked frl),m ('r"..l<1'~ 1)f"t"J~€'n 5 & F' 

aad arrived ('1.t Oklnawf'. 2'2 Julv '45


8-23-46 1 Au I 	 • .• 
- g 45 	report of the 17th :Beg - The 4th CB reported to the 17th Beg for dutv 

on 31 JuJ,. '45_ ., 
8-24-45 - 1.Aug '45 repar t of the 5th Brg - !he 4th OB departed for Okinawa, the f .1rst 

section leaving 7 JuJ,. and the 2n4 .ection leaving 11 Jul 
8-27-45 - ~ff!eers &: men of tl:.e 4th CB reported to CCT on l;~ AUf;. -':'0 -Urt.!'.er !'''''":ort. t:, 

\~n\J, 8th Brig for duty in thp. 17th :1.e~•• (COT. 1'.....:.>0;::;;:1 sec end Sf', [J.'?'::;~ at'i 
l.~ A1..lg"l:5 to ('I inC • 4tt DB) • 

. 9- 4-/5~ _ v.,· th 1>~' A
"!: -0'... c¢ e or ... lcer;! &. l~en or the 4th~3 re'lorted to the l?tt 3.?<' ;)l. l ... .;;.::,:-',;:, 

(OinO, 17th :i.€f; .:iec enG. sar 0150 dtc. 18 Aug'':b5 t::-; C.inG, .,;,t.h':::.3~. 
9- 7-45 - 4th CB officers & m~n renorted to the 8th 3r~_F' on 14 Aw'45. Ir~~": :-1-:~~ Cl ':c 

litkf~5rtge8¥€,5. t~tfiiegj .17th Reg. (Ofn·"!. 8t!i 3r::; ~I>C ~;d. £ler :'.-~ ::.. ".:'. 1:: 

9- 7-45 - 4th 0]3 ordered to report to OCT, .APO ;;;:31 for further du-':y. r:,C ~. ·".f.,-, ~r:' ,'':' (: 

end ser 0088 dtd 11 Au~!45 to OinC. 4th CE). 

http:Urt.!'.er
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History of United States Nava~ Construction aattaUon 4 

United States Naval Construction Battalion" was (:ommi!Lsioned at 

the Naval Construction Training Center, Camp Allen, Norfolk, V:Lrginia on 

May 11, 1942. L1eutenantCommander Joseph C. Bronson# CEO \~, USNR 

was the first Officer in Charge. During the next month the: new battalion 

underwent intensive military and construction training at nearby Camp 

Bradford .. Norfolk, Virginia. On June 5, 1942 the battaUor; entrained for the 

Advance Base Depot, Port Hueneme, Cal1forn1a, their ultimate dustinat!on 

belng one of the advanced bases in the PacifiC. However, while on the train 

bound for California, the battal10n was redlrected to Bremerton, Washington. 

When it arrived in Bremerton on June 12, 1942, the battaUon boarded 

ship and on June 29, 1942 salled for Dutch Harbor, Alaska. It W!lS the first 

construction battalion to leave the United States as a untt and thf~ first to be 

stationed 1n either Alaska or the Aleutian Islands. It land~d at Dutch Harbor 
• 

on July S. 1942. 

the construction needs led to the dispersal of the battathln into three 

detachments: one of apprOximately 200 men was sent to Eider Polnt; another 

group of approximately 350 was sent to Unalaska: and the remainder of the 

battalion was quartered 1n the Fort Mears area, Amaknak Island. 

At Eider Point the detachment began constructing a harbor defense 

unit, one of the major items in the U. S. Army's construction program at that 

station. Work on thls project was near completion at the time of the return 

of the battalion to the United States in M.td-1943. The remaining work onth!s 

project was turned over to the Naval Construction Battalion 12. 



At Unalaska Village. the detachment of Seabees olnstructed roads, 

water and sewer systems, a major power plant, a radio st.;JUon, and quarters 

for the U. S. Army. There, also, work continued until the time of the debarkatton 

'of the 4th Battalion for the United States. 

The group at Fort Mears loaded and unloaded cargo'. and huilt a marine 

railway. The men performed salvage work, Including dlvi:lg for the RUSSian 

ship Turksib at Seal Cape. They also repaired ships, lmpt'oved the harbor 

defense, maintained pubUc works, and repaired facilit1es. 

After several months working in the Elder PoInt, Unalask3, and Fort 

Mears areas, the Seabees of the 4th Battalion were given additional assignments 

on c.t her Islands. About 200 men were sent to Adak and Antchitkil Islands for a 

period of about five months. The group on Adak built dock facilities and base 

installations. Those on Amchitka Island worked on the early sta~es of the 

base development program. 

The Seabaes on Amehltka Island underwent the first baptism of ftre 

for the battalion. Japanese aircraft raided the 1sland, but the de.tachment 

suffered no casualties. 

7be construction in the Aleutian Islands was done under the handIcap 

of the extreme weather conditions characteristic of these islands. For their 

distinguished construction services in Alaska and the Aleutians. the battaUon 

receIved letters of commendation from Brigadier General E. B. CaUaday, 
. ' 

Commanding General of the 'Army Forces, F.1. McKenna, Commander, Unalaska 

Subsector, United States Naval Operating Base, and from its own regImental 

commander. 
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On ,May 14, 1943, an advance party of Naval Construction Battalion .. 

sailed for the United States; and the main body sailed on June 10. The men 

arrived at the United States Naval Construction Battalion Replacement and 

Recuperation Center, Camp Parks,' Shoemaker, California, On June 17. They 
. 

were given thirty days leave, after Which they reassembled at Camp Parks 

on July 20 for reorganization and further military training. Personnel changes 

Inc:luded 115 men and 30 officers shIpped to other battalions and 17 officers 

and 257 men transferred In from the Naval Construction Training Center at 

Ca::np Peary, WillIamsburg, Virginia. On August 17, Lieutenant Commander 

Robert R.. Rowe, CEC, USNR, became Officer in Charge, a pos1tion he held 

until October, 1945. 

The battalion left Camp Parks on October 25, 1943 for the Advance 

Bate Depot, Camp Rousseau, Port Hueneme, Cal1fornia, where it underwent 
- ' 

further military training. On December 25, the battalion departed for the 

Port of Embarkation, San Francisco, and two days later boarded the 

General George Q. Squire. The battaUon, numbedng 26 officers and 1,027 

enUsted men, sailed to Pearl Harbor where they arrived on January 2, 1944. 

The prlncipal task for the battalion was the construction of a Seabee 

camp at Moanalua Ridge. In six months the Seabees of the battaUon had 

transformed a field of sugar cane Into an extensive m1l1tary establishment. 

'!'hey bulldozed the ~ane, loaded it into trucks with clam buckets, and haulea~ 

it away. Then they graded the area, built access roads, put up utility Unes, 

and beqan to build. 
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Concrete floors were laid and sewage Unes instalJed. "'{ithin weeks, 

quonset huts and wooden frame batracks began to rise. Tley created a full- . 

fledged camp for housing 19 construction battalions, numhering approximately 

20,000 men and officers. 

In addition to this main assIgnment, several groups of Sl~abees from 

the battalion were placed on detached duty. One such grc1up die: construction 

work for the Second Naval Construction Brigade and anoth~r detc;chment 

completed the Red Hill Camp. On 1uly 24, 1944, after a period of combat 

preparation, ili,e.4th Battalion boarded the troopship SS Afcundrlo bound for 

Guam In the Mariana Islands. Enroute to Guam the ship Ci3rryin~f the Seabees 

put in at the Harbor of Enlwetok, ~arshall Islands.• on August 2, 1944. The 

battalion did not disembark at Eniwetok, and on August 25 the SS Afoundria 

resumed her voyage to Guam. The Seabees reached their destine-tion on 

August 20 and disembarked at Apra Harbor the next day. 

On Guam ~e battalion worked on a variety of projects, among them 

the bulld!ng of United States Naval Base Hospital 18, a naval aJ:.ununit1on 

depot, naval supply depot. naval supply depot gas plants, a naval operating 

base receiving station, a camp for the personnel of the supply depot. a 

medical storehouse depot. and a drum storage area for the supply depot. 

In addition to its major tasks, the battalion built roads, water supply 

and filtering plants, a recuperation camp for-submarine personnel, a swlmmlljg 

pool for Mannes, and a number of small projects such as a tailor shop, a 

cobbler shop, a barbage dump. and even coffins for the base hospital. 
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Although Guam technlcally had been cleared of"Japanese troops before 

the arrival of the 4th BattaU'ln, a !Jreat number of the enemy remained at 

large on the lsland. FoW" ti:nes during their stay on Guam, members of the 

4th Battal10n encountered sntall numbers of these Japanese. On September 13, 1944 

a Seabee sentry fired on thre:e Jape nese who failed to answer his cha Uenge. .He 

klIled one and the others es(:aped. .Again on December 11 a number of the 

enemy were enco~ered in the neighborhood of the battal1ons' ammunition 

depot. Sentries opened fire, killed two and wounded three others, but five, 
" 

including the wounded, escz: ped !r"to the brush. 

A Seabee in the 4th Elattalion was awarded the Purple Heart as a result 

of his being wounded by Jap<!nese ~vho £ired on hIm whUe he was engaged in 

hiS duties on February 9, 1945. P..1s assailants escaped, but on May 26 a 

patrol of the battalion encountered a number of 1apanese in the vicInity of 

the camp and took four prisoners. In the four engagements there was only 

one Seabee casualty inflicted by e:1emy fire••~together. United States forces 

killed or captured more than 8,000 Japanese soldiers during the battal1on's 

stay on Guam. 

The 4th Battalion continued to work on Guam until the Fourth of July, 

1945. On July 5, 1945 the battalion embarked on seven tank landIng ships and 

sailed for Okinawa 1n the Ryukyu Islands., On July 28 the battalion landed at 

Okinawa and was aSSigned to the Seventeenth Naval Construction Regiment of"" 

the Eighth Naval Construction Brigade. 

5 



On Okinawa the battalion worked on improvement and maintenance of 

roads, the building of camp areas, and the cOnstruction of a large ship repair 

depot. In addition, the Seabees built a water supply unit for Baten-Ko .. In 

buUding a telephone system between August 21 and September 5, the men 

of 'the 4th Battalion installed poles for a one-half mile 11ne. 

A number of detachments of the 4th BattaUonwere attached to other 

battalions on the island for a variety of tasks such as constructing piers, 

weter distribuUon systems, camps, and water front faciliUes" '!hey also 

hauled coral for building roads. 

United States Navel Construction Battalion" continued its work on 

Ok.nawa until it was inactivated on October 31, 1945. At that Ume those 

:alen lacking the necessary points for discharge were transferred to Naval 

Coustruct1on Battal10n 112 and eligible men were reassIgned for transfer 

houe and separation from the Navy.. 
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Unlted State. Nevat COQstructlon BattaUoQ. 4 

, Officers in. Ch~rge 

'" 

11 May 42 - 15 Oct 42 Lieutenant CollllMnder Joseph C. Bren.on, e£e, VSNR 

15 Oct 42 - 28 Feb 43 Lieutenant Commander Roger T. Hall, CEC, VSNR 

28 Feb 43 .... 31 Jul 43 Ll~utenant C-9mmanier l-JeU E. K1nge!~', CEe, tTSNR 

31 Jul43 - 17 Aug 43 Lieutenant George V. Gustafson, CEC, USNR, Acting 

17 Aug 43 - .£.12 Oct 45 Commander Robert R .. Rowe, OEC, USNR 

a.12 Oot 45 - 31 Oct 4S Lieutenant Commander Stanley F. Melestd, CEC, USN'R., Act1no 

' ...... , 



Naval Construction Battalion 4 

On May 11, 1942, United States Naval Construction Battalion 4 was established 

at the Naval Construction Training Center. Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia. Lieutenant 

Commander Joseph C. Bronson, CEC, USNR, was the first Officer in Charge. 

During the next month the new battalion underwent intensive military and construction 

training at Camp Bradford, Virginia. On June 5, 1942, the battalion entrained for 

the Advance Base Depot, Port Hueneme, California. However, while the men were 

enroute to Port Hueneme orders were received directing the battalion to report 

to Bremerton, Washington instead. 

On June 29, 1942 the battalion boarded a ship at Bremerton and sailed for 

Dutch Harbor, Alaska. This was the first construction battalion to be stationed 

in either Alaska or the Aleutian Islands. NCB 4 landed at Dutch Harbor on July 

5, 1942. 

Because of the variety of construction needs in Alaska, the battalion was 

employed at three different locations. One detachment of approximately 200 

men went to Eider Point; an~ther detachment of approximately 350 men went to 

Unalaska Village, Unalaska Island, and the remaining ones were quartered in 

the Fort Mears Area, Amaknak Island. 

The Eider Point detachment constructed a harbor defense unit, one of the 

major items in the Army's construction program at that station. Work on this 

project was near completion at the time the battalion departed for the United 

States in June 1943. The remaining work on this project was turned over to 

the Twelfth Nava 1 Constructi'on Regiment. 

The men sent to Unalaska Village were employed in the construction of roads, 

water and sewer systems, a major power plant, a radio station, and quarters for 

the U.S. Army. This work was part of the Army's construction program in this 

section. Here also, work continued until the time the battalion left for the 

United States. 

The men quartered in the Fort Mears Area organized and conducted all phases 

of cargo operations and built a marine railway; and performed salvage and ship 

repair and public works functions. 
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After several months of work in these three sections, about two hundred men 

were sent to Adak and Amchitka Islands where they remained for about five months. 

At Adak the Seabees built dock facilities· and base installations while the men 

at Amchitka were employed in the early stages of the base development program 

on this island. 

The construction performed by NCB 4 in the Aleutian Islands was done under 

the extreme weather conditions characteristic of these islands. For the work 

done by the battalion, it received many letters of commendation from the Army. 

On May 14, 1943, an advance party of the battalion sailed for the United 

States, and the main body sailed on June 10. The main body arrived at the 

United States Naval Construction Battalion Replacement and Recuperation Center, 

Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California on June 17, 1943. 

After their arrival at Camp Parks most of the men were given thirty days 

leave. When they returned the battalion was reorganized and underwent further 

military training. Personnel changes included 115 men and 30 officers transferred 

into the battalion from the Naval Construction Training Center, Camp Peary, 

Virginia. On August 17, Lieutenant Commander Robert R. Rowe, CEC, USNR, relieved 

Lieutenant Commander Bronson as the officer in charge. 

The battalion left Camp Parks on October 25, 1943 for the Advance Base Depot, 

Camp Rousseau, Port Hueneme, California, where it underwent further military 

training. On December 25, the battalion departed for San Francisco, California, 

and two days later it boarded the General George ~ Squire with a complement of 

28 officers and 1,027 enlisted men. The battalion arrived in the Hawaiian Islands 

on January 2, 1944. 

The principal task assigned to the battalion at Pearl Harbor was the 

construction of the Moanalua Seabee Camp. In six months the Seabees of NCB 4 

transformed a field of sugar cane into an extensive military establishment. 

They bulldozed the cane, loaded it into trucks with clam buckets, and hauled it 

away. Then the area was graded, access roads built, utility lines raised, and 

construction started. 

Concrete floors were laid and sewage lines installed. Within weeks, 

quonset huts and wooden frame barracks began to rise. Before the battalion 

departed, the Seabees of Naval Construction Battalion 4 created a full-fledged 

camp capable of housing and serving 19 construction battalions, or approximately 

20,000 officers and men. 

( 
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In addition to the work on the Seabee camp, several detachments of men 

from NCB 4 were on temporary detached duty. One of these groups was assigned 

dock construction work with the Second Naval Constr~ction Brigade while another 

detachment completed the Red Hill Seabee Camp. 

On July 24, 1944, the battalion boarded a troopship bound for Guam in 

the Mariana Islands. Enroute to Guam the ship carrying the Seabees stopped 

in the harbor of Eniwetok, Marshall Islands; however the battalion did not 

disembark at Eniwetok but remained on the ship. On August 25, the troopship 

resumed her voyage to Guam and arrived there on August 30. The battalion 

disembarked the next day. 

On Guam the battalion worked on a variety of projects, such as building 

U.S. Naval Base Hospital Number 18, a naval ammunition depot, a medical storehouse 

depot, and a drum storage area for the Supply Depot. 

In addition to these major assignments, the battalion built roads, water 

supply and filtering plants, a recuperation camp for submarine personnel, a 

swimming pool for the U.S. Marines, and a number of smaller projects which 

included a tailor shmp, a cobbler shop, a garbage dump,and even coffins for 

the base hospital. 

Although Guam had technically been cleared of enemy troops before the 

arrival of NCB 4, there were groups of the enemy still at large on the island. 

Four times during their stay on Guam, members of the battalion encountered small 

numbers of these Japanese. On September 13, 1944 a sentry of the battalion fired 

on three Japanese who failed to answer his challenge, one was killed the others 

escaped. Again on December 11, a number of the enemy were encountered in the 

neighborhood of the battalion!s ammunition depot. Sentries opened fire, 

killed two and wounded three others, but five men, including the wounded, escaped 

into the brush. In addition a member of the battalion was awarded the Purple 

Heart as a result of enemy action on Guam. 

The battalion continued to work on Guam until July 1945. Between July 5 

and July 10 the battalion sailed on seven tank landing ships and arrived at 

Okinawa on July 28, 1945. Immediately after disembarking the battalion started 

to work. 

At Okinawa it worked on improvement and maintenance of roads, the building 

of camp areas, and the construction of a large ship repair depot. In addition, 

it built a water supply unit for Baten·Ko, built a telephone system, and installed 

poles for a one-ha1f·mi1e line. 
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A number of battalion detachments were assigned to other units on the 

island for a variety of tasks, such as the construction of piers and water 

distribution systems, hauling coral for road building, and building camps 

and water front facilities. 

The battalion remained on Okinawa until it was disestablished on October 

31, 1945. At that time those men lacking the necessary points for discharge 

were transferred to Naval Construction Battalion 112 while the men eligible for 

discharge were sent to the United States for processing and release. 

r 
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11 May 42 

6 IUD 42 

13 Iun 42 

29 Iun 42 

5 lui 42 

5 Aug 42 

6 Jan. 43 

27 Ian 43 

14 May 43 

9 lui 43 

17 Iun 43 

Chronology . 

United States Naval Construction Battalion 4 

Un.ited States Naval Construction Battalion «1 was activated 
at Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia. The battul10n tloved 
to nearby Camp Bradford, Norfolk, Virginia. 

After completing advanced military and conEtruction training 
at Camp Bradford, the Seabees departed for the Pert of 
Embarkation at Bremerton. WashIngton. 

the battal10n arrived at Bremerton. 

Naval Construction Battalion 4 sailed from Bremer::tn. 

The battalion arrived at Dutch Harbor, Ala sta. Approx
Imately 250 men were sent to Eider Point where th:lY worked 
on harbor defenses. 350 men went to Unalaska Village where 
they worked on a camp and radio station for thf:> Army, while 
the remainder of the battalion was stationed in tb<:- Fort 
Mears area, Amaknak Island where the men engagfNl in cargo 
operations and the building of a marine raUHay. 

200 men from the main body of the battalion were :ient to 
Adak and Amchitka Islands where they worked on Lase

•facililles for the U.S. Army. 

55 men of Naval Construction Battalion 4 left Dutch Harbor. 

The 55 men from Dutch Harbor arrived on Amch1tka Island 

where they Joined in the work on the U.S. Army facilities. 


The advance part of Naval Construction Battalion 4 departed 

from the Aleutian Islands for Camp Parks, Shoemaker, 

California. 


The main body of the battalIon· left the Aleutlans fot Camp 
Parka. . 

Naval Construction Battal!on 4 arrived at Camp Parks where 

the men of the battalion were given leave. Upon expiration 

Clf the leaves the battallon began reout!itting and training 

for another overseas aSSignment. 




2S Oct 43 

26 Oct 43 

26 Dec 43 

27 Dec 43 

2 Jan 44 

Jun-Jul44 

24 Jul 44 

2 l\ug 44 

2S Aug 44 

30 Aug 44 

31 Aug 44 

Sap 44 -
Jul 45 

The Saabeen departed from Camp Parks for Port Hueneme, 
Ca1!fernia. 

Naval Cons7Uctlon Ba~llon 4 arrived at Port Hueneme. 
There the StJabees began fwther advanced technica 1 and 
military training. 

The battalion entrained at Port Hueneme and departed for 
San Fnulcis(:o, California. 

Seabees of Naval Construction Battalion 4 arrIved at 
San Franclsc:o. 

The battal1O'.l emburked on the General George Q. §quire 
and sailed from San Francisco. 

The General Georq~.Q., Squire arrived at Pearl Harbor in 
the TelTitory of Ha~vail. There the Seabees disembarked 
and were as:;igned the task of constructing the Moanalua 
Seabee Camp. 

The battalion worked at Moanalua converting a cane field 
into a camp to house 20,000 Seabees. One detachment 
of the battallon was assigned to dock construction work 
while another was .3ss1gned to complete the Red Hill Camp. 

Naval Construction Battalion 4 boarded the troopship 
SS Afoundria and s.:tlled from Hawal1. 

The SS Afoundrla arrIved at Enlwetok. Marshall Islands for 
ltaging and the ba1..1al1on remained on the ship. 

Naval Construction Battalion 4 departed Eniwetok. 
I' 

The SS Afoundrla , with Naval Construction Battalion 4 
aboard, arrived at Guam, in the Mariana Islands. 

The Seabees disembarked at Apra Harbor. 

The battaUon operated on Guam buildIng a hospital, an 
ammunition depot, a Naval Operating Base Receiving Statton, ~A 
roads, a recuperation camp, and other facillties. On Guam 
the batta lion had severa1 engagements With Japa nese troops 
end one Seabee was wounded. 
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5 Jul 45 -'Naval Constructlon'BattaUon 4 boarded seven tank landing 

~ shIps and sailed for Okinawa. Ryukyu Islands. 


28 Jut 45 	 The battalion landed On Okinawa where it was assigned to 
the Seventeenth Naval Construction Regiment and the Eighth 
Naval Construction Brigade. 

Jul·-Oct 45 	 Naval Construction Battalion 4 worked on Okinawa constructing 
pIers. water distribution systems. camps. and waterfront 
facUlties. The battalion also built a large ship repair depot 
and a telephone system. 

31 Oct 45 	 Naval Construction Battalion" was inactivated on Okinawa. 

(' 
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Naval Construction Battalion .. 

lIIIrtay 42 4 Aug 42 

4 Aug 42 

28 Feb 43 

28 Feb 43 31 Jul 43 

31 Jul 43 17 Aug 43 

11 Aug 43 Oct 45 

Oct 45 Oct 45 

Harry H. Barnaby 


William H. Herron 


Mack Harold Reed 


Harry H. Barnaby 

Officers in Cbarve' 

Lieutenant Commend .. Joseph C. Bronson 

Lieutenant ColDIIUSnder W.. F.H. Hunter 

LieuteD8llt Commander Roger T. Hall 

Lieutenatal CoDUlUSnder Nell" E. IC1ngsly, 

Ueutenant Georve V. Gustafsoll (acting) 

Lieutenant CoJDJDander Robert R. Rowe 

Lieutenant Stanley F.. Meleski (acting) 

Casualties 

Wounded by Japanese qun fire 

Deceaed; motor vehicle accident 

Deceased; motor vehicle aC~id.nt 

Awards 

'urple Heart 

Commendations 

The units of .. Naval Construction Battalion 4 in Alaska, although 

working under extremely adverse weather c:andlt1ons warranted letters of 

Commendation from their own reqlmental commanders as well as the Commander, 

Unalaska Subsectof, F.P. McKenna and Brigader General E. B. Colladay, the 

Commanding General of the Army FOfces in the area. 

1 

http:aC~id.nt


For thetF services on Guam the battalion was commended in 

letters from the Commandant of the Twenty-sixth Navel Construction Regiment 

and by the Commander of the ruth Nawl Construct1on Brigade as weU aa6;a 

Naval Construction Battalion 27 which cited the 4th for its cooperation and 

friendship. 
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Fourth U. 
from N. 
to Camp Bradford, Virginia. 

6 June 1942 

13 June·1942 

29 June 1942 

5 July 1942 

5 August 1942 

14 lEey 1943 

s. NAVAL CONSTRUCTIOn BATTALION 

S. Navel Construction Batts.lion moved 
C. T. C., N. O. B., Norfolk, Virginia, 

Departed from Camp Bradford, "Virginia, for 
BreI'lerton, Washington. 

Arrived in Bremerton, We.shington. 

FIRST TOW OF DUTY 

Departed Bremerton, Washington, with 21 offioers 
end 1006 enlisted men for Dutch Harbor, _41aska. 

Arrived in Dutch Harbor, Alaska. The battalion 
was then separated into groups, approximately 
two hundred men were sent to Eider Point and 
three hundred and fifty men to Unalaska Village,
and the reneining members of the battalion were 
stationed in the Fort I:!ears area, llmaknak Island. 

Eight (8) men fron the Fourth U. S. Naval Construction 
Battalion were transferred to Commandant, Thirteenth INaval District for a crew operating floating drydock. 
Two of these men returned to the battalion without 
orders, an~ were never received by anyone. 

Approximately 200 men from the Fourth Uo s. 
Naval Construotion Battalion Vlere sent to 
Adak and A~chitka Islands, end remained on 
these islands for epproxim~tely five months. 
As there are no orders in the files of this 
command for these men, the exact number of P 
men and the exact detes are not available. ~ 
Fifty-five (55) men from the Fourth U. s. 
Naval Construction Battalion left :Jutch;o fa.ci'itO:S '1' 

Harbor, • .:Haske, 6 Je.nuery 1943 and ~E.~"~]'~.dl.1VQ:.~~~~r.g 
on }l.l:!1chJ. tka Island 27 January 1943. Cl;~J~S.t:c.uon cll:-u.,,_d 
records of Jepanese aerie.l attacks ths-t these. '\ 
men exnerienced are' in the files of '1:;-111s. ~., ,,' ',~\ L'

-d " . .l,Y-' cornman • I'f' . ,,:" 

..:.~.~~·"?··········r;n·rCTr·;.:·~-·~ 
Sixty-'four men Viere transfer~ed from. the . ?,,'S3l.:.' :-',
Fourth U. S. l:aval Gonstruct1on Battai}.a.on ' ~c;,r:'-'.''''·;._.-
to Camp Parks, eel ifornia, for duty and;'" :.-. ." GEe-'ll,S), u;:;,···· 
further assigPJ~ent. Co~&' ..-.-.........;;;::.:~::.~;................ 


~<.,.-"',.. t400Q 
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ITINERARY OF TEE FOlj'RTH U. S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATT1~ION 

24 July 1944 	 Fourth U. S. Naval Construction Battalion 
departed from Pearl Harbor, T. H., enroute 
to Guam, Harianas Islands. 

2 August 1944 	 Fourth U. S. Naval.Construction Battalion 
arrived at Eniwetok, 1,larsha11 Islands. 
(The Battalion did not dis-embark from ship}. 

25 August 1944 	 The ship lett the staging area at Eniwetok 
harbor enroute to Guam, 1-Iarianas Is.:)...ands. 

30 .August 1944 	 Fourth U. S. Naval Construotion Battalion 
arrived at Guam, I:erianas Islands. Disembarked 
31 August 1944. 

3 April 1945 	 Fourth U. S. Naval Construction Battalion still 
operating at Guam, l:arianas Islands. 

ROBERT R. RQ1,"E 
Commander, C3!C t US1YfR 

CERTIFIED TRUE )~lD CORRECT 
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9 dune 1943 

17 dune 1943 

30 August 1943 

, 
5 Septenber 1943 

S September 1943 

25 October 1943 

26 October 1943 

25 December 1943 

'25 December 1943 

27 December 1943 

2 de.nuary 1944 

-

NAVAL, CONSTRUCTION BATT.UlON 

Fourth U. S. Naval Construotion Battalion left 
Dutch Harbor, Alaska, for the United stateso 

Fourth U. S. Naval Construction Battalion 
arrived at Camp Parks, California. All hands 
were given a thirty (30) days' leave, and 
upon expiration returned to Camp Parks for 
further military training and re-orga,nizetion. 

SECOND TOUR OF DUTY 

115 enlisted men transferred to 89th Replecement
Battalion, Camp Parks, California. During period 
from duly 31, 1943 to October 24, 1943, thirty (30) 
officers were detached from the Fourth U. S. Naval 
Construction Battalion. 

Seventeen (17) C. E. C. officers reported for duty I 
from N. C. T. C., Ce~ Peary, Va. I 
257 enlisted men reported for duty from Const. Batts. I 
N. C. T. C., Camp Peary, Virginia. ' t 
Fourth U. S. Naval Construction Battalion deuarted 
from Camp Parks, Celifornis, for Port Hueneme, 
California. 

Fourth U. S. Naval Construction Battalion arrived 
Port Hueneme, California. 

Fourth U. So Naval ConstT"Jction Battalion de1JArted 
froI!l Port Hueneme I California, for Sen Francisco, ('
California. 

Fourth U. S. Naval Construction Battalion arrived 
San Francisco, C~lifornia. 

Fourth U .. s. Naval Construction Battali'7~:': 'ilellJ?;rted 
San F;t"ancisco, Cl!\lifornV:t, for Pear.:l;.jIn:· '.~z:.';; Tii.:-J1i., 
with 28 otficers and 1027 enlisted men...:: .' ~~<,.;.' 

frorn:C~-1-~ ~~ •  • 

Fourth U. S. Eavel Construction B8ttal~on arr~ved 
Pearl Harbor, T. H., and assigned construction at 
~oe.nelua Seabee Camp. ..._........................:."...:; .. >;" •• , 

'Q"IS'IRt', \'-' IJ 

70: p..;- • 
. ~ ",_" ..'l! ~'" _. 

~ ~!"\ s. ,I :: '" ::_ 
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11 May 1942 

O6Jun 1942 

13 Jun 1942 
29 Jun 1942 
05 Jul1942 

05 Aug 1942 

06 Jan 1943 
27 Jan 1943 

14 May 1943 

09 Jull943 
17 Jun 1943 

25 Oct 1943 

26 Oct 1943 

25 Dec 1943 

26 Dec 1943 
27 Dec 1943 

02 Jan 1944 

4th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

United States Naval Construction Battalion 4 was activated at Camp 

Allen, Norfolk Virginia. The battalion moved to nearby Camp 

Bradford, Norfolk Virginia. 

After completing advanced military and construction training at Camp 

Bradford, the Seabees departed for Port ofEmbarkation at Bremerton, 

Washington. 

The battalion arrived at Bremerton. 

Naval Construction Battalion 4 sailed from Bremerton. 

The battalion arrived at Dutch Harbor. Alaska. Approximately 250 

men were sent to Eider Point where they worked on harbor defenses. 

350 men went to Unalaska Village where they worked on a camp and 

radio station for the Army. while the remainder ofthe battalion was 

stationed in the Fort Mears area, Amaknak Island where the men 

engaged in cargo operations and the building ofa marine railway. 


200 men from the main body ofthe battalion were sent to Adak and 

Amchitka Islands where they worked on base facilities for the U.S. 

Army. 

55 men ofNCB 4 left Dutch Harbor. 

The 55 men from Dutch Harbor arrived on Amchitka Island where 

they joined in the work on the U.S. Army facilities. 

The advance parties ofNCB 4 departed from the Aleutian Islands for 

Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California. 

The main body ofthe battalion left the Aleutians for Camp Parks. 

NCB 4 arrived at Camp Parks where the men were given leave. Upon 

expiration ofthe leaves the battalion began reoutfitting and training 

for another overseas assignment. 

The Seabees departed from Camp Parks for Port Hueneme, California. 


NCB 4 arrived at Port Hueneme. There the Seabees began further 

advanced technical and military training. 

The battalion entrained at Port Hueneme and departed for San 

Francisco, California. 

Seabees ofNCB 4 arrived at San Francisco. 

The battalion embarked on the General George O. Squire and sailed 

from San Francisco. 

The General George O. Squire arrived at Pearl Harbor in Territory of 

Hawaii. There the Seabees disembarked and were assigned the task of 

constructing the Moanalua Seabee Camp. 




Jun/ Jul 1944 

24 Jul1944 

02 Aug 1944 

25 Aug 1944 
30 Aug 1944 

31 Aug 1944 
Sep 19441 Jul1945 

05 Ju11945 

28 Jul1945 

JuV Oct 1945 

31 Oct 1945 

The battalion worked at Moanalua converting a cane field into a 
camp to house 20,000 Seabees. One detachment ofthe battalion 
was assigned to complete the Red Hill Camp. 
NCB 4 boarded the troopship SS Moundria and sailed from 
Hawaii. 
The SS Moundria arrived at Eniwetok, Marshall Islands for 
staging and the battalion remained on the ship. 
NCB 4 departed Eniwetok. 
The SS Moundria, with NCB 4 aboard arrived at Guam, in the 
Mariana Islands. 
The Seabees disembarked at Apra Harbor. 
The battalion operated on Guam building a hospital, an 
ammunition depot, a Naval Operating Base Receiving Station, 
roads, a recuperation camp, and other facilities. On Guam the 
battalion had several engagements with Japanese troops and one 
Seabee was wounded. 
NCB 4 boarded seven tank landing ships and sailed for Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 
The battalion landed on Okinawa where it was assigned to the 17th 

Naval Construction Regiment and the 8th Naval Construction 
Brigade. 
NCB 4 worked on Okinawa constructing piers, water distribution 
systems, camps, and waterfront facilities. The battalion also built 
a large ship repair depot and a telephone system. 
NCB 4 was inactivated on Okinawa. 



Officers in Charge 

LTCDR Ioseph C. Bronson May 1942 - 04 Aug 1942 

LTCDR W.F.H Hunter 04 Aug 1942 ? 

LTCDRRogerT. Hall ? 28 Feb 1943 

LTCDRNeil E. Kingsly 28 Feb 1943 - 31 Iul1943 

LT George V. Gustafson (acting) 31 Iul1943 -17 Aug 1943 

LTCDR Robert R Rowe 17 Aug 1943 - Oct 1945 

LT Stanley F. Meleski (acting) Oct 1945 
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