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“Construimus, Batuimus”
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3rd C.B,

Hiqtrs Co. ond partial complements of Cos A, B, ¢, D (971 men) tramsfd from
NCTC, NOB, Norfolk, to ABD, Port Hueneme.
Detachment fyom Cos A,B,C, end D (approx 100 men) trensfd from NCTC, NOB, Nor-
folk to ABD, Port Hueneme.
14 off. and 565 men transfd to Rec ship, Sen Fran FFT.
Remeining 4 off. a2nd 284 men transfd to Rec Ship, SanFren, spprox this date FIT.
Dest: 4 off, "B" Co. 2nd 1/4 H( Co to Noumea; 12 off. Cos C and D and 1/2 HQ Co

to Fiji Islands; 2 off., and 100 men from Co A to Bora Bora. Xxact date of

departure not known.

Cos C and D were designated the First Section. Co B and part of Co A were desig-
nated the Znd Section. 2 off. and 100 men from Co A were called the First Const
Detachment ,
Co £ transfd from Fiji Islands to Funa Futi.
Located as follows:

Co A - Bora Bora

Co B - ¥oumea

Co C - Funa Futi

Co D - Nandi, Fiji
o D left Nendi, Fiji and went to Nounea.
On this date, it was recemmended by Comseronsonec that the First and Second Secs
be merged. Cos B and D were located at Noumea dnd Co € at Fune Futi on detached
duty was to be ordered to join the unit at a later dste,

Co A comprising 5 off. 2nd 292 men went to Tutuila and reported to the 22nd
Marien Reinforced. A small unit, 2 off. and 31 men., remsined at Boras Bora to

indoctrinate CBMU 519.

3rd Construction Battelion (INACTIVATED)

12-18-43

1- 544

-

5-12-44 -
5-23-44 -
6 (244 -
B 1744 -

3rd C.B,

On or about this date, the 2 off. #nd 21 men of Co A left at Bers Bora were
ordered to join the batt at Noumes.

Co C left Tuna Futi on 28 Dec 1943 =nd reported to batt at Noumea on this date.
Co A comprising 2 off. and 225 men reported to battalion zt Noumea.

Batt left Noumesn.

Battalion ordered disbended ms of this date.
Arrived Cemp Parks with 1S off. and 749 men.

(Above Itinerary prepsred by Lt Mavis from old csrds)
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Starting with the summser of 1942 NCB 3 played an tnp¢rtlat part in the bulld-
up of bagses in the South Pacific, bases dasisnud to protect the line of comemunications
with Australia and New Zesland, During the two yasrs overseas the battalion was
split up into datachments only to be reunited jéiuitifntt‘its rttuxn toiCamp Parks.in
1944. 1ts major activities took place in the ¥ijis and New Caledonia, but at one
time or another elements of the battalion uegkcd on funa Futi {n the Ellice Islands,
Wallis Island in the Samoas and Bora Bora in the Soclety Islanda. Morever, a small
group from the battalien participated in a number of combat operations during the
Marshalls campaign.

In April 1942 the personnel of the battalion began assembly at Camp Allen,
Norfolk, Virginia from training points at Varcous National Youth Administration

- ..-Genters and Naval facilities. The battalion :moved in two sections to the Advance
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Base Depot at Port Huename, Californias on 15 and 20 May. ¥rom Port Hueneme they

moved to San Francisco whence the first slements embarked for the Seﬁth Pacific on {
B June with the remainder following some ten days later. i

Between 18 June and atrly‘July the various detaclments into which the
battalion had been divided arrived at their assigned statioms. Two offices and 100
men from Company A joined the Pirst Construction Detachment, the famous "Bobcats" é
on Bora Bora, vhere construction of am air and sea base facilities was alzeady
in progress. Company B with four offic?ra and one fourth of Headquarters Company i
went to Noumea, New Caledonia while Companies C and D landed on the island of i
viti Levu, largest of the Pi}i islands,

The Fijis, a British Crown Colorny eonaicutﬁé an important limk in the
United States line of commmications to the South and Southwest Pacific aveas.

They formed one of a group of mutually supporting bases from which air and naval
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forces opesated to protect the area., Under a jofint Army-Navy paln for the Fijis,
United States forces were to relieve the approximately 10,000 New Zealand troops
. who had been responsible for the defense of the fslands since soon after the
begimning of the war in Europe and extend the existing military facilities.

The major task facing the men of the Third Battalion in the Fijis was
conatruction of a tank farm at Vunda Point on the west coaat of Viti Levu, Companies
C and D, together comprising Section I of the battaliion were emtrusted with this
task along with a host of other conastruction jobs of varying magnitudes. After
arrival on the {sland at tﬁe end of June Company C set up Camp at Vunda Point,
with Lt. A M. McKinnon as Officer in Charge. Company D, which arrived shortly
after, remained for the tune being at the port city of Suva, on the Southeast
coast of Viti Levu, under the command of Lt. (j.g.) R.E. Flint,

Since material for the tank farm was not yetwawwilable the two companies
occupied themselves with other tasks pending its arrival. In addition to
establishing its camp, Company D's main accomplishments included extensive work
on the New Zealand Air Force Flying Base at lLauthala Bay-Construction of “ablution
bufldings,'" a dispensary, guard house, roads, an underground tunnael for the power
house, barges~-additions to Force Headquarters with an underground tunnel to the
Communication Center, Construction of a combined Army and Navy radio station,
repair work on two destroyers and work on the 18th General Hospitals for Casualties.
Meanwhile Company C conductad surveying, planning and drafting work for the
projected tank farm; built a 300 foot jetty at Lautoka, a 300 foot concrete sea-
plane ramp and apron and a 225 foot small boat landing along with camp facilities
for 200 men at Sarveni Beach; began a smsll boat landing at Vunda Point and
erected a 10,000 barrel gasoline tank at Lautoka.

Upon arrival of the tank farm material at the end of October, Company D broke



camp at Suva and joined Company C at Vunda Point. The move £00k two weeks, being
completed on 22 November.

The tank farm consisted of five 10,000 barrel tanks for storage of fuel oil,
two 10,000 barrel tanks for diesel oill and ten 1,000 barrel tanks for aviation
gasoline., A six inch pipe line connected the tank farm with a 10,000 barrel aviation
gasoline tank to be efected at Samheto from which & 4 inch pipeline in turn led
to the Nand{ airfield., Completing tank farm would alsc entail camoflage for the
tanks, splinter protéction for the four tanks requiridg it sea lines and other
waterfrontlloading facilities,.

In order to facilitate construction a detailed division of activities between
the two companies was made on B December 1942 and slightly revised 26 January
and 3 February 1943, Thus, for example, Company C was responsible for all excavation
for the tanks, building the salt water fire-fighting system and constructing a
jetty. Company D, in turn, was charged with constmﬁction of the sea line and
loading platforms, Other activities were gplit, with Company directing two-thirds
of the tanks and each company handling its own tank to header piping, campsflage
and splinter protection.

On 22 March Ledr., Phillips was able to announce that ﬁhe farm tank farm
fuel storage facilities were complete save for purifiers and strainers necessary
for certain use of the diesel oil and pumping facilities on the Samveto-Nande
aviation gasoline line. As of April 3, 600,000 gallons of gasoline had been
received with 182,000 gaiiéns dispensed to the Army via its barges and approximately
100,000 gallons delivered to the Sambeto tank. Tank camoflage had been all but
completed as had station facilities for 500 men. The salt water fire-fight system
remained incomplete for lack of certain materials.

During its stay in the Fijis the detachment engaged in numerous other con-




struction activities in addition to the tank farm and its ancillary facilities.
.This additional coanstmuction included most notably extensive bullding of both
operational and personnel facilities for Fleet Air Base Unit #2 and Carrier
Afrcraft Service Unit #9 at Nande and a Fleet Re;raation Center at Vunda Point.

With its major construction jobas completed the detachment was freed for work
in other areas, Company C, in transit from April 30, 1943 to May 9, reported on the
latter date for its next assigmment at Funafute in the Ellice Islands. As of
4 June 1943 Company D turned over its reponsibilities for operation and maintenance
of the tank farm to Base Maintenace Detachment 503, The company embarked om 9
June to join Company B at Noumea, New Caledonia and by 23 June was ready to join
in the work in progress there.

Company B and one fourth of headquarters company had been on the job at Noumea
since 26 June 1942 when they had arrived with Lt. L.R. Ouayle as Officer in
Charge. American forces had replaced an Australian garrison in the Free French
controlled island of New Caledonia in March 1942, The island was to be developed
as am advamnced air and naval base in pursuance of the overall plans for the South
Pacific area.

Company B, the only naval construetion unit in the area until Deéember, 1942
had established itself on IleNou in Noumea Harbor, with little in the way of

equipment or supplies except for 10,000 Tilly paper cups. Indeed, shortages of

materlals and equipment were to plague the company for much of its stay in New
Caledonia. 1In its early days on the island, necessary living équipmenf and tools
were acquired by barter, borrowlng "and other methods.'" Pending arrival of supplies
on August 12 the company kept itself busy with guch work as could be done without
heavy equipment,

In spite of adverse conditions, Company B had by 31 March 1943, compiled an
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enviable record of achievement: a water supply asystem for Ile Nou with two lines
leading from the mainland, a taﬁal of eight mi{les of line, three system reservoirs
and a booster station; a 75 foot tunnel with a room offaet for the radio receiving
station; extensive Ffaci{lities for personnel and for operations of various activities
stationed at the base; restoration of a Japanese generator to serve the Ile Nou
power plant; numerous pontoon barges, with and without propulsion, assembled for
both Army and Navy usage; a 75 ton crane, built and operated by the company; a
transmitter building and signal station; an incinerator for a population of 2,000
and 2 host of other building and renovating jobs,

The base Public Works Officer, in transmitting the report of these activities
to Washington observed that the bald statement of work accomplished by the small
detachment of Seabees could not possibly cbnvey “the ingenuity and energy showm
by this officer and his detachment in improvising from the few materials and items
of equipment at hand, the many useful works performed," Their efforts, he added,
“contributed very materially to the success of the American occupation of this
{aland.” It should be added that from December on the company at various times
received help from other units, namely tha 955th Army Englneers, Company C of
Naval Conatruction Rattalion 24 and Company C of Naval Construction Battalion 37.

In the period that followed March 31, 1943 Company B recelved further assistance
from the above mentioned Seabee units as well as from detachments from Battalions
11 and 73 at various times, Aod as previously indicated they were joined in June
by Company D coming from the Fijis. By that tune the detachment"s work had settled
down into & relatively routine combination of construction, repair and maintenance
as well as actual operation of many of the facilities and utilities already built.

The routine, however, went up in flames on one occasion. On 1 Novembe¥ 1943

men of the detachment were involved in a serious explosion and fire which occured



at the Nickel Dock on the main island. One officer, Lieut, (j.g.) Harry I. Myers,
was killed and four men were aertously injured. All thirteen of the surviving
members of the battalion present during the blast were subsequently commended for
their efforts to ald others in the midat of the flames and flying ammunition
which were set off by the original explosion.

Meanwhile Company C supplementing u detachment of the 2nd battalion from mid-~
May 1947 busied itself with its assignments on Funafuti. Erection of a 10,000
barrel ceviation gasoline tank farm constituted its primary project to be followed
by construction of 47 revetements for aircraft, The tank farm complete with
connecting piping, sea line, moorings and utilization facilitfes was finished by
the target date of June 15, Dispensing of gasoline began eight days later,

When the company was detached on August 23 the aircraft revetements were
617 complete. Another majoi project, a 7,000 foot taxi stop, was 817 complete.
The detachment had also erected an observation building and observation tower for
the meteorological unit, an cbsarvation tower on the airfleld operations building,
galleys and messes for the Search Unit and Naval Ailr Transport Service respectively
and Army radar and air weather service buildings. They had also made a good
start on base and Search Unit housing. During their stay at Funafuti the base
twice came under attack from enemy aircraft.

Company C next moved to Wallis Island, Samoa to construct another tank farm.
The trip was made in great discomfort on a slow and 1nad;qusta old lumber boat,
and things did not Improve greatly after arrival at the destination. Not only were
the men tormented by rats, rain and mosquitoes in coplous quantities but work on
the tank farm was hampered by unavailability of material, And then, as a final
blow, the project was cancelled as it neared completion. As the detachment left

Wallis on 28 December 1943 the tanks were just being dismantled for removal to



Apamama, "Little good can be said sbout our :thy in the Ssmoan Islands," a
detachment news release noted, adding "(p)erhaps va iarc on the wrong one, . . .

Company C arrived at Noumea on 5 January 1944 where along with Companies B
and D already present it became for the first time an integral part of the battalion.
On 12 May 1944 these three companies were joined by what was left of the original
Company A after twc years of vicissitudes, which must now be traced.

The two officers and 100 men detached from the original Company A had reached
Bora Bora on 18/19 June 1942, There they merged with Th First Construction
Detachment, the famous Bobcats, and joined in the advance base development in
progress. The combined detaclmant was ordered to Noumea on 9 Saptember 1943 but
enroute these orders were changed and the unit instead reported to the 224
Marine Regiment at Tutulla, Samoa on 1 October.

There they underwent intensive combat training while doing minor constructiou
jobs on the side. On 18 November 1943 they moved to Maui, t. of Hawai{, arriving
on 26 November, for asmphibious training and combat conditfoning. Leaving behind
a small rear echelon detachment, the Naval Construction Company, as it was now
celled, left Maul onm 7 Januarg 1944 in three groups as shore party elements wich
the Marines in the Marshalls campaign. They playesd a part in operations at
Kwajalein on 31 January and then landed with assault forces on Engebi, Eniwetok
and Farry Islands on 18, 20 and 27 February. The three groups returned on 28
February returned to Kwajalein where thay 1mprovi§ed camps for their respective
landing teams. On 13 April the reunited groups went to Guadalcanal where a camp
had already been established by the rear echelon group from Maui which preceded
them to Guadalcanal on 18 March.

From Cuadalcanal the detachment finally rejoined the rest of theT hird Battalion



at Noumea on 12 May, being incorporated {n the battalion as Company A. On

board at the time were juat forty men and twe officers of the original. Company
A of 1942 with the remaider being members of the original Bobecats or men aube
sequently transferred into the company,

The newly reunited battalion left Noumea to return the United States on 22
May 1944, arriving at Camp Parks, California on 7-June. It was ordefég disbanded
as of 17 July and was finally decommissioned at Camp Parks on 16 August,

One of the first Seabee units active in World War II, NCB 3 under the pressure
of events was called upon to perform ite job not 28 a unit but as a shifting group
of individual detachments, whose cumulative record of accomplishment is an impressive
one: substantial construction's to the development of four  portant bages on
the vitaqu;;;tzzgghg;uthern to Aistralia,

Moreover, since NCB 3 was a nioneear outfit, so to speek, its experience in
the fleld offers valuable insights into the problems encountered in organizing an
enterprize like the Seabees under the stress of emergency conditioms. The
suggestions made independent in the spring of 1943 by Ledr. Phillips and Lt,

Quayle on the basis of their activities {n the Fiji's and at Noumea respectivaly
agree remarkably. Both men recomnended that in future battalions be sent out with
some vacancies in the complement of higher ratings of enlisted men. In this way
there would be openings for advancment which would enhance morale and at the

same time increase efficlency by enabling leadership parts to be filled on the
basis of demonstrated in the field, Both men also noted the di{fficultyi s
involved in splitting a battalion as then constituted into detachments, for with
the personnel available it proved impossible to provide each detachment with all
the necessary specialized functions--medical and dental for example-and with ad-

equate equipment. The two officers indicated as well that improvements in materlals



aupply methods were in order. They suggested co-ordination of supply activities
by a single officer at each base g0 83 to oid competition between varicus
units at the base. They also pointed to the need for prior notification of the
arrival of designated materials, to avoid delay in their revised

by ignorance of their availability.
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April 1942
18 Apr 1942

01 May 1942
15 May 1942

20 May 1942
08 Jun 1942
09 Jun 1942
18 Jun 1942
19 Jun 1942
26 Jun 1942
29 Jun 1942

3/9 Jul 1942
13 Jul 1942

8/22 Nov 1942

02 May 1943
15 Jun 1943
27 Aug 1943
01 Oct 1943

26 Nov 1943

11 Dec 1943

05 Jan 1944
07 Jan 1944

13 Apr 1944
09 May 1944

12 May 1944
22 May 1944
07 Jun 1944
12 Tul 1944
20 Jul 1944

31 Aug 1944

3™ Naval Construction Battalion

Chronology

NCB 3 personnel undergo training at various NYA camps and naval
facilities.

NCB 3 Commanding Officer arrives at Norfolk, VA (CDR Benjamin
Li Phillips).

NCB 3 was commissioned at Camp Allen.

Headquarters Company and partial complements of companies A, B,
C, and D (971 men) transferred to Port Hueneme.

Remainder of battalion transferred to Port Hueneme.

4 officers, B company and % of headquarters company deployed to
Noumea, New Caledonia. 12 officers, C, D and % of headquarters
company deploy to Fiji Islands.

14 officers and 555 men transferred to the receiving ship San
Francisco.

About this date the remainder of battalion leaves San Francisco for
the South Pacific.

Detachment from Company A with 2 officers arrives Borabora in the
Society Islands.

Company B arrives at Noumea.

Company C arrives at Vita Levu.

Company C moves to Vunda Point.

Company D arrives at Suva, Fuji.

Company D joins Company C at Vunda point.

Company C arrives at Funafuti from Fiji Islands.

Company D arrives at Noumea to join Company B.

Company C arrives at Wallis Island from Funafuti.

First Construction Detachment (Bobcats, including the detachment
from Company A of NCB 3) arrives at Samoa from Borabora for
service with the 22™ Marine Regiment.

Bobcats now know as the 1 Naval Construction Battalion arrives
Maui, T. H.

Indoctrination Unit detached from Company A arrives at Noumea from
Borabora.

Company C arrives at Noumea from Wallis Island.

Bobcats embark from Maui T, H. to participate in the Marshall Island
campaign.

Bobcats arrive at Guadalcanal.

LCDR Alexander M. McKinnon replaces CDR Phillips in charge of
NCB 3.

Bobcats report to Noumea, including 40 men and 2 officers of the
original Company A detachment.

NCB 3 departs Noumea for the United States.

Battalion arrives at Camp Parks with 19 officers and 749 men.
Battalion ordered disbanded as of this date.

LCDR Raymond F. Peppin replaced LCDR McKinnon as Officer in
Charge.

Decommissioned, (last enlisted man transferred 17 Aug 1944, Officer
in Charge detached 24 Aug 1944).



Officers in Charge

Commander Benjamin L. Phillips 15 May 1942 — 09 May 1944
Lieutenant Commander Alexander M. McKinnon 09 May 1944 - 20 Jul 1944

Lieutenant Commander Raymond F. Peppin 20 Jul 1944 — 24 Aug 1944
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15 Fay 1542 Hiatrs. G‘o. and perdial complenents of Oos:pan!.ea
T A, B, G, D (571 non) transferred from JCIC, Bﬁﬁo
Tarfeliz, to ABD, Por:t Fucneme.

20 May 1042 Detschment from Companies Ay B, G, 2and D~
(2nproxinately 100 men) transferred from HCTC.
IS Horfolk to A3D, Port Inensas,
ST
9 June 1242 14 officers and-B5 men tranaferred to Becaiving
8nip, San Froaecisco, ¥72,

18 June 1542 Reuainirng 4 officors and 334 men iransferred to
Receiving Ship, San l‘rencisco. aapraximately
thts date, FTF, : 5
Dsstinatient 4 offlcers, "3* Co, and 1/4
Higirs. Co., to Fouuea,

12 offisers Coa, "C* and "D and 1/2 Tigtrs,
Co. to 7151 Islanda,

2 officers and 100 mea fron Co, *A® to Jora
Bora,

Exact dale of departure not kmowm.

Comaniss *C% and "D" were desizpated the
First Seetlen, Cormany "3% and a nart of Co,
A" yors &esi.gnata& $:9 Sa2cond Ssetion, 2
officers and 100 nen froa Os. MA% wers called
L Amrrad & AT
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3 ners 3V e

. AT calwiabwer iy ‘Alhﬂwm‘:
2 Fay 1543 ; Ca, 1'0" transferred fron Fiji Iglani‘bf_ S8 chancad
E
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€z, R0 Fuma Fari oo )
Co, *27 Tandd, MiIH2 Irvin 8. Rramuesin
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9 June 1243 Co. M2% 1a2b Uiy T end : o
23 June 1343 CLa Ahls A%z 1% waa rosiooant
ot i Jlrsd pndl St oo
Co-monlas VY anl 757F vire dos
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30 Septemder 1543 Co. PA" comprising 3 officsrs and 292 man
went Yo Tutuila and reported to ths 22nd
¥arine Beinforced. A sz=2l) unit, 2 officers
and 31 men revalned at Bora Bora to indootrinate
G310 519.

18 Decerher 1943 Cn or sbout this date, the 2 officers and 31 men
‘ of Co. "A" left at Bora Bora were ordered to join
tho batialion at Houma,

B January 1544 Co. "C% 1leoft Funa Futl on 28 Decezder 1943 and
reported to tattallon at Eomea on this date.

12 lay 1944 Co. 9,8 comprisinsg 2 officers and 325 nen reported
to batialion 2% lounes,

22 ¥ay 1244 Battalion left Jourmea,

7 June 1944 Arrivad Caop Pariks vith 19 officers and 749 nea,

;2 July 1944 Battalion ordered dishanded as of this date.

E&:i‘sz Tha sbove i%incrary s bosed on the records amiladls in the
G2 Cperations Spatien of the Juresn of llaval Perzomnel,
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