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ON :BOAl 

~ L· .im! AUTH• 
, .i.:1 o . 289 

!?, Sep'44 256 Recap 
Dec'4:4 293 BNP625 

1 JQD.145 269 BNPIit35 
1 Milr'45 268 BNP625 
1 A'Dr'45 5 269 Mo R 

l Mai'45 5 285 BRP625 & B 
1 Jun'45 5 267 B1P625 8. R 
1 Jul l 45 6 242 BNP625 &B 
1 Aug l 45 5 237 Blf.?6 J:- R 
1 Sept'45 4 235 :BNP625 &: R 
1 Oct'45 192 :BNP625 
1 Nov l 45 4 155 :BNP625 &: R 

CBMU 621 
NOTO - (Parka) 

ABD - Hueneme 

Ready Da.te - 1 D c '44 

Left ABD - 27 Jan l 45 

Location - ltanus 


LOG 
9-9-44 - CBMU 6Zl. will be ready to leave Parks 1 Dec. (Sec. disp. 0619170NO to ComServPac) 
LO-21-44 - OB•.nT 6~1 \'J'S'IS c6mmi as1. nf>C 18 Spp144. (Recap Sheet lOot l 44) 
lZ-8-44 - ONO ordsrs the t ransfe r of the 146th O:B to Huen~ 9bout 16 Dec'44. (ONO Conf. 

Disp . to Parks 041513 dtd 4 Dec'44 ) 
L2-12-44 - CBMU 621 will be ava il b e f ot" Manuo. (ONO Sec. nisp. to C1ncpoa and Com7:flt 081915 

dtd 9 Dec' 44) 
12-29-44--CBMO 612 arrived llP~eme from Parks 16 Dec'44.(Rueneme co~. is~ to eITO 181731 

dtd 19 Dec '44). 
2-13-4.'3 - aBl.m 821 is loaded and awaitin~ OTr1 Q rs .(ComW sS aFron ec. eli l' to CliO 260124 r1td 

26 Jan ' 45). 
2- 8-45 - Clnm f,2l d pp.rted .Hu n me 27 Jan '45 for uty ov rs as it 1]. 4 offic rs p.nd 2 69 t:! n. 

(Hueneme oonf. dian to BuuQrs 292~11 dtd ~n Jan '45). 
2- 9-45 - OBMU 621 loaded for Manul with 4 officers and 269 men. (Com 12 Con! Dlsp to Com

serv:1'or7:flt 012252 dtd 2 7eo-45) 
~-21-45 - CBMO 621 arrived 16 Feb'45 in Admiralties. (Oomserfor7flt Sec Rep for Feb 1 45) 

4-23-45 - 1 Anr' 45 r~ort of CBMU 621 - location not given. End. 'by CO N:B Menu • 
5- 1-45 - CBMIT 621 is located at Manus. (Oomserfor7flt Sec Rep of 1 Apr'45) 

5-G4-45 - 1 ~145 report of CBMU 621 - loc~ted at Menus. 
6-19-45 - CiIl·ill 621 ordered to Palawan according to Oomoerfor?flt sec CB Loc .5c.hed. ? FH dtd 

5 June. 



oc tlon - i'lrrnus C'3}fU t 

[.- ,!_.;-: - 1 Ju."l.I~fi rr.no!'t o:!' cam h!l - lac-·ted ~t ~.~nll~ .., ~ :)f 1 .Jun • 
Q-~9~5 - Part my dlsp 300019 ordering CBMU 621 to P21aw.n cancelled Bnd substitute fo 

lowing: . CDWU 6~1 herdet predut. Prorep CNll t RllUS for duty 'With Oine ABCD Manus 
on e.rrival trc..nsp furnished. by originator. 1.3 r;>f:. and 5i:!5 men AIleD MPnus de" chec 
predut. Prorep CNE aubia for duty in connection sub ABOD. 3 or:. £nd 150 men 
remain predut ABCD Manus. ( Com 6e!"v7 flt 8ec di 8'0 251 (l03 to CNB Manus) 

7-1: 5 ~ 1 Jul l 45 report of CBMU 621 - located at Manus. 
7-~?-4~ - CEM!: 031 located !'It Manus operrtil'.f" ABCD. (CCT 7th nt Sec RE'J -: ~ JUM) 
8- 1-45 - 1 .JuJ. 145 renort of ABCD DOTI - Comserfor7f1t hE'S directed the tran:Jf~!' cf lJ c:f. 

~nd 52.1') mcl'1' tc Sub ABeD Subic Bay for duty. The reme.1nine: 3 off. Me. IG4 men 
to~eth r with COMU 6~1 will op~rate this depot. 

8- 11-15 - You ··till relCsrd your present duty terminl!ted E'..nd "'ill take chElrge of CBMU oJl 

under your commE'.nd - nd ! eport to Cl-TB MAnus for duty at thE' AEOD with ~dd.t 1 duty 

e.s .l!iXec ABOD Manus . (mm MP.nus coni orders ser 01462 dtd :31 July to Lt . H.G. 
l~ riner. OinC C~MU 621) 

8- 20-45 - 1 A~145 reuort of C~ 621 - located at Manus. CBYU 621 was rel i eved of all duties 
with PW Dept lI.a.nus on 19 Jul l 45 and reported to ABeD DOTI for duty on 20 Ju1'45. 
Hdqtrs and personnel were moved to the area occupied by the remaining detachment 
of ABCD DOTI. 

o-.51~5 - CB!4U 621 _ At MMUS, ordered PalewaJl . (Dlruftcdocks. P . sec reoort of lu .;'t.t' -:5) . 

10-1-45 - 1 Sept'45 report of OBMU 621 - located at Manus. 

11-2-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of CBMU 621 - located a t Manus. 38 men transferr ed to U.S. for 


discharge under the point system. 

LoMtion - Manus C~MU 621 

11-23-45 - 1 Nov l 45 report of CBMrr 621 - located ~t Menus. 37 men rec1d ~rom AEOD. ~~ua. 
~O men transferred for discharge under the point ~stem. Inactivation is to be 
completed by 15 Nov 145. Remaining pers to be transferred to l40th CB. 

11-26-45 -Comservpae reaueste Guam to inactivate CBMU 621. (Comaervpac TWX 242130 Nov l 45 
to liDO. Guam). . 

12-3-45 - OBMU 621 was inactivated(date not given). (Oomservpac restr Itr ser-61 undtd to 
BuPer ). 

12-7-45 - 1 NOVl45 report of OB~ID 621 - located at Manus. CBMU 621 was inactivated on 15 
Nov 145. 60 men transferred to U.S. for discharge. 11 men to U.S. for leave & 
reassignment. 121 men sent to 140th CB. 
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Our story begins at Camp Parks. Construction Bllttalion 

Rep illcement Depot. Septemoer 18. 1944 on the 51-roke of 

1400 liS Lieut. H. G. Mariner came aboMd to aHume com. 

mond of C.B .M .U. 621 . II new unil' that WIIS destined to re

ce ive recognition for her outstanding achievements. Pipe 

the watch Clime the order which marked the offi cial com 

missioning . and thus the Goddess of W /If had a new baby. 

Lieut. rig) B. B. Sheridlln. e xecutive officer, Carp . C . E. 

And erson . Ca rp . C . L. A isthorpo, with 19 men were g iven 

th e order to heave anchor. and set sails. Ensign J. T. Hen

dricks re ported abo1!rd Sep tember 26. and' IIdditio nlll mem

bers of the crew arr ived in smoll groups. By November I. 

our complement co nsisted of five officers. lind 289 men 

who h1liled from every corner of the Unite d StMes . repre. 

sent ing 43 states. 

It d idn 't tllke long for the scuttlebutt about this un it 

hav ing a good bunch of officers and men to tllke root , 

which resu lted in 1In IIlmost continuous line ellch day of 

those who desired to join us . 

By means of tran sfer we los l a few men. but gllined II 

qrclIter number, and by Decembe r I . 293 men were march. 

;ng proudly to colors ellch morning . This procedure was a 

bliSS order must, providing the wellther perm itted and it 

WIIS interesting to note the various uniforms worn by some 

5,000 men, mony of whom were fresh from the South Pa

c ific, and hlld to become acclimllted to those briskly chilly 

mornir.gs that most Californians refer to as bilimy . It WIIS 

not at 1111 unUSUll1 to see one group of shivering mates ha lf 

hidden in their pellcollts. while IIlong side them another 

group IIpoarently quite comforlilble in shirt steeve~ . 

This ceremony took pillce on what was commonly known 

as Ihe black lop. and the dread of every mIlO who WI! S 

expected to do II few flonk movements. Much of this took 

pillce after the sun WIIS well in the sky. lind to those men 

unfllmil iar with California's c1imllt~ it WII S comiCll1 to see 

the liberty hounds fil ing out the gate with a peacollt under 

their arm . and the temper1lture hover ing close to one hun

dred . but we soon lellrned thllt those cool nights demllnded 

the use of a heavy coat. and red flonnels if you could en . 

dure them until sun down . 

Our unit was booked for oversell s duty which mllde it 

http:mornir.gs


necessary for the grellter portion of thc men to st/'lrt their 

embarkeJtion ieaves, and by November 4, about 90 per cent 

of the compliment had left for home to enjoy 1't soft bed, 

lind mother's cooking maybe for the last time. The few re

mllining aboord hlld olroody experienced this privilege 

previous to their assignment to 62 I which made events 

in our particular end of cllmp rother dull. ond for them 

t~05e. few days seemed long, dnd tiresome. The calm was 

interrupted abruptly when news arrived thot Scott Thomas 

Nelson, SKJc . hod met a Iragic death in an airplane acci· 

dent near Hanford, Calif" while enroute home. This was 

indeed 0 shock to all those who knew young Nelson, and a 

grellt loss to our unit who shared the berellvement of his 

mother, Mrs. Paul Nelson, 107 14th St .. Wheeling, W. Va. 

It seemed a p ity ufter ali his training, and preparation to 

fight, and die if necessory for his country, that he was taken 

before having a chance to demonstrate the ability and 

couroge on the battlefield that we knew he possessed. 

His record jacket bore a letter from a high-ranking of

ficer in charge of officers' training at C.~mp Peary, Vu., 

acclaiming him the best all Mound instructor in the Civil 

Engineering corp., and no doubt thousands of officers still 

remember the training they received by Ihis efforts. 

By November 20th, which was the dead line on embarka

tion leaves, all the men hod returned with some kind of 

do notion fer the welfare and recreation department such 

as old phonogrllph records, books, mllgl'lzines, fishing rods. 

and games of every description. All this , plus several boxes 

of plunder donllted by the Red Cross. mode up the bulk 

of our supplies to date. 

Ensign J. T. Hendricks being 0 Georgia native, wilh 0 

fresh vegetable appetite came up with 11 ,large box of every 

kind of garden seed imoginoble, Ilnd te our certl'lin 

knowledge this box hos remoined closed for the durotion of 

our overs8I'l< duly . He retllined thc oppelite, but lost the 

urqe for gardening. 

A public oddress system, complete with rodio and .record

playing device, was to be our pride and joy after we Il! rived L. 

on isll'lno X, bu 1 some orotorial expert got the idea this of

fered un excel !ent opportunit y for bar~ing orders to the 

men in the barracks. so it was put to use much to. the disgus i 

of all hands. " NOW HEAR THIS" wa~ the favorite with our 

would-be ilnnouncer, and we heord thot so often it wosn ' t 

sofe for this guy to venture out alone after durk. 

Shortly aHer the commissioning we were assigned to our 

fir st construction project, building a tool shed on-the rifle 

range and moke the necessory repoirs on the existing build

Ings. This job required only a small crew while those 

remaining in camp had a turn ot mess cooking . washing 

dishes. to ycu who Me not fllmilior with novy ~lllng. 

The men of 621 were II mi xed lot whose ages ranged from 

17 to 50, some veterons from other units that had already 

seen .lClion OVersellS, however the mlljority of them werp, 

what has been termed "homesteaders" Ihaving had several 

months' duty in the Stoles. Fifty per cent of our comple

ment were young seomen most of whom hod never heord of 

of the Sea bees prior to their assignment to our unit. Being 

fresh out of boot train ing made them gullible subjects for 

some of the older heeds who gained some plellsure by 

bOI'l.sting of the Sea bees' reputation for being a tough bunch 

of fighting men . . 

On one occasion while L. G. Fitzpatr ick wos acting as 

liberty yeomon, 0 young seamon-No B. Chaney-just out 

of boot had become a firm believer in this, and wos all set 

to live up to the stondord of these tough guys as he came 

charging in the office with all the confidence of an old suit. 

"How obou! that three-dllY leave I'm supposed to get?" 

says he, " I hear some of the guys ore getting it." A quick 

inspection of his record reveoled that he wosn't entitled to 
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Thi. bell ,land, in front of the adminidrativ. building ot Camp Parks, 
Cdlif" and i, u.ed 10 give the timo ovary 30 minute" At 1230, it', 
one bell; at 1300, two boll,; and '0 on until 1600 which is eight bell., 
Thon the ,omo procedure i. rep•• led for eight more bell., W. found 
a watch more convonient, howovcr. On board ships the bell method 

is common practjce. 

any Icave, and was so ltdvissd, He hesitated for mome nt. 

looked him squarely in the eye, and inquired firmly, "Whata 

you gonn/! d o a bout it just forget it?"' 

Our personnel was undergoing a whitewa shing a s irans

fe rs were coming in ~o fasl it was almost possible to greet 

a mate and bid him goodbye at the same time. One of. 

ficer, wh ile commenting on this procedure. hod the best 

explan/ltion we know of. and got plenty of practice re peal. 

ing, "Th()! \ the Novy way." W e took 519 me n th rough the 

tra nde r }:-<!! ces be fo re com le ting our complern nt of 270, 

which is ( p re t Iy good ave rag e. This r sent d i1 d iffic ult 

problem for the officer in c e rge o f milit a ry training, yet 

i1 good percentage had compl t·ed the va rious courses be· 

rnr our ri MI orders to , have off were r ceived. T e an. 

lic iplllion of Icaving had most of us ge ared to the poinl of 

a nervous flJce horse , and after our orders had b e n 

changod from November I, to Decem ber I, with the possi. 

bili ty of -nothe r change to J"Hluary, some of Ihe boys we re 

giving eve n mom; y that the war wou ld be over be fo re we 

got co c rack at the lit tl e sons of heaven. 

S ortly ofl e r sec.uring the rifle range proiae l an order 

CLIme to move to ll no lher area which was Ihe bl'l((ads used 

by all units prior TO embarka t ion , even though the ~pace 01

loted each mar. in a fwo·story building was about e ight 

square feet, it was a chdnge whi ch caused ple niy of excite· 

r.1enl. Scarcely before our gear was squared away, we were 

assigned to the Homoja pro ject, later refe red to as the 

homicide project. Quonset huts with complete housi ng fa· 

cilities IlI rge enough for two fami lies wore to be erected by 

th e earl iest possible date. Some of the huts were partia lly 

comp leted by two or th ree units who had g otten star ed 

then secured . It was evident the: r idells obcur co~struct;cn 

varied sharply from those of our chiefs. Perhaps one o f the 

~os t oulstar,d:'lg features of e Seabees is thei r ini tia tive 

and Can Do spiri to get a job done in a hurry. W hile try. 

inq to solve the jig saw puzzle, ilnd the bes oss ible pro· 

ced ure from there severa l hours ' value ble ,rne Via s lost 

howevor our I I days' work produced severa l new huts , a no 

almcs i com pletion of the sewer system for the pro ject . 

Orders to shove off had fina lly come, ono 48·hour liberiy 

pdrties went out in two sections with the understanding 

they must be aboard by 0700 December 7th. O r'le week 

ren1,:;ined in wnich to pack, load supplies, issue cloihing , 

~e~ bogs, GI shoe s, ilnd t·wo d og tags pe r man before lea v. 

;ng fer Camp Ro ussellu, Port Huene me, C ali . No doub l 

"bC1 U I ;t. the morale of tha i gang went up a couple hUll · 

dred ooints, and everyone was eager, and ra dy to lond II 

haloing hand on any kind of work with one thought in mind, 

we knew at last when, and where our unit was bound . H ' d 

we known the n whll Port Huene me had in store for us thel ! 

en th usia m woul d have melted do wn to our shoe lops as 

it did lalor, 

During the course o f packing some d ifficulty wc1 ~ e n

countered by the c~lfpenters who we re give" ihe lask of 

crating an old 1914 model piano, complete with nickel slo t, 

and colored glass fron t. It sti ll had the imp rints o f beer 

mugs on her roof. Ensign He ndricks had sa lvllged his /In 

tique from a second· hMd store in Frisco , a nd Iilter some 

one na med he r "H enerit ta " dfte r him. In spit o f the ma ny 

p rates 5 his de te rmination to ha ve Il piano fo r Paul Bou rque, 

the p i<'l nis t of our un it , was unfalte red. Not o nly d id she 

take up o ne end o f a freight co r, b ut er e~c 5S wa iq ht re o 

q uired at least 5i men a nd a cra ne to man her . 

Two c rs were al lo led us for sup plies and ersonal gear, 

and afleF the last piece WIl S pu t IIboord, it beca me neces

S(l ry for II truck to rem the d oors dosed . 

1700 was th e time of mus te ri ng t'ha men, and all hMd~ 

except one we re present. This fellow had form ed a hab it o f 
bringing u the r a r at eve ry must-er and when som e one in. 

q l,ired why the d loy, the c hie f in cha rg le t it be nown 

th ll t Vincc n t A lessand ro, Sic, had forg o te n his gu ita r, and 

after holding up t·he war for more tha n len minutes, he 

Cd me walking noncho lontly <'lCrosS the drill f ield , lind the 

only exclIse. he had to offer was 'Wh",t 's t·he hurry?" 
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We were honored with a b/lnd escort which morched in 

front of our Company to the train, and as we morched off 

the base 0 sense of pride ond duty was exemplified by of

ficers and men alike_ II was only natural fhe train was mode 

up of chair cars, and those combination seats and beds 

became pretty hard and uncomfortable befere 0700 the 

following morning, December 16th. Midnight chow con 

l i ~ ted of one sandwich, one cookie, and an orange. The 

officers shared spllce with those of C.B.M.U, 624 who came 

aboard with us, and for some unexplainable reason they 

were overlooked ot chow time , however our sk ipper is a 

most considerate and understanding mon whose horse trad· 

ing ability made it possible for them to dine with those of 

624, therefore no one went to the brig . This was to happen 

later to a few whose liberty privileges were 100 strong for 

them. This was especially true in the case of W. H. Baxter, 

SF2c, who would invariable show up from 12 to 75 hours 

lilte, each time promising faithfully never to let it happen 

again. His record Will so full of court martials that the 

shore patrol threlltened to charge him rent for s,.,,'lCe in 

the brig. How he managed to do it is known cn'y te him . 

self, but he never made the brig at ~II. He was !ater to 

prove one of our most cllpoble men, and a h/lrd wa rh:r. 

liked and respected by everyone. 

As the men lined along side the train in Hueneme they 

looked like fugitiv es from an ali night clam bake. It was 

not at all surprising to see many of our friends there to wei. 

come us, and immediately volunteer the low down on the 

policy of the base, type of chow to expect, but t e most 

important ques ti on in our minds was how long d o unit s 

usualiy remain on the base before [eaving for ov~' rseos . 

Scuttlebutt about ali this got il head start before w ha d 

galien t·o our bcmacks. ond sp relld like a forest fire, each 

offering a brand new version on what to e xpec t. 

Most camps are equipped with different style bunks , bu t 

these socks an~wcred every detail for whdt the n<Jme 

"SACK " implied, and h(ld all the class of i } h tel, The 

first impression of these reminded us of a grape arbor with 

u p iece o f canvas stretched across th e lop for "p rings, Th"y 

weren't b(ld, just 0 li ll ie b(lggy in the middl e. The chow 

proved to be e xcellent , dnd so me of th e boy~ remarked, 

. They were fallening us for the kill, " but ,thei r opinion 

changed after the rations boiled down to sp ... nn su ndwiches 

every noon during our ten doys 01 military training. 

All ~upplies were stored in what was designated uS the 

/lrmory, We drew 0 complai'a i. ue of fighting gear con

sisting of full pack, steel helmet , carbine rifle, fighting 

knife, and such incidentals as mosquito netting and insec ti

cide powder. These items gave us (l good id eA th t whe re 

We we rc: going wa s in il tropical ci im,l te with insec ts thrown 

in fo r company. Ali hClnds wt:,rc requ e~ted to r po rt for 

military training, ond ;hree instructors used up ell 0 ' one 

morning teaching us how to roll our pock, prep re pu 

tents fo r bivouacing, and he proper way to carry ell our 

equipment after we were eventuolly ho rne ssed up. The 

weig ht of our helmet 1I10ne mode us afraid t o bend ever 

for fe or our heod would hit the ground. The firs " doy wos 

the toughest, and a t ired bunch o f men mode use o f every 

known remedy for burning feei offer a ten-mile hike wit h 

fu ll pock, Every day a di fferen t inst ructor lIppe ore to put 

us t'hrough the grind of learn ing how to shoot, t row a hond 

grenade, use 0 boyonet, figh ti ng kn ife, gas ma sk, an mosl 

every kind o f sma ll weopon known fo r ~illi ng. A course 

in judo tought us how to d isarm, and ill a Ja with our 

A ,mall portion of the vast ,upplie, in Port Hu onomo. 

bore onds. All this p roved nof only in l re~ ing, b ut Ilec~ 

sary fo r who t might be expected of u in the fu ture a"d for 

te n days we soa ked up enough knowledge to 105 fo r the 

dura tion. The Icut d y of militlHY troining round us ~rawl

ing on our bell ies through the b rush ~ome 200 y rds pre 

parotory to establishing beoch helld nown liS, deploying 

th enemy, Afte rwlIfds the iflstru~ or though I a good idea 

for cooling o ff wo ul be trip over the obstacle course, 

bul men over 35 years old '..,ere no expected to go through 

unless the y so de irs , Several o f them eged llidly, while 

o the rr unde r slima led their /1gB nd emerged "'/et lind 

muddy from il spill in the VI ter whi le swing ing Ti'H'2M 

{ash ion across 1I 20· oat woter hole . No eom lain come 

from the men who we re well aware thoi t /II was their lasl 

day o f oafing 10 miles tho g rew to seem lae 20. By ihis 

time the manifest fo r our overseos supplies ha been re 

ceived , which gove the sv ply d epartme nt II fu ll t ime job 

for the a lanee of our sta y on Ihe b else, however those who 
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Thi, wos our fi,.t t.n·mil. hike without , full ped, If ceme I,'er, 

had less 10 do had become restle ss again, but scuttlebutt 

I hat our shipping orders were expected soon served a . an 
antidote for them, Shortly before we were to receive our 
c%rs, some more tronsferring took place, most of whom 
were hospitlll patients replaced by seamen, but the com
parison to that 01 Camp Parks were very few, 

A volleyball court was set up for tho,e who were in need 
of exercise, and the first one to take advantage of this was 
the office force, It grew in popularity, and w<lln't long 

before a woiting list became necessary. One fellow wtlh 
a promising future in our unit. Clnd plenty 01 enthu sia sm 

for going overseas, fractured a leg on the court. and 

many of US regretted the fact A. E. Crow, Sic . auld not 
be wi th us on the day we left the Stll tes. 

It was the day before Christma s. ond ilt this time of year 
there semed to be on epidemic of ho me sickness in ou r 
unit, but two nights' liberty in Hollywood o ffe red a ure 
cure lor many aiiments of this nature, Califo rnil! h d 

gained a reput<:!tion for the courlesie ~hown a ll service men 
whn preferred the thumb rout e to thill of those ver. 

crowded liberty buses. Those fortunale ones who had 

crivote CMS on the base offered transportation to per. 

manent cusfomers, six 'lnd sometimes se ven would sit 011 

over each other for 75 miles in order to save en hour of 

their precious liberty time, One mMe F. J . Horowj 'z. Sic, 

hed hi s four-door sedon loaded to obsolute capacity. going 

hell bent for election 10 Holl ywood. and it becllme qui e 

obvious the rood WaS bending too fost to match his driving, 
but ,; wasn ' t until after we found ourse lves parked in the 

m:ddle 01 a field dio we re (llize he had missed the last one 
entirely. We have never been oble to understand wha 
keot the blasted thing from turning over, but fe it deeply 

reiieved to be alive. Accidents of this nature were fre
queM, but the mo,t dep,o roble one ever to happen in our 

unit. took place on New Year 's Eve when Richard Duffy. 

SF Ie, walked acro;;, Highway 101 neor Venturo, Calif., a nd 

C! fost moving CM, drlv,"n by some highw<'Iy mllniac struck 
him with such force his mang led body was picked u 50 

feet from the spot where he wos hit . lind witho ut bothering 

to stop, di sappea red in the darkness. This wa~ t e second 
visit death hed made to our unit, each time selecting he 
hiq'hesf ca liber of o ur personrlel. Duffy' s pleasing e r. 

wnality had won the respect of every man in the un it , end 
by his gracious manner, and willing ness to be o f essistance 
:0 all , he was jokingly referred to as he Chaplain. On the 

very hOll r of hi l death-8:40 p. m,-a p ra nks te r with a 
p iece of cha lk had scribb led a sign on th e ba d o f a 
checker board , " Richa rd Duffy. Chaplo in ," piec ing it in a 

conspicuous spo t on his desk. By vo lunt eer subsc rip tio n 

h;s many friends mailed a check 10 his wife , Mrs. Margaret 

Duffy. 117 .41 142nd Place. South Ozone Pork, N. Y. Each 
man shared individually fhe ~orrows o f Mrs. Duffy, an 

their young ~on. 

Ha py New Year echoed lig htly ftuough he ca mp, but 
mos t o f the men rema ined quiet with sad fa ces ou l o f ' • 

speel fo o ur dep d ed co mrade. All o f them knew the 
cha nces of seeing ou r fam ilies <l gllin be fo re sa il in g wos oul 

o f the q uestion li nd a the bells o f ha ppiness , ho e ond 

Now with full peck dnd rift .. we go through baffle meneuve,.. 



determination rang out the old year which had been one 
of uncertainty and sorrow for men, women and children 

011 over the world, we wondered where we would be a year 
from then, if the war would be over, and what the folk> 

ilt home were doing at that moment. It's difficult indeed 

to describe the true feelings of a service mlln who is 

making preparation te venture into a strange land of hard · 

ships, suffering, and dellth, but i'l menta ' picture of gay 
parties, the sm ile of tho,e we love, and that constant reo 

minder of the happy times we enjoyed before entering the 
service left many of us with a lump in our throllts, The 
older men could apprec iate the dllnger ond seriousness of 
the task that awaited us and were expected to set an e x· 
ample for those youngsters who looked upon this 05 on 
exciting adventure, most of them discounting the possi. 
bility they migh't not come bad, Most of the men mil n· 

oged to conceal their true feelings as the New YeM 
d aggered in with many of them returning from liberty in 
the same manner, Up to now cur Skipper had been spared 

the ordeal of passing cut court martials, with the excep· 
tions of a few undesirables who were caught in the tran$fer 

net before leaving Camp Parks, Everyone hod grown to 
respect and appreciate the persona! interest he took In 
the men. When their welfare was at stake he could dl· 
way,> be depended on to go to the bat for tnem if iusti . 

fied, but if the case called for a reprimand, he would al ~o 

go to the mon with a bot, He wa s a 'luiet mannered indi o 
vidual, just lucid enough to match is position, but if one 
of the men got out of line far enough to warrant disc i· 

plinary action, all neil would break loose, Scarcely before 
the New Yea r 's glow had worn off the shore pMro'i had 

furnished the Skipper with an all·day job of pas ing sen· 

tence on several cand id6tes. Among them WdS d young 
seaman who hod made it his business to keep him bl.l ~ y 

dt this indoor sport, and this event was "0 exception for 
Albert Paiz, S2c, (j'; he stood rigidly at a llention, the 
Skipper Boomed, "So it's you ilgllin" lind after using up 

the best pari of his profane vocabulary, he tape red off by 
telling him, "I don't want to ever see you in here again for 

anything and the next time you appear before me, 1"11 pu t 
you under the brig and throw the key IlW"y, SUMMARY 
COURT MARTIAL!" This little scolding could e"sily indi 

cote he WIlS mad and those who could not help over·hearing 

it from the adjoining office, quietly, but quickly made 
their exi t. 

Saiurday in the Navy has a different meaning for u~ 

than the u>ual run of the days, or the one designClted for 
taking a bath . We dreaded this day for the most port of 
it meant inspection of the areiJ, personal q a r. and c1eanli. 
ne5~ of 'luorters, but there was alway, that tJnti cipat-ion of 
week·end liberty, providing the inspection wos sa tisfactory 
~nd we made certoin of that . Liberty schedule s were di· 
vided in two sec;; tions, por,t and starboord wo tch, e ll ch 

ril ted every other week·end d,hore. We were amu5ed at 

th e many Navy terms used such iIS , swabbing the deck , 
meon! a few swing> of <I mop over the floor, or clear the 
bulkhead of persona l gear, re move your tkings from t~e 
woll. The g€lner;)1 idea for the!e e . press ions Wd S fa famili 
Mize U ~ with Navy tatk aboard ship, however silly the y 

seemed in connection with our dry land surro undings. 

From the beginning of boot trllining, the impodance of 

cleanliness is stressed. but there 's a lways those few who 

try to fool the inspecting officers by turn ing their mat. 

tress cever wrong side out, or hide seme unou .horized 

equipment under their bunks. The officers were always on 

the aled for such pr"ctice /lnd wi; hout hesitati on would 

slap a restriction on those wno dared dltempt it. There 

was the case of a younq seaman, JJ . J, Matich , S2c, WilD 

had done a very complete job of camouflaging his bun k, 

and might have gotlen by h"d the Skip per been tro ubled 
with a cold, How do you suppose he knew that sock cover 
needed soap and water? tt looked c lean enough. It was 

taken for qri'H1ted the dllte of our emb" kation was close 
at hand, a~ other units be fore u~ were shoving o ff one by 
one, it wal about time some o f Ihe goslings Isellme n TO 

you), e xecuted the bright ideo of short hoir cuts wh ich 

they thought would establish them as some sort of 0 clown , 

or continue the popula r sport of u~ i ls p reced ing us , a nd i\ 

wesn't sa fe for a man sporting a wavy for e top to be o n 

board when the clippi ng drtist went in a act ion. The vic · 

tims cilught in this dragnet suffered untold misery a fte r a 

few days out to sea, plu s a d esire for a quick sun·ton . 

several skul ls became a crimson red , lind very tende r. 

December 30, 1945 was the day set for the form a l 
presen tation of our colors, The process io n .ad been ca re
fully rehearsed wit h cha lk lin es to d e signa te the correct 

position of each o fficer clnd p la ioon lead er, Iso markers 
to indicate th · o rope r pi ece fo r column lind fla nk move· 

ments, and equally i mpcr ~"nt were the voriou$ sme lle r de · 

tails. The color gua rd wa s seled ed , two I"dy sp onsors . 

Mrs, H. G. Mariner and Mrs. R. L. McDo nald. Flowe r; fo r 

each was to add dignity to the occasion whic~ gave p ram 

ise of a colorful "nd im ressive ceremony , The uni form 

of the day was dress b lue baker with legqings, guard belt , 
and carbine rHle. The reviewing stand was all d o lled u 
with banners a nd flowers ready to receive t e o ff ic iols 

which reminded us of a Fourth of J uly celebrat ion, Durinq 
the p reparation one fe llow wa s he ard to say, 'Why 11 11 
th is po mp and fuss just to g ive us th ose flag s? Why do n' f

the y ho nd them to us, so we could get some sack d u~ 
before chow?" 

AI 1000 the buqler sounded attention, the b lind struc 

a lively' tune. A s we marched on the d ri ll fi eld we pre· 

sented a most co lorful assembly. W e proceeded down th e 
ce nter of the field, ha lting in front 0 the re viewing S o nd . 

tOO aces away. The c omm and , Le ft Face , bro ugh t us to 
face the reviewing office r~ , and the comma nd . Sound Off, 
wil ~ given by the adjutant who does an abou t. fac , sa lu ted 

the commanding officer to reporf. " The ba tt al ion is 
form ed ," Th Skipper in turn ga ve the order to , Pos t the 
orders, The edj utant does e nolhe r a bout·face to g i ... e the 
command, Office rs Front /l nd C enter. and os the o ffrc e rs 

advanced forward they were immed i/dely fo llowed by th e 

two color guards lind Iwo colo r beo re rs, who we re halted 
six paces from the reviewing c ffic rs. The C p tll in s 
guard, consist·ing of 2t me n, formed a n arch with ri nes 

5 the C p tain a nd hi s rev iewing e rty walked beneo!lt h 
the rifte forma tio n to mo un t the reviewing stllnd . At th i;; 
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A part of our unit 

pain! our colors wers formally prese nted to Mrs. H. G. 
Marine r by C opta in H. E. Paddock , who in turn presented 
them to the color beMers. As Ihe fl a gs were unfurled to 

ripp lG moje stically in the breeze, oil hands came to, Present 
Arms. while Ihe band played the Nationa l An them. The 
Skip per gave the command, POiIS in Review, and during 

th!!t portion of the ceremony we were preced ed by Ihe 
band, who laa d uS directly in front of the reviewing sta nd 
for the officials to view. A snappy, Eyes Righ t, was exe · 
cuted liS we nellred the stand , and the relie f experienced 
Iter WIIS like ge tt ing oul of d ress c lo thes after II forme l 

function. Whi le we were dressed in our hem lace pants. 

we had our pict-ure mad fo r t he fir sl t ime os a uni ·. 

For thc nex t two weeks we were given he a signmenl 

of B()sc M in lonunce whi ch u~il i lcd the greater Ilrt o f 

the ra ted men. wh ile those unassigned took furnr. at mess 

cooking and d evedofc schoo l. How ' ve r, Ihos Iwo weeks 

wen l by quickly 6 S everyon e knew orde~ to leave the 
Sf tes w ra e xpect-ad (Jny da y. The unit w IIS sccured on 
J onull ry 24t h, 1945, with fo ur da ys in which to pu t our 
a ff ll ir in order. Durinq I'his shor t time Ihe men used 
evcry meth od they knew fo r p rocuring liquor 10 ta ke wi th 
uS just in ca~e of sna ke bite. This p roctice WIIS ~ I rict ly 

forbidd e n and rigidly en fo rced li S ea ch ma n e nt ered the 

g ll fe. II shak down could always be e xpe c ed. W e were 

given to understand this p roced ure wa s " Base orde r a l 
all portl of embarkation, bul the Sea bee~ have a Wily of 
doing things in the face of Db ta cles nd by a un ique 

method our g a ng had enough giqgle so up on th base to 
get the majority of us roaring drunk the night before we 
shoved off, with three or fou r coses to take wilh us over· 

seas. We "'ere advised to m il our heovy clot hing home , 
b ut with inadequa te facilitie s o f the Ex ress Company a ll 

the bllse, it beca me necessll ry for a work party to tllke 
about 80 packoges to il n o rby town for mail ing. This o f
fered an excellent oppori'uni ty for smuggling liquo r through 
the g o te 115 the guards se ldom ever stop II truck fa seo rch 
it. Six or eigh t qu arL wrappe d neatly in a box would be 
sent back to Ih e base by the driver wit h instruc tion to 
del ive r them 1'0 our $ o r<l ge room fo r be t ter add ress. Afler 
Ih ·· fir s t trip he got wi se 1'0 our plan bu t a coup I o f ~ho t s 

pining in review. 

of cur loot won his conse nt for two more !louis. The men 

left to add ress packa g 5 go' he ir hink ing p owe rs so well 

o iled that it never has been d e e rmined whether ou r g ea r 
ever reac hed ii's d esf iMtion . FOll r cases in thaI sup

ply room made it lao" mo re like a pllckage s a re . but we 
hurried ly p ilC ed p rl of it in boxes thai were labeled , 
, OFF ICE. SUPPLI ES." whi le the rest of it oHered the meons 

o f II d runken br<'l wl the nigh t before we go a boa rd the 
shi p, with a ll honds par ici p <'I t ing. 

Se vero I of the me n m(Jnaged somehow to g e by the 
gUllrd , with a q Ull rt or so for the occasion. lind now it 

can be la id whlll a Pllrty that was. Dignity, rltnk end er

sonal opin ions were flushed down Ihe sewer . Omcer~ and 
men alike lei their ha ir down giv ing ve nl to he ir fee lings in 

I) n e ffort to drown a ny idea of fu tu re consequ ences. 
The d e legation was headed by C hief H l'lrr , Ry n, who 

hed gott en an e1lrly start , in he even~ he was expee!ed 
to make a speech it WIIS only natura l ho be prepared . 

Everybody was looking fo r Elmer ond the search can inua 
/III through the nigh I wi th most of Ihe d elega tes followi g 
the chie f fr om one "rra cks a ano th e r ha lf·dressed a nd 
that half consisted o f som e thing o ld. il nd something bor
rowed. w!loop ing nd ra is ing hel, nd ae ing like 0 bunch 
o f Republica ns a 6 nationll l conven ion . Sleep was strie! y 
ve rboten . 

It VIM a c illy night and long h<!l nd le underwear ·....as in 
o rd r and on member o f the don p raded up lind 0 \'1I1 

the street in his long hand les, a helmet and ca rbine rine 

sea rch ing for Bunker Hi li. and af ter he stumbled over a 
ile o f sllnd . thM wa s it, so the c hie f ordered his gallan! 

lJf'm y to cllpture this importa nl poin t, resulting in 0 dog 
pile with o ur chief on the bo tom of t·he hellp, holf buried 
in the sand . 

It wo uld be beHer to skip th e results of th lll melee, bu t 
for the sake of records our heads were q reatly enlarged Ihe 
ne xt morni ng an the Ihoug h 5 o f a bOil ride m<!lde some 

II little sea-s ic even be fore "'e board ed the sh ip . 
All bun ks h d to be horoughly scrubbed , Ihe g round $ 

and borra ch mad e reody fo r ins , ec ion , every man reedy 
·to shove off with gea r, and full Po!lC by 1300. A I 13]0 

J anua ry 2 71 h, 1945 trampor/Cllion was mllde reedy, and 
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urter D shorr ride we were lined up on the Jocb giving 
the sh;p thaI was ' 0 carry us to Is lend X the once over . 
This was the first s:,io most of us had ever been abo<'lrd 
ilnd of ,1'1 thoughTS in our minds, the most important was
wculd this baby gei us there all in one piece. We we re 
checked off as we went aboard in alphabet ica l order and 
ihe climb down the ladder in hold No. I. wrestling wi 
ull our gear would make one of Edgar Ke nnedy's movie ~ 

look like a church wedding. Sardines were never plld e 
~o complDei os we were in that hold, bu nks we re si ( tier. 
high, but redsonilbly comforta ble ' O f' ship bun ks, however 
oj Pullmiln train is li ke a aerie r suite in com a rison . II ...' a ', 
only a miller of minute s befo re everyon e ho unhornesseo 
himself from his pock to go topside for some much-need 
fres h ei r. W . J. Cmidy, Y2c, did all his in record i ime , 
but he hild a better reason than any of us suspected , wh ich 
could have caused him plenty of anxiety had he no t tllken 
immediate action. He expected to finish his mission be 
fore we found out th"t his cMbine rifle was on its W{Jy bed. 
1o c<lmp in olle of 30 hu ck:, . His oxplanlli ion . I would 
helve been in ne he ll of " fix trying to fig hl J c,!Y.. 10 

handed, . was readi ly unders ood an d accepted l'e<'1o.on· 
aGle, therefore Ihe incident Wd S closed . 

We 5 rolled Mound the deck , engrosse in our I ~ t view 

Pictured hero i, tho USAT Se..camp toaded to 
the command 

of Go ' ~ counlr I ror 111 ybe severlli monlhs TO come b Ul 

I he grim re~ lild ion o f WlJr and our contr ibution toward 
i: aave us {J wea ~ feeli ng i the stomech, all owing for the 
fact it could have been the remnllnrs of our hangover. 

Molhers , wives, and sweetheart s hod lined the docks TO 

bid their loved ones good - yeo Tears were not iceably hid
den behi nd >te rn , d et ermined fac e ...,ho dared not expose 
the ir true feelings ,hey endeevored to avoid . There was 
no room for sentiment, thi was it. or at leas the beginn'ng 
o f it for us, end while the ship s crew mode ready for the 

egmning of a I, OOO-mile Iri across t Pac ific to deliver 
her cllrgo of some 3,000 fully equ ipped fig ht ing men on 
Islllnd X. They remained quie wilh sad expressions, realiz
ing heir deslinll tion was unknown. it was 1600 w n the 
We or bene<1th s took on d d ecid ed muddy color and os 
the churning of he ship co ntinu6d , we could feel her mov
ing. W it hin II ma iler of minutes the Cill iforn io shore li ne 
f.ded com plet ely lind he sigh of so much water "'"5 new 
n- ascina in for most of us. 

e ship vI 5 an Army Tr ns orl, her crew MerchMt 
ri ~es. he r guns manned b: the N "y Armed GUllrd , a na 

tho ollssel'gers aboard consisted of Sea bees, the eemmo 
Newy. and M('I(ine.s . O ne waul hink this combina tion 
Vlo:l ld CI'luse jealous I iVil lry omong them, bu each men haC! 

cdpacli ty with men and molerial ...he ..oited lor 
to .hov~ 011. 
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Reading from lop 10 boHom: Our supplies consi,t.d of everylhing 
from 0 mouse trap to bull-doze", Thi, auto and truck bridle made tho 

loading of h••vy equipment 'imple and .a,y, The,e dr·um, of oil not 

only offered the blood ,tr..m for our machinery, bul the empty can. 
were used to make water containers, ,ewer mains, "nd pontoons. 

a sf=:6ci fied job to d o, irrespe cl ive of what b ranch 01 $e r
vice he belonged, their duties were pe rformed very hor
moniously throughout the entire trip. Already this voyage 

hod a ll the ear marks of danger, and uncomfortllb le a s we 
were, the necessity of it WIlS understood lind ap p recillted, 

Our da ily routine did not vary from a set schedule thllT 

grew to be a monotonous ordeal, however, each unit hac 

the privilege of choosing the desired forms o f recrea tion, 
In our cozy lillie den, checkers lind bingo became the mos l 

op ular of them a ll, but when the so coiled mu sic ians got 
thei r squawking instrumen ts out of mothballs there wllsn 
a du ll or peaceful moment and everyone thought himself 
capable of playing whatever instrument that happe~ed to 
be hllndy. 

During our soiourn here wa s one fe llow, D. J, Finnie , 
EM2c. who could p laya little on most ny of them ; yes , " 
very Ii tie , but he WIlS a likeable devil who seemed 10 be 
eve rywh re at o nce wi h his gags and wisec racks, which 
served as a good tonic for those who paused to conside r 
whilt was awai t ing us. He got more kick ou t of his stuff 
tha n we did, but it' s safe to say hi s efforts did more for 
our morll ie Ihen IlII the other events, 

A small bag of necessitieS, donated by the Red Cross, 

WiJ , issued each man, conta ining a pode ~-s ize boo . which 
played II maior roll towa rd our e nioyment_ They d id a 
grea l· deal of good in many respects , but t r were oc
casions where the Red Cross fai le d to live up to it-s repu 
ta .ion a nd many service men have been heard a reml!rk, 
" Neve r again will I contribute to them, " However, wi th 
he remendous respoflsib iliries involved, they do eno ugh 

g ood to more than off se t their bad points, 

Chow pllsses we re issued Il nd each hold had a se t t ime 
in 'IIh ic~ 10 eal. We were the fi rs t in line and each wee 

change o f sched ule wou ld be e ffed ed plilting us las t 
even ually. Each pass h d 10 be punched , and by thi s 
ysfem second s we re oul o f the q uestion, ye l e veryone he; , 

suffi cie nt food whic h we cons id ered beller tha n ave rage. 

Night f&!lll o n the ocedn is oil bea utiful sighi, especially if it 

ful l mOOn is ba th ing the white ca ps wilh glamour a nd oll r 
fo rldesl hope~ could not have been e xcelled th a t night. The 

aelow, left to ri9ht: An in,id. viow of Ih~ barrad. where we made 

ro.dy for a lon9 .ea vOY"ge. Th. trucks th.1 carried u. to the dod. 
were a welcomet sighf a\ we h,adn't loo~C!d forward to walking d mile 

or morc' with .11 our goor. 



se ring of lhe "un over miles of blue-green waler po rtrayed 
a picture many of us had never seen outside of 0 painting 
or the movies. The 50ft glow of Ihe moon WIl S so bright that 
small print was eosily readable , but who wonted to read on 
a night like that. We remained all deck until a late hour, 
drinking in the beauty and grundcur of a gigant ic master 
piece of nature. Th e poets have many differenl opinions 
and cwrcssiO!1s on the cHect und reaction of one', mind 
concerr;ing lhe ocean, varying from a calm. res tfu l state to 
thol of impulsive d e.:; pondency. ReoJiz ing her da ngers with 
the thousands o f ou tlllws of the sea, always on the alert, 
ready to devour any living crea ture who comes within 
rellch, gives one the impress ion o f her hungry greediness 
for anything th at breathes. Constantly whispered dC<1th 
with the snarl ,) i:l lion, always resl les; and d issatisfied and 
poised to wrap her mou ntai n of waves around man or ma 
te i,)1 without warning. O!1 that particular nignt we could 
only see the belluty of it, the constllnt rhythmic splashing 
of the white capped waves pushed as ide by the bow of 
t e ship, "',ould rise angrily with a seeming eHort of 'e· 
senifulncss. Th i, wa · indeed the olace and se tting for 
romance, hard to resist for those with aspirations of love. 

O ne by one the men made the ir way down two ladders 
to make ready for the sack, and fo r the first few nights it 
Wa 6 reosonably cool sleepi ng. Each day thereafte r it be
come hotter and holte r unt il finally it WClS almost unbeM
able. Tho ~hip'5 contin uous rock ing made w<'llking rllthe r 
diffi c; ult and some of the men b · ciJ me sea sid after he 
first night, making that oort of the ~rip " hect ic experi ence . 
Some thought was given the possibility of an e xtension on 
the h<lng \"l ver we ("me aboard with , CIS they hung thei r 
heads over the rw il hop ing they would die while feed ing the 
fi sh som~ slightly used CCllifornia chow. 

One ~e man got {J novel idea, a nd to void rolli ng a li t 
of h i ~ ndfrow bunk, he lite rally laced him self in wit'h clol hes 
slops, iJ nd had the ,hip turned ov r N. H. Drews, 52c , hod 
his worr io" in tha i re ect tied 1I like ,) Christmas pock
lIgc. After chow . ch morning the men would make a wi ld 
scramble for t he coo l spo ts on the upper deck. most 01 
wh ich were ou t of bOlJnd~ and no sooner would they gei 
nice nd comfy, II detll iJ fo r swabbing d wn the d,tck would 

Tho Coli/ornia sun wa, bl i,lering hot the daV we boarded Ih. ship and 
tho "in, Ihal morning didn'1 help matlen .1 all. 

At Ilut 'We were on our way to a str.ng8 Lsnd, each man with III! 

,il.nt prayer Ihal h. mighl rolurn 10 Ihose shores. 

open fire with a water hose on "II who came within ron ge. 
An officer ha ppened to be promenadinq along t e deck 
one morni ng during that particular time when he sho Id 
have been below. T. J . O'Leary, Sic, quickly too' advan- ' 
tage of the situation and let him hrwe a full nozzle of salt 
water, IIccidental!y on purpose_ The office r roared II pro 
test which was undignified for a gold braid. buf no thing 
was done about it because the oHender was ca rrying ou 
orders. 

We had become accustomed to the motion o f the shi 
after the third day <''Ind our sea legs would e rmit wal king 
in a semi-horizontal posit ion with less effort. Th e Clbsence 
of sell gulI~ mild us con5cious of the dirlllrlce we hod 
covered and Il1e extra recau tions ta ken by the gu n crew 
indicated we we re nea ring dangerous waters. They be 
co me more vig ilant and the sh ip was b lllcked out from sun 
down to wn up. No smoki ng on the upper dec aft r d rk , 
in the mess ho I! or th e nold. and th e only 6voilo ble place 
where we could ho e for an aft er dinn r smo~e , 'wa s the 
head. Th is rril ngeme nt w s definil Iy sour gropes wi lhout 
a pillce to sit olher than one o f the to i t seals, providing 
we were among -the first 20 to arri ve. Howev r we were 
privileged to mix our cig6r smoke with rhe ve r pre.sent 

A /ar~w.1I presonlalion by Ihe Olliciat Navy Band coutd .tways be 
expcctt!'d at such occasions which madr. us fppl our efforts were

appreciated. 



tlroma of an out house . Twenty minutes of this produced 

enough smoke to make II London fog look like a light mi,!. 

The shower rooms looked invit ing enough with tile floors 
resembling those of a Y.M.C.A.. and until we tried them 
we thought at Illst here was the a nswer to the hellt problem. 

G e tting cl elln under a salt -wllter shower, a barrel of mo

Illsses would serve the purpose just as well _ Some tried the 

salt water soap with little or no success, which lathered 

about tho same a s thllt much salt pork. Regardless of t~e 

time ~pent trying to ge t the dirt off. it could still be 
rolled up like bread crumbs. and after washing our hair 

it had the texture of an unraveled rope. The use of fresh 
water for bath ing was strictly ta boo. yet some of the vio

iotors of this ru le managed very nicel'y with a c""teen fun. 
which was the me(lns of some sOllpy l<'Ither. to be rinsed off 
with solt water. 

By the time we were deep into enemy waters, we hod 
been drilled on how to abandon ship, the correct position 

o f holding a life pre se rver during the jump. and a fire 
drill took pl <J ce three o r four times each week. This would 

invariably ha ppen when most of us were hilif undres~ed 

in an effort to keep cool. When the alarm, indicating air 

or submarine attack wos sounded. we never knew whether 
it was the real thing or p ract ice, but lost no time getting 
the necessary equipme nt on to da sh hurriedly up the l<'Idder 

to fall in line on the upper deck . The gun crew would be 
a l their pos t s searching the ho rizon with field g las, es . wait
ing fo r the order to sta rt be lching steel. It wo uld have 

been most unhe<'llthy for a n Gnemy sub to display his tele
scope within ra nge of that ship fo r she wa s armed to the 
teeth_ Just before dusk each evening th e gun crew wou d 

take th e ir positions to b e on th e alert for a lurk ing J ,., p 

sub , and re main there unri i dark. This sa me p rocedure was 

followed during the early morning hours as we ll , which Wr) 5 

Ihe most like ly ho ur for aHack. 

One of the o the r batialions hlld their band aboa rd and 
members from this group put on several shows, but the 

movies led in popularity, e ven though they were 10 yea rs 
o ld . The men would select a spot two hours before show 

time, ignoring the out of bounds signs to swarm over every 
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inch of space in sight of the screen. There were only a 

few nights when this was possible on the upper deck , mos ~ 

of the shows took place below in the mess h<'lii. We hit 

port ot New Guinea for fuel and water, at which time 
movies were moved to topside where it WIIS de lightful ly 

cool. The hellt below deck had become so intense that ali 

those who could, used up every inch of the deck for sleep

ing , and eventuCllly some white lines had to be painted o n 
the deck to enable the ship's crew to make their rounds 

after dark without stepping on the guest. No beach was 
ever so crowded, but in spite of a slab of steel for a bea, 

they mllnc'lged to get some relief from the heat. 
After about 15 days the monotony of the trip beglln to 

tell on the men , but most irksome of the total events was 
the theme song played several times daily over the p ublic 

address system, and by the end of our journey there wllsn ' t 
a man aboard who hadn't heard "Rum and Coca-Cola" at 

least 100 times_ 

All day long the r<'lils wou ld be Ilined with those who had 
never soen flying fish and the strc'lnge, fllscinc'lting sight of 

those highly colored creatures sailing through the a ir, never 

more than t 2 ,inches out of water, like mi nia fure a irplones, 

will lonq be remembered by a ll of us. 

The most popular time for those seeking quiet solitude 

was in the cool of the evening . when the <'Iir was fresh and 

clean Clnd the reflection of Il bright moon paved a path of 
loveliness across the phosphate studded waters. There 
hasn't been near enough mention of the beautiful eH",cts 

crea ted by phosphate in the waves that sparkle .ike foun
ta in s of bubbling wate r in the sunlight. The splendor of 

their ever-changing color has t he richness of I'l f"lIing star 

hat resembles Il hCl nd full of gems laid carelessly on a pad 
of blue velvet in a jeweler's show ellse _ As far a s the ey e 

can reach the beauty o f white ca ps meiting into phosphate 

beneath whi te puff-balls of d ouds , the ir crest snowy 'n the 

moon light . is a sight to behold . 

The ship 's store had rationed drinks , candy , cigars, and 

c igorettes which made it necessary to set up a sub -store 
in our hold , lind by selling these at a small profit , we were 

able to offer b ingo prizes . and wh ile they lasted th is was 
II nightly event. Some of t~E' me n found re la xation by 
singing lind hilrd ly a night pa ssed without iI fe w renditions 
from those c roo ners ,,5 they strained their voices on " Dea r 
O ld G irl " a nd '·Sweet Adel ine ·. 

One evening d uring " n intermiss ion o f our bar room 

cho ir, a seamll n a sled the fad he had help.ed fa bUild 
the ship we were on and la ter produced proof o f hi s sta hl 

men! by his init ials carved deep in he r bulkhead . F. 

Stork . S2c, had worked in a Miss iss ippi shi p yo rd befo re 
e ntering t he Ndvy . but he never drell med tha t o ne da y 
this ship would Cilrry him ac ross the Pocific_ Fif teen days 
on the ocean without the sight of land or snips and the 
uneosy feeling of enemy subs prowling in those willers macie 
tho tr ip romantic, but d<'lngerous_ Fearing our posi : icn 

would be revealed and to avoid ony chance of being tor

pedoed, our ship traveled a zig -zag course at intervdls most 

all the way acro,s . One night in pa rticulilr the re mus t have 

been evidence of <'In attock so we trave led in c ircles a ll 

nig ht lind Ilbout 2400 another sh ip oppeared from o ut of 
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rho lirsl Soobe•• 10 Idnd on Ihe i.l.nd lived in I.nls ond truly I~.ir 

mission WlHi a tough one. 

the darkness , heading for our bow to miss us by inches , 

That incident co used considerable comment the next morn· 

ing , but with all due resped to the crew, she did a good 

job. 

Among the many traditions of the Navy is the initiation 

ceremony which ~ak (:s place during the cro~sing of the 

aquotor. This formality hod given most of us a secret 

reason to worry ond the idea was weighing heavy on our 
minds as the time drew nearer , Each day our wotches we re 

set back one hour, and this served os a const6nt reminder 
of thot forthcominq event , wh ich offered the means of an 
enjoyable pastime for those who were olready Snellbacks. 

but a dreuded ordeol for the polywogs. Getting informa· 

tion from a Shell bock on what to expect was like extracting 

blood from a turnip, Severo I doys before the occasion , 
she:lback meetings were held dllily, and after each session 

those in attendance would emerge with D smirkish grin all 
their foces, like the cot that had eaten the canary. 

Some of the younger men tried to laugh it off and could 

be heard to say, "Thol's a lot of hooy, those guys are just 
trying to scare us." They wanted to believe it themselves, 

but when the eventful day arrived, FebruMY 6th, 1945, it 

was most convincing to those chosen candidates. 

At 1000 came a voice over the public address system an· 
nouncinq the arrival of Duvey Jones, who hed snell ked on 

bomd from undcrneeth th l'> "hip, nnd Father Neptune reo 
fl.sed to pe rmit her to enter his private domoin before il 

court of inquiry was conducted on the upper deck. 

Since early that morning his Royal Guards had rounded 
up several victims who waited nervously in the improvised 
cour! room for trio/. As each polywog was summoned be. 
forf3 Neptune, who sported a long white beard ond a gold 
crown perched high on his would·be white heir, he held a 
scroll with outstretched arms as he started to read off the 
charges. The first two men were ordered to climb t e 

loftest rigging and with a pair of home-mode field glasses, 
nothing more thlJn two pieces of cardboard rolled to re
sembte IS·inch binoculMs, to report eoch minute if they 

Ouon•• t huts soon repldced the tenls dnd Monu. look ho.- ploce 
omon9 the le.ding harbor. 01 the Pdci/ic. 

had sighted the equotor. The Roya l barbers armed wit\' 

a huge wooden razor, three fee t in length, were ord ere to 

give t hem a shave and fo r lather a or io n of red poin t 

seemed to be wha t the bet ter cla ss barbers we re u ~ ing , 

The offi cers were gu il ty o f every chorge in the boo , Il nd 

then some, when a l ked if they we re too wll rm under a bo il · 
inq hot lun. and be fore the y had t im e fa dnswer, a crew 

of Royal servon!s wou ld give Ihem a Royol bath , clo thss 

and oil. The deta ils hod bee n care fu ll y worked o ut wi th 

plenty of red lind blue.!: paint /Idding color to the occasion 
and by the end of the tr ia l, the ir own mothe r wo uldn ' t 
have recogn ized' Ihem, 

Our Skipper was orderd to lie flot on his stom ach, deal 

cards with one hand an d stir a plate of beans wi 'h Ihe 

other, and to mllke l ure h wouldn ' l filII asleep o n fh job. 
<1 five-go lion budet o f cold 5011 \'/llle r 'II '> thrown fo rcibly 

over him at frequent intervals. 

Chief J , E. Gard p ro les t d v igorous ly and demllnds'J 
counse.1 when he was found g ilty o f indecent exposu re , 
then o rdered 10 sing " Toke I t Off, T Ilks It O ff" an sl ri 
at the sa me lime, No soo ne r hod he resen ted himself 

September mo rn style, the Royal servants bo he d him with 

i;l generous portio n o f red point , Y 5, his fll ce was red a lso . 

Ordinari ly it requi red two d a YI to ...rash o ff this Roy!!1 
nonsense, b ul the chie f wllln oul to breBl any records 

and asked fo r M edension o f time . So me o f th , 01 he r 
victi ms had received mo re tha n th e ir share of ,he RoyOI 

boa rd and found eoling chow in a slonding 5i ion ml ch 

more comfo d a ble. It was g ood ente rtainmen li nd d uring 
the en tire show we la ugh ed o urselves into e s tote o f 
hyst eric.s and Il Royol lo t of fun WIlS h" d by all. 

It' s e asy to understdnd why the C oral Sea has o ffered 

inspirat ions to writers dnd poe S olike_ The un believable 

calm ness o f the water is enough to d is ti ng uish it as the 
logical location for quiet meditati o n, The change fro m 0 

reckless roar of le aping weve s to tha t o f a sea withou t /I 

ripple , resembling a mammot h mir row, wos so I U den, it 
wos like a divisio n line had been cons tructed ilcross the 
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Tili. boom town wo. built .It.r the J.p' h.d been bl..ted out. Th. 
cocoanut Ire•• in the right.h.nd corner h.ppenod to b. in line of our 

.hell•. 

ocelln. Oil from sunken vessels hod men to the surface 

in numerous places. mixing with the smooth wllters to cre· 
ate formations representing every color of the rllinbow. 
The ship pushed along with all the ease lind grace of e'l 

SWM, lind liS the iourney c:e,ntinued we were dedicated to 
avenge those who had lost their lives in these hallowed 
waters during one of the most victorious seil ollttles in the 

history of our Nllvy. Twenty days on Il ship the'lt was so 
crowded we found it diHicuit to tllke Il deep broath, made 

the sight of land look like a piece of paradise, and our 

feet itched to feel it. The excitement on board WIl S limited 
to our unit, but we could well IIpprecillte the taught, of 
those headed for the Philippines when they learend we were 
to get off at Mllnus , Admiralty Islands. 

As we approached the island our ship stopped for a 
convoy of 25 ships to pass through the min.; beds, this was 

our first opportunily for a good look at the island. It WIlS 
the end of the line for us and there wasn ' t one of us who 

had any IIHection for the'll humon incubator as she crowled 
e'lt a snail's pace getting into the hclrbor. To make maller~ 

worse we learned she W(lS not going to drop anchor in th(' 

stream until the next day. Shins of every dflscription thai 
dolled the h(lrbor kepi' a continuous conversation going 
with their blinke r lights most of the night . The few sup· 

plies we cllrried were to go Ilshore on bMges and this 
oper(ltion lasted all the next dllY and most of that night. 
The hecwy equipment dboard (lnother ship required il week 

to unload, however we he'ld enough material to build d 

small camp complete, The weather man hiid hi-, reception 
P,Hty to greet Us Ihe f;r~t thing with d down pour of r(lin 

and some of the work pllrly Idt on the ship took advant'a ge 
of his hospitality by taking the first fresh-Welter brlth since 

we left the St(lte s, on the top deck. 

We took over an area formerly occupied by the 44th 
Construction BaHlllion , who hod left Il few pieces of old 
equipment tha t was past going, some tent s with rotten 
ClInvas, and i) fine crop of weeds had grown wllist high. 
The location WIlS in the csnter of the Slllesia Cocoanul 

Plllntotion ond plenty of iungle undergrowth thll l hlld to be 

cleared (lway before it was livable, An ample number of 
tent; made it possible for three mer. in a tent to have 

more privllCy than they hed been accustomed, The camp 

was situated on Il hill, a short distance frem the bed::h anci 

within walking distance to the Base Hospital, where we 

hod chow and attended their mcvies. With the help of 

some nlltives, who tore into those weeds with a machete, 

whooping and shout ing like Texas comboys, Ius II few 
loads of coral sond, our boom town was transformed inlo 
whllt we considered an idea l locat;on, The n(ltives' shoul· 
inq WilS for the purpose of frightening the sn(l kes. Th ey 
had learned to panhllndle the men for cigare He s, flllsh

lights or mlltches, and lost no time in tllki ng Ildvlln rage of 
our ignorance about the island. While we were new they 

Thi. downtown department dare apparentty h•• a .al" in progr.... 
Rar"'y e."r can this I.rg. a group b" found unl... tho occasion i • 

• peci.1. 

found plenty o f sucke rs for trlld ing shells thor la ler rove 
to be wo rt hless. There wer'3 some good o nes tha I hadn ' t 
boen put on th e market but soo n as we had learend the 
differe nce . c lli eyes becll me the fovorit with mos t o f u . 

Their medium of exchenge is c iga rette , flashlights. French 
h.1rps, nd Il ny b nd o f drink th t contain , elcohol, but 

s trangely enough, Il go llo rJ o f ke rosene is worlh more than 
the ir wife. Mo ne y hal; no velu for the m an they lIet in. 
suited when a sked to accep t U, S. curre ncy fo r the ir "'IIres , 

One of our men mad e a d eal with a na tive who wonled 

"moosick s," and after ex plainin g in detail how to play" 

mouth organ , the native took a hitch in hi s lavll lav nd 
walked away playing " Pislol Pa ckin g Mama." 

II WIlS during th is same trading expedition ha t Chief B. 
ClIwlfield used his be st sign la nqu ge in an e ffo rt to 
r lain to the native what he w~n ed . "Yo u meel me on rOlld 
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who doesn ' t sport 0 set of jet b!ock teeth isn't considere:i 

one of them, and they will go +hrouqh an ordeal of nausea

tion i" order to achieve their purpose . This effect is oc
complished by a paste of groundsel, and other herbs, op

plied to the teeth every doy for five days. When ques

tioned obout the paste and its effects, they say, "Too bod, 

makes very sick, but give good block_" 

Their houses /He built from bamboo stalks and plilm 

leoves, regordless of its size there's never more thon one 

room. The house hOI no windows and will shelter a famdy 

of '2 if necessory . Most all villages are located on the 
beach which necessitates building their houses on , tilts 

three or four feet off the ground . 
In some of the better homes can be found a bed built 

on the same order of /In old-fllshion wooden bed , /lnd 

usui'lily the head of a crocodile, or some queer fookinq ani
mal will be corved on the head of it. This ornomen! is 

supposed to protect them from evil jp irits. however they 

are lacking in their mogic power "..hen it comes to ants, 

spiders, lizards. and mosquitos. 

Bamboo poies, split in half, woven closely together with 

the round side up is whot constitutes 0 motlress, ond for 0 

pillow 0 nice soft slab of cocoonut log serves the purpose. 
It's not at llil uncommon to see their women walking 

IIlo"g the rood with a small cord of wood on her head, 0 

boby on her back, preceded by the mon who corry nothing 
but their little purse and a mouth full of betclnut. Coral 

sMd is generally used to take the place of soap and they 
seem well pleased with the results, however Rinso White 

has ,fl slight edge on it and we wouldn't endorse if as II 

good product for r(ldio programs. 

Just imagine turning your radio on for 'Super Sands. 
Super Sands", or Does your wash loo k different lately?" 

They all hove different customs , eve" though the J aps 

used every crude method they cou ld dream up in an efforl 
to chenge them , they still respect dnd prcK tice their primi

tive wnys of living, but not until aller th e islands were dEl ' 

Japed. 

The block teeth iuea on some islMds is followed re li 

giously while on others they are justly proud of perfedy 
white teeth that sparkle like pearls beh ind a permllnent 
grin . 

One of our men was demonstratinq some coin tricks on a 
group of bewildered natives who considered them interest

ing enough and with such pos,ibilities they invited him to 

their village to try some of his tricb on their 'ic.k. Abo ut 

all the rec reation they know outside of fishing, hunting , 

lind swimming is ~ockcrbdll, introduc d to them by Game 
Engli~h sailors, 

Most any Sunday they can be seen kicking the bali 
Mound lind it's remarkable hew profici0nl they hllVe be
come at this ,>port. 

An ormed guard had been seled ed from the lurger me n, 
whose job WflS to guard the natives from colored s«(vice 

men ~ttempting to disguise themselves with Il lovl) Illvo 
fa molest their women, 

The one in charge of thi, Army will line his men up (lnd 
give commands such <15. "Me say, come along , right fuce." 
" Me say, come ulong, stop. " 

The cnp to their uniform looks li ke a discardeo o ne from 

the Salvation Army. Our men became cocoanut crazy 
until they went to the trouble getting into ene, then they 

storted mailing them home. They hove 0 much oe P er a p

pearance while green ond J, A. Mutascio, MoMM2c, spen t 

$4.92 to mail one home first-closs moi. The outer covering 

is a two.inch layer of wood-!Je fiber, ana tough enou g h 

that it's useless te try d'ld open them without a heavy 
knife or a small hatchet . Th is fdd died out <'llmost overn igh t 

ofter several of the boy~ hod cut the ir f;ngers during the 

opening process. The natives are exp erts when it comes to 
opening them with a mochete and their menu l; seld om 

withoul this delicacy prepared in mllr.y different forms. The 
only use we found for the meat is that it'! e xcel lent bait fo 
r,)ls, ho wever the shells were put to severo I uses-milking 
bel s, ashtrays, mounting eo shells , a nd brace le ts . 

W. W. Eple r. Sic, had a novel ideo of shoping two 

ends, comple t with sho ul der strap" to take the pl~ ce o f 

a lady's borassiere. After po lishing it to a glossy fin is 

he maintained it would make the lad ies persona lify O'J r· 
standing. 

The center of a young cocoanUT is a f<'lvQrite food fer 

the giant bat whose wing-spread ; ~ from j,hrea to four 

feet, and hos n heod shaped like a fox' s. It is often referred 
10 ClS t'he f,lying fox, Wild an imols on Manus Is land are lim

ited 10 honey beMs, wild hogs, also t he tree lizard wro:o.s 
a ppearance is simi!,ar to /I crocodile, two or three feet in 

length. and a few sna kes, some deadly poisonous. 

A group of our so-called explorers, ormed wi th cilfbine 
rif:es, went wild boor hunting one Sunday and we had fresh 

pork from iln 85 pounder. The natives ent honey bears, hilir 

and all, and one whiff of this baby cooking is enough fo 
make th e most skeptical think they forgot to clean him be
fore cooki ng. 

A few beautifully colored b irds grace the islond , one in 
particula r is a humming b ird slightly large r th/l n Ihe Sta te . 

side variety with a bright yo;!lIow bre/l st , app aren tly a C( O $S 

with the cana ry, as they al/emp to si ng /I lit tle. A small 
, ieee of clothe ~ line, forminq 0 swing, hung jusl outsid e the 

tent where W . P. Woods, MM3c, would strum on his gui 

tar, in the evenings lote would serv as a roost fo r four o f 
these birds, until the boys become too inqu isi tive and 

fr ightened them away. It wa s the music tha t IIttraded 

the m, ilnd e <!l ch time they would fight for the sa me po- i
t'ion occupied the previous night" then just before dawn 

they woul d take off in the jungle . 

Our lives o n th is lond became /I mo notonous ro utine 
after the firsl mont'h, however b y thai t ime we had bee n 
<Hsigned enough wor~ 1o keep Our minds and bodie$ well 
occupied, We hdd illready complet'ed t he renova tion o f 
our mess hall, shi p 's se rvice s lore. sid boy, theo ler , loundry . 
(l nd lived happy and co nte nted for the remainder o f five 
month5 . A volley bal l co urt w,)S layed out which o ffe red 

the mean s of mnny pleas" n! hours after a day's wort The 
movi es were so old some o f them creaked with a ge, ye t wc 
e njoyed seeing the pictu res over a goi n, eve n th ree times, 

cllwa ys with ra in gear in case of roin thot co mo most every 
nigh!. Eve ry possible effort wa s mad e to keep our 
morale on a M , und the Navy did a good job of it , bu t 
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the mosl important morale builder f o r men in service i, 

milil from home. Nothing will substitute for a le iter which 

is the neMes l thing 10 those we love and to ~now they 
are thinking of us. seems 10 shorten Ihe di$tan~e acros' Ihe 
ocean. 

We had plenty of recreation playing softball. baskelball, 

hllrdball. and volleyball with the officers participating in 'lll 

of them. Our unit produced severdl good athleles but the 
best of the lot was our Skipper. who took all the boos and 
checr~ alike in the mdnner of good sportsmanship. For

tunately there was plenty of bee r dnd Coca-Cola on the 

island. rationed of course to one case per man a month. 

bul arrangements could always be made fer exIra allow
onces on speciClI occasions. 

Our work projects covered Ihe entire islbnd. most of 
which we re repair jobs and maintenllnce . Two construction 
flSlignments called for a SO'x 100' warehou se, 11150 another 
60\ I 00' to be completed from the ground up. 

Our biggest headache was the arrival of the Nurse o n 
Merch 15. who never stopPQd wllnting for something. We 
were given the job of renovaling their quarters lind to sat 
isfy the demands of ,1 group of females in a wllr zone 

was a larger order than we hed anticipated. 
They had to have priva Ie venli'leted r'oom s. a vbn, y 

table. pink and blue porcela in bath tub, and lavator,;es. IIsy 

chairs, and modern p lumbing. Then io add insult t ,nl ury . 

a nd leave the impre~sion we were a gang of heathens, 
they ordered a 12-foot barricade built on the order of a 

Daniel Boone fort , to isola te them from intruders. We ilcted 
liS nurse ma ids to them and a nswered their many requests 

such a s bu ilt-in close ts , painting a ll rooms a p lls lel shade, 

dnd they even wanted II p rivate swimming poo l in o rder to 
make their living conditions as cemfortable and conve n'e nt 

a s a resort hote l. The wa r ha certainly been tough o n the 

nurse s here and they gove us plenty of reoson io re me mbe r 

the m. 

One of the most u5e ful addit ion~ for the ben (it of th e 
hosp ital pofients wa • .) soda [ount ain insta lled y R. 0, 
Pennington. SFlc, which est'ab lished him as " top man " with 
them and he received ju st praise for what the offi ~er's con
sidered a most worthy undertaking . 

Our un it hlld ga ined a repu ta tion for the efficie ncy dem

onstrated on ell~h assignment lind when the b"se Cha e : 
was unde r con~ tru c tion. we na lurally had a ha nd in it. This 

s tructu re is one of the fine st of its kind in the Sou thwes t 
Paci fic . It ha~ a seating c" pac ity of 800, bO'xlOO' on mple 

ground space , and is we ll de se rving as th pride of Manu s 
I. la nd. Evide ntly we had been recog nized by the base of
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"The dr.nks or on the OUIO gentlemen." 

ficials for the type . of work our men out out, as a com

mendotion from the Seventh Fleet W/IS ~eceived to subs ton
tiate this f/lct. 

The war went relentle%ly on, but fortunateiy we were 

spared the ordClo'll of aclua i comblll. Manus Island had al

ready experienced her sh<lrc of blood ond de struction be
fore we had arrived, although on two occlIsions the Japs 

came over during the night to drop a few bombs thai re
sulted in little more nan a continuation of b lackouts. One 
of the boys received il clipping from /I New York pllp r 

greotly exaggerating these raids a s usua l when they soid, 
"Radio Tokyo claimed today a J ap submarine sa nk a n 

American escort in the Admira lty Islands April 27, on 

Japanese pl'lnes heavily damoged one bottle ship in the 

same attack. " There WilS never any co nfi, ma tion of these 
sinkings because it didn't h()ppen . 

There cilme lin order for crushed rock so Carp. C. L. 
Ailthorpe selected iI large mounta in of it. H i c rew of 

men dug a tunnel 50 feet d ee p to plant six tons of dyno

mite in tne cove, then seoled it with concrete and waited 
for the date set to blow it up. We turned out in force to 
witness a blast which was the best e Xl'lmple of an eart h. 

quake that mosl of us had experie nced . After moment s of 
suspense, she belched out the fury of it s power with a 
rumbling boom thaI shook th ea rlh i1round us, hurling 

pieces of rock and concrete weighing from one to 40 tons 
into mid air. Sma ller pieces were found as fa r I'I wa y a' 200 
yards from the spot. 

We had received tentative orders to move up t·o the 
Phi lippines when transport0tion could be arran ged . The e x

citement rBn through our camp like a diseose M d W () ;m

mediately started packing all supplies not in use. The ma in 
topic of conversation wa s the nice. long bo I ride <r nd the 
various oarticulars concerning our ne w loc ation. 

Weeks went by but no orders c .:lm , then ilbout In time 
we had given up hope, orders came to move to th e M o)/l 

The celebr.tion wasn't hot enough unlil this 
fir. was started. 

form erly occupied by ABCD. which wa s no more th l'l n 200 
yards from our present locl'l iion. This was a b i rnr p ill a 

swa ll ow at firs t , but at lea st :t was a chang e, ond afler 
g et ting sell led in th is new location we found it more com

fo rtable than living in tents. Much to our surprise, we found 

the huts to be cooler and wi~h space to spar . The only 

bod feature was I'he cnow and the distance we had to vlCi l 

ge tti ng to it, but th e old Cen-Do sp irit WIlS exemp lifie d oy 
a ll honds ond we soon becamF. no rmll l o nce aga in. 

A BCD is an advanced base construction d epo t rhllt ieeds 
sup plies and e quipment to a ll forwllrd activities in the Pa 

ci fic thell te r of Wil l', unde r the d irection o f the Se vent h 
Fleet. Skilled worke rs in construction who ha d no previous 

experie nce with supplie s, too k ~o the ir new d uties like ve

e ran storekeepers , Ilnd the o ffice r in chllrge e xpressed ~js 
epproval by saying, " 1'01 tidied at the w y you men h ve 

<'I ken ove r, nd the resu rts of your work is more then I had 
expected ." 

The firs t news that J l'lpan hl'ld agreed to accept Ihe Po ts

dom surrender term s reached us lllie in i he evening a ft er 

most of u ~ hod hil the sack on Al g ust 10, 1945. W ithou 



taking the time to dress the men broke out some spirits 

they had been sl'lving for this occasion and started on an 
all.night pl'lrty. Wild shouts of joy echoed all over the 
islMd, men dl'lnced about the street in their shorts, while 
others were completely nude. The singing and shouting 

continued until the men were exhausted. 
The officers' club WIlS an open house to all chiefs dnd () 

few enlisted men who joined the officers for an all·night 

celebration of thfink$giving. Alrelldy we tingled with the 

excitement of going home. It seemed too good to be 
true, although the terms had not been accepted, we felt 

reasonably sure it was a matler of hours before they wouid 
be. The suddenness of the nlMS left us with a numb feeling 

of joy. 
August 15th, 1945 will long be remembe red by peo Ie 

all over t'he world as the end of the greatest war in history. 

The official neVIs Iha~ Japan had accepted the terms, and 
thl'lt the end had come reached us at 0930. Sirens 
screamed , all ships in the herbor and the anti-c!lircraft bc!l~ 

teries along the bel'lch fired several salvos, and that night 

a huge pile of old window frames that had been in the sup-

OHicers, chiefs. and enlisled men loo~ .dvanlag. 01 this gr••1 
celebralion and the.e pictures prove Ihey h.d • greater reason to 

be ha ppy withoul « poinh. 

The p.rty wouldn't have been complete without a dice game, and 

this wu no plec. for ,mall change 

ply yards for months offered a bonfire. lighting the sky for 
miles. The base fire depa rtment was ca lled out in case it 

got out of control, photogra p hers took pictures from every 
angle , and passing cars would stop fo r a look at what mo, t 
of them thought wa s the hospitlll on fire. Before the smoke 
had cleared c!lWlly the Navy announced a d ichl'lrge point 
system relea sing al l men with 44 po ints excep t ml'lil special
ists, corpsmen and d isbu rsing storekeepers. Then on Sep. 
tember 15th 1/ 4 of a poin t for each month of oversea , 

duty became effective. Severc!ll men in our unit were eligi
ble but transportation wasn' t made I'lva ilc!lble unt il the poin ts 
Vlere dropped to 41 on November I st. By th is ~ime our 
unit had shrunk to about half of its origina l complement, 
therefore we were inactivated on November 15th and c!l S

signed to the 140th Batlalion. which was disaopcinting news 
to all of u ~ . however the one year. one month , and 28 days 
we served under the colors of CBMU No. 621 constituted a 
period of close harmony among the bes t maintenance unit 
in the Sea bees. 

Each man mace ready to return to his home with a fond 

recollect ion of hi ; many new friend" ilnd their war-time as · 
soci at io n wo Id never be forgot ten. 

As we come to the close of our story il is with a p rofound 
sense of respect to the Allied Nations , who joined together 

in one common ca use that the world may live in pe ace. 

It is here that we pay tribute to those fighting Se~bees who 
gave their lives thdl Ame';ca may alwa ys be a Democra tic 
Na lion of God -fB4 ring people, with a solemn resolution to 
neve r le t it happen ga in. 
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