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Information 



C~MU 503 

liCTO - Norfolk 

JJm - Huene 

Reaq Date ­
~ft ABD - 18 Apr' 43 

Location - ¥el ~-Rea,y~ePk Ji~l-~J '~~••lla 


Peleliu 

~ 
3-19-43 - Arrived Hueneme trom NOTO Borfolk. 

4-18-43.- Departed for Yelp, Reap, Jerk. 

5-11-43 - OBMU 503 is located at li'1.11 Ia1Nld.. (OomVanVaaeaSoPac rea to OomSoPac ltr (Sec) 


dtd 5-11-43) 
6-18-43 - 1 Jun'43 report ot CBMU 503 _ Arrived ntan 6 ~~'43. 
7-?~-4.3 - 1 Jul'43 report of CBMU 503 - AstlWlled control of project of 3rd OB at ]Sntan. 
8-16-43 - 1 Jul'043 report of 3rd o:s - C:SMU 503 haa relieved Co. D and portion of Hdqtrs. 00. 

of 3rd ClJ at Fan Tan. 

4- 3-44 - 1 Mar'44 report of CBMU 503 - operatiDg a.t Nandi. Fiji. 

5- S-44 - 1 Apr'44 report of CBMU 503 _ operA.tlng at Nandi, 11.1i Is. 

6-27-44 - 1 May'44 report ot OBMU 503 _ operating at Ne~di, 7i.1i Is. 

7-11-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of C]MU 503 - operating at Nandi. Fiji ts. 

S- 1-44 - 1 Jul' 44 report of O:8MU 503 _ operating at Nandi, Fiji Is. 

8-21-44 - OBMU 503 ordered from Nandi to report of ONB Russells for forward movement. 


(Oomseroneopac See. Dlsp. 190315 NCR 9703 to CNS Nandi dtd 20 Aug'44) 

8-23-44 - 1 Aug'44 report of CBMU 503 - operating at Nandi, Fiji Ie. 


CBMU' 503 

8-29-44 - CBMU 503 is located at Vunda Point, Fiji Is. (mm Fiji Sec. A1rmallgram to Com­
ee~onsopac NCR 15042 dtd 15 Aug'44) 
Officers and men of CBMU 503 reported to CNE Russells 12 Sep'44. (2nd Endorserrent 
on USNAB Nandi, JliJl ordera Pl6-4/00/!IJI./g1c Ser 0092 of 25 Aug' 44) 

1-3-45 1 Dec'44 report of cm~ 503 - no info on location. Report endorsed by Gropac 9. 
1-11 - 45 1 Sepl44 report of CJ3MU 1103 - UInstruction secure as of 19 Aug'44 as Unit trp..ne­

ferred" 
2- 7-45 - 1 Jan l 45 report of CBMU 603 _ Location not stated. Report endorsed by GroPac 9. 

This unit ia now finishing 21 mos. of dut7 outside U.S •• bavtnp, left the States 
on 18 Apr 1 43. Operated at the Fiji Island from 6 ~143 to 25 Aug I 44. 

2-1f'-45 -- CBMU 503 b 10 cat d a t P 1 l1u. (I sComP 1~ liu '''''c. 0.1 rl'P to cnu r?()4l5 ',; t-d 8 ? 'to 1.1,,<=) 

3-10-45 - 1 i'eb'45 report ot O:&lU 503 - located at Pe1e11u. 
5- 1-45 - CBMU 503 located at Peleliu. Assigned Gropac 9. (Dirpacdocks P S~c Rep of 1 A'P r ) 

5-17-45 - 1 Mar' 45 report ot CBMU 503 - located at Pelellu.. 41 men tro the 33rd CB ftre 
traneterred to OBMU 503 during Jeb t 46. 

5-19-45 - 1 Ma1"45 report of 0l3MU 8)3 - located at Pelellu. 44 men were transferred to Camp 
Parks for rotation leaYe during Apr'45. 

>-30-45 - 1 Apr l 45 report of CBMU 500 - locflted at Palcliu. 
c-~l-~~ - 1 J\ml~~ report of CBMU 503 - locet~d et Peleliu. 
6-28-45 - Due to long time this unit has been out of U.S. and imperative need to reduce 

compl of CB unite Poa to Cominoh ceilings. Pl'opose to inactivate OBMU 503 and trpns­
fer personnel not requiring rehabilitation to 5th Erg. Request your comments. 
(Comservpac conf spdltr 03284 dtd 20 June to ComMar1annae) 



5 

Location - Pelel1~ CBMU E03 

7-20-45 - 1 Jull45 report ot CBMU 503 - located at Pelellu. During the month of Jul'45 CBMU503 
will under-go complete reorg&nization due to r 11 ng of 145 men and re~lacem nt of 
approximately 116 'men from the 73rd CB and the replacement pool. 

-.' - f - 1 • '.:' ; ~ . _ r of CB T - • nJ. J 1 ... .1 • 

• - 0--:5 - 1 aept'4B re rt of CBt-tU 503 - 10CA E:d et Peleliu~ 12 r;;en tr~ns""·rred t ­
qtagi . cer teo' ::>r dischr'r~p.. 

lO-G~5 - 1 Oct'45 report of CBMU 503 - located at Pelellu. 1 otf. & 32men have been sent to 
Koror to repair roads. 

Ll-~45 - 1 Nov'45 report of CBMU 503 - loca.ted a.t Pelel1u. Report via 5th J:lrig. 
4-12-46 - 1 Apr 46 report of CBMU 503 - located at Peleliu. Report via 5th Brig. 
4-16--46 - Oomeervpac orders 5th Brig. to iuctivate 29th, 85th, 140th CBtS & CBMU'. 503, 

597, 516, 620, but defer final inactivation until after establishment of CB 
Detachments. (Comservpac diap 140107 April to 5th :Brig.) 


fj-l~.-4~ - 1 ~y 4&; report of CBMU 503 - loca.t·~ at Pelel1u. Report vis. 5th :Brig. 

5-15-46 - OO!Jlservpac directs CommarlanaB to proceed with inactiVation of CBMU 503 and 


activation of C:BDet 1159. Personnel of cmMO' to be trans. to CBDet. 
(Oomaervpac coni d18p 012151 ~ to Oomrnarlanae). 

, 5-16- CBMU inactivated 15 9~h (Oin C to Budocke, Serlp.~ n03-4f> dtd 15 May 1946) 



ON :SOARD 

~ 0"1Cl!lRS MEN AU'l'HORITY 
1 Jul l 44 5 196 MoR 
1 Aug'44 5 196 MoB 
30 Sep'44 240 RecE1 p
1 Deo l 44 6 231 MoR 

1 Jan l 45 6 229 MoR 

1 reb' 46 6 229 NoR 

1 Mar'45 6 221 MoB

1 Apr'45 6 262 MoR 


]J. 
 tI. 6 213 mqp625 ,. :a 
1 Junl 4f) 223 BIP625 
1 Jul 45

' 5 217 BNP625 & 11
1 Aug l 45 5 ;.350 3NP6;.3f; & R 
1 Sept'45 5 234 BNP625 & R 
1 Oct ' 45 a21 BNP625 
1 NOV'45 4 125 BNPS25 & R
1 Dec l 45 4 188 lMPsa5 & R 
1 J an '4F. ? 255 BNP625 & R
1 Feb 46 2'7.5 BNP 625 & R1 Mar 46 6 199 BNP 625 & B 

C.lI.M.U. 1503 ( (NACTIV ATED) 

http:3NP6;.3f
Seabee Museum
Declassified



HISTOR Y 


li. S. N. CONSTR UCTION HA1TALION 

,\IAI NT ENANCE UNIT NO_ )0, 

1 ')·1.'> -1 \I·i) 

To ait! ), ')LI in t!crivin.1t rhe: W""Cl'St enjo)'m~1H and iOlt-rest in lilt- p';' '':?cs 
to (... lIow. we of the Uni ted St;,tcs Nn\':!1 COllstrlll'1 ion Ba!t:i1,on Malllknal1ll­

Unit N". ~o ::; h :tv~ deL'mc'] it (·xrl·dient W ;ICIllI;,int J'nu with ollr hilckpound. 
ollr thllughts :tlld nur pro~ttSS. in 11IIIW$ (hal }'<lu. (Oil. wi ll hc imhul·J wirh 

th" sr irit of Ihe Uni!. 

illlllleJiately aftcr the tr:J,t.:L'dr "I Pearl H ~ rb... r ;",d nur nati'''1 pl uol"'" 
illt<J a \X/" rlJ \X' ar . tilL' Nav), Der:Htlllcn[, II> c~ t :.l blish rCljuireu bases nil Ln­
tlung islm"I:; and n~wly-w<lJ1 tC!Tiltlrics. '"HHlUllct J rl1<: (u rina tion of Const n.,c·­
lio" Batralions . ""lre famiiiurl), kt Hlw :IS ..St-ahel'S" , (lI'H pr'St:d of sk il i<:d 
tradesmen l} { all types and ages. 

Thc' SU{((·s, <If th i! "cW Iype uf lIlil illlrr·ci\·i lian (1lllSrrucriun tlfl'~ni~a(itll1 

\\'a,; immediate . As the SC':tht·cs C'xpan<k'<.l . [he n<:cu rllr sm ;dlcr units bt'C tll1C 

apparent ill m"inraini,)~ previollsly HattJliol'l .(onst ructeJ b"se& and ins(:d"' ­
tion> and illto such a sctting lI'a, burn " ~O3" , Ol1 e: of tr irlets [lJ p;IVe rhe wa)' 
(or Ill:tn)' succeeding o rganizations. 

"50) " first S:t\\' the lig hr of day nne frosty Virg inia mo rning ;It Ca mp 
Peary, when a g roup of recently "graJ uateJ boots" ;,od rcpl;lCemclIls wcre 
mustered and introduceJ en maSSe til their Skipper, Lt. \~/. L. McFaddell , 
etC, USNR. who we:komctj them til {hL' Unit ;md slImll1ar izc:d irs ob­
ject ives. BcfMc the week hlld passeJ the nc: w Unit was huslled abnarJ :J 

special traill alit! whisked 3UOSS the (oulltr), fo r the second chapter of its 
Naval (;,rcer. 

A few hours after arriv,,1 in sunny St)U[h~m C"lifomia the <:rrl>r Wll5 

discuv~rt.:d i WL' were nCJI a Unit as li lSt tlwught but " GlS\lu l Jr~ ft. Hu we\·tr. 
on 17 J\'iard, . 19··H, ;,t Port Hllcll cme <",h)' knee me ), BoISe Maintenance 

Dcracill1lcm No. ~()3 , without pomp or ceretnuny, \\'.($ cOll1mis, ioned an 
ollidal $c:,.bee org;lll ixat ion. Tn aVClit! improper id<,nt ifi t'ntion, the Uni l later 
was dcsigna[cJ by its present Un ited Stares Naval Construction Ihctalion 
l\·laill tcn;U1(C Unit Ntl . ~\lJ , cnnrra n cJ ff) CBMU ~()3 f'lf less fmlnnl U5e_ 

TIl(,; d.t )" [h:ll f.,II ,I\ltd l '. tr~ bus)". • " wUe .he nI.t:hts. dCpl-nJint: ( III 

whl'rhl'f it he purr I 'r 'rarh""fd 1 tbtrry. \'\' ith ever w;L((hful n1l.,Ji l~1 "fll l crs. 

stll' I' \r "Ili ((~rs. Ill.Hltll·S "nd CPOs. lW were immunize.1. ~"<IuirrC'd ;.tnJ fr:lin "d 
[0 do balrlc with ;'Il)' thin.c rruin , r1lLl l {i !, \ i l~lI lt lll o( Anopheles t il .1 horde IIi 

"SI1 J1S of HC.I \"t.'I1 · ·. 

The Ill ud l pbllll l'J .," d .11· ..,i",,! h,,::nhin,!; ~pt:1I W.lS at 1.l>t JnnuunceJ 
ro r ].l M Jrd ,. l \l·j; . ,nll ,Ill rh:tt ,by " 50," \\.IS ><:;lrtcrl-d ft) ail poims for ., 

prt·cmh:J.rb tion k ;l\'C . l l~1n (hL' L'xp,r:ltinfl Il f the VC'rI' short nint days le,l\'c, 
rhe sUL,l iul 1)t ',::lin,t; Ill' !I c lfl'cmcr 's 11I.'tl: aJllluul!ccd Ihe rcturn t il ~i10ft:S so 
ren 'nd ), suspended . A vcrr f~ \\ more d:,)" Ilf I-iucnl:m<: .Uld (':Il1Ie th~ w, )rd 
"SC('UfC·' . Shake J O"'I! in ~p~..: ti"" . Se.' bag securing. I:IS( minute visits tLl $i[k 
[by an d " ~or ' chcc:rfull y " ,"'I,k"d I)u r r" se3·· . vi~ S;tn Fr;tncisco. ['or many it 
was .1 realizar;IIn Il f :1 N"l'a l Clrc('[. ;t nt! :tfter rhe usual "';Lit we wer" estab­
I' shed .,bll:'rd {lie 1\[. S. Bloemfon te in . :, Illll(urship Wilh :1 Dut,h !".:ent. 

Btf'm : the d;IY h"d p~sscd rhe M. S. BIIlCl1lf()ntcin slipped irs ,"uorinS> 
and j1:t SSL'd under rht· f" l11f1ll' ( iulJcfl Garc Brid,l(c c:nCClute tv Island " X "_ 
\'<Ihel1 ll'l lt tl J We set: ir ;lJ;"in-in six. nine or ('\, eh'c mCinths~rc'rn:1 ined Ihe 

S(" I I.luc:sri \l[1_ 

Du rin..; rhe "o)':t,l:t h' 1. I;mJ "X" we wcre assisned tn e,'ery de,ai l on 
till' ship. induding 1, lulllbin.l.\. (arpenteri,,!!. I1lCS~ duty ~nd gUHd_ In fncr, 
"~u3 " took oV("r to the elCtenl th:1I \\." were pn.'scnlcd with :, le[cer ,If (om· 

mend ation by the {(1I"!, toml1l:lnJcr ior the excellent jobs, well done. Chnw 
li",:s w~rc :ill long and (fUwded [hat only t WO cm)ws (l)uI J be servL'd pcr .13),. 

Olle w OlilJ 5tep \JUt lI f the hrs r ch, !", nl)[ [()o.l $<11 111 [0 ';<:1. :1 Fond spor in (he 

st:\:ond Jail)' ehllw lillc. 

As we IIlt/vctl out :I( WSS rhl' P~cifi( the temperature he,!;an to ch:JJlAe JII J 
Ihllse o j US wlm ,hose cu or (oulJ began slcepin,s top-side or anywhe re !II 

keep C'"l1. One d.,), [he o lnd al woct! sprto,J that we would (rns,s d l(: Equah,r 

that day. Sure cnOllsh, KinS Neptune's court :tssembl td :lnd dec reed painrin!;. 
ducki ng and hL'"d shaving fo r rhose nf u, whu were m2kin~ our fi rst criJ~sin,!: . 

Princc. the Unit's Span iel masccn. bccum" as gvrxl :I s:\iior iLS the reST i) f us. 

A fe\\' da ys " fter ( ross in),; (he Etjuator we were cht!C.rcJ by rhe sight of 
land. the fi rst" c held :;een since- ita\'inl; the Srates. As we drew in closer rhe 

(foriCal vegctation bec:tmc: v,sible ;lIld apparent. Scuult'bu tt, a few days 
earlier, b"J indicB[cd rhal W (' were dc~!il1(:d for the Fiji Islands. S<xln we 
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wC'r(: :l1,lI1,L(s lde the wh"ri" in thl: I""t of SlI\":I. tho.: (;'l' it:1I cit), of th l: isl.lnJ ,. 

The Il:lti\'e bO)'5 (Buh s) Ihrl'\\" t IS oran,t:cs :lnJ ban:I1IJ-' anJ " fel\' (.....'OJnub. 

:).ll1ll: sldJ us n~rkb(l:s 1l1:lJe (rum :;cashc·lls. At lase we lh()u~ht , we I1.I J 

arrived. But "u. wc had tll /-!I ' Ill) tll the: "ther sidc of rhc i,InIlJ wheft: w ,' 

would di"·l1lhuk. ;\ft cr .dw u[ ,;t', hours in $uvu, we pullcd lIul tow"rJ nUl 

tillal <Iestinatioll . 

Abllu, IS()O we ,ied up at the \'CI)' SI11:111 picr , en'i ll,!! the \\"~t('rn halt of 

lbe islam] of Viti Le\'u :\110 II)c:I(l:ll :11 L:tutnb. nur fu rure liberty r' " .... >. Afr':l 

;tlt:rrill).: for all .Ii r raid lie SC(Url'" (o r (he nis ht .lllJ prep"red our gea r :llld 

parks fur di;;l:Illi>;LTk il l," ill the e:l 1'1 )' IlIHming. On (, l-Ia)". 194 .\. w" \I e r ~' 

mustere.] "~hllr ,, , 111archl'J ;tC!l>l'~ r1o l' j<:l l" ,'ml j!ivt' l1 "ur ,J[(lN; 1< 1 St.UlU b)' 

r'lr transl'uf(a[illll . Ie "':IS ;t pl ,,;ls:lI\[ Ccdin,!; co bL: h.l(!; .,n krrJ linfw, ,'\'"n 

th"u.~h ou r trlll'ic";i1 surrlJwlIlill,t;S IUllkeJ So srr:on!-;C' ;Inti ehc' n .. lti"t!£ :it) que:c'" 

in their bLo ck :In c! b[l)\\"n skin, Little Jid we Jrc:l111 rhat we \l nulJ k l1\lW 

them \\'(:/1 btiurl' We Jl'p;trred. Oll r he.lchht:"J cstahlishcd ;1Il .! .llor rranspo r. 

t:otil"l arrived, W~ \I·cr.: ((llchd 5l'\'l'lI Illi l.:" imo wh." WII~ In bc' our 0.1>(' 1'1" 

the ensuing seventeen l11onths. 

ESl;l bl;sloin ,~ IIllr 0 1111' :",J l1f)I<I : l di ll.~ " lIr gc;" 'W:tS " " eas~' CJ sk, wirh 

day ~ nJ lIiglot shifts , ;",J 11 11 rem.> alld Ih' ,[(a lley ~e;jr . \We su hsistcd lOll 

~andw iLh l" ;mel mll, (: fllr ti>£: ;"i ri; oI lWI> II r tlorcl' U'I)" :IIHI sl"pt "here \\c' 

wuld ""dRe th. nlIlS'lui[, !!;:; bcst. $Olln , hl)wel'er, with borr" ",,,J ~ "'I\I' rent.> 

anc! Il1 Jkt'sh ifl r r:l l lleS, \\'(.' buil e , uilici el1 ( I tllrs to hOUM: rhl' Unir. :tnJ { IU ,' 

clln l' \\"os wdl I)n irs w.l y. Thl' ,~" lIcy "';os set "I'. ,!:ali c), ,r.: c;, r r r, ,,urcJ :tnd 

"elHI\\' dll\\'11 (or all h:t ll ds" .lr,,' lI UIl tCt! 1111 a d"lIn ite schedule . :\~ ti me \\'~ II( 

nil. the I)(L"I'"IIIS III' "adl ll!ur Il ll pn" 'c.J thei r qU;(([C", p<1l i~"t:J .Irca.s :l nJ 

SIIlvl·J rllc' IIll'" I laundry prohl elll>. lcnrral shllwcrs were fill"lIy i"st;J I fc- ,1 

(warcr ra tilllll:d at firsr) anJ "h",,,"" ad\':l llt "8cuuslr I(Jalccd ill rh.: (amp :He.... 

GraJuall)' we kameJ why we wut there and the jobs we h~d ttl tilllsh. 

\"'c' wcr~ tl) "rer:lle and rn.l lntai" a lar/:tt rank hrm. repair anJ ll1ai ntolln the 

dr><.:k an: ;o and cst;lh lis h and lI1 :1 int~i " de,r rie, wfl ttr ;lIIJ reicphnl1c ltrilj tic~ . 

Our (;l .. pm[~f sh,,1' :IIlJ t ranspmrOltiflil sll<"'1' pm,Jueet! ilno m:l inbint'J t!<j uil" 

III ell r for ;01 1 servicC" uni" ,lI' th :l l p:lrr of the is l;l nJ. Road,; on ;I nc! Ic-...dill~ 

Irflon rhe ba se- w"rl' fcp:lireJ and m;oin t:lincJ ,,·ith ..ue powereJ equ ipment. 

\\fork Jctails \\'crt' scm III Lh(' ai r bast 1I 11 ~1 S\I \"a tor d>lIstnletioll. oper:I!;"n 

Hlld l1l a illrc: n~n(e, :lnJ dCll1lJb ili,';l t inn pu rposcs. Men ,ve re il lS<! :lssigneJ [(I 

tbc I'K~ I SLIpI'll' alld Jisbu rs ill,1; acrivit)" , which. fo r rhe 1.a5! ye~r .,f t.ur sPy, 

'.'.. ' " ,dmle" " 'f,dly m.lnllcd by "~lIr ' I'l·r ,ulllld. The 1.,,[ hl,c in,", " .IS [h .... 

(dIl SCfU(ciUIl pf tht: ictf)". ~m ; d l bu,I' 1" ",1 ,,,, J !lurillc r:l ih ', .I\,. \X' hen neo:J"d. 

;111 hand; WC' re nlus[c,,:d fur sl('\' c'du rin,!: ill rhe dll.:k .lfCJS, 

[Ju t in,t: Utlr tllur o( Juey in Fij i we all e>l innJ 111.111)' p" rspn:d (':cr"m:nl"S, 

hUI Ihe linir slureJ 111 "\' '' Il IS which Iti/-!hlighn:,l nur m;IIlYmunths [here. Our 

'·.1IIe",," an d SUUs<:lluel\! w<: lb" c' fllllJ W.l> ' (. Ir!ed b;' vulunl:tfY (<llItribuIIOIl (ur 

purdl.lsin.~ S Ul'p ltl'~ . This :dhum \\ ;1 . !' n,Juld (rolll! We/tHe iund •. 

Livin.1.\ :tIl,1 \IClrkint! 1111 rhis $. luth 5e:1 i.I:o" ,!. .., e ("lInJ m il l' ru visit 

luri,'c villa,l:cs, III \I it n<::' s rh" :I).:"." IJ Fiji.ln Ccremnni31 l).U)(:' ~lId W [:Ike 

p.l rt, wh"leh ea rrcJI~', in Si une IIr rh.: n;lf l\'c ' ''c'i:11 d:lflct:s ('"I!ell " t;!· r:l ·/l·w ". 

\'\' hl"fl rransporrac illl' I'cn nickti , libedi,,; ill SU \.l be(amt: p<lpular, ;llthuu,l:b to 

1I1", r ( If u.~ .'IlI' SUdl 111 11 1;, bUill !')" lTip \Va, sufli(ient. Our I!lCII lib<!f[i~s we're 

c:ll1cdlcd iur :a len.Ja)' p'.: ri. ,d Jurin,l' u visi t bv st, eral c:IpltJI ships of dIe 

dCl'[ in urd"r to .ci\'c the s.lilu" :I ChUIIl, ill W\\ n-rh"l' made the m.lSt (If it.. 

If 3nJ ",he" the fUill:l Ill'{' (1-I .,11\"'. III ,J "asiun) .,( Ihis IT!)!,i" ,,1 pac.ldise 

,'.I If(: ll i f. \\".: d"vllccd LIm free [((nc ttl dl\)><'; l\\)hbi~ dcaces[ to us, Fishlllb , 

swjn1l11 111.~ , hik in,t: tri ps IIltli rhe hills. and phoh1,C rapI1l' werc' musr pnpul.lC-,1 
lew ~"Il{il1l1l'd [II {:oh in Ih c' 1 ~·r:l · i.I ·I:t , \\'h~nt ':c' r lher (fluid. 

Ou r li m ChrlSlmas hrnu).:hr II, ;In , xcellent lurkl")' dinner \\ ith all rh.· 

rri mm Jl l,!(s .IIl J ;1 du"bk r.ltJnn vi b<·cr. \\ 'c h.ld Ulif ((:ld iei ull.11 trCl'S u.rllJ 

si:(viccs ill rill' r"(fcUl;" ,, halkh:ll'cI we had ertl"teJ. "ve:n [bou,1\11 the: Olrisr· 

ITI ~$ on.lil irum huml: hao nOI arrivt" l, Thc "SkJPpec" presentw the n:ltive 

d,i ld retl of Viseist"l Vili a;.:!: with .1 Chrislmas rree (American sty le ) "nd 01;10)' 

ro~' , sent l)ur Irum th~ ~tates . T hen ill ~LIf<:h nur Christmas mail:Il.C1 •• ed. 

brin.~i"g l'rcs,'II(" chcl'r Jnt! :1 11:IpI'Y c'nJ illl! ro the Illn~esl Christm.1..> " sc:Json'" 

w~ h:td C" t: f knuw Il. 

AI .,buur L' IOI) 1)1I ~ e",," in~ IJt(· ill M.lreh. Il) II, we: wer~ roureJ nUl (If 
"ur resl't<.'ti ' "C "5:1cks" b), Ih. rcrcilic \': ind and Jd"in,\: r:lin ':lIuse<! br .. 
Imrric;1Ilt', the lirsf e"perit" nc" for man)' "I' 11$. Tents went J(l1I 11, rhe rt<.'rea· 
ti,m h.tli 1I{):HeJ ~"':Iy in S ~CriIlIlS, "heuJs" C1Hnl'J OWc and rolled :twa)'. :lnd 
the g;.I lcy allJ mes:; halls, rt\l)utlh pliOI' prNet:rion, bec.lmc the center of 
:trrr;tcri ..>n . After ~I v~gin.~ (l:i much as pusslble of uur movie: equipment. \\( 
~lI j llr l'J u "~put " IIf (.1)ITt:(.' anJ suml: to.I St bcfor~ ~ssembling in s ..fOxlOO 

1~1t: l'h am hut fo r prul e'li" n :lb",inst the hurriCine elemenC$. \\'ht:fl ir \\':1..'1 

nver. Sf)ln . funy IUlllfS larer . we emerged til surver dIe dnmage, be.!!io 
{.;bu i IJing \lur (;lInp .lIld s;rh'agiug such small cr.lf, unJ b.iISC$ l1S hat! broken 

,Iwny fruon our ,IHl rc"l . 
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Our first anniversary overseas, IS April, 19,j4. was celebrated with inrer­

division 8,:lmes. athletics, special chow and brer and a special show that night. 

Surtly. we would be home befo re the next one! Shordy afrer we passed our 

Ilrst year on Fiji we received orders to pack and await transporration [() New 

Zealand for duty. \\Ie wefe 100'/0 for ir because it was a re:" break. Crates 

were built, C<Juipment marked and personal gear set in order. Then , like 

a bolt our o( a clear sky, the New Zealand orders were cancelled ; we wcre 

not needed in that area now. 

In order [() ea~e rhe shock of the New Zealand cancelbrion and help 

morale, five day I"aves were approved for visiting one of the prettiest and 

.nicest islands in the Fiji gn)up, that of Ovalau. Many of us will r('('all wh:tt a 

perfect liberty town Levub was and the swell times enjoyed there. It was 

t{Jward the 1;lst of rhese most enjoyable Levuka leaws that definite" orde rs 

were received to p:lck and prepare to embark for a neW duty st:ltia n, restaging 

enroute. 

n.is time we were ready, and packing was no trick at all. inasmuch as 

necessary crates were all built. All crates anti gear were marked and listed, 

everynne packed and the working part)· aboard ship Saturday evening, 26 

August, 1944. Early Monday muming, 28 August, the rest of the Unir came 

aboard and the good ( i ) ship Mintaka sail ed for our Island "X". For 

leasons best known to those higher than we, the ship. seeming ly for our 

geographical education, stoppctl at Efate, New Hebrides ; Espirito S~lItos, New 

Hehrides; Noumcia, New Gdt.Jonia (for provisions), Espiri co Santos ag ain, 

Guadalcanal, Solomon Isl.lnds (for supplies ;Uld provisions), anti lin'llly we 

arrived at the Russell Isl;lIIds , wh~r~ we rt'Staged aboard ship. Ne(~ssar)' 

supplies, equipment and replll(cment personnel came aboard while we 

yearned to stretch our legs ashore . Two or three lib~rty puties were ar­

ranged and enjo)'etl ill looking over the base. Shurtly after leaving the 

Ru ssells. we put into Tulagi, Solomon Islands, where we enjoyed a short 

liberty with movie, a beer and a thorougb tropical drL"nching thr~ugh the 

courtesy [If the former Commander of Naval Bases, Fiji. 

From Tu lagi we shippetl to M.tnU5, Admiralty Islands, whe:re we saw 

asscmbl~d pa rt of che miShty U. S. N;n·)'. \,\Ihile at Manus. practically a 

month, wt repaired the ship's small ([aft a couple: of rimes, rebuilt the Cap­

tain's quarcers and served on numcrous work details ashore and on ocher 

vessels. At least four liberties ashore werc en joyed with fresh water showers 

and occasional fllle meals \\' ith ocher Seabee units. We managed to get a coke 

or ice ( rcam and to mah necessary purchases ar rhe Ship's Store asho re. An 

always welcome ,tnd almosr daily occu rrence were the heavy ra ins. afford ing 

us d13nces to bathe on deck and secure fresh wau:r for clothes w:uhing. 

Gradually [h" conjin"m~nc in small quarters, salt ware r shuwers. lack of 

exercise and ship-board chow became old sruff. We longed to get tv nu r 

destinarion . wherever that was I The Aeet had left. and rh~ harbor looked so 

big when not occupietl . Finally we began raking on provisions and wat~r and 

then came our orders. \Vie hauled anchor and with escort sai led fo r rhat 

Isl.nd "X" which was reponed (scuttlebutt) to be Palau. O. K. , anything 

was beHcr than remaining on the ship any longer .1lId a d arned sig hr less 

ru,gged-so w~ fel t. 

Arriving at the PaJ"u group JU St otT Babelthuap. we tlitl not drop ;lnchor, 

inasmu(h as there is no ocea n bottom. \'(/e mde the sea for a few days until 

one evenin.~ when we gOt under way. That was the night o f our first bad 

stOrm at S~a ano (JOe which none o( us will forger. The vessel's ro ll W;lS so 

bad that our gear. loose supplies on our deck and personnel were tossed all 

o\'er the hold we occupied_ It was later reportt:d that the crow's ncst w;tech 

was in urgem ne~d of a rdief and a change of clothes as soon as the storm 

abatetl . All night rhe elements lasheJ at us, anti we felt next morn ing chat we 

Cll/Tle out of it by the Grace of God. At dawn we could make out the island 

at which we were to disembark. Combat and gunfire were still intense. 

Unloatling lind disembarking via L!:;T at Peleliu was a pleasure and :I 

welcome release from the vessel which had, not unbearabl r bur uncomfortably. 

"toced" us :"1 o\'er a good part of rhe Pacific Ocean. Again we did OlU own 

5tevedoring . \Vhilc half the Urlit unloaded and hauled our gear rhe other 

half sct about grading and cleaning up our designared are;l prepara tory to 

raising II temporary camp. Despite the heat and humid ity. more keenly felt 

becau.sc of our long trip. we made good prog rcss in building our permanen t 

camp. This was done \'olunraril), on free time, inasmuch as our work detail s 

h'ld started immediatel~' all over rhe island. 

\'(/hen we could police the camp area we fo und a couple of shoes pro­

truding rhwugh rhe coral :Inti on iurtJ.er examination fountl they were worn 

by de;ld Japs. who were removed and "turned under" more cor;!L Evitlence 

found on our area led us to believe it had betn at one time a munition dump 

and later a burial dump. Among othcr pests were the sand fleas, gO:lts. Aies, 

rats and the 11Ind crilbs. No one will forget his fi rsr visit C0 the latrine 

trench anti the subseguc:nt g nat recepeion. 
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Our jobs on Prlcliu were a~~ igncd by the Island Engincer in chargc of all 

wnstruction and maintenance . \Yh' built a ,t;ood part of the naval base and 

~ssisted in majm constructil)n ;111 over rhe island after ir was officially secured 

in late November, 1944. Our Unit electrical, diesel, reefer, carpenter, plumb­

ins and transportation shops werc assigned jobs of service, repair and 

maintenance for most units on the island . The biggest maintenance j'ob was 

that of continuous m;lintenaO('e of rhe airbase ;rod facilities. Now and rhen 

personnel were on detached duty aboard vessels in rhe vicinity. Our steve­

doring experience, learned the hard way, served us well when we furnished, 

in " 30.day emergency, two shifts of srevedores rotaling fifty·fi"e men. 

After we were fairly well established, the big business of barrering, 

trading and selling of souve.-nirs started. Prices were "our of this world"­

PeIeliu eXcl1:Ulge rares. Beer at one time would brinJ.: :l doll ar a C;ln' The 

trade and sale of souvenirs pushed prices high ; souvenir hunting and subse­

quent sales in the men 's free time became a lucrative youn,g industry in. irself. 

Humidors, knives, cups, lighters and ash trays found a ready market. Many 

such items were mailed home for future reference and proof of some rali 

srories that will be wid about our adventures. Souvenir hunting, ;tside from 

enemy activity, had irs hazards. The srinking caves and de"3d-jap.duttered 

ravines and ridgts were: enough to turn anybody's stomach if entered too 

often or long. Neverrheless, we all got a few souvenirs and pictures of our 

coral rock and its former fan:!tics of the "writhin~ sun" . 

For several months after ()ur arrival rhe Japs on by-passed but very near 

Babelthuap attempted many suicide landings on "our" island with little suc­

cess. Once more than sevenry got ashore, but our alerted forces on the island 

soon liquid.ned them. One afternoon several barges of rhern, lashed together 

amI camouflaged as a Roaring island, were sunk by Marine planes. Inasmuch 

as our camp was located on rhe swampy shoreline, we were always on the 

alert in maintaining the island perimeter guard. Remember the three Japs 

who lived lind dressed off the garbage dump? One's hair hung down to his 

shoulders. 

There wasn't milch to the island except coral an d the thick mass of vines 

and underbrush which (after rhey grew out) covered and overran everything. 

Coral reefs which sloped sharply inro a depth less sea surrounded the isla.nd, 

preventing the construction of docks. Now there is a Seabee·built perimerer 
road. Ltndmarks well known [() us ;111 nrc the air b:lse, Bloody Nose Ridge, 
De;!th Valley, the Five Sisters and the point where is located a rock monu· 
ment erected to rhose infantrymen who gave their lives in capruring rhe island. 
The west coast beaches were the favorite landing places of the Japs, and there 
remains on the norrhwest tip of rhe island an old wrecked concrete pier for­
merly used by them. \'\fhen we came ashore there was very lirde unburned 
vegetation on rhe island, but now it is rhick and ~reen where it Gin g.row in 
the meager soil. There were very few tropical fruits or cocoanuts in evidence. 
Of course there remain remnants of Jap buildings, gun nesrs and installations 
which were demolished by naval gunfire and aerial bombs. There afe many 
buildings erecred with salv<tJ.:cd J:lp sreel and pieces of salvaged Jap equipment 
now in practical usc, furnishing continued proof of our Seabee insenuity. 
Thcn , [00, modestly speaking, there was our camp, which was rhe beSt layout 
un the island, bar none. The Island Cemetery, where: rest American heroes, 
is one of the finest in the Pacific area. 

Scuttlebutt became profuse and rife when on 1 March, 1915, we received 
a few repl:lcemenrs to bolsrer our depleted complement. No, we weren't re­
lieved. After rwo years overseas, we were jusr getting some much needed 
manpower Out of the States only about a year. Surel)" we thought, rhe Unit 
w()uld be relieved bdore much longer. But it wasn't to bC'-()ur outfit was 
"Sntl/II" in the puresr frontline sense of the word. 

As monlle declined anJ rhe scllttlebutt increased, we were called for a 
general muster after evening chow, 111 April, 1945. At that time rhe Skipper 
announced and e.xplained a tentative rotation plan for those Seabees that were 
eligible (21 months overseas) . Picking the first draft of 44 men was no 
easy t:lsk, because of the man)' work :lssignmenrs handled by the Unit. How­
ever, the Skipper announced the names of those chosen and expressed h.is 
hopes for future reunions in the States after rhis mess was over. Those lucky 
guys packed in nothing nat and were soon on their wa), back to the rusged­
ness of Stateside civiliz.ltioll. In not returning to rhe States as a unir, the bad 
luck, experienced more than once, continued 10 "dog" "503" to the end. The 
Unit's permanent (durarion plus six months) working address seemed doomed 
to be that of Pelcliu, Palau Islands. 

Those of the orisinal unit lefr behind just crossed their fingers and hoped 
that somehow the rotation plan would soon get rhem home.- also. ]t surely 
was an uncertain feel ing, that waiting for the "second revolution" of the all­
nounced entarion plan, which actually was more of an area rotation polic),. 
Would we get home before the "policy" became JUSt a memory? 
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.tlrrived Port Ruone:ne from lTCTO, NorfOlk. Va. 

18 ~r 43 Deperted fer overseas deatination. 

6 May 43 Arrived Fiji Islands. 

12 Sep t 4.-4 Reported to ONE, RuS!lell Islands. 

1 Feb 45 	 :~I")nthly report of this date gives location Felel1u 
Island. Dats of arrival there unknow. 

1 May 45 	 still located at Peleliu 

• • * • • • • * * • • • • • 

~: This info baaed on recordn a7ai1able in the C. ~. Operations 
and Person~e1 Section of BuPers. 

~: 14 JU1l.e 194:5 

..--" 

;; 
., 

,. .,,- , .. 
... . 

Seabee Museum
Declassified



 

 

 
No  

Logo 

Available 
 

 












	ADP59AB.tmp
	Historical
	Information


