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Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit 303 

Construction Battalion Maintenance Units originated during World War II when 136 
units were established. During the Vietnam Conflict two units were activated, CBMU 
301 and 302. Following Vietnam, CBMU 302 was retained and during recent realignment 
CBMU 202 and 303 were formed. 

CBMU 303 was commissioned on August 21, 1993 at U.S. Naval Station Treasure 
Island, San Francisco, CA. The unit was formed from components of Public Works 
Center Guam, Subic Bay, YokosukalPeari Harbor, Naval Mobile Construction Battalions 
TWO, SIXTEEN and EIGHTEEN. CBMU 303 was initially headquartered at Treasure 
Island with four detachments located in San Diego, Treasure Island, BrejJ}erton 
Washington and Honolulu Hawaii. In September 1994, the Headquarters was relocated to 
San Diego, California and detachment were realigned to San Diego, Alameda, California, 
Moreno Valley, California and Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Although CBMU 303 is a relatively young command its personnel were consolidated 
from predecessor commands which have a history in support of the one Navy concept. 
With the call-up of PWC Subic Bay, elements of PWC Yokosuka and NMCB 16, the 
reserve CBMU mission was exercised and accomplished. Approximately one third of 
CBMU 303's members were activated to either supp0l1 the civilian strike at Subic Bay 
and then continued on to Southwest Asia at various sited in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qtar 
and Kuwait, or to relieve NMCB 4 from Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico so NMCB 4 could 
be deployed to Saudi Arabia. 

In addition to its involvement during Desert Shielcl/Desert Storm, CBMU 303 has also 
distinguished itself in Seabee history by creating the Marvin Shields Memorial, located in 
Gardiner, Washington, for the only Seabee to be awarded the Medal of Honor. Other 
projects include building restorations/modifications, power supply at the Navy's Survival 
Training Site, pre-engineered buildings and virtually all other aspects typically associated 
with CBMU's. 



Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit (CBMU) 303 

Detail Fallon 


CBMU is a component of its mother unit located in San Diego. One of six detachments 
on the West Coast, Det Fallon's primary mission is to support forward deployed tactical 
marine and special operations forces with forward operating base public works functions. 
It also supports forward deployed Fleet Hospitals in the same capacity. Comprised of all 
seven Seabee ratings and two fleet ratings, the unit has a contingent of one officer and 39 
enlisted active duty personnel. 

CBMU Det Fallon was conunissioned in October 2004, replacing the decommissioned 
Construction Battalion Unit (CBU) 416. CBU 416 arrived in Fallon in 1996, after having 
been based in Alameda, CA. As with all deployable Seabee units, CBMU Det. Fallon is 
capable of mounting out within 48 hours should the need arise. 

Staffed to perform responsive military construction, CBMU Det Fallon's peacetime 
mission involves construction or renovation of facilities and infrastructure for NAS 
Fallon. Priding itself on conunitment to the conununity, Det Fallon also performs civic 
action projects for Fallon when such opportunities are feasible . 

The Seabees of Detail FaHon specialize in three types of construction. Equipment 
Operators use heavy machinery to perform horizontal construction that involves moving 
earth. Steelworkers and Builders perform vertical construction, erecting steel and 
masonry structures. Utilities and Construction Electricians install and maintain facility 
utilities such as plumbing, electricity and heating, ventilating and air conditioning 
(HV AC) systems. The unit also contains Seabee support rates such as Engineering Aides 
who perform surveying and Construction Mechanics, who maintain twenty-seven pieces 
of Civil Engineer Support Equipment (CESE). 

The unit is tasked annually with a specific amount of Man-days, used to measure the 
amount of labor completed on a project. These Mandays are applied to various tasked 
projects, which are requested by the base Public Works Officer and approved by the 
CBMU main headquarters in San Diego and also the OIC Discretionary projects. Smaller 
projects are approved by the detail OIC and designed to improve quality of life for 
Seabees and Sailors in the unit, on the base, or in the community. 
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