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BRTTALION HISTORY 

i 

Although the first Construction Battalion Maintenance Units were formed during the fury of war in autumn of 1942, 
aII maintenance units had been decommissioned by the end of that decade. 

1 The Korean conflict once more signalled the need for Construction Battalion Maintenance Units. Again, by 1956, 
after having served honorably and well in Korea, all maintenance units were deactivated. 

After a lapse of eleven years, the need arose for maintenance units, this time in Southeast Asia. Mobile Construction .. 
Battalions were used to support Army and Marine Corps forces in the Republic of Vietnam, but with the vast construction 
effort underway, it was found that CBMU's were necessary. Thus, CBMU 301 was born. 

December, 1966, signalled the birth of CBUM 301 as Naval personnel were detailed to the Thirty-first Naval Construc- 
tion Regiment, Fort Hueneme, California, for the formation of the Battalion. CBMW 301 was officially established on 
March 31, 1967, at the Construction Battalion Center, Port Hueneme. 

Formal commissioning ceremonies were held on April 7, 1967 with Lieutenant Cammander Henry A. Holmes,CEC, 
USN, the first commanding oflicer, receiving the unit colors from the commissioning officer, Rear Admiral E. T. Reich, 
Director, Logistic Plans Division, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations. 

The CBMU 301 advance party left the United States on May 17, 1967 for Naval Support Activity, D a u a n ~ .  Cargo and 
rolling stock followed by sea and air.CBMU 301 deployed to Dong Ha, Quang Tri Province, and by June24, 1967, CBMU 
301 had established its main camp. 

After the camp was completed, the men of 301 turned to, commencing maintenance operations in accordance with as- 
signed missions. 

At Dong Ha approximately 200 Seabees of CBMU 301 were tasked with airfield maintenance and with caring for in- 
ternal ~+oads, Navy and Marine cantonments, the electrical distribution system, and the UtiIity Landing Craft (LCU) 
off-loading ramp on the d o n g  Ha river. 

I Although the battalion was at this time deployed at Dong Ha, detaiIs from the main body were sent to Khe Sanh, An 
Hoa, Cua Viet, and Quang Tri. The performance of duty by C B M U  301 Seabees during the heroic defence of Khe Sanh 
while that vital combat base was under seige claimed the life of SW2 Edward C. Adams when an enemy artillery round 
exploded in the area in which he was working on April 16, 1968. Six  weeks earIier, BUI Charles 0. Spillman died when a 
Marine helicopter in which he was riding to deliver mail to the detail at K he Sanh crashed after being struck by enemy 
fire, February 28, 1968. 

On June 3, 1968, Commander W. E. Burdick relieved Lieutenant Commander H. A. Homes as Commanding Officer of 
Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit 301. 

On May 22, 1969, Commander J .  B. Groff relieved Comm'ander W. E. Burdick as Commanding Oficer. At this time, 
the main body camp had been established at  Quang Tri with Detail Delta being disestablished and Detail Bravo established 
a t  Dong Ha. 

Flag officers who attended the change of command ceremony were Rear Admiral E. P. Bonner, Commander, U. S .  
Naval Support Activity, Danang; Rear Admiral J. G. Diilon, Commander, 3rd Naval Construction Brigade; and Brig. 
Genera1 R. Fuller, Assistant Division Commander, Third Marine Division. 

The work of CBMU 301 went on through the hot summer months, with job assignments as grcat as ever, hampered by 
breakdowns. supply problems, and the ever-present wind, which drove the sand before it, hindering men and their mach- 
ines. 

Typhoon Doris struck on September 2, 1969 and called forth greater efforts from the Seabees of CBMU 301. As calls 
for aid poured in from the combination of military units supported by 301, men worked around the clock to repair the 
typhoon damage. 

The announcement that the Third Marine Division would leave Vietnam, and of Mobile Construction Battalion 74's 
reassignment to Danang left CBMU 301 with a new set of problems in addition to those usually faced by the unit. 

Perso~~nel from the already hard-working unit had to abandon purely Seabee-type assignments to go mess-cooking, 
and to man a perimeter sector of Quai~g Tri Combat Base. The "Can-do" spirit and hard work of the Seabees of CBMU 
301 continued to get the job done: the perimeter was manned, the chow improved, and maintenance tasks were completed, 
with all hands doing their best and carrying on while awaiting word of the future of the Battalion. 

In October the word finally came: CBMU 301 would close down its detail at Dong Ha  and redeploy to the Chu Lai 
enclave south of Danang. There the Battalion would acquire the Public Works missions in Chu Lai, thus absorbing a 
number of personnel already stationed at  Chu Lai who were familiar with the operations. meanwhile, losing men to other 
commands becausetheir rates and rating were to be in excess of the requirements at  Chu Lai. CBMU 301 would also take 
over the work of the RMK-BRJ organization-quarrying granite, rock crushing, and producing asphalt and concrete. 

The months of October through late January found an ever-increasing number of 301's Seabees at Chu Lai, and an ever 
decreasing number at Quang Tri, a minimum number of men left to carry out continuing obligations, complete those 
tasks already underway, and pack up and move battalion vehicles, machines, tools, records, furnishings, and alI other imple- 
ments necessary to day by day Seabee tasks. 

From the CBMU 301 Quartermaster's Log Book, 4 February 1970: "0830: CBMU 301 Main Body with 40 men departed 
for Chu Lai. 1500: CBMU 301 Main Body arrived Chu Lai. No  further entires this log." 

The big move was over and now began the task of adapting to a new goal, carrying out a new mission and as 301 
celebrated its third anniversary on March 8, carrying out a much older tradition of proud Naval service 

At Chu Lai, the Battalion ran the mineral products division, including the quarry, rock crushers, and the asphalt and 
concrete plants. CBMU 301 was responsible for all Public Works missions on the base: furnishing electricity, water, and ice 
to U. S. Army, Air Farce, and Marine Corps commands. 

On April 24, 1970, Lieutenant Commander G .  E. Krauter, formerly the Battalion Executive Officer, relieved Cornman- 
der J.  B. Groff as Commanding Oficer, while Lieutenant J. W. King, former Operations Officer, became Executive Officer 
of CBMU 301. 



Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit 301 

31 May 67 Construction Battalion Elaintenance Unit 301 was eetablished 

at the Construction Battalion Center, Port Hueneme, 

California. Lieutenant Commander IIcnry A.  Holmee, C E ,  USN, 

was the commanding officer. 

7 Apr 67 Formal ceremonies for the establishment of the unit were held 

at the Construction Battalion Center, Port Huerieme, California. 

17 May 67 The advance party left the United States for the Naval Support 

Activity, Danang, Vietnam. 

22 May 67 A cargo flight departed for Vietnam with four men. 

23 May 67 Rolling stock and cargo departed on the SS Seatrain Puerto Rico 

with three men aboard as watch standers of the equipment. 

20-24 Jun 67 The main body pcrsorlnel and gear left Port Hueneme for Vietnam 

in five increments. Soon aftcr the main body arrived in 

Vietnam work was started on a perr~ancnt campsite at DO& Ha. 

CBMTJ 301 was under the operational control of the Naval Support 

Activity, Danang. The unit acted as the Public Works Department 

of the Naval Support Acti-vity for advance base maintenance and 

other .public works fr~nc:ions i n  thc I Corps area. 

Headquarters for C n l X ~  301  w e r e  at lbng Ha. The primary mission 

of the main body was maintenance of Marine and Naval shore 

facilities, including t h c  airstri? at Dong Ha. In addition. 

to the main body, three pcrrnanent details were formed. 



D e t a i l  Al fa  wns a t  An Hoa. I t s  primary miss ion  was a i r s t r  

maintenance wi th  R secorrdary miss ion  of  provid ing  maintena 

suppor t  t o  United S t a t e s  Marine and Naval u n i t s .  

* 
D e t a i l  Bravo, a t  Khe Sanh, had a primary miss ion  of a l r s t r  

maintenance and a secondary miss ion  of maintenance suppor t  

of United S t a t e s  Marine and Naval u n i t s  i n  t h e  !'he Sanh 

complex. 

D e t a i l  Char les  was a t  Cua Vie t .  The i r  pr imary miss ion  &s 

t h e  maintenance of  t h e  landing  c r a f t  unloading ramp and 

maintenance suppor t  of Naval u n i t s  i n  t h e  complex. 

There were a l s o  many temporary d e t a i l s  s e n t  t o  va r ious  a r e a s  

t o  make r e p a i r s  on a i r f i e l d s  and camps. These r e p a i r s  werc, 

i n  most ca se s ,  of a one t ime narl l re  and when t h e  r e p a i r s  

were completed, t h e  personnel and equipment were r e tu rned  

t o  t he  main body a t   don^ 1Ia. 

3 Jun 68 Corr~nander Will;.a!n E .  nurd ick ,  CFC, USN, r e l i e v e d  Lieutenant  

Commander Henry A. Holmes, CEC,  ITSN, as comnandinp, o f f i c e r  

of Cons t ruc t ion  B a t t a l i o n  Maintenance IJnit  301. During thn  

change of comrnand ceremony, CBVU 301s camp was formal ly  

ded ica t ed  a s  Camp Spil lman,  i n  honor of  B U l  Cha r l e s  0. 

Spil lman,  who was k i l l e d  when the  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  which he 

was a passenger  was s h o t  d o w ~  wh i l e  f l y i n g  i n t o  Yhe Sanh. 
', 

.Tun 68 DetaLl Del ta  was s e n t  t o  Q11ang T r i .  T h e  d e t a i l s  miss ion  

was t h e  c o n s t r ~ ~ c t i o n  of a 100-man base  camp f o r  e l e v e n t s  

of CRMU 301s main  body, maintenance of  t h e  Qunng T r i  runway, 

and ope ra t ion  of  3 s a n i t a r y  l a n d  f i l l .  



Sep  68, 

28  Mar 69 

16 Apr 69 

2 2  May 69 

Per  69 

3 Fch 70 

During t h i s  month, D e t a i l  Bravo moved from Khe Sanh t o  Landirn 

Zone Stud a t  t h e  Forward Operat ing Base, Vandegr i f t .  T h e i r  

primary mission was t he  maintenance of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  t h e r e .  

D e t a i l  Bravo was r e c a l l e d  from t h e  Forward Opera t ing  I 

Vandegr i f t  t o  t h e  main body a t  Dong Ha. 

The main body of CBMU 301 moved from+Dong H a  t o  Quang T r i  

Combat Base and D e t a i l  De l t a  was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d .  

D e t a i l  Bravo was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  Dong Ha  Combat Base. 

They were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  mainte:lance of a i r f i e l d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

publ ic  works and l i m i t e d  u t i l i t y  suppor t  f o r  United S t a t e s  

Marirle and Army u n i t s  a t  Dong IIa. 

The  Quang T r i  camp of CBMU 301 wa.9 formal ly  ded ica t ed  and 

named i n  honor of Steelworker  Edward C .  Adams, who was k i l l e d  

dur ing  an eneay a r t i l l e r y  a t t a c k  a t  Khe Sanh on 16 A p r i l  1968. 

Commander James I3. Crof f ,  CFC, IJSN, r e l i e v e d  Commander Williem E 

Rurdick, CEC,  USN, a s  c.ornn;nnding o f f i c e r  of Cons t ruc t ion  

B a t t a l i o n  Maintenance IJni t 3n l  at- t h e i r  headquar te rs  a t  

Quang T r i ,  Vi.etnam. 

Detai l .  Del ta  was es tab l i shcc i  ~ . n d  s e n t  t o  the Chu I , a i  Combat 

Base t o  t ake  over  t%c mineral  p l a n t  ope ra t ion .  

Camp  dams: Quang l'ri Combat l '~-~sc,  headquar te rs  camp f o r  

CRWJ 301 was turned ovpr t o  P ~ ~ c . i f i c  A r c h i t e c t s  and Engineers ,  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t he  11.S. Arm.. . 

The main body of C ? M '  301 rnovt3tl from t h e  Quang T r i  Combat 

Base I o  t h e  Chu J.nl Coat:>at TI:'st. 



I;, 
24 Apr 70 Lieutenant Commander George E. Krauter, CK, 

at Chu Lai. 

USN, r 

~nding c .. Commander James R .  Groff, C E ,  USN, as comma 

of Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit 301. 

Believed 

bf f icer 

15 Jun 70 The headquarters camp of CBMU 301 at Chu Lai was dediaated 

and renamed Camp Wall in honor of LieutenantComn 

Willie C. Wall, the units former executive officer., 

Lieutenant Commander George E. Krauter, CBMU 301 connnandit 

officer, officiated at the ceremony. A granite plaque 

and monument was unveiled by Commander Philip Oliver, 

Mobile Construction Battalion Seven's commanding officer. 

Jun 70 Detail Echo was established for the construction of 

Vietnamese Navy Dependent shelters at Danang. 

1 Jul 70 The complete turnover of all equipment, shops and 

responsibi1it:ies for the public works at Ch11 Lai to 'the 

Army are scheduled for this date. 

In addition, it is planned to send detachments to various 

locations in the 1 Corps Area to construct Vietnamese Navy 

dependent shelters. 
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