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and testing, support cquipment opriyation) maintenance, renaire,
recovery. The NCF assembled and fustalled a larg. acouslic communications
antennae array in deep water in the AUTEC Range and cabled this array to a

shore installation. The NCF also installed and stabilized the surf zone and
shore cables for the Azores Fixed Acoustic Range.  The use and further im-
provement of NCF capability to accomplish underwater facility construction

is consistent with the NCF mission to provide responsive construction

support to Naval and Marine Forces as noted in refoerence (a). '
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5. Action
¢

a. The mission of the Naval Construction Force, reference (a), is
further defined to provide specifically for the establishment, improvement,
and maintenance of an underwater facilily construction capability. This
includes the establishment (within prioritics and capabilities) of special
detachments as are necessary to meet assigned undevwater construction
requirements in support of Naval and Marine Corps operations.

b. Fleet Commanders in Chief will take necessary action to achieve and
maintain within the NCF the capability to perform underwater facility
construction and repair to depths commensurate with current and foreseeable
utilization requirements and to exercise this capability on Fleet Commanders
in Chief projects or other projects as discussed in paragraph 5.f.

g, replacement of unit (m\
allowances, and other material support will be in accordance with references
(a), (b), and (c).

» ¢, The funding and provision of initial outfittine

d. The development of underwater facilities components and construction
equipment is the responsibility of CNM and NAVFACENGCOM. Responsibility for "
development of diving equipment and submersibles used in support of under-
water construction is the responsibility of CNM and NAVSHIPSYSCOM. Both are
specifically excluded from the NCF mission.

e, Training requirements for underwater construction shall be
identified and satisficd as prescribed by reference (d). Diving training
for NCF Construction Divers will continue to be the responsibility of
BUPERS. Training in specialized underwvater construction skills will be the
regponsibility of the Fleet Commandnrs in Chief. .

f. Naval Commands and Offices whose programs require underwater
facilities engincering, construction, and repair support shall, to the
maximum extent practicable, utilize the capabilities of specifically trained
elements of the Naval Construction Force. These services include, but are
not limited to underwater facility project planning, testing, site surveying,
and inspection, site preparation, emplacement, assembly, erection, and repair, -
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8¢ Requests fou NCF supporit foom other than the Fleet Commanders in

Chief chain of command arc to.be forwvarded (o CNO via the chain of command,

6, Effective date. This Tustiuct r’“n is effective impediately,
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