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A tiny and fairly flat coral island

75 miles north of Guam, Tinian is about
the same size and shape as Manhattan. As
soon as U.S. forces captured it in August
1944, Seabees created a system of roads in
the same grid pattern as Manhattan.

In order to transport the huge quantities
of bombs and supplies up from the port at
the southern end of the island, a divided
four-lane highway—appropriately named
“Broadway”—was built. The Bees gave
the roads other typical New York names,
such as 8th Avenue and 86th Street.

The main north-south road, Broadway,
ran parallel to the other main north-south
road, 8th Avenue. The eerie coincidence
that Tinian had streets named after streets
in Manhattan, New York, reportedly had
no connection with the Manhattan Project
atomic bomb development, although
personnel involved in the project were
stationed on Tinian.

Tinian became an ideal B-29
“Superfortress” base for World War II. As
spoils of war go, four captured runways
and bountiful coral construction resources
made the island an outstanding catch.

In their “Can Do!” manner, Seabees in
jungle green fatigues with uplifted tropical
baseball caps swarmed over the island
expanse of coral and cane fields to carve
out the huge airbases necessary for the
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new bombers.

Seabees of the Sixth Naval Construction
Brigade (6NCB), consisting of 12
battalions commanded by Commodore
Paul James Halloran, Civil Engineer
Corps, USN, soon built the largest
airport then in the world. Tinian’s B-29
airport consisted of North Field and West
Field. North Field had about 13 miles of
taxiways and runways and West Field was
only a fraction smaller. Tinian’s runway
construction measured from 425 to 500
feet wide with the then unheard of runway
lengths of up to 8,500-plus feet.

Battalion builders hauled, blasted and
packed down enough coral to fill three
times the volume of Hoover Dam. They
built six huge B-29 bomber strips, each
a mile and one half long and a block
wide, along with miles of taxiways and
hardstands sufficient to park 400 aircraft.

The thousands of Seabees on Tinian
operated all types of construction
equipment, including asphalt plants to
pave the airstrips. Seabee equipment
was kept busy 20 hours a day while their
maintenance crews worked to repair
bulldozers, shovels, trucks and other
equipment damaged as a result of the
rough construction activity. Sharp and
abrasive coral was especially damaging
to tires and work shoes. In typical Seabee
fashion, one innovative construction
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crew had a Marine tank team fire armor-
piercing shells into the side of a hill so that
dynamite charges could be placed to break
up the coral.

In addition to the airfields, Bees put up
Quonset huts and a wide variety of service
buildings—including the shop in which
the first atomic bombs were assembled.
Every airstrip was completed on time and
none required more than 53 days to build.

Not long after the arrival of Air Force
B-29s, a special comradeship developed
between Seabees and Airmen. Many
Seabee battalions would adopt an aircraft
by officially painting their logo and
name on the B-29’s nose. The quality of
life for the crew of the plane then would
improve considerably—because the
Seabees provided the crews of “their”
Superfortresses with better Quonset huts,
washing machines, better mattresses, ice
cream, cold beer and other comforts of life.

Camps on Tinian were constructed
to house up to 50,000 U.S. troops, and
about 1.2 million pounds of crops were
produced, all of which were consumed on
the island. By August 1945, a year after
construction started, Tinian was the largest
airbase in the world and accommodated
nearly 450 B-29s.

Arrival of USS Indianapolis (CA-35)
on July 26, 1945, marked the delivery of
the radioactive components for one of the
new and highly secret atomic bombs. The
ship anchored 1,000 yards off the shore of
Tinian and Seabees of the 6NCB helped
with the unloading of the components of
the secret weapons.

The Seabees stored the elements
in a shed they built and organized a
detachment to guard the shed and its
mysterious contents. Atomic scientists
assembled the weapon in the shed with
several Seabees assisting. &
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Puzzle Mo. 1: The Troops Bug Out

“Pack your bags, shipmate!l” CM3 Thomas
Alva Jones said to his roommate, EO3
Clarence “Corvette” Watson. “We just got
orders toIraq,

This failed to thrill Watson. Oh, he looked
forward to the deployment and to helping
some people because that's what Seabees
did, and his girifriend had just dumped him
anyway and a change of venue was welcome.
But only the week before, he had acquired
the chipped and smoking 1974 Corvette
sports car that had quickly spawned his new
nickname, bestowed by the grinning CMDCM
himself in a morning muster.

The two petty officers, and several more
from units belonging to the FIRSTNCD,
would load up eight MTVR cargo trucks and
common Seabee tools, such as a hammer,
shovel, wrench — even MOPP gear against
an unexpected chemical threat — and head

out to OIF in less than two weeks.

Other units of the Seabee division were
already deployed to OEF, mostly dets in
Afghanistaninvolved with State Department
activities. Still more Bees were out on
humanitarian missions to OUA, supporting
tsunami relief in South Asia.

Corvette Watson hated toleave his beloved
sports car home in South Carolina with his
family. He had been born in Cody, Wyoming,
but had grown up in Spartanburg and called
South Carolina home. And if his car was going
to be home, he wanted to be there too.

Shuffling listlessly through a clipboard
of message traffic, Watson noted an
announcement that recipients of the
prestigious Combs and Stethem awards had
been selected. Neither one of the selectees
was Watson, though, he didn't know either of
the awardees—and none of it had anything
to do with his car.

“What’s the drill on this deployment?”

he asked. “Are any Bees from NAVFAC
coming?”

“Hmm, dunno,” Jones mused. He was paying
more attention to the newest issue of
SEABEEMagazine than to his shipmate. The
issue had a cover story about CM3 Marvin
G. Shields, the Vietham-era Seabee who
posthumously received the Medal of Honor.
Numerous other members of that Seabee
Team 1104 had been awarded a Purple
Heart, Bronze Star and other medals for
their heroism.

“‘Next time | have lunch with Rear Adm.
Loose or Phillips,” Jones smiled, “I'll ask them
about it. Probably not so different a program
from our last trip, though, except this time
you should be able to pass the SCW test. You
aren't that close to your EAOS, my man—Ill
be the FORCM of the Seabees before you can
get out and join the NSYAI" &
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ince I assumed command of the

First Naval Construction Division
last November, I have been consistently
amazed at the phenomenal amount of work
that Seabees are performing around the
world. I take great pride in the fact that the
day-to-day work of the U.S. Navy goes
relentlessly forward like an unstoppable
force of nature. No matter what challenges
you have been given, you have handled
them with skill and professionalism. But,
sometimes we get so busy working on
current taskings that we fail to appreciate
the magnitude of what has been done. So,
I wanted to highlight some of the things
that have been accomplished in this short
amount of time.

When I first arrived at the Division,
Seabees from NMCB 1 and NMCB 74,
supported by 20th SRG and CBC Gulfport,
had just completed disaster recovery efforts
at Naval Air Station Pensacola in the wake
of Hurricane Ivan. Deploying literally
within hours of the eye passing over the
Gulf Coast region, Seabees cleared debris
from roads and housing areas, established
generator power, erected a Fleet Hospital
Surgical Unit Suite, assessed structural
damage and developed temporary landfills.
Underwater Construction Team 1 also
inspected underwater structures for
damage.

Then in late December, a massive
tsunami devastated the Indian Ocean
region, and the Seabees again sprang into
action. NMCB 7, NMCB 40, CBMU 303
and UCT 2 deployed to support relief
operations in Sri Lanka, Indonesia and
Thailand in Operation Unified Assistance.
Seabee work, both on site and in rear
areas, proved vital to the success of this
operation.

Of course, Seabees have played
a vital ongoing role in support of
operations in Iraq. | have been amazed
by the accomplishments of our Active
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and Reserve Seabees enhancing force
protection and quality of life there.

For example, NMCB 23 completed
airfield improvements and main supply
route maintenance throughout I MEF’s area
of operations. These critical improvements
greatly enhanced air mobility and ground
maneuverability in western Iraq. Members
of NMCB 4 completed the Eastern
Fallujah Camp, a Detainee Interview
Facility and a Detainee Holding Facility.
Seabees from NMCB 133, NMCB 7
and NMCB 17 were assigned to support
Special Operating Forces. They completed
numerous projects throughout the theater.
Members of NMCB 7 were also called
upon to operate Camp Moreell in Kuwait,
providing critical logistic support and
tactical training preparation for forward
deployed personnel.

Seabees supported everything from
the major counter-insurgency victory and
seizure of Fallujah to the free elections of
January 2005. Seabees, very ably led by
the I MEF Engineer Group, can be very
proud to have played an instrumental
role in our nation’s fight in the global war
on terrorism and the shaping of Iraq’s
fledgling democracy.

Seabees have also been involved in a
variety of exercises that test our skills and
demonstrate our commitment to peace.

NMCB 133 demonstrated its bridging
expertise during the Korean Incremental
Training Program and conducted vital
operational tests of matting material.
These two joint-multinational events
demonstrated crucial capabilities and will
contribute to the continuation of peace on
the Korean Peninsula.

Members of NMCB 4 also demonstrated
forward Naval presence with a highly
successful deployment supporting Exercise
Adriatic PHIBLEX in Albania. They
constructed four kilometers of roadway,

a barracks facility and a new military
training range latrine facility. They also
renovated a local schoolhouse and erected
a new playground that will support more
than 750 local school children.

Some of these exercises involve doing
things in new and different ways. Seabees
from NMCB 1 headed to Haiti aboard
the amphibious assault ship USS Saipan

(LHA 2) in support
of Exercise New
Horizons 2005 in
Haiti. Seabees joined
other U.S. military forces to provide much-
needed humanitarian assistance, including
building schoolhouses and drilling water
wells.

We also need to remember the
importance of work done at the main-
body sites and major deployment sites.
NMCB 7 continued working on projects
in Guam, such as the Support Equipment
Garage, Sumay Cove head ffacility and
exterior lighting, as well as other projects
in Hawaii, San Diego and Bahrain.

NMCB 4 worked on projects such as
the hospital PEB and Shoreline Gap in
Rota; naval air station fence line project
in Sigonella; and the aircraft maintenance
hangar renovation in Souda Bay. NMCB
133 completed numerous construction
projects on Okinawa, which included the
dental building renovation and security-
armory upgrades.

Details deployed throughout the Pacific
to Atsugi, Fuji, Sasebo, Iwakuni, Pohang,
Chinhae, Diego Garcia and San Clemente
all expertly accomplished their important
missions.

And, we don’t forget that so much effort
goes into getting the Seabees everything
they need to do their jobs. The work that
has been done by military and civilian
personnel at the Regiments, Seabee
Readiness Groups and at the Division has
been absolutely essential.

Homeport training in Gulfport and
Port Hueneme and the readiness training
performed regularly by our Reserve has
ensured that Seabees are ready anytime,
anywhere.

Seabees are truly ambassadors of
goodwill around the world. They reinforce
America’s ties with other nations and
have a positive impact on world events.

In the five months that I have been in this
job, I have witnessed your dedication,
your compassion — and your unyielding
commitment to get the job done. I am
constantly amazed ... and because of what
I’ve seen so far, | am extremely optimistic
about the months and years ahead.

I look forward to each new Seabee day.
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Do Seabees make a difference? That is
an easy question to answer. Seabees
are a hot commodity right now. Everyone
wants Seabees today—and can’t get
enough of them.

As we travel around the nation and even
the world reviewing projects and visiting
Seabees, | am amazed at what they have
accomplished.

In Haiti during the New Horizons
exercise, the teamwork between
Active and Reserve—and also
among other services in today’s
increasingly commonplace joint-service
environment—was phenomenal.

These are wonderful ambassadors of
the American people who really touched
the hearts of the Haitian people. More
significantly, they made Haitian quality
of life healthier. They built new schools
in which children can learn, and drilled
new wells so that the people could have
potable drinking water.

Our troops in Southwest Asia are living
the next chapter in tomorrow’s history
books right now. Daily they see that their
labor gives Iraqi and Afghan peoples an
improved way of life, gives them reasons
to be proud of their nation—and puts hope
in the eyes of their children.

The support provided to the Marine
Corps in numerous areas has further
strengthened the long-standing bond
of the Navy and Marine Corps combat
team. Even as we forge important new
relationships with joint-service Special

Operating Forces, Seabees already are
making a significant impact in that
shadow community. We will continue to
form a strong bond with those at the tip of
the spear.

At deployment sites, the base
projects Seabees work on serve two
principal purposes. They enhance the
base infrastructure and help us get the
construction readiness training we need
to hone our construction skills and remain
the construction force of choice.

Right here at home, Seabees are often
involved in their local communities,
such as with Habitat for Humanity, in the
schools, boys and girls clubs, boy and girl
scouts, and many other organizations.

Our Seabees contribute to the well-
being of others at home and abroad, on
work time and personal time—and this is
nothing short of outstanding.

Seabees are truly remarkable people
and they are perhaps the nation’s
greatest goodwill ambassadors. They
are everywhere doing great things,
overcoming challenges and succeeding at
everything they do.

Are Seabees making a difference?
Without question the answer is a
resounding yes. I personally thank each
and every Seabee for their hard work
and selfless dedication, and also for their
unstinting service to this great nation.

Thanks for what you do, Seabees, and
I look forward to seeing all of you around
the globe.

CAN DO/
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Broken transformer is removed

Y
Stand-by generators spool up

New installation is prepared

All in an Icelandic day’s work

Public works Seabees here in Keflavik
received an emergency trouble call on a
Thursday morning that the Navy Lodge and
the fuel station had lost power. At the time
of the incident, the temp ranged from 26 F
to 30 F; the wind chill was between 10 F
and 15 F, the wind speed was from 30 to 41
mph with gusts up to 50 mph.

We responded to find that the fuse inside
a transformer had blown. The blown fuse
was replaced and that one blew as well.

We immediately brought out a generator
to provide power to the affected facilities
until we could find a permanent solution
to the problem. When we investigated the
first transformer’s trouble, we found it had
shorted between the primary windings and

was a complete loss. It definitely had to be
replaced, cold or no cold.

A transformer was located on base that
would work--but it was being used to power
the street lights. We scheduled the power
outage for the Lodge and fuel station for
Saturday afternoon to have the least amount
of impact on the base, and Friday morning
we removed the transformer that was used
for street lights and replaced it.

We also made all the necessary
preparations for the Saturday outage at the
Navy Lodge and fuel station by placing
back-up generators for mission-critical
buildings.

For good measure, we had our
Transportation Seabees plow an access

road through two feet of drifted snow to the
location of the blown transformer.

At 1200 Saturday, everything was in
place and the power turned off so work
could begin replacing the transformer. It
took several hours of tedious work in the

cold to prepare everything for the transplant.

Then, during the middle of the operation, a
piece of snow removal equipment knocked
down a light pole on base. Several members
of the electrical division left our site and
responded to remove downed pole.

Despite the sudden reduction in our work
crew, the new transformer was placed, all
the connections were made, and power was
restored as planned at about 1900. Just a
normal PW Bee day. &
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GETTING OUTZ,

MAKE SURE THIS ISN'T
THE LIGHT AT THE END
OF YOUR TUNNEL.
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Seabee Service Matters — More than ever. Stay Navy. Stay Seabee®




Outtake:

The Debris Field

STORY BY LTJG CHRIS BISHOP
PHOTOGRAPH BY JOSN S.C. IRWIN

KOGGALA, Sri Lanka—Sri Lankan
workers, U.S. Marines, and Seabees
assigned to Naval Mobile Construction
Battalions 7 and 40 survey the site of a
schoolhouse destroyed Dec. 26, 2004,

by a Southeast Asia tsunami that was
triggered by a gigantic offshore undersea
earthquake measuring 9.0 on the Richter
scale.

More than 13,000 Sailors, Marines,
Airmen, Soldiers and Coast Guardsmen
comprised Combined Support Force 536,
America’s joint-service “rapid deployment
force” of humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief.

Working with international militaries
and non-governmental organizations,
U.S. troops and tons of heavy equipment
supported the relief effort as part of
Operation Unified Assistance. &

LIFE LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT




