






• In Sicily, camouflaged Seabee Demolition Experts like this 

man succeeded in clearing buildings and other places of booby 

traps and land mines left by the retreating Nazis. 

" By their initiative, intelligence, and their loyal 

and devoted service they have not only been one 

of the outstanding units of the Naval Command 

but have won the respect and admiration of all 

the Allied Services in the Southwest Pacific Area. 

It has been a very definite privilege to have them 

under my command. 

"There will be more Seabees but there will be 

none better. " 

From Captain W. C. Espach, Commanding Officer, 

U. S. Naval Mobile Hospital Medical Corps 

"The 37th U . S. Naval Construction Battalion'has, 

up to very recently, been assisting in the construc

tion of this hospital. I would like to show my appre

ciation not only of the first-class work done, but or 
the fin e spirit of cooperation shown by all the 

officers and men from the Commanding Officer 

down." 

From Captain C. D. Glover, U.S.N. �

Commanding Officer, U.S.S . ..... . �

"The U.S.S....... arrived at a South Pacific 1'", I 
from a W est Coast Port loaded to capacily \vi lil 



II iii .11'1, miscellaneous spares, enlisted and officer 

II. Ui/'llgers. It is understood that this was by far the 

1; 1'.III'SI load so far transported to the South Pacific 

I, \, ,I ship of this class, 

'Through the splendid cooperation of Lieutenant 

« :"lIllnander c. A. Whyte, CEC, USNR, excellent 

, I vices were rendered by the 37th Construction 

1I.llIalion and the unloading and re-Ioading of this 

lilip was accomplished in the surprisingly short 

lII'riod of three days. During this time, Ensign B. L. 

Nishkian, CEC, USNR, remained on the job every 

Illillute of the time and is largely responsible for ac

. "(Hl1plishment of this arduous task so expeditiously 

;llId so efficiently. I consider that Ensign Nishkian's 

p(Tformance of duty in connection with the handling 

,,1' the cargo of the vessel is deserving of com

lIIendation. 

"The ship was anchored at a bay in order that 

lull use could be made of the new dock facilities, 

1I0W under construction but not yet completed. The 

proximity of this dock to the landing field facilitated 

tremendously the handling of cargo. Planes which 

were landed by barges were immediately hauled off 

clear of the dock area and to the landing field. 

"En route to this port, the crew and passengers 

• Steel pontoon causeways laid from ship to shore by Seabees 
provided easy means for speedy unloading of men and materiel. 
This view was taken from the beach at Licata, Sicily. 



• Seabees hold open house for the natives of a South Paciflc 
island, who inspect the new recreation house. Every aHempt 
is made to provide interesting ways to poss leisure time. 

were put to work conditioning the planes for im

mediate use, consequently, a large number of the 

planes were in the air a very short time after the 

arrival of the ship." 

From Lt. Commander H. S. Parker, Jr., U.S.N.R. 


Commander Motor Torpedo Boat Division 


"Your attention is invi ted to the work just accom

lished on a USS PT-boat in repairing extensive hull 

damage which had rendered the boat unfit for serv

ice. This work was done by the following pe~,sonnel 

of the 5th Naval Construction Battalion: 

"Chief Carpenter's Mate Busam and the men in 

his charge have been able to make these repairs 

under circumstances which otherwise might have 

kept the PT out of service for some time to come and 

would have tied up other Naval facilities and 

activi ties. 

"Despite the extent of damage to be repaired alld 

the extremely intricate specialized construclioll cl/ 

the boat, the work was accomplished with SIII ' II 

speed that time out of service was reduced III ,I 

minimum, and with such skill that the hull is 11(1\\ 



1" . 1 Iwller and apparently stronger condition than 

i I' 1111'1' the damage occurred. 

0, II is respectfully requested that the appreciation 

"I Ihis command be officially conveyed to the 

I IlIw('r-in-Charge, Fifth Naval Construction Bat

1..111111, and to the subject personnel for their co

"I H'I'<llion, for the excellence of the work done, and 

I".. IlIe speed with which it was accomplished." 

From Rear Admiral W. S. Farber, U.S.N. 

Assistant Vice-Chief of Naval Operations 

"' I)uring the period December 1 to 8, 1942, the 

i<)lIowing officers attached to your Command, who 

were in charge of a detail of 91 men, were employed 

dl1 a special project under the direction of the Vice

Chief of Naval Operations: Lt. E . Reuter, CEC, 

USNR, Lt. L. C. Chamberlin, CEC, USNR, Lt. 

(jg) A. F. Phair, CEC, USNR, Ensign W. A. Slicer, 

CEC, USNR, Lt. (jg) W. R. Whitman (MC), 

USNR. 

"The success of the operation was due in large 

measure to the zeal, thoroughness and intelligent 

devotion to duty with which these officers under

took and completed the assigned task." 

~ , 

• Constructing a signal tower overlooking an Aleutian bay. 

Within the partially completed tower a signalman is using a 

blinker search light. 



• Fresh meat-tons of it-are being unloaded at this Seabee 
base. There's a tradition throughout the South Seas that Seabees 
always have the best mess. From Commanding Officer, USS West Virginia 

"During the latter part of October 1942 the Com

manding Officer, 16th Construction Battalion 

(Commander Leonard Miscall), was requested to 

assist the ship's force of this vessel in the work of 

rehabilitation. This assistance was immediately given 

and was continued until the present time, which 

marked the completion of the work. 

"The nature of the work performed was as follows: 

(a) 	Approximately 70 per cent of the work neces

sary to guarantee watertightness of compart
ments. 

(b) 	Approximately 45 per cent of the work neces

sary for ship's lighting, including development 

of a unique device for manufacture of straps 

for holding electric cable. 

(c) 	 Miscellaneous piping for steam and water. 

The services of refractory bricklayers, to assist 

in reconditioning the boilers, were also fur

nished. 

(d) 	Assistance in riveting and rigging. 

(e) 	 Manufacture of sheet metal articles for Sllil'· ' 

the value of which is incalculable. 



II) 	 Assistance in chipping paint and cleaning 

of compartments which resulted in practi 

cally the whole ship's being cleaned. 

(g) 	 In addition to the above any equipment 

needed was immediately loaned to the ship. 

"Approximately 115,000 man hours were contrib

IIlcd by the 16th Battalion. The value of the work 

Iwrformed and the service to the nation cannot be 

J'cduced to any tangible figure. 

"Commander Miscall is deserving of especial 

commendation and it is requested that this letter 

he made a part of his record." 

• Dangerous undersea coral "niggerheads" are blasted out of 

the way as a preliminary to the building of a seaplane apron 

and ramp. This is a job for Seabee powdermen. 



• An abandoned and battle-scarred shack on the Sicilian 
beach may conceal mines and booby traps. The Seabee demoli

tioner takes no chances on going in the door. 

OTHER COMMENDATIONS 

From the Hon. Melvin J. Maas 

Representative in Congress, 4th District, Minnesota 


To Rear Admiral Ben Moreell, C.E.C., U.S.N. 


"If you had never done anything else as Chief of 
the Bureau-and I assure you we all know you have 
done hundreds of things-but organize the Seabees, 
you would have more than justified your appoint
men t as Chief of the Bureau. 

"I have heard many officers in the Pacific during 
the past summer say that the greatest contribution 
to the Navy since the development of steam and the 
airplane was the invention and organization of 
Construction Battalions. I can assure you that you 
really anticipated one of the great needs and found 
a way to fill that need. c' 

"I just don't know how we could have carried 
on the job we did in the Pacific wi thout the Seabees! 
Many times on Guadalcanal the Seabees would be 
working on Henderson Field and other p\.lblic works 
in the Marine-held area when Jap attacks were 
made. The Seabees would drop their tools, pick up 
their rifles, and fight side by side with the Marines, 
and, I may say, like Marines, which is the highest 
compliment I can pay; and when the attack was 
over, the Seabees would put down their guns and 
again pick up their tools and, in a matter of fact 
manner, go back to work. Their training and their 
spirit were superb. 

"The Seabees have the unqualified admiration 
of the Marines. 




