Armong the millions of words filed by correspondents in
Koxea, a suell paragraph sbout the Mavy's Sesbees resched the

Unlted States shortly after the invesion of Inchon last

It gave 1o tore than the bare feet that the Seabees were
back in sotion and hed pleced pontoons to. assist in the lending
0perationé. |

But let's teke e closer look and see whot they aid,

The 104%h Favel Cohstruction Bettslion wae unﬁgfgoing~
.enphibious ﬁraiﬁing(at the Coronado base when it wes slerted
for oversess duby in July 1950, This caﬁsed ig ff@nzie&
activity., AlL ﬁands vorked Qggé a. liﬁtla hérder - 5 little
lyxge? to get faa&y for thé~big Job shead,

For opéfétio&él purposes the walt was divided into two
groupsi a Pontoon company of four officers sand 127 wenj and = '
Construction compeny with two pfficefs and 115 men, The Pontoon
company was bo operate 211 pontoon equipment ené(salvégé units,
Tre Construction men were to set wp é centrel csmp and meinteln
- seeurity, | !

Baulpment and supplies for'thé pontoon coépany were ioa&ad
on three LSTs end two AEA;, The construction unit was to s2il
on the USS W, A, WAIGEL, UDste in July both groups were underwéy
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for Japsn.




At sea, the fi;st of meny troubleeAbegan. The LSTs ran into
a‘fyphoon. Oﬁé of ths unwieldlj cousevaye lsshed $o the side of
the LT shifted f&rw&rd some 150 feet oub of 1¢s hinge on the side
of the i pe |

With 2ll hands working sround %he clﬁck. the lsshings were
kept seguie. Loss of the causéway would have been serious, Bad
storms were on;ountered later, None were lost, however,

. Arrivigg at Iokosuka, the tedious task of vnloading, over-
'héuling and chscking aquioment begen, Time was of the egéance
and ali hands worked eight hours on - eight hours cff. »Eo.iiberty'
wes grented until the job wes done; Then a nine-hour yéss wis
- dssued, | )

On:August'SO, §~montﬁ sfter leaving Go?osade, combed loa&iﬁg‘i_
began; ﬁCauseweys end barges vere loaded.sidacarry on L&, G?anéﬁ.
bulldosers énd miscellencous quipment were‘loadeé on tank decks, E
Viarping tuge snd dock sections'were ma&eAintc tows, Two 5x30‘&ﬁ¢};

one 5x15 é;ck sections were build, combat téwsrméde resdy. ﬁhe %

~ detachment was un&er\way in eight deysto invesion peipt.

In convoy, the outfit arrived off Inchon, ’Comhat ships.let

loose a hsavy bombardment of Wolml Do Igland X and the port of Inchen

Adreraft from'carrierg fifed bomhs and roékets to disledge the
weilintrénched énsmy. Shelling end bombardaent continued 2t a
ﬁerrific pace for hours, Hezavy dusf and smoke pell envelopad the
entire area. E%én though seversl miles oub ﬁeéks vibrétsd“froﬁ tbé

hesvy concueslon,
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_‘With the bombarémentyle%ting w snd the beaches reasoﬁably
safe, work began in esrnest. The enemy still keétvﬁp intermittent
fire. York was caﬁplicated by the four-knot tids =t Wolmi Do |
Islond whieh hzs a rise and fell of 30 feet between flood znd ebb,
Three attenpts were mede before a 5x30 dock soction wes enchored,
-1t wes cénaected to the beach by 2x30 causeway sections and extendedt
400 feet from the shore,
With tﬁe lest bolt in place, the pler went inlo immediate
.action,Trospé, veﬁicles. ammuni tion énd suppliéa were rushéd aéhore:
| The Sezbees set up cemp ot OPAL Beach on the islend, directly
scross fron Inchon.' It consisted of 50 tents, o golley, & mess hall
and s head; 11 erected in eight houre. Veber ves s oritical item
and had to be transported five miles., Chow wes meinly "C¥ rations,
At-tﬁe outset, peity annoyancés plegued the outfit, Pay was
'late,‘ The gglley burned down, end it took some old Tashioned “
Seabee spoed to rebuilt it for the next meals, Littie uall had
been received since leaving the states. One mall delivery was re-
covered from the bobbom of the ses, bub so weber-sosked it vas illegible,
‘ Despite the snnoysnces, morsle was good., It was)given a 1ift |
-« when beer ios obbeined twice from the Fleet. :?hen ) ﬁ;vié projector
was obteined snd & thester set up to sccommodste sbout 100 spechators.
It proved so populsr, it hed to be enlarged to seat a thousand

service personnel,




Pay d&y'finally ceme arouwnd. A Paymaster whose ship was
sailihg the next morning ceme over the night befors sud paid ﬁhe mEN,
A week ofter ceamp wasset up, six CF0s and four men with railrosd
experience, volunbesred to go to Yong Po Do, They receptured and
‘ Yeturned with elght locomotives to Inchbn. They were under sniper
fire 21l the weoy.
Phres of the engines weré loczted in a brewa&y. 80 15 kegs
of beer were lesded, Dub to the chagrin of the thirsty the ﬁeer wes
found to be conteminzted and was nod issued.
Heanwhile, the consiruction compeny set up and operated seourity

patrols for all of ¥Wolmi Do Island., Burisl perties were crgenized
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nd some 20 eneay dead burisd, 75 caves were blested closed,
Carpenters set‘up/ﬁﬁgge towers, electricisne put in temporary wiring,
dozeré ¢learad and leveled LST rampe on the inside of the islend,
Cranes ware usad to load eBd wnload "ducks" at supply esmps,
One month after D dey 2t Inghon, 1ts mission there completed‘
the debached was ordered to Yonsan, lesving & smell crew for security,
For their job at Inchonm the Sezbees were rewsrded with a
filell Done" from Resr Admirel J, H, Doyle end & Bronze Star for the
0inG ﬂ%“/f. Jacods.  And no less than Geners)l Douglas Maclyrthur
cang scrose the pler on Deplus«2,
So was challed wp another Seadee schievement, charscterized

by the seme 0ld spirit of "0zn Do,






