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U. S . NAVAL MOBILE CONSTRUCTION BAT T ALION SEVEN 

U . S . ATLANTIC FLEET 

DA VISVILLE, RHODE ISLAND 02854 

NMCB7 /S3:T JH:bs 
5213 
Ser : 

From: Commanding Officer, U. S. Naval Mobile Cons t ruction Battalion SE VEN 

To: Command e r Na val C on s truction Battalions , U. S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: 

Ref: 

Deployme nt Compl;tion Repor t for period 20 July 1968 through 3 A p r il 1969 

(A} COMCBPACINST 5213. I E dated 18 May 1968 
(B} CO,MCBPAC OPORD 15-68 

l. T h is report i s submitted in a c cordanc e with r eferenc e (a) in the perfor man ce of reference 
(b). During the period 20 J uly 1968 through 3 April 1969, U. S. Naval Mobil e C onstruction 
Battalion SEVEN was d ep loy ed at C amp BARNES, Dong Ha Combat Ba se, Repu blic of Vi e tnam. 
The Battalion' s primary m i ssion was construction in $Upport of the THIRTY -SECOND Naval Con
struction R e giment . 

2. UNIT MOVEMENTS: 

a. 28, 2 9, and 30 June 1968 

b. 1 2 July 1968 

c. 19 -24 .July 1968 

d. 13 August 1968 

e. 8 March 1969 

f. 2-6 April 1969 

3. SIGNIFICANT EVENTS: 

a . \ 20 July 1968 

b. 2 5 July 1968 

NMCB SEVEN's A dvance Party, consisti ng of e ight officers 
and one hundred and ei ght enlisted men arrived a t the 
Dong H a Combat Base, RVN, to perform the BEEP a nd 
effect a smooth turnover of C amp BARNES from NMCB 
FIVE pending the arrival of the main b ody . 

The Com.mantling Offic er, the Logis t ics Officer, and two 
enlisted men fr.om NMCB SEVEN, arrived at Camp 
BARNES, Dong Ha Comba t Bas e . 

The NM CB SEVEN Main Body, consisting of eleven office r s 
a nd 4 91 enliste d men, was a i r lifted from Da v isville, 
Rhode I s land, t o Da Nang, Repub lic of Vietnam aboard 
e ight C - 141 Aircraft prov ided by the M ilitary Airlift 
Command, and shuttled from there t o Dong Ha C ombat 
Base, RVN, on C-1 30 Airc r a ft provide d by the SEVENTH 
Air Force • 

SEABEE Teams 07 03 and 0704 arrived a t Da Nang, RVN, 
a.n d p r oc e eded dir e ctly to Soc Trang City and Go Cong City, 
r e s pectively. 

NMCB SEVEN Advance Party, c o nsis t in g of 17 e nlisted 
men and two officers d ep a r t e d Camp BAR NES for Da Nang, 
RVN, enroute to D avis v ille , Rhode Island. 

NMCB SE VEN Main Body c on s isting of 642 enlisted men 
a nd 22 offic ers departed Camp BARNES, enroute to CONUS. 

Commander L . D . LAWSON, CEC, USN, r elieved Com
mander R . B . WILSON, C EC , USN, as NMCB SEVEN 
.relieved NMCB FIVE at C a mp BARNES, Dong Ha Combat 
Base, Republic of Vi etnam. 

NMCB SEVEN hosted RADM W. V . COMBS, COMSERVPAC, 
RADM E . W. SUTHERLING, CINCPACFLT Supply Officer, 
MGEN R. G. DAVIS, CG THIRD MARDIV, RADM J. B. 
OS BORN, Commande r NSA Da Nang, and party for lunch 
i n SEV'EN's wardroom . . 

l 



g. 15 August 1968 

h. 19 August 1968 

i. 22 August 1968 

j. 23 August 1968 

k. 4-6 September 1968 

1. 16 September 1968 

m. 18 September 1968 

NMCB SEVEN received a welcoming visit from RAPM 
J. V . BARTLETT, Commander 3NCB, CAPT J. M. 
HILL, Commander 32NCR, CDR W. K. HARTELL, 
Commanding Officer NMCB ELEVEN , and CDR M. Z . 
HANLON, Operations Officer 32NCR. 

Detail WHISKEY from NMCB SEVENTY -FOUR consisting 
of 50 enlis ted men and one officer arrived to lend ass is -
ta,nce for the MER Program. 

NMCB SEVEN was visited by CAPT J. W. HILL, Com
mander 32NCR, and CAPT A. W. WALTON, prospective 
32NCR Commander. 

At 1330 Commander J. C. RICKELS, CEC, USN, re
lieved Commander L. D. LAWSON, CEC, USN, as Com 
manding Officer of NMCB SEVEN. The Ceremony was 
conducted on the Parade Ground and was attended by 
MGEN R. G. DA VIS, CG T HIRD MARDIV and other Com
manding Officers and Staff officers from units in the Dong 
Ha-Quang Tri Area. 

CAPT A. W . WALTON, Commander 32NCR and Staff 
visited Camp BARNES and SEVEN's job sites. 

CDR W. L. WILSON and LT J . L. HENLEY made a man
agement inspection visit to NMCB SEVEN at Camp 
BARNES. 

SEVEN celebrated the Seventeenth Anniversary of its 
Commissioning with a ceremony in the Messhall. The 
Troops were addressed by CAPT A. W. WALTON and 
CDR J. C. RICKELS. The Ceremony was also attended 
by CDR W. K. HARTELL, Co MCB ELEVEN. 

CAPT A. W. WALTON, ·accompanied CDR J . C. RICKELS 
on an inspection of SEVEN's construction sites. 

Typhoon BESS hit the Northern I Corps area bringing high 
winds and torrential rains: 4 September - 6. 55 inches 

5 September ,- 8. 01 inches 
6 September - 3. 17 inches 

· 1 7. 7 3 inches of 
rain in a 72 hour 
period 

TheTyphoonresulted in considerable erosion of all sur
faces and extremely high water conditions in all lowla-nd 
areas. Bridge 9-15 was damaged beyond repair and the 
wingwalls on Bridges #9-4 and #9-7 were severely dam
aged. Route ONE south was overtopped by flood waters 
and severely damaged just north of Quang Tri Combat 
Base. Water damage to the ASRT bunker at Camp 
CARROLL necessitat e d replacement of the facility. · The 
storm also damaged virtually all defensive bunkers and 
trenches within the Camp BARNES area. 

A ceremony was held to officially present the Battalion 
with the Navy Unit Commendation while serving as a sup
porting NMCB of the THIRTIETH Naval Construction Re
giment in the Republic of Vietnam during the period of l 
September 1966 through 31 July 1967. The formation for 
the ceremony consisted of all the men and officers who 
served with SEVEN during the period involved. 

Camp BARNES received a visit from RADM A. C. HUS
BAND and party. A brief ceremony with a limited for
nfa.tion was held for the Admiral to present Purple Hearts 
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n. 21 September 1968 

o. 26 September 1968 

p. 28 September 1968 

q. 29 September 1968 

r. · 4 October 1968 

s. 9 October 1968 

t . 100ctoberl968 

u. 13 October 1968 

v. 19 October 1968 

w. 21 October 1968 

x. 30 October 1968 

y. 4 November 1968 

z. 4 November 1968 

aa. 5 November 1968 

to BUCN G. LtANE and SA R. C . BYERS. The ceremony 
was followed by a luncheon in the wardroom and an in 
formal address held in the Chapel by the Admiral to all 
officers and chiefs of NMCB SEVEN and CBMU 301. 

CBPAC Inspection team headed by CWO V. E. BAILEY, 
began an ALPHA Company Equipment Administration In
spection. 

Major General BRADLEY, RADM J. A. BARTLETT, 
Commander THIRD Naval Construction Brigade, and 
CAPT A. W. WALTON, Commander THIRTY -SECOND 
Naval Construction Regiment, visited Camp BARNES. 

Helen "Patches" MUSGROVE, from the Jacksonville 
Journal, arrived on board NMCB SEVEN and remained 
four days in her continuing series of interviews with ser
vicemen in Vietnam from the Jacksonville, Florida, area. 

CAPT C. G. MILLER, COMCBPAC Chief of Staff, and 
Party arrived on board NMCB SEVEN for a management 
inspection visit. 

CDR J. C. RICKELS and 5 others visited the Battleship 
NEW JERSEY. CDR RICKELS and the Commanding 
Officer of the NEW JERSEY exchanged unit plagues. 

CAPT A. W. WALTON, Commander THIRTY -SECOND 
Naval Construction Regiment, arrived on board to visit 
the NMCB SEVEN project sites. 

CDR J. A. D'EMIDIO, Commanding Officer NMCB SEV -
ENTY - FOUR,. visited his MER detail, Detail Stantontown 
Whiskey, at Camp BARNES. 

SEABEE Day was celebrated in Camp BARNES with the 
day off. It was the first break in the seven day work 
schedule for seven weeks .. Aside from a little rain, the 
break was well appreciated by All Hands. 

CAPT A. W. WALTON, Commander THIRTY -SECOND 
Naval Construction Regiment, arrived on board t o visit 
the NMCB SEVEN jobsites. 

·MPG Conversion Day. All outside Dong Ha Combat Base 
work halted while the In-Country Conversion was effected. 

CDR C. W. HOWE and CDR S. BROCKWELL from THIRD 
~aval Construction Brigade visited Camp BARNES and 
the Vinh Dai Crusher site cantonment. 

At 0515, the body of J. L. GRIER, Con;tructionman, was 
found at the Front Gate. He had committed suicide while 
on watch . 

CDR W. L. WILSON and LT J. L. HENLEY arrived on 
board from CBPAC to conduct the deployment manager,nent 
inspection. An overall grade of excelle.nt was assigned 
to MCB SEVEN. 

An awards ceremony was held in Camp BARNES to pre
sent CDR RICKELS with the Navy Commendation Medal . 
Present at the ceremony were RADM J . A. BARTLETT, 
Commander THIRD Naval Constr uction Brigade, and . 
CAPT A. W. WALTON, Commander THIRTY -SECOND 
Naval Construction Regiment . 
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bb. 16 November 1968 

cc. 17 November 1968 

dd. 18 November 1968 

ee. 21 November 1968 

ff. 24 November 1968 

g~ . 28 November 1968 

hb. 28 November 1968 

ii. 11 D ecember 1968 

jj. 23 December 1968 

I 
kk. 31 December 1968 

11. 9 January 1969 

I ~ mm.17 January 1969 

nn. 20 J anuary 1969 

I 
1, 

Major General DRAKE, Deputy Commanding G eneral, 
XXIV Corps, U. S. Army in Phu Bai, paid Camp BA RNES 
a visit. · 

At 1645 the last pipe connecti
0

on was made at the Quang 
Tri POL Farm to make an operationally capable system. 

RADM J. A. BARTLETT, Commander THIRD Naval 
Construction Brigade, and CAPT A . W. WALTON, Com 
mander THIRTY -SECOND Naval Construction Regiment, 

. visited Quang Tri to inspect the Quang Tri POL Farm. 

Brigadier General GUNN, Commander Da Nang Support 
Command visited the site of the recently completed POL 
Far m at Quang Tri. 

The Battalion celebrate d mid-deployment with its mid 
deployrnent party. Highlights of the day included athletic 
competition, a steak bar becue at the EM Club and an 
evening USO Show. 

RADM W. M. HEAMAN, Commander Naval Construction 
Battalions, Pacific, and RADM J. A. BARTLETT, Com
mander THIRD Naval Construction Brigade, visited 
Camp BARNES for the Battalion Color and Awards Cere
mony. Sierra Company was honored as the new Color 
Company, .and HM3 J . E. BRADLEY was awarded a 
Bronze Star. Also present were Commodore A. W. 
WA LTON, C ommande r THIRTY-SECOND Naval Con
struction Regiment and CAPT H. F . CURREN, Inspector 
General, Naval Facilities Eng ineerin g Command. 

Thanksgiving Day was cel ebrated with a half day work 
routine and a superbly prepared m eal in the E M Galley. 

CAPT W. STURMAN, CEC, USN, THIRD Naval Con
struction Brigade Representati.ve, Saigon, arrive d on 
b oard Camp BARNES for a visit. 

Operation Santa C l aus , s ponsored by the citizens of Jack
sonville, Florida, took place in Camp BA R NES. Helen 
"Patches" MUSGROVE, Cor respondent for the Jackson
ville Journal, played the role of Santa Claus and passed 
out gifts to Vietnames e children and SEABEES of NMCB 
SEVEN, NMC B TWENTY - TWO, NMCB SEVENTY - FOUR, 
and CBMU 301. Later the same day, a Christmas pageant 
was pres ented t o the men by children from Cam L o Vil- . 
l age. Commodore A . W. WA LTON, COM32 NCR, vis ited 
Camp BARNES for the celebrated day. 

NPC Film of Dependen ts 1 Christmas Party was showp to 
AU Hands on New Year's Eve. 

The C ommanding Officer, C DR J. C. RICKELS, the 
Medical Officer, LT J . J. GRECO, and the C haplain, 
LT J. C . O'CONNOR, departed on seven days TAD to 
visit SEABEE teams 07 03 and 0704. Th~y r eturned on 
16 January 1969. 

CDR S. WINGAST, the new THIRTY -SECOND Naval Con
struction Regiment Chief Staff Officer, and CDR P. A. 
PETZRICK visited Camp BARNES. 

Thich Thanh True, the Buddhist Bonze, called on the 
Commanding Officer . . He is the spiritual leader of all 
Buddhists of Quang T ri and Thua Thien Provinces. 
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oo. 21 January 1969 

pp. 22 January 1969 

qq. 14 February ~ 969 

rr. 15 F ebrua ry 1969 

ss. 18 February 1969 

tt. 3 March 1969 

uu. 7 March 1969 

vv. 9 March 1969 

ww. 9 March 1969 

xx. 11-22 March 1969 

yy. 14 March 1969 

zz. 18 March 1969 

a aa. 19 March 196 9 

bbb. 20 March 1969 

Commodore D. G. ISELIN, Commander Construction 
Battalions A tlantic, and Commodore A. W. WALTON, 
COM32NCR, visited Camp BARNES. COMBLANT spoke 
to the officers and Chiefs about futur e plans fo r MCB 
SEVEN and the Atlantic Fleet Battalions . 

The recently completed Force Logistic Support Group 
BRA VO C hapel was d e di catep . 

The Executive Officer, LCDR J . L . DETTBARN , and 
two prospective S EAB E E T eam officers (LT JG E. J. 
ADAMS and L TJG L. E . TOWNLEY) visited SEABEE 
Teams 0703 and 0704. 

Commodore A. W. WAL TON, Commander T HIRTY.
SECOND Naval Construc tion Regiment, visited Cam p 
BARNES . 

C DR. D. E. B EC KER, MSC, US N, Staff M edical Officer 
for the Service Force Pacific , and CDR C. H. SWIFT, 
CHC, USN, S taff Chaplain for Construction Battalions , 
Pacific, vis ited Camp BARNES for a Management Inspec
tion visi t. 

RADM J . V. BARTLETT, CEC, USN, COM3NCB, and 
RADM J . G. DILLON, CEC, USN prospective Commander 
THIRD Naval Construction Brigade, visited C amp BARNES . 

Commodore A. W. WALT ON, CEC, USN, COM32NCR, 
CAPT E. M. SAUNDERS, CEC, USN, Naval Forces 
Vi etnam Staff, and CAPT E. L . PIC KETT, CEC, USN, 
Naval Forces Vietnam, Da Nang Repres entative, v isite d 
Camp BARNES . 

The NMCB SIXT H-TWO Advance Party cons isting of five 
officers and 106 enlisted personnel arrived at Camp 
BARNES . 

T he 27th Anniversary of the SEABEES was celebrated 
w ith the day off from work. Activities of the day included 
athletic contests, cook-out at the EM C lub and a USO 
Show . 

The BEEP t ook place at Camp BARNES. AU equipment 
was turned over with an overall deadline of 2 . 53 • 

The body of HMl A. T. STAHL of the NMC B SIXTY-TWO 
Advance Party was found in the A l ternate Command Post. 
He died by a self-inflic ted gunshot w ound in the head . 

RADM J. G. DIL LON, COM3NCB, visited Camp BARNES 
a nd spoke to the officers and chiefs of NMC B SEVEN and 
NMCB SIXTY - TWO. Accompanying Admiral DILLON was 
Commodore A. W. WALTON, COM32NCR • 

NMC B SEVEN hosted a luncheon in the Camp BARNES 
wardroom for all Civic Action Dignitaries and coordinators 
in the Quang Tri Province. Among the visitors were 
Colonel KERRIGAN, G-5, THIRD MARDIV; Commander 
WINGAST, Chief Staff O fficer, THIRTY-SECOND Naval 
Construction Regiment; and Mr. MCNAMARRA, Deputy 
Senior Advi sor for Quang Tri P rovince. 

M r. JOHNSON from Foremost Dairies - Sponsors of the 
Vinh Dai School visited NMCB SEVEN and attended the 
opening dedication of the Vinh Dai School. 
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c cc. 22 March 1969 

ddd. 

4. MAJOR P ROBLEMS: 

NMC B SEVEN hosted dinner to M a j <'r. General R. G. 
DAVIS, USMC, Commanding General THIRD Marine 
Divis ion, and other business associ ates of the THIRD 
MARDIV Area of Operations, a ll of whom N MCB S EVEN 
had construction and support commitme nts t o dur ing the 
depl oyment. 

The Dong Ha Hos pital was dedica ted, h i ghlighted by the 
p res e nce of Brig adier General R. B. CARNEY, Assis -
t ant Division Commander, T HIRD Marine Division. 

a. Enemy Artillery attacks sustained on the following dates significantly affec ted personnf 
m orale and cons truction commitments : 7, 8, 9, and 26 A ugust; 22 and 30 October ; a nd l Nov
ember. 

b. T yphoon BESS, occurring on the 4 th through the 6th of S eptember which dropped 17 . 73 
inches of rain acc ompanied by high winds dur ing the 72 hour period. 

c. The long s upply lines t o Dong H a a nd fror,n Dong H a to outlying c onstruct i on sites often 
impeded smooth and effici ent proje ct completion. 

J. C. R ICKELS 
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