


Words have the power to form and set con
clusions, and man's history depends upon 
these words. Each tomorrow happens because 
of what has been said today and yesterday. 
Now one year is past and words are easy to 
come about one's failure and greatness, but 
that one year cannot be soothed in the mind of 
a man with terms such as successful, outstand
ing, and superb. It is a year that will only be a 
memory, a use of the past. One year that will 
set a moment in each man's future. 

Experience and feel ing in no way can be 
dictated to man. Military rigors require much 
of an individual: orders to obey, duties and re
sponsibi lities of rank and rate, being away from 
home and with war as the occupational hazard, 
a man has much to struggle with. But the ex
periences, the emotional feelings that set in 
the mind can in no way be an order from 
another man. What he and you remember are 
your conc lusions. 

The name of a country has never influenced 
.as much political unrest amongst a generation 
as the Republic of Vietnam. No one is an 
authority about this involvement now, and more 
words will only muddle the examinations by 
future historians. Yet for eight years American 
servicemen have sacrificed their lives and the 
precious moments of their only youth to be in
volved. The overall contributions can be viewed 
easily by just reading facts. Literature from 
each political viewpoint is readily available. 
Words come easy. But words can say anything. 
Experiences can say it only one way, quietly to 
the man himself. Eight hundred voices can be 
heard about this deployment for NMCB TEN. 
Each as important as the other. What follows is 
not the only voice that should be heard ; rather 
it is to be used with the voice of your memory
your experience! 
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Homeport has interruptions. Musters, on
the-job training, military training, inspections; 
you'd think you could be home during these 
months. After eight continuous months in Viet
nam who wants to stand for a few hours with 
the sea gulls while someone criticizes your uni
form. All anyone cares about is getting to the 
Ventura or Pleasant Valley gate before the 
crowd. The military just gets in the way during 
these months. A bad dream that keeps one 
away from friends and family. Time is short 
at home, the military requirements make it 
shorter. For during this time period a battalion 
is taken apart, man by man, trained, analyzed, 
probed, and tested and then assembled into 
operational readiness, with new faces having 
to meet the task of accomplishing the difficult 
in no time and the impossible in a short time. 
The training and testing may be a pain, may 
seem to get in the way, and sometimes seem 
utterly useless, but its purpose is basic. You 
are an American serviceman. You agreed to 
serve your country and help in the basic cause 
of maintaining freedom ; therefore, you have to 
do the job. That job doesn't come easy. But no 
one said it would. So each moment you can 
spend with friends and family is the most im
portant time spent in homeport. What is shown 
here are the interruptions. 
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Rocks. Everywhere rocks. If you spent eight 
onths working in camp, no path, to and from 
tch destination, could avoid a hill and rocks. 
~mp Wilkinson was within the sprawl of Camp 
1gle, the home of the 101 st Airborne, located 
~st of Phu Bai and eight miles south of Hue. 
Jr rocks, our home, and our excuse to leave 
-the Phu Bai Exchange, took considerable 
rbal abuse during the deployment. But there 
isn't much else to talk about. Those that 
·uggled with 400 pieces of equipment and the 
>rd operable; those that had to keep the 
ildings together and the electricity and water 
nning; those who filled each others desks 
d file cabinets with paper. and those who 
>t did their jobs; all can be counted as equal. 
.ch could "chuck a rock" at a roof and mutter 
hu Bai you." The words and rocks made the 
xt day that much easier. It was another day 
follow a certain path to one particular spot 
i.t was your place. It was your identification 
:h .your job and contribution to this deploy
tnt. It may have been onl':{ a ch.air, a desk, or. 
ool, but it was yours for awhile. And if any
e tried to hassle you, there were always the 
:ks. 
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HOMEPORT- 2.1 



Completed construction assignments: Gia Le 
Road maintenance, QL-1 horizontal road up
grade Lang Co to Hue, wells at Dong Ha, Mai 
Loe, Anzio, Hai Lang, Condor, and Camp Car
roll, design and survey North Hue Loop, Chu 
Lai paving, Tan My to Hue pipeline, Hue Ferry 
Ramp, Phu Bai sentry dog kennel, messhall 
MACV Quang Tri, Phu Bai street paving, Red 
Devil electrical, and seventy other jobs. A slim 
strip from the air, a circus game of miss the hit 
on the ground. National Route One (QL-1) is 
an unforgettable experience. With the number 
of jobs out of camp, QL-1 became a second 
home. Endless faces and people's bodies dart
ing back and forth across the road ; 250 and 500 
passenger buses with no schedule of stops; 
and military vehicles testing the speed limits 
and the whereabouts of the MP's; all a seem
ingly tangled mess of traffic from the year 1800 
to 1970. QL-1 was the physical tie for the work 
here. A tie that can't be compared to anything 
else in the world. You couldn't forget it; you 
were always scared to drive on it. 
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" Some Seabees seemed to have anxious 
moments when they didn't know whether to 
keep working or jump off their equipment. The 
planes had to come in pretty low." The Hue/ 
Phu Bai Airstrip facelifting was a priority proj
ect as the constant flow of military and civilian 
air traffic could not be interrupted. 1000 pas
sengers are in transit there each day and 
30,000 take-offs and landings per month is an 
average air traffic quota. The existing airstrip 
of AM-2 aluminum matting had to be removed 
and 5,560 feet of 3 layers of asphaltic concrete 
be paved in its place. Over 44,000 tons of 
asphalt were placed with trucks bringing up to 
120 tons of asphalt an hour to meet the work 
dead lines. The project represents an effort of 
over 8,500 mandays and the contribution of a 
permanent airfield for future commerce and 
travel by the Vietnamese people. 
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The Tach Han River skirts the city of Quang 
Tri on its way to the Gulf of Tonkin. For years 
an old railroad bridge has been used as a 
traffic crossing for commerce and pedestrian 
travel. In recent years the one way traffic re
quirement of this bridge caused a bottleneck 
to all traffic on National Route One (QL-1 ). 
Travel will be easier and faster now as a nine 
trest le, ten span 900-foot combination steel and 
timber bridge accents an old river crossing into 
a strongly engineered statement. NMCB TEN's 
Detail Juliett, composed of 150-men, primari ly 
the men of Charley Company, worked steadily 
from early March until the completion of the 
deployment to complete the largest and one of 
the most important construction contributions 
a Seabee battalion has accomplished whi le in 
Vi~tnam. The description of the total man-days 
expended, the amount of materials used or the 
unique construction problems confronted can 
in no way exemplify the total effort involved in 
this project. The final structure which now 
spans this old river may not seem to be a con
tribution as worthy of recognition as other 
buildings or c ivic action projects, but it's over
all effect wi ll involve each individual that needs 
to cross this river and that affects the lifeline 
of the people in this area. In that respect this 
bridge will continue to be a part of these peo
ple long after Americans have left Vietnam to 
stand on its own. 
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The Accelerated Turnover to Vietnamese 
Program (ACTOV) is one of the United States 
Navy's major efforts to help strengthen the 
"Brown Water" fleet of the Vietnamese river 
navy. The naval base at Thuan An on Vinh Loe 
Island is one of the largest bases to be con
structed under the ACTOV program. NMCB 
TEN was assigned this task in early April and 
began the site fill immediately. Work pro
gressed smoothly and swiftly and vertical work 
began in early May. This base will house Viet
namese Navy personnel and American ad
visors. There are fourteen units of bachelor 
officer and enlisted quarters with internal ~ 
plumbing, two warehouses, a boathouse, mess-
hall, dispensary, administration buildings, a 
large berthing pier, a large concrete ramp, a 
2,000 barrel POL storage area and three guard 
towers. The men at the site also had time for 
some of the sun at the Island wh ich may be 
remembered more than the bu ildings. For the 
Vietnamese, they will remember the con
structed facility. 
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The terrain is openly visible for quite a dis
tance in any direction one looks and all move
ment can be monitored from this tower. Im
mediately below one sees the roofs of three 
light tan metal buildings. Concentrated activity 
surrounds all structures. This is just one of the 
Force Structure Increase (FSI) cantonments 
built by NMCB TEN. They have been con
structed at these locations in the Northern I 
Corps: Nam Hoa, Phoung Dien, An Lo, Phu 
Thu, Phu Loe, Vinh Loe, Houng Tra, Bridge 
Five Ramp and Sector One Headquarters in 
Hue. These cantonments were built for the 
Vietnamese Regional and Popu lar Forces and 
each cantonment consists of three pre-eng i
neered metal buildings with concrete founda
tions, generator shed, wash-house, and sani
tary facilities and one guard tower. The land 
being watched reflects foliage that is a green 
tone untouched by a thousand years of human 
history. One can easily get lost in thought 
watching, wondering, but the concertina wire 
around the buildings keeps you within reality. 
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National Route One (QL-1) from Lang Co to 
Dong Ha in the north was part of NMCB TEN 's 
repair and maintenance responsibility. Road 
shoulders, culverts and bridges along this 100 
mile route required constant observation and 
upkeep. On April 28, a vital link between Hue 
and Quang Tri , Bridge 13, was totally destroyed 
by fire. With timbers still smoldering and the 
flow of traffic forced into making and finding 
an alternate crossing, crews from NMCB TEN 
were clearing the destroyed structure. Work 
was done day and night requiring security sup
port from the men of the First Brigade, Fifth 
Infantry Division (Mechanized) from Quang Tri. 
TEN received assistance from a crew from 
NMCB SIXTY-TWO and the priority 180-foot 
span was completed in eight days. 
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For the farming villages north of Hue sur
rounding the Song Bo River, travel has been 
simplified with the addition of two new second
ary bridges and the upgrading of two others. 
Secondary bridges One and Two were im
proved while Three and Four were the new 
additions. The latter two have opened land to 
resettlement by many refugees who have re
located to this area. Nothing large or elaborate, 
but important to the farm crop and village 
growth of these people, these timber bridges 
turn a barrier into a distinct advantage. The 
Song Bo River is that much less of a difficulty 
to a growing area. 
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Outside of Camp Eagle, taking the turn off 
for "Phu Bai and all points south" and then 
aiming for the QL-1 intersection you pass "puff 
the magic dragon, " green and putting up bi l- I 
lows of smoke. This is a special self-erecting 
asphalt batch plant, the first of it's type in the 
world. This $350,000 asphalt plant was de- .. 
signed especially for conditions in Vietnam. " 
Each major part has wheels so the plant can 
be disassembled and moved if the need were l 
ever to arise. The batch plant is capable of pro
ducing 120 tons of asphaltic concrete per hour. 
You can tell by the smoke puffs. 
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The Police Special Branch (PSB) Detention 
Center in Hue is a low security prison for the 
use of the National Police of Vietnam. The 
project included the construction of three 100-
man prisoner barracks with built-in sanitary 
fac ilit ies, a messhall, guard living quarters, 
visitor facilities, administrat ive building, two 
30-foot steel towers and a chain link fence. 
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Quang Dien bridge, Hao Da Tay school, Loe 
San elementary school, Vinh Loe dispensary, 
My Lai bridge, Phu An playground, Vinh Hien 
school, Long Khe 110-foot suspension bridge, 
Royal Tomb Bridge near Nam Hoa and the 
waterfront beautification on the Perfume River 
in Hue are some of the completed projects that 
belong to NMCB TEN's Civic Action Team. Aii 
civic projects aim at improvements in many 
areas. Instruction in the construction trades, 
restoration of public security, initiation of 
social and economic development, and proba
bly most important, self-help. It is this last area 
that is most promising and difficult to attain. 
The many cu ltural barriers that do exist for an 
American in Vietnam can be very frustrating. 
More so for a Civic Action Team. They must 
maintain a high standard of initiative and drive 
to start projects and continue them to success
ful completions while working with a people 
from entirely different cultural and language 
backgrounds. As an overall integrated effort of 
military with Vietnamese civilians, these proj
ects have been successful. In every instance 
the villages have responded and have com
pleted their project under the guidance and 
assistance of TEN's Civic Action Team. 
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One moment doesn't make a man. Two 
words, or two thousand words can't give a man 
that inner confidence to be himself. A certain 
age may give one the legal right but not the 
moral wisdom needed for hard decisions to 
come. A man doesn't become himself easily. 
There is no special honor to be attributed to 
each man for maturing. It's natural and a 
growth personal to each individual. Excited 
moments don't accompany the realization ; a 
man doesn't need to shout hosannahs to the 
world that he is here. It's not a spiritual force 
showing to each a way to follow or live. It's not 
a lot of worded sentences trying to describe 
the process. It's a feeling. It comes from your 
whole life. Every experience of every moment 
contributes to the unknown moment when you 
feel yourself grow to fill your own self image. 
There are few places for a man to experiment 
and search for what he is or wants to be. Mili
tary service is one of these places. There may 
be complaints about the life style, you may dis
agree with the way things are organized, but 
still you do it. You experience situations that 
could not be found anywhere else. Each inci
dent is strictly aimed at you and your growth to 
being an individual. Serious thoughts or im
pressive words may make this whole approach 
seem silly or over done. But the military has 
definitely contributed to your understanding 
yourself. No matter what your feelings about 
this deployment with NMCB TEN, it will have 
been an important part in your continuing 
search to be an individual. 
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Liberty at home and liberty in Vietnam just 
isn't the same. The opportunities for relaxing 
and finding things to do while in homeport 
don't need description or discussion, Vietnam 
does. Getting bills in the mail may not be a 
pleasurable experience, but in Vietnam, any 
mail is acceptable because it lets you know 
you haven't been forgotten, even if it is your 
creditors. Relaxing is simple and considerably 
geared down from your life in homeport. One 
works with the bare minimum of activities to 
fight the monotony. Movies, USO shows, camera 
trips, hobby supplies, sport activities, these all 
help, but still you're in Vietnam, in Camp Wil
kinson, and aren't going anywhere for awhile. 
A list of what could be done to break the hold 
of this place would be long and detailed, but 
first on it would be letters from home. After that 
everyone is on their own to find a comfortable 
escape. These are some people and their ways 
that were caught trying. 
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The 103rd Naval Construction Battalion, later 
to become the U.S. Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion TEN, was formed at Camp Perry, Vir
ginia on 15 October 1943. The following year, 
the battalion moved to Port Hueneme, Califor
nia in preparation for deployment to the Pacific, 
reaching war torn Guam at the end of the year. 

On October 2, 1952, the 103rd Naval Con
struction Battalion was recommissioned as 
U.S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion TEN 
and remained on Guam until early 1959. 

In 1959 the battalion deployed to Adak and 
Kodiak, Alaska, to rehab ilitate World War II 
structures and carry out a broad construction 
program of new buildings and roads. 

In 1960, the battalion once again was re
turned to Guam to carry out construction proj
ects. While there a detachment was sent to 
Canton Island to construct support facilities for 
Project Mercury. 

The 1961 deployment took NMCB TEN back 
to Adak and Kodiak, Alaska. 

Then in 1962, the battalion deployed to Oki
nawa, sending a detachment to the Philippines 
to take part in Operation TULUGAN, the largest 
amphibious operation since World War II. 

The battalion deployed to Sangley Point, 
Republic of the Philippines in 1963, with a de
tC\chment going to Adak, Alaska. 

In 1964 the battalion returned to Guam where 
they constructed a badly needed submarine 
berthing facility. 

In April of 1965, the Men of TEN became the 
" Pacific Alert" battalion on Okinawa. This was 
the jumping off point for an amphibious landing 
at Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam, on the 7th of 
May 1965. The SEABEES of TEN landed over 
the beach at Chu Lai in support of the United 
States Marines. TEN's land ing marked the first 

full scale battalion to deploy to the Republic of 
Vietnam. 

NMCB TEN became the first Mobile Con
struction Battalion to return to the battle zones 
of Vietnam for a second full deployment when 
the Men of TEN arrived in force at Camp 
Hoover, Da Nang, on May 17, 1966. 

For their outstanding construction feats in 
Vietnam, the Men of TEN were awarded the 
prized Navy Unit Commendation and were 
picked as Best of Type of the Pacific Fleet 
Mobile Construction Battalions. 

History began to <epeat itself for NMCB TEN 
as the battalion started to retrain for its next 
deployment. With a tremendous amount of pri
ority work to be done in Vietnam the Men of 
TEN were given the call to return to Vietnam 
tor their third deployment. Near the end of this, 
the Quang Tri deployment, the Men of TEN 
learned they had been named 1967 winner of 
the valued Peltier Award, as the best construc
tion battalion of both the Atlantic and Pacific 
Fleets. 

After a successful homeport period, NMCB 
TEN deployed for a fourth time to the Republic 
of Vietnam on October 23, 1968. This time their 
tour was unique in that they worked in direct 
support of the 101 st Airborne "Screaming 
Eagles" in the Northern I Corps instead of with 
the U.S. Marines. 

Upon returning to homeport for train ing, TEN 
had once again earned the honor to wear the 
Battle Efficiency " E" for the fiscal year 1969. 

January 1970, brought NMCB TEN to Viet
nam for its fifth consecutive deployment. With 
operation headquarters in Camp Wilkinson, 
located eight miles from Hue, TEN was to sup
port the 101 st Airborne again. 
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Commander Don P. Johnson graduated from 
the University of Texas at Austin, with a Bach
elor of Architecture Degree. He has subse
quently received his Masters Degree in Engi
neering from Purdue University in Lafayette, 
Indiana, and is a Registered Professional En
gineer in the State of Virginia. Commander 
Johnson reported from the Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command Headquarters, Wash
ington, D.C., to assume the duties as Com
manding Officer of NMCB TEN on May 23, 
1969. A 14-year Navy veteran, Commander 
Johnson's prior assignments include: Naval 
Air Material Center, Philadelphia, Pennsyl
vania; Pacific Missile Range, Point Mugu, Cal
ifornia; Officer-in-Charge of Construction, 
Southeast Asia; and Naval Ammunition Depot 
Bangor, Bremerton, Washington. Commander 
Johnson is the tenth Commanding Officer of 
the Seabees of NMCB TEN since its recommis· 
sioning, October, 1952. 
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Lieutenant Commander Jerry L. Horacek is 
a native of Omaha, Nebraska. He attended the 
U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, and 
was commissioned as an Ensign upon gradua
tion in June, 1959. Prior to reporting to NMCB 
TEN, Lieutenant Commander Horacek was 
Weapons Officer aboard the USS RICHARD S. 
EDWARDS; Training and Planning Officer, 
Fleet Training Center, San Diego, California; 
Assistant Officer in Charge of Construction, 
Southwest Pacific Naval Facilities, Engineer
ing Command Contract, Manila, and Assistant 
Resident OICC at Subic Bay, Republic of the 
Philippines, and Public Works Officer at the 
Naval Air Station, Kingsville, Texas. Lieutenant 
Commander Horacek received his Masters of 
Science in Civil Engineering Degree in Janu
ary, 1965, from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Lieutenant Commander Horacek 
reported to NMCB TEN on 23 April 1969 and 
assumed the duties of Executive Officer. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
U S NAVAL MOBILE CONSTRUCTION BA TT ALION TEN 

FLEE T POST OFF ICE 
SAN FRANCISCO CA LI FORNIA 96601 

This Cruisebook will serve as a reminder of a long but 

challenging tour in the Republic of Vietnam . It will bring 

back to each of us memories of the jobs , the long hours, the 

heat , the rain, and the red alerts . In spite of those diffi-

culties we managed t o compl ete a ll our assigned tasks . I have 

a tremendous sense of pride in what NMCB TEN accomplished and 

in the personnel who worked so hard to make it so . You have 

shown military engineering at its finest and the facilities 

you created are lasting monuments to your "Can Do" spirit . 

It is a rar e privilege to be your Commanding Officer and to 

be a part of NMCB TEN . 

Don P . JOHNSON 

Commander , Civil Engineer Corps 

U. S . Navy 

Commanding Officer 
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crabtree, charles e. CM3 
deraad, lloyd I. BU2 
ellixson, ronald s. E03 
king, larry d. CE3 
kirby, joe w. E02 
overton, william j. EOCN 
ransdell , johnny I. UT2 
wilson, billie g. HM2 
yarbrough, joseph d. E02 
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strange, wil liam j. LTJG 
barfield, albus e. UT2 
brooks, charles w. HM2 
doria, bernard g. BU1 
farrell, donald I. BU3 
gaboury, robert j . CE1 
heyne, philip g. E02 
kite, lewis m. CM3 
lettelier, donald o. UTC 
pratte, alva I. E02 
remson, leonard w. BU2 
salter, c lifton c. SW3 
taylor, richard g. CM2 
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The Government of Vietnam has tra
ditionally been authoritarian and high
ly centralized. The long period of 
Chinese control was followed by an 
uneasy independence under a succes
sion of Vietnamese emperiors presid
ing over a powerful bureaucracy. Re
volts were numerous and, with brief 
moments of reasserted Chinese con
trol, one dynasty fell to be replaced by 
another, but the outcome was always 
the same, to transfer authority without 
basic change in the system. In the 
nineteenth century, undivided and cen
trally administered political power was 
retained by the French colonial admin
istration. Those in power had changed, 
but the essential character of authority 
had not. 

The French assumed control over 
the province of Cochin China in 1863. 
Before another decade had passed, 
the two other regions of Vietnam, Ton
kin and Annam, went under French 
control. After the fall of France in 1944, 
the Japanese occupied Vietnam. This 
occupation continued until 1945 when 
Japan granted Vietnam independence 
under a puppet emperor, Bao Dai. A 
year later, after Japan's surrender to 
the Allies, the " National Liberation 
Army" led by Ho Chi Minh forced Em
peror Bao Dai to abdicate and pro
claimed the formation of the Demo
cratic Republic of Vietnam. 

The Vietnamese were opposed to 
the continuation of the French rule 
after World War II and expected the 
Allies to support their independence. 
Nationalist China opposed the return 
of Vietnam to France and the U.S. 
favored the formation of an interna
tional trusteeship. France, however, 
supported by Britain, eventually pre
vailed in Allied councils and it was 
agreed that France wou.ld reoccupy 
the area. 

When the French tried to regain a 
foothold in Vietnam in 1946, they found 
themselves confronted with a deter
mined communist leadership of the 



Viet Minh. In the forefront of the in
creasingly bitter struggle, the Viet 
Minh attracted the active or passive 
support of much of the population. So 
began the costly 8 year lndo-China 
War that took the lives of more than 
35,000 French. A military truce, agreed 
to on July 21 , 1954, partitioned the 
country at the 17th parallel. 

South of the 17th parallel, Bao Dai 
formed a government with Ngo Diem 
as premier. In a series of moves, Pre
mier Diem gradually extended the 
authority of the central government 
and, with material and technical assist
ance of the United States, took mea
sures to improve the efficiency and 
reliability of the Army. In 1955, Ngo 
Diem called a popu lar referendum to 
decide whether Bao Dai should con
tinue as Chief of State or the country 
should become a republic under his 
own leadership as President. Winning 
the election, Diem proclaimed the area 
south of the 17th parallel to be the Re
public of Vietnam. Through their own 
efforts, and with the economic aid of 
the U.S. and other Free World Nations, 
the South Vietnamese people began to 
prosper. By 1960, South Vietnam made 
significant prog ress in ag riculture, in
dustry, health, and education, and in 
other fields. The rice and rubber pro
duction exceeded pre-war production 
levels, the number of primary schools 
tripled and school enrollment soared, 
the transportation system was largely 
rebuilt, and many new industries were 
started. 

From 1956 to 1963 South Vietnam 
was governed under a constitution 
modeled in many respects on those of 
the United States and the Philippines, 
which provided for a strong executive, 
a unicameral National Assembly and 
a judicial system. However, the Diem 
government began to lose favor with 
the people. There were charges of 
suppression, injustice, and corruption 
against the family. In 1963 serious 
political conflicts arose between the 

Government and the Buddists. A num
ber of Buddist monks doused them
selves with gasoline and burned them
selves to death in public protest 
against the government. Other non
Communist oppositions to Diem made 
common cause with the Buddist, and 
on November 1, 1963, the Diem Gov
ernment was overthrown by a military 
coup d 'etat. Diem and his brother, Ngo 
Dinh Nhu were killed. 

In 1962, the U. S. Military Assistance 
Command, South Vietnam was estab
lished and prepared to do all that was 
necessary to help South Vietnam pre
serve its independence. In 1970, 400,-
000 American soldiers were still in 
South Vietnam protecting the hard 
search for independence. 

Eight years in Vietnam, and with in
creasing public pressure at home, one 
can easily question why. Why does 
man continue a seemingly destructive 
pursuit based only on ideas? Maybe 
because these ideas are more than 
words and arguments. Americans are 
involved, not to force a life style on 
another people, but rather, to help a 
people find themselves and build on 
their tradition a country that is a Viet
namese country. Our success depends 
upon the Vietnamese people. No mat
ter the size of a construction task or 
military combat victory, the people 
that live in this country are the only 
ones that can make it live. Americans 
have done much to help, but the Viet
namese will have to see, understand, 
and try before the United States can 
say this involvement was successful. 
The Vietnamese are making a concen
trated effort to live, but it takes time, 
more than eight years. The effort has 
not been wasted. These are people, 
human beings with much to contribute 
to everyone. Only we as Americans will 
have to try to see and understand too. 
The Vietnamese are a people, the 
United States is helping them to pre
serve that right. 
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