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1991 COMMAND HISTORY 

VRC- 4 0 

1. COMMAND COMPOSlTION AND ORGANIZATION: 

a .  F l e e t  L o g i s t i c s  Suppor t  Squadron F o r t y  (VRC-40) i s  
a s s i g n e d  j o i n t  t a s k s  o f  c a r r i e r  on Board C e l i v e r y  ( C O D )  and a i r  
l o g i s t i c s  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Navy's A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  VRC-40 
c u r r e n t l y  o p e r a t e s  t h e  C-2A "Greyhound". 

The Grumman C-2A c a r r i e s  t h e  l a r g e s t  c a r g o  pay load  of any 
c a r r i e r  based COD a i r c r a f t  and i s  t h e  mains tay  of t h e  c a r r i e r  
b a t t l e  group l o g i s t i c s  s u p l ~ o r t  e f f o r t .  The g r e a t  f u e l  endurance  
and c r u i s i n g  s p e e d s  of  t h e  C2-A e n a b l e  t h e  VRC-40 "Rawhidesu t o  
p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e  t o  F l e e t  A i r c r a f t  C a r r i e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
A t l a n t i c  and Car ibbean.  Unl ike  n o s t  squadrons ,  VRC-40 does  n o t  
d e p l o y  a s  a  u n i t .  One- o r  two-plane detachments  a r e  e i t h e r  
embarked w i t h  t h e  A i r c r a f t  C a r r i e r  o r  launched from a fo rward  
l a n d  b a s e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  most  f l e x i b l e  and speedy  d e l i v e r y  of 
h i g h - p r i o r i t y  p e r s o n n e l ,  c a r g o  and m a i l .  

b. VRC-40 is  homeported a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Nor fo lk ,  VA. 

c. VRC-40's immediate s e n i o r  commarkd is Commander, C a r r i e r  
A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  Warning Wing Twelve (CAEWJ-12) a l s o  l o c a t e d  a t  
Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  l l o r f o l k  . 

d .  VRC-40's Commanding O f f i c e r  from 24 May 1991 t o  t h e  
P r e s e n t  i s  Commander Rober t  D. L i t t l e f i e l d :  



e. T y p e  and T a i l c o d e  of A i r c r a f t  

Side N u m b e r  Tail N u m b e r  Date R e c e i v e d / T r a n s f  er 

2 .  CHRONOLOGY O F  DETACHMENTS 

JAN 9 1  (TRANSFER TO VR-24) 
MAR 87 
J U L  87 
APR 91 
DEC 87 
FEB 9 0  
S E P  80 
APR 9 1  (TRANSFER TO NADEP) 
JUN 9 1  (TRANSFER TO NADEP) 

0 1  JAN - 0 1  MAY 

17 JAN - 2 5  JAN 
24 JAN - 01 F E B  
0 5  FEB - 15 FEB 
2 1  F E B  - 2 5  F E B  
0 1  MAR - 08 MAR 
24 MAR - 26 PAR 
27 MAR - 02 APR 
11 APR - 03 MAY 
1 4  APR - 15 APK 

USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
(DESERT SHIELD/STORM) 
KEY WEST 
PAYPORT 
KEY WEST 
KEY \IEST 
CORPUS CHRI STI/PENSACOLA 
BERMUDA 
KEY WEST 
JACKSONVILLE 
B ERNUDA 

AVT-16 
CV-59 
cv- 59 
AVT-16 
AVT-16 
CV-60,  CV-67 
cv-59 
cv-59 
CV- 6 6 



23 APR - 04 MAY 
01 J U N  - 03 J U N  
06 J U N  - 30 J U N  
21 J U N  - 26 J U N  
26 J U L  - 06 AUG 
1 8  AUG - 24 AUG 
18 AUG - 07 SEP 
29 AUG - 06 OCT 
30 AUG - 11 SEP 
03 SEP - 07 SEP 
1 3  SEP - 20 SEP 
28 SEP - 30 SEP 
06 OCT - 1 0  OCT 
06 OCT - 08 OCT 
05 NOV - 15  NOV 
1 8  NOV - 26 NOV 
01 DEC - 03 DEC 
03 DEC - 15  DEC 
17 DEC - 19 DEC 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
BERMUDA 
ROOSEVELT ROADS 
BERMUDA 
ROOSEVELT ROADS 
KEY WEST 
MAYPORT 
OPERATION NORTHSTAR 
ROOSEVELT ROADS 
MAYP ORT 
KEY WEST 
BERMUDA 
JACKSONVILLE 
BERMUDA 
JACKSONVILLE 
ROOSEVELT ROADS 
BERMUDA 
JACKSONVILLE 
BERMUDA 

CVN-69 
cv-59 
CVN-6 9  
CVN- 7 0 
CVN-6 9  
CVN-69 
CV-60 
CV-66 
CV-63 
CV-60 
CV-60 
CVN-69 
CV-67 
CV- 6  6  
CV-60 
CV-60 
CV-66 
CV-67 
cv-59 

3. NARRATIVE 

1991 proved t o  b e  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  y e a r  f o r  VRC-40, i n  which t h e  
squadron  en joyed  a c c o l a d e s  f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  performance 
o p e r a t i o n a l l y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  and m a t e r i a l l y .  C o n s t a n t l y  
mee t ing  t h e  u n i q u e  c h a l l e n g e s  e n t a i l e d  i n  l o g i s t i c s  s u p p o r t  t o  
t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  k e p t  t h e  squadron i n  t h e  l i m e l i g h t .  The 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d  V i s i t o r  Program was enhanced by t h e  O p e r a t i o n s  
Depar tment ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  have  t u r n i n g  back-up a i r c r a f t  e i t h e r  
h e r e  a t  NAS Norfolk  o r  a t  Andrews AFB, and a n  a i r b o r n e  back-up a t  
t h e  s h i p .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a n  e x t r a  A i r c r e w  was a v a i l a b l e  a t  Base 
O p e r a t i o n s  t o  b r i e f  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  and t o  answer q u e s t i o n s .  Many 
f a v o r a b l e  comments w e r e  r e t u r n e d  by o u r  Capstone  v i s i t o r s  who 
found f l y i n g  w i t h  VRC-40 t o  be r e f r e s h i n g l y  accommodating. With 
two a i r c r a f t  undergoing major  re-work a t  NADEP North I s l a n d ,  t h e  
squadron  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n e d  a h i g h  o p e r a t i o n a l  tempo w i t h  t h e  
remaining s i x  GREYHOUNDS, logg ing  3290 mishap-f ree  f l i g h t  h o u r s  
and 976 c a r r i e r  a r r e s t e d  l a n d i n g s .  The squadron b o a r d i n g  r a t e  
was 96%. I n  1991 VRC-40 t r a n s p o r t e d  8,225 p a s s e n g e r s  i n c l u d i n g  
835 VIPs, 751,695 pounds of  c a r g o  and 282,389 pounds of U.S. 
Mai l .  

JANUARY 

Detachment D e l t a  d e p a r t e d  31 December 1990 aboard  USS THEODORE 
ROOSEVELT t o  p r o v i d e  l o g i s t i c s  sup  o r t  d u r i n  t h e  Gulf War. I n  P a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  squadron s e n t  a r r c r a  t t o  Key jest and Mayport 
s e r v i n g  USS LEXINGTON and USS FORRESTAL, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A C l a s s  C 
ground mishap o c c u r r e d  a t  Soridrestrom AFB d-uring t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  
A i r c r a f t  162169 t o  VR-24 when t h e  a i r c r a f t  s l i d  a c r o s s  an  i c e -  
covered  ramp a r e a  and impacted  a  h a n g a r .  



FEBRUARY 

Detachments t o  Key West suppo r t ed  t h e  USS LEXINGTON and t h e  
USS FORRE STAL . 

Based o u t  of  NAS Corpus C h r i s t i  and NAS Pensaco la ,  VRC-40 
p rov ided  COD f o r  t h e  CNATRA C a r r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  aboard  
LEXINGTON. On March 8 t h  L t  Kathy Owens, LT Pau l  Vi l lagomez,  
A M H l  Donnie K i c k l i g h t e r  and AD2 Mark Wall  made t h e  l a s t  a r r e s t e d  
l a n d i n g  and t o o k  t h e  l a s t  c a t a p u l t  o f f  of AVT-16, end ing  a n  e r a  
i n  Naval Av ia t i on .  On March 1 2 t h  RADM Pau l  W. P a r c e l l s ,  
COMTACWINGS awarded t h e  squadron w i t h  t h e  S i l v e r  Anchor f o r  
e x c e l l e n c e  i n  r e t e n t i o n  of  pe r sonne l .  While c o n t i n u i n g  f u l l  t i m e  
l o g i s t i c s  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  Gu l f ,  t h e  squadron was a l s o  t a s k e d  w i t h  
heavy o f f - l o a d s  a s  SARATOGA and J O H N  F. KENNEDY r e t u r n e d  from t h e  
war. On t h e  27 th ,  M s .  Whitney Houston f l e w  w i t h  t h e  RAWHIDES t o  
SARATOGA f o r  a  s p e c i a l  concer t .  performance.  The V i r g i n i a n -  
~ i l o t / ~ e d g e r  S t a r  a l s o  donated thousands  of newspapers t o  t h e  
s h i p s .  Working from NAS Bermuda, two C-2s moved 152 passengers  
and 1 4 , 4 4 4  pounds of  c a r g o  and m a i l  i n  j u s t  two days .  

APRIL 

Detachments t o  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  Bermuda and Corpus C h r i s t i  s e r v e d  
FORRESTAL, AMERICA and EISENHOWER, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  VRC-40's 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  annua l  Azalea F e s t i v a l  Airshow a t  NAS 
Nor fo lk  i nc luded  a s t a t i c  d i s p l a y  and a S imula ted  C a r r i e r  Landing 
Game t h a t  r a i s e d  money f o r  MWK. 

MAY 

A l l  t h r e e  l o c a l  TV networks w e r e  on hand t o  cover  t h e  r e t u r n  of 
Detachment De l t a .  VRC-40 s imu l t aneous ly  p rov ided  100% 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  t o  ove r  9 a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  and a s s o c i a t e d  s u p p o r t  
g roups  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  Gu l f ,  Red Sea ,  and A t l a n t i c .  Based o u t  of 
F u j a i r a h ,  U.A.E., Muharraq, Bahra in  and Hurghada, U.A.R. t h e  
detachment  completed 100% of a l l  a s s i g n e d  mi s s ions  and p rov ided  
over  o n e - t h i r d  of  a l l  combat c a r r i e r  l o g i s t i c  s u p p o r t ,  moving 870 
pa s senge r s ,  250,000 l b s  o f  c a r g o  and 160,000 l b s  of  mai l .  On t h e  
24 th ,  i n  ceremonies  a t  SP-2 aboard  NAS Nor fo lk ,  CDK Stephen R.  
S i l v e r i o  was r e l i e v e d  by CDR Rober t  D .  "Buzz" L i t t l e f i e l d .  RADM 
Pau l  W. P a r c e l l s  was t h e  Honored Guest .  

J U N E  

On t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  month VRC-40 showed i t ' s  concern  f o r  t h e  
environment and t h e  community by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  "Clean t h e  Bay 
Day 1 9 9 1 " .  



Volun t ee r s  removed 521 pounds of t r a s h  from a  one  m i l e  s t r e t c h  o f  
s h o r e l i n e  on t h e  L a f a y e t t e  r i v e r .  A i r c r a f t  de t ached  t o  Rooseve l t  
Roads, Pue r to  Rico i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  USS EISENHOWER and t o  NAS 
Bermuda t o  make t h e  l a s t  l o g  r u n s  from CONUS t o  t h e  USS FORRESTAL 
a s  s h e  d e p a r t e d  t o  t h e  Medi te r ranean .  Many D i s t i n g u i s h e d  
v i s i t o r s  were aboard ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Governor of Bermuda. A m i d  
a l l  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  VRC-40 s a i l o r s  s t i l l  managed t o  pu r sue  t h e i r  
c a r e e r  g o a l s  and 24 s a i l o r s  w e r e  advanced i n  June .  

J U L Y  

The squadron con t i nued  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  USS EISENHOWER from 
Rooseve l t  Roads d u r i n g  t h e  b a t t l e  group phase  o f  t h a t  c a r r i e r ' s  
workups. 

AUGUST 

The focus  was on S a f e t y  t h i s  month. On t h e  7 t h  t h e  Naval S a f e t y  
Cen t e r  conducted a  su rvey  and judged t h e  squadron SAT, a d j e c t i v e  
comment OUTSTANDlNG. The squadron was commended by TACWINGS f o r  
hav ing  accumulated ove r  36,500 f l i g h t  hours  i n  8 y e a r s  of c l a s s  A 
mishap f r e e  f l y i n g .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  RAWHIDES r e c e i v e d  g r ades  o f  
OUTSTANDING on t h e  annua l  NAVOSH i n s p e c t i o n  and t h e  COMNAVBASE 
s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n .  Also  i n  August app rova l  came f o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
o f  a ramp a c t u a t o r  h y d r a u l i c  p r i o r i t y  v a l v e  which w i l l  a l low 
paradrop  of p e r s o n n e l  and s u p p o r t  equipment from t h e  C-2A. 
Detachments suppo r t ed  t h e  USS EISENHOWER from NAS Key West and 
t h e  USS SARATOGA from NAS Mayport. On t h e  29th two p l a n e s  
d e p a r t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o p e r a t i o n  NORTHSTAR w i t h  t h e  USS 
AMERICA. V I P  and l o g i s t i c s  f l i g h t s  were conducted from 
Shearwate r  and S t .  Johns  i n  Canada, NAS Kef l av ik ,  I c e l a n d ,  Bodo, 
Norway, P r e s tw ick ,  U . K . ,  M i ldenha l l ,  U .K . ,  and NAF L a j e s ,  Azores.  
Heavy s e a s  and low v i s i b i l i t y  d i d  n o t  s t o p  t h e  RAWHIDES from 
d e l i v e r i n g  Ambassadors, Defense Department pe r sonne l  and NATO 
Commanders t o  and from t h e  USS AMERICA th roughout  t h e  e x e r c i s e .  

SEPTEMBER 

Detachments suppo r t ed  t h e  USS KITTY HAWK from Rooseve l t  Roads, 
t h e  USS SARATOGA from Mayport and Key West, and t h e  
USS EISENHOWER from Bermuda. Desp i t e  reduced manpower due  t o  
t h e s e  ongoing o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  e n t i r e  squadron r e l o c a t e d  from SP-2 
t o  LP-13 i n  f o u r  days .  The new squadron l ogo  was f o r m a l l y  
approved.  On t h e  2 1 s t  a  VRC-40 C-2A was one of  t h e  most popu la r  
s t a t i c  d i s p l a y s  a t  t h e  NAS OCEANA Airshow. 

OCTOBER 

For  t h e  second yea r  i n  a  row t h e  RAWHIDES were CAEWW-12 Golden 
Anchor w inne r s ,  b u t  t h i s  y e a r  r e c e i v e d  on ly  Honorable Mention 
from TACWINGS. Detachments suppo r t ed  t h e  USS J O H N  F. KENNEDY 
from NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  and t h e  USS AMERICA from NAS Bermuda. 



NOVEMBER 

On t h e  f i r s t  of  t h e  month t h e  RAWHIDES f l e w  a  v i t a l  p a r t  t o  NAS 
Sou th  Weymouth, MA t o  r e s c u e  a  s t r a n d e d  HH-1N from t h e  
USS NASSAU. While on detachment  i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
USS SARATOGA, t h e  COD was t a s k e d  t o  f l y  SAR o f f  t h e  F l o r i d a  Coas t  
I n  s e a r c h  of a  c a p s i z e d  commercial f i s h i n g  v e s s e l .  With t h e  
a s s i s t a n c e  of t h e  C-2 a i r c r e w ,  s u r v i v o r s  w e r e  s i g h t e d .  Once t h e  
s h i p ' s  SAR h e l i c o p t e r  had l i f t e d  t h e  f i s h e r m e n  o n t o  t h e  c a r r i e r ,  
t h e y  were f lown o f f  by COD f o r  emergency medica l  a t t e n t i o n .  The 
semi-annual  c o r r o s i o n  i n s p e c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  Cor ros ion  C o n t r o l  
r e c e i v i n g  a  g r a d e  of  SAT, CAT 11. T h i s  i s  a  notewor thy 
achievement  because  t h e  i n s p e c t e d  a i r c r a f t  w e r e  on de tachment  
u n t i l  two days  p r i o r  t o  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  w e r e  c o n c u r r e n t l y  be ing  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t u r n a r o u n d  
detachments  d u r i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  i n s p e c t i o n  and w e r e  r e a d y  t o  f l y  a s  
t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  ended.  The Cor ros ion  C o n t r o l  program, T e c h n i c a l  
P u b l i c a t i o n  L i b r a r y ,  Maintenance T r a i n i n g  Improvement Program 
( M T I P ) ,  IMRL program, and Maintenance A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  
z e r o  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n .  

DECEMBER 

The o p e r a t i o n a l  tempo a t  t h e  squadron c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
Hol iday  season .  I n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  USS J O H N  F. KENNEDY o u t  of NAS 
J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  VRC-40 t r a n s p o r t e d  f i v e  F l a g  O f f i c e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
a l l  b r a n c h e s  of U.S. M i l i t a r y  f o r  an e x h i b i t i o n  of  c a r r i e r  
o p e r a t i o n s .  From NAS Bermuda t h e  squadron s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
USS AMERICA on h e r  d e p a r t u r e  t o ,  and t h e  USS FORRESTAL on h e r  
r e t u r n  from t h e  Medi te r ranean .  During t h i s  month a  s p e c i a l  
s t a t i c  l i n e  and r o l l e r  assembly w e r e  i n s t a l l e d  i n  a i r c r a f t  162151 
t o  a l l o w  p e r s o n n e l  and c a r g o  p a r a d r o p s .  Cont inuing o u r  m i s s i o n  
o f  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  community VRC-40 h o s t e d  a  group of 
middle  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  D.A.R.E.  (Drug Awareness and 
R e s i s t a n c e  E d u c a t i o n )  Program and a l s o  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  c a r r y  a 
s i c k  pygmy whale f rom t h e  V i r g i n i a  Marine S c i e n c e  Museum t o  
N a r i n e l a n d  i n  S t .  Augus t ine ,  F l o r i d a .  

ACCOLADES 

USS FORESTAL 0213552 APR 91: " A p p r e c i a t e  s u p e r b  f l e x i b i l i t y  
and o u t s t a n d i n g  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  of  a l l  VRC-40 p e r s o n n e l . "  

COMCARAIRWING ONE 1619032 APR 91: "The immediate r e s p o n s e  and 
r a p i d  d e l i v e r y  of  a n  S-3 v e r t i c a l  s t a b i l i z e r  t o  USS AMERICA (CV 
6 6 )  on 15  APR 91 was a b s o l u t e l y  a s t o u n d i n g .  Thanks t o  your 
t i reless e f f o r t s ,  t h e  World Famous MAULERS of VS-32 a r e  r e a d y  f o r  
a  v i c t o r i o u s  r e t u r n  from O p e r a t i o n  Desert Storm i n  f u l l  f o r c e .  A 
w e l l  e a r n e d  'Bravo Zulu '  t o  t h e  VRC-40 RAWHIDES." 



COMUSNAVCENTKEAR PEARL HARBOR H I  1319432 MAY 9 1 :  " I  conunend each  
and eve ry  member of VRC-40 D e t  D e l t a  f o r  t h e i r  supe rb  performance 
du r ing  Opera t ion  Desert Storm. D e t  D e l t a ' s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  d u t y  
and commitment t o  e x c e l l e n c e  were d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
unprecedented s u c c e s s e s  o f  COMUSNAVLOGSUPFOR dur ing  t h e  Gulf War. 
T h e i r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  e f f o r t s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of ove r  
430,000 pounds of p r i o r i t y  c a r g o  and m a i l ,  and n e a r l y  1000 
p a s s e n g e r s  i n  s u p p o r t  of  f o u r  C a r r i e r  B a t t l e  Groups a t  t h e  v e r y  
h e i g h t  of  Opera t ion  Desert Storm h o s t i l i t i e s .  VRC-40 D e t  D e l t a ' s  
accomplishments r e f l e c t  g r e a t  p r i d e  i n  themse lves ,  t h e i r  
squadron,  and t h e i r  community. I s h a r e  t h a t  p r i d e  and ex t end  t o  
a l l  t h e  RAWHIDES my h e a r t f e l t  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  a  job WELL DONE. 
BRAVO ZULU.  " 

COFU'4ANDING OFFICER, NAVAL A I R  RESERVE NORFOLK 0 5  June  1991 
"1 want t o  thank you and a l l  of VRC-40 f o r  your  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  
t h e  1 9 9 1  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Azalea F e s t i v a l  Airshow. The a i r c r a f t  you 
s u p p l i e d  f o r  s t a t i c  d i s p l a y  g r e a t l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  
succe s s  of t h e  a i r show. . . "  

USS KITTY HAWK 0720482 SEP 91: "Apprec ia te  h u s t l e  of  RAWHIDE 42 
i n  p rov id ing  v i t a l  PAX s e r v i c e s  on 6 Sep t .  T h i s  c r ew ' s  
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  t u r n e d  a  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  i n t o  a  s u c c e s s .  
Thanks. " 

USS AMERICA 2021222 SEP 9 1 :  "Thanks from t h e  crews of t h e  USA 
B a t t l e  Group t o  t h e  many l o g i s t i c s  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  who 'made it 
happen' f o r  u s .  Our h i g h  s t a t e  of  m a t e r i a l  r e a d i n e s s ,  s u c c e s s  i n  
NORTHSTAR 91, and con t i nued  h i g h  mora le  i s  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of 
your team e f f o r t s .  You moved t h e  'bombs, b u l l e t s ,  b l a ck  o i l '  and 
l o t s  of  m a i l ,  s p a r e  p a r t s ,  FFV, and ( y e s )  D V ' s  t o o .  USA s a l u t e s  
each of you f o r  a job  ' W e l l  Done' ." 

COMNAVAIREASTLANT l t r  of 20 Sep 91 :  "I would l i k e  t o  ex t end  my 
s i n c e r e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t r u l y  o u t s t a n d i n g  performance you 
and your  detachment d i s p l a y e d  d u r i n g  Opera t ion  NORTHSTAR 91. The 
VRC-40 detachment c o n t r i b u t i o n s  have  had a  p o s i t i v e  impact  on t h e  
s u c c e s s  on t h i s  major  NATO e x e r c i s e .  Your e f f o r t s  and 
demonst ra ted  "can d o n  a t t i t u d e  a r e  t h e  f i b e r  of t h e  Naval 
S e r v i c e .  These achievements  shou ld  j u s t i f i a b l y  b e  a  s o u r c e  of 
g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  p r i d e .  I t  was an honor t o  s e r v e  w i t h  you." 

USS MIERICA 1118342 OCT 91 :  "The v a l i a n t  VRC-40 D e t  NORTH 
STAR. . . performed i n  a  t ho rough ly  o u t s t a n d f x g  manner 
th roughout  ... Always a v a i l a b l e  and a b l e  t o  s e r v e  t h e  s h i p ' s  
l o g i s t i c a l  needs  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  numerous b a t t l e  g roup  agendas .  
The b e s t  COD D e t  I have s een  t o  d a t e .  I want t o  ex t end  my 
p e r s o n a l  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  a  job  ex t remely  WELL DONE. BRAVO ZULU." 



COMCAEWING TWELVE 0818432 OCT 91: "I t a k e  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  i n  
c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  ... t h e  RAWHIDES of VRC-40 (Smal l  S h o r e )  f o r  t h e i r  
s e l e c t i o n s  a s  COMCAEWING TWELVE FY91 Golden Anchor w i n n e r s .  The 
a b i l i t y  of  t h e  RAWHIDES t o  k e e p  t h e  f u l l  r a n g e  of  r e t e n t i o n  
programs a c t i v e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r  i n  s p i t e  of t remendous 
o p e r a t i o n a l  s c h e d u l e s . . . c a n  n o t  b e  u n d e r s t a t e d .  Keep up  t h e  
g r e a t  work; W e l l  Done t o  a l l . "  

FLELOGSUPPRON THREE ZERO 2323002 OCT 91: "The PROVIDERS of VRC- 
30 e x t e n d  t h e i r  s i n c e r e s t  g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  RAWHIDES of VRC-40 f o r  
t h e i r  s u p e r b  s u p p o r t  and a s s i s t a n c e  t o  o u r  Detachment Bravo 
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  07 OCT 91 22 OCT 91. 

Were it n o t  f o r  your  e f f o r t s  i n  ma in tenance  s u p p o r t ,  
t r o u b l e s h o o t i n g ,  and s u p p l y  a s s i s t a n c e , . . o u r  de tachment  would 
have been s e r i o u s l y  hampered ... P a r t i c u l a r l y  notewor thy was t h e  
t e n a c i t y  o f  t h e  RAWHIDE Maintenance Department ... The RAWHIDES 
h o s p i t a l i t y  and g r a c i o u s  a t t i t u d e  w e r e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  i n  
t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  b e g i n n i n g  f o r  D e t  Bravo. To a l l  hands BRAVO 
ZULU - and Thanks." 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER, USS J O H N  F. KENNEDY l e t t e r  of 8 OCT 91  
"Your f o l k s  have  been  working Kennedy CV-67 f o r  t h e  p a s t  few days  
- most ly  D V ' s  - some r e g u l a r  f o l k s ,  t o o .  C o m ~ ~ e n t s  from one and 
a l l  have been t o t a l l y  complementary! ' W e l l  done '  t o  your  men from 
m a i n t a i n e r  t o  p i l o t  ..." 
COMMANDING OFFICER LHA-4 lett-er of  16  January  1992 
" P l e a s e  e x t e n d  my p e r s o n a l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  'Rawhides '  of VRC- 
40 f o r  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s ,  i n i t i a t i v e ,  and p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  i n  
s u p p o r t  of NASSAU." 

DEPUTY CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATI-ONS (LOGISTICS) l e t te r  of 9  J a n u a r y  
1992 r e f .  f l i g h t  of 10 December 1991. 
"Your crew was s u p e r b .  Every d e t a i l  was t a k e n  c a r e  o f ,  i n c l u d i n g  
h a v i n g  a  second C-2 on s t andby  j u s t  Ln c a s e  t h e r e  was a  problem. 
Upon a r r i v a l  i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  your  crew d i d  a  t r u l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
j o b  of b r i e f i n g  u s ,  s u i t i n g  u s  up, and h e l p i n g  u s  embark t h e  C-2. 
The f l i g h t s ,  b o t h  t o  and from KENNEDY, were g r e a t . "  



CVW-8 aircraft USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT cruise 
Desert Storm 

VF-41 F-14A 
100 162703 101 162689 
102 160918 103 160407 
104 160387 105 161852 
106 160394 107 160903 
111 160898 
notes: 100, 101 in overall gray scheme, others in TPS. 

VF-84 F-14A 
200 162688 201 162692 
202 160391 204 160908 
207 160902 210 160405 
211 161164 212 160926 
214 161137 
notes: 200,201 started cruise in gloss gray scheme with black 
tails, were repainted in one-tone dull gray in hangar bay 
enroute. 
-several acft (numbers?) had black tails applied post war and 
prior to fly off. 
-211,212,214 TARPS equipped. 

VFA-15 F/A-18A 
300 163113 301 163119 
302 163124 303 163126 
304 163121 305 163120 
306 163122 307 163125 
310 163101 311 163143 
notes: 304/163121 lost 25 Jan 91, non-combat. pilot recovered. 
-163135/AJ 304 replacement acft from VFA-132 during war. 

VFA- 8 7 F/A- 18A 
400 163117 401 163096 
402 163095 403 163094 
404 163100 405 163105 
406 163099 407 163102 
410 163106 411 163107 
notes: 401/163096 lost 5 Feb 91 (non-combat) with Lt BJ Dwyer. 
(CVW-8 LSO). 
-163103/AJ 412 replacement aircraft near end of war. 



VA-65 A-6E 
500 161675 501 155718 
502 157001 503 155620 
504 149957 506 161231 
510 161682 511 159314 
512 159175 
notes: 503 had desert cam0 applied. Removed by 9 Feb. 
-511 transfered to VA-35 for return to CONUS 3/91. 161659/AJ 505 
recieved in exchange. 

VA-36 A-6E 
530 161660 531 155632 
532 155716 533 161667 
534 159176 535 155703 
540 158538 541 158538 
542 159574 
notes: 533 had desert cam0 applied. Removed by 9 Feb. 
-155632/531 lost 2 Feb 91 near Falayka Is to enemy fire. crew 
lost. 
-158538 transfered to VA-35 for return to CONUS following end of 
war. 158051/AJ 530 acquired from VA-35 in exchange. 161660 
renumbered to llsecondn 540, 155600/AJ536 acquired from 
VA-95/Whidbey Is during war as replacement for 531. 

VS-24 S-3B 
700 160125 701 159743 
702 159729 705 159761 
707 159753 
notes: 701 in gloss gray/white scheme, others in TPS. 701 had 
red rudder painted out prior to war. 
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VRC-40 det D C-2B 

THE GREAT NOSE ART CONTEST: 
Near the end of the war VF-41 painted up 101 with noseart. 

CAG liked it enough to authorize the other squadrons to paint one 
apiece on a not-to-interfere with ops basis. By the end of the 
March port call in Dubai, about everybody had complied. (except 
the two F-18 squadrons, which never did it.). VA-65 had applied 
the same Garfield markings to two aircraft before CAG's edict .... 
they removed it from 501 by the end of March. The nose art 
lasted officially until the first port call in the Med, (Haifa) 
when it was to have been removed (late May). It appears as if 
VAW-124 was able to hide theirs, as it reappeared for fly off to 
Norfolk! 
VF-41 101 Queen of Spades 
VF-84 201 Cat Snatch Fever 
VA-65 500/501 The Big Stick  FRO^^ 
VA-36 536 Heart Less ~ H l b  CO r0 
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VAW-124 601 Miss B.Havin e rJO 

VAQ-141 621 Eve of Destruction/Deception Lass 
VS-24 701 Eye of the Storm 

-Final note: 536 recieved red road runner tail markings when it 
had its nose art painted. By fly off, all VA-36 aircraft were 
so painted. 1t also aupears as if VF-84 applied black tails to 
all of their aircraft \ fdr  fly off. ( I wasn't on the ship that 
late) 




