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CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 0 9 l l  
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5750 
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" 7 
i 3 MAY i9m 

From: Commandfng Cfficer, Fleet  Tac t ica l  S u p ~ o r t  Squadron FCRTY 
To: Chief of Faval Cperaticns ( C J P - e )  

Sub j : Com,,and History ( C'FNAV Report ,5750-1) ; Submission of 

Ref: (a) CFT?AVT!IST 5750.12A 

Ehcl: (1)  T~C-40  Chronology, 1 JAR 68 t o  31 D a 3  68 
( 2 )  ILRGI~O Cormnand H i s t o v ,  Xarra'cive 
(3) E;leven Copies of 'Well DonesIt 
(4) FtC-40 Fanilygram 
( 5 )  Biographies & Photographs of Coml~anding Cff icers  
(6) Photographs of Squadron Ai rc ra f t  
(7) Four Fexs Clipyings Covering RC-40 Lbents 
(8) CI:C "Safety Awardt1 Fact Sheets 

1. In accordance ~ 5 t h  reference (a),  e n c l c s u r ~ s  (1) through (8) a r e  
forwzded and coRnrise the  Squadron Cornland History f o r  the calander 
year  of 1968 . 

Copy to:  
Director  of I!avd tiistory (CP-09~9) 
Yashirgton Kavy Pard 
~,!ashLr~gton, D. C. 20390 



VRC-40 COIvXAND HISTORY 
1 JAN - 31 DEC 1968 

15-18 J.U!I!AIIY - Yeapons loading exercises conducted with ITAS Roosevelt 
Roads, Puerto Rico, and USS WiRICA (cVA-66) 

16-29 J@;U&l'Y - Two a i r c r a f t  detachment t o  NAS jacksc-nville, Florida, 
and NAS Fensacola, Flcrida,  f o r  COD services  t o  USS 
W:?D@L?H (CVS-1s) p lus  c a r r i e r  landing qua l i f i ca t ions  
f o r  squadron p i l o t s .  

FEBRU-MY - Squadron pas t  30,000 hours mark f o r  accident f r e e  flying. 

7-11 FZI3HdARY - Commander, Second Fleet ,  t ransported t c  Charleston 
AFB, South Carolina. 

2 3 F~;BRUA,RY - Aircra f t  detached t o  NAS lfecil Field, Jacksonville, 
31 tXRCH Florida, t o  shu t t l e  between Jacksonvil le and Dallas, 

Texas, f o r  transporting of A-7A a i r c r a f t  pa r t s .  

31 IylARCH - C - U  a i r c r a f t  detached t o  Jacksonville f o r  USS 
13 APRIL DJDPEbJDBGCE ( ~ 1 ~ ~ 0 6 2 )  CCD service. 

9-15 AFRIL - COD service  f o r  USS FOB..'LESTAL (CVA-59) while conducting 
sea  trials. 

12 APRIL I Aircra f t  sent  with USS &GRICA (CVA-b6) t o  work out of 
6 I*rKi San Juan, Puerto Rico, and Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. 

15 APRIL I VX-kO car r ied  i t s  9 ,000th  passenger aboard the  squad- 
ron' s C-1A "Traderu. 

30 APRIL - Gne a i r c r a f t  detached t o  USS iFSEX (cvS-9) f o r  
15 JUNE operations i n  t he  Northeast At lant ic  area. 

1 IYlAY - One a i r c r a f t  t o  USS I I T T L W I D  (CBS-11) out  of Jack- 
s cnv i l l e  and one a i r c r a f t  t o  USS ITASP (cvS-18) out 
of Norfolk providing CCD service. 

10-13 JU~JE - Serviced HP1CS BONAVENTURZ, and Canadian a i r c r a f t  
ca r r ie r ,  i n  operation "8acer Etunn off of San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

1 JULY - VRC-40 was presented i t s  s lx th  consecutive annual sa fe ty  
award from Chief of Elaval Operations f o r  f i s c a l  year 
1968. 



28 J t E Y  - COD service provided t o  USS BSEX (cvS-9) near Bermuda 
04 AiiGUST i n  the Atlantic Ocean, 

09 AIJPUST - VRC-40 Change of Cornand, Commander )Taurice K, JCWrS!K!M 
relieved Commander Harry ItLm ITIJSSP.Wm as Cornanding 
Officer. 

11-30 AUGUST - Conducted carquals m d  COD service a t  ??AS Corpus 
Chris t i  and iAS Pensacola aboard USS LEI.IIT=ITCN ( c v s * ~ ~ )  

12 AUGUST - Cne plane detachment deployed aboard US3 !?[ASP (CVS-18) 
f o r  Earth Atlantic and Mediterrainean cruise. On 
15 November a i r c ra f t  bureau number 136764 crashed on 
the is land of Crete > ~ h i l e  returning on a COD 
mission t o  the USS idASP. LT Wayne DLTR, LTJG Ronald 
M3LFE and AE:1 KIbJG were f a t a l l y  injured, 

26-27 SDTD3ER - mC-40 Received Administraticn and Pater ia l  Inspection 
from Commander Fleet A i r  Norfolk; Ca9t John R. 
KIPICAID, USIZ, Chief Inspector, Grade - excellent . 

10 OCTOBER - Two a i r c r a f t  provide COD service t o  USS B S Z f  (C'JS-9) 
2 7 NCJTJZ~ER working out of fEndley Sermuda, This commenced 

v ~ C - ~ O ~ S  role  i n  the Apollo 7 space mission. 

20 PTCViQI3ER - One aircra.f t working out of bUS Guantonimo Bay, Cuba, 
grovided COD service t o  USS JOHN F. KB$?:-EDY ( C Y A - ~ ~ ) .  

06-19 DECBBER - COD services provided t o  USS SHANGRI-L4 (cVA-38) 
out of Ibosevelt Roads, h e r t o  Rico. 

Additional Carrier Cn Board Delivery provided: 

SHIP - DATE - LGCATICN 

uss ~S~ (cvs-9) &18 JAN 
24 A U G 9  SIP 
22 OCT-2 NOV 

US!? ZTDCLPH (CVS-15) 24 FEB-1 l~X3 
10-11 I J ~  
17-29 JUN 
22-24 JUL 

USS AI.IERICA (CVA-66) 3-10 FEB 
11-18 FEB 
9 riAR 

11 @R.F'CLII 
NORFCLK 
NCWCLK 

P U m T C  R I C G  
J,4CKS 03VILL.i: 
JJiCi3CInT3LE 



USS t??i.SP ( CVS-18 ) 

USS LBn?:TCTTC;S ( CT!S-16) 

12-21 llPn 
22 OCT-2 BCV 
15-16 DX 

7-11 F a  
11-18 FEB 
10-11 YAY 
23 L43-13 APR 

25-29 I~~~ 
30 APR3 1 ,IY 
15-17 I4AY 
24-29 JUL 
10-25 S P  
8-24 OCT 
11-27 NCV 

PUE,WG RTCO 
MCRFCLK 
NORFOLK 

GE,L?Z-TCi\:P.'CI 31Y 
JLICKSCIJ'CTILLS 
RCwOLK 
JACKS ('I ' - i L E  



a e  F lee t  Tac t ica l  Supnort Sqnadron FORTY (VTZG~O)  was commissioned on 
1 July 1360, and assigned the  missicn of providing l o g i s t i c a l  support t o  the  
Navy's At lant ic  Fleet .  VRC-LcO i s  nresent ly  home based a t  the  Naval Air Station,  
Norfolk, Virgirxia, and functions under the  operational  control  of Compander 
Naval Air Force, U.S, Atlant ic  F lee t ,  Coma~de r  1:aurice M. JCKiISTCK, T7.S. 
Favy, 381069/1310, t he  current  Comxanding Officer, re l ieved Commander H a r r y  
ttLn I-TIJSSV&~X I11 on 9 August 1968. 

b, VIlc-40 operates t en  (10) C-1A a i r c r a f t  iJith 3 1  o f f i c e r s  and 151 
en l i s t ed  men. Twenty-nine (29) o f f ice rs  a r e  avia tors  and fourteen (14) 
men a r e  designated aircrewmen. This ss_uadrcn i s  assigned the  a d d i t i o ~ a l  
resnonsYoility of maint ainjng approximately th ree  (3) addi t i cna l  pool 
a j - rcraf t  a s  replacements f o r  At lant ic  43eet c a r r i e r  C-1A's. 

c. VX-40 i s  the  only squadron i n  the  At lant ic  F lee t  t h a t  carpies  
out such upusual t asks  a s  Carrier-@nboard-Delivery (COD) operations and 
paradrop operations f o r  Navy Sea Air Land (SEAL) Team and Marine Specia l  
Recon Forces. Additionally, a i r  ,gunspotting services  a r e  provided f o r  
Forward Air Controller  t r a in ing  and weapons loading exercises are  
conducted on a cuar te r ly  bas i s  a t  RAS Guantanimo Bay and 1 3 s  Roosevelt 
Roads. Cne org&izaticn frequently transported along the  &st Coast i s  
the  At lant ic  Coxbat Camera Group. CCD operations ccns i s t  of transport-  
jng passengers, m a i l ,  and high p r i o r i t y  cargo t o  and from a i r c r a f t  
c a r r i e r s  operating a t  sea. The in-port t i n ~ e  f o r  sorile ships  has beer, 
reduced 5y f ly ing  urgent ly  needed p a r t s  and supplies t o  them. Some of our 
country's leading businessmen, government and ~ L l i t a r y  leaders,  a s  wel l  
a s  foreign d ign i ta r ies ,  have flown with VIZG~O;  however, the  majority of our 
passengers a r e  naval persom-tel. In additicli V~C-40 i s  required, f ron  time 
t o  time, t o  t ranspor t  urgently needed personnel, equipment, and sup!~lies,  t o  
por t s  alcng t he  Eastern seaboard and occasionally t o  d i f f e r en t  i s l ands  i n  
the Caribbean area. The command nainta ins  a weapons replenishment capabil- 
i t y  f o r  s l ~ i o s  a t  sea. 

:hen badly needed p a r t s  f o r  the  Navy's newest a t t ack  a i r c r a f t ,  the  
A-7A, needed t o  be transported from t h e i r  production point  i n  3a l las ,  Texas, 
t o  t he  scuadron a t  NAS Cecil F i e ld  f o r  expeditious deployment t o  Southeast 
Asia, VRG-~O was cn hand t o  provide i t s  unique service. A b i l a t e r a l  exercise 
of Canadian and 1T.S. ships  and a i r c r a f t ,  operation "Racer ?tuntt, found a COD 
servicing the  Canadian a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  BOKAVEXTi~ while swapoing operat icnal  
techniques with t h a t  sh ip ' s  own COD crew. k r i n g  t he  Apollo 7 space mission 
a VRC-LO CQD logged over 10,000 n i l e s  carqying personrel, equipment, and the  
U.S. m a i l  t o  the  recovery area  south of Bermuda. Astronauts LTCOL EISmE 
and $3. C d T  I'IGHA~JI became honorary copi lots  i n  ltCCDFJSH'' a f r l i n e s  during 
the windup of the  mission. Paradrop operations f o r  t he  squadron averaged 
ten  comr,itnents per  month with f o r t y  drops during each com-1;itment. 



a. VIE40 differr frau the majeir%B. ef ariation cmmnuda b that 
it raml~ deploys ar a mi$. Heuwer, we Be asalrt rrrieas operatiarrr wlth 
me er two detaeharrplfa. Bmoagbout 1968, m-40 aircraft deplepd ever 
75 times k rrssiat in eperatioar .ion( $he Atlantic: Ceast, the Cuibboaa 
area, $mu& Amerba, a d  Rerthem B~rape. The majeriw ef these d e W -  
monte were in support ef c a r r b r a  at soa. -0 operated out ef perts 
dong a e  Basterr -beard md iar the Crribbwn ama fer one utd two 
week peri.ds. & in  the past, our lengest d o k c b t  ef We yea$ was in 
c u m c t i r n  w i t h  th. Herbhem Brrrpurr cruim ef 8 First Fleet rircrrft 
carriero tbo VRCIQO C - U  ma ambulrd la lllSS WASP (CBS-18) ta asaist in 
Carrier-fhbmrdbeUtory far a three m o n t h  period, and in se deiag, virri% 
ad the rrJurity ef Hmrthern  1LPrrp..a and MediteM.mom portr. 

3. mUL TOPICS 

8. Sin- iim ararsisaimhg in 1960, VBC-40 ha6 tsamperbd ersr 
five rsillim pounds ef earge aad atail uith 55,000 passengers in 50,000 
hours; ef flight the. In J u 4  1968 received 1- 6th coneematin 
par* safe* award finm C.8mYnaer Naval A i r  Force, U.S. -t ie ~lsed. 

m i h a t a m  fer 1968 i a  Pha 10,000 m a t e d  carrier h d i n g  far 
the aqtlmdrarr. 

a. -40 haa once again 3a 1968 r e c . l p U ~ B d  its metto ef *SemIeo 
k tBe Floe% d t h  Wety,  Depemd8MUty, ond Clo. l r rke .  


