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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
STRIKE FIGHTER SQUADRON 25 

C/O FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 96601-6203 IN REPLY REFER TO: 

57 50 
Ser 00/ 57 
9 Mar 87 

From: Cornanding Of f icer  , Str ike  F i  ghter Squadron 25 
To: Chief o f  Naval Operations (OP-05D2) 

Sub j : COMMAND HISTORY (OPNAV REPORT 5750-1 ) 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12D 

Encl : [ 1) Events o f  1986 

1. Per reference ( a ) ,  enclosure ( 1 )  i s  forwarded. 
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J. L. ARBITER 

Copy to: 
C INCPACFLT 
Director o f  Naval History 



EVENTS OF 1986 

During 1986 Str ike Fighter Squadron 25 served under Captain R. F. Johnson, 
Comander, Carrier A i r  Wing 14, who was rel ieved by CDR D. W. I re lan  i n  
October. The functional wing comander was Rear Admiral N. D. Campbell. 

The squadron was colaaanded by CDR J. C. Les l ie  who was re1 ieved i n  
February by CDR J. L. Arbiter. CDR A. V. Colantoni served as the Executive 
Off icer. Also serving wi th  VFA-25 were: LCDR K. C. Cockrell , LCDR W. E. 
Maughan, LCDR J. B. Godwin, LCDR A. L. Kiggins, LCDR T. D. Abrahamson, LCDR C. 
S. Moore, LT R. K. Mallette, LT E. R. Flora, LT R. M. Emerson, LT D. E. 
Sigler, LT J. K. Schwecke, LT T. C. Gurney, LT C. P. Fedyschyn, LT K. F. 
D a i l l  , LT L. J. Bartha, LTJG J. J. Mosley, ENS G. W. Comstock, ENS B. T. 
Taylor, and CW04 T. W. Skoblicki. 

The year began w i th  the squadron cmpl  e t ing  air-to-ground COMPEX and 
par t i c ipa t ing  i n  two short at-sea periods f o r  car r ie r  landing refresher. I n  
January, the co~anand supported a Top Gun Detachment to NAS Miramar f o r  LT 
Flora . 

The colrrand part ic ipated i n  Kernel Usher 86-3 f roa 9 May t o  14 May. 1 
June, VFA-25 deployed to NAS Fallon, Nevada w i th  CW-14 f o r  two weeks o f  
integrated tac t i ca l  t raining. The remainder o f  June, July and August were 
devoted to a i r - to -a i r  combat t ra in ing  wi th  VA-127 and preparations f o r  the up 
coming NORPAC deployment which included a ca r r i e r  refresher phase 18-28 
August. 

On 1 September, U S  COMSTELLATION (CV 64) sai led f o r  a s i x  week NORPAC 
deployment which i n c l  uded por t  c a l l  s a t  Vancouver, B r i t i s h  Col mbia, 
Anchorage, Alaska and Seattle, Washington. Tactical s t r i k e  missions were 
flown to targets i n  B r i t i  sh Columbia and Alaska. The "F i s t  o f  the Fleet" won 
the Go1 den Tai 1 hook Award f o r  the NORPAC deployment wi th  a conlposi t e  1 andi ng 
grade o f  3.50. LCDR Kiggins, LT Flora and LT Wallette placed i n  the "Top TenU 
f o r  the Aiming. LT Gurney won "Top Nugget' honors. The CONSTELLATION and 
VFA-25 returned to h o e  po r t  19 October. 

On 4 November, VFA-25 f lew aboard USS CONSTELLATION (CV 64) to cmence  a 
three week at-sea period encompassing READIEX 87-1, 7-22 Novegber and Kernel 
Usher 87-1, 15-22 November. READIEX 87-1 was a mu1 t i - b a t t l e  group exercise 
involving the U S  KITPl HAW (CV 63) and USS CONSTELLATION (CV 64) b a t t l e  
groups. After successfully cmp l  et ing both exercises, the CONSTELLATION 
returned to p o r t  24 November. 

A major milestone passed i n  1986 was the accumulation o f  47,000 hours and 
over 10 years mishap free. This outstanding safety record, coupled w i t h  our 
success i n  competitive exercise and ca r r i e r  landing competition, r e f l  ects the 
iiFists" ongoing determination t o  be the leaders i n  tac t i ca l  naval aviation. 


